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T h er e  W er e  J ar e d H es

O U R  O W N  P E O P L E
C o nti n u e d

I
n  t h e  T hit hri ks -s a g a , Attil a ’s a d -
mir ers  a d mit q uit e  fr a n kl y t h at it 
w as  his i nt e nti o n t o c o n q u er t h e 

w orl d  ( C h. 1 4 5); h e c ulti v at e d t h e 
m yt h  t h at n o o n e c o ul d r esist hi m  
( C h. 2 2 5), a n d t o p ar al y z e all o p -
p ositi o n pr a ctis e d a p oli c y of d e -
li b er at e S c hr e c kli c h k eit, as di d his  
ri v als. ( C h. 5 1.) W h e n  h e  d e ci d e d  
o n  a n e x p e diti o n, h e  w o ul d  s u m m o n  
all his f oll o w ers a n d a d dr ess t h e m 
fr o m a w o o d e n  t o w er, e x a ctl y as t h e 
R o m a n  e m p er ors a n d t h e Hittit e  
ki n gs  us e d  t o d o. T h e  B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  st u d e nts will  t hi n k i nst a ntl y of  
c ert ai n J ar e dit e a n d N e p hit e  p ar al -
l els.

T h e  c o n q u est w as  n ot fitf ul b ut  
pl a n n e d  a n d s yst e m ati c, cl os el y f ol-
l o wi n g t h e pr o c e d ur e attri b ut e d t o 
Ot hi n n  i n t h e pr os e  E d d a:  i n e v er y  
n e wl y o c c u pi e d l a n d a st at h or a d -
mi nistr ati o n  c e nt er w as  s et u p, a  
c astl e b uilt,  a n d a tr ust e d r el ati v e of  
t h e ki n g,  us u all y  a  s o n, l eft i n c h ar g e.  
T h e  s a g a m a k es  it v er y cl e ar t h at 
t h es e h er o es m a d e  n o disti n cti o n at  
all b et w e e n h u nti n g a n d w arf ar e;  
a n d w h e n  t h e y w or e  n ot  d oi n g  t h e 
o n e  or  t h e ot h er,  t h e y c o ul d  b e  f o u n d 
r efr es hi n g t h e ms el v es at t h eir e n d -
l ess v eitzl a, t h e r e ci pr o c al b a n q u ets  
t h e y w o ul d  gi v e f or e a c h ot h er i n 
t h eir c astl es. ( C h. 5 6.) All  t h e n o bl es  
of. E ur o p e  a n d Asi a  w er e  i n vit e d t o 
Er m a nri c h ’s gr e at v eitzl a, w h er e  h e  
g a v e  o ut  gilt  a n d p ur pl e  r o b es, g ol d,  
ri n gs, a n d tr e as ur es, e x a ctl y as a n  
e y e wit n ess t ells us t h e E m p er or  
J usti ni a n di d  w h e n  h e  e nt ert ai n e d t h e 
' H u n nis h c hi efs w hil e  stri vi n g his  b est  
t o a d o pt t h eir c ust o ms. 2 8

Of  ki n gs i n g e n er al t h e s a g a t ells 
us t h at t h e y m ust  b e ri c h i n c attl e,  
g o o d ri d ers, a n d g e n er o us gi v ers of  
w e alt h.  ( C h. 4 5.) F or  t his l ast a  
ki n g m ust  n e e ds b e a c q uisiti v e a n d  
s hr e w d ( afli o c h u g). ( C h. 1 8 2.) T h e  
gr e at c hi efs t h e ms el v es w er e  s kilf ul 
tr a d ers a n d b usi n ess m e n — t o t h at gift  
i n n o s m all d e gr e e t h e y o w e d t h eir 
p o w er. T h e  t or g or  m ar k et  w as  u n -
d er  t h eir s p e ci al pr ot e cti o n  ( C hs. 8 0,

“ Pr o c o pi us,  A n e c d ot.,  VIII,  5, 9, 1 3f.
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b y  Dr.  H u g h  Ni bl e y  

B RI G H A M  Y O U N G  U NI V E R SI T Y

2 6 3- 4),  t h e h ors e  f air b ei n g  es p e ci all y  
i m p ort a nt ( C h. 8 3);  a n d i n t h e s a g a  
w e  s e e t h e c ar a v a ns  of  m er c h a nts  m o v -
i n g b et w e e n  E ur o p e  a n d Asi a  e x a ctl y  
as t h e y h a d  d o n e  i n t h e e arli est  h er oi c  
a g es. ( C h. 1 2 5.) T h e  pr o p er  b usi n ess  
of  a ki n g  is t o r ai d ot h er  ki n gs ’ l a n ds, 
t a k e as m a n y  b or gir ( c astl es, str o n g  
pl a c es)  as p ossi bl e  ( C h. 4 6,  1 4 1),  a n d  
r et ur n wit h  l ots a n d l ots of c attl e.  
( C h. 8.) Bri d es  w er e  b o u g ht wit h  
c attl e, as i n H o m er,  a n d t o r ef us e a n  
off er of  m arri a g e  w as  a f at al i ns ult: 
“ If y o u  d o  n ot  gi v e  Attil a  y o ur  d a u g h -
t er t o wif e, ” s a ys his  m ess e n g er  t o a  
gr e at ki n g, “ h e will  d o d a m a g e t o 
y o ur  d o m ai ns. ” ( C h. 5 0.)

W h e n  Os a ntri x  b e c a m e c o n vi n c e d  
t h at Attil a  w as h o ut  t o c o n q u er t h e 
w orl d,  “ h e  g at h er e d  t o g et h er a g ai nst  
hi m  all t h e- p e o pl e  of  his  r e al m, a n d  
n o p e o pl e c o ul d st a n d a g ai nst t h e m 
t o w h ats o e v er  l a n d t h e y c a m e. ” ( C h. 
1 4 7.) As  t h e t w o ki n gs  s q u ar e d off  
f or a  w ar  of  e xt er mi n ati o n  i n t h e b est  
J ar e dit e f as hi o n, t h eir aff airs w er e  
r e g ul at e d wit h  gr e at f or m alit y: t h e 
pr o p er c h all e n gi n g l ett ers w er e  d ul y  
e x c h a n g e d  a n d t h e s u m m o ni n g of  t h e 
t w o ar mi es  w as  c arri e d  o ut  wit h  rit u al 
d e c or u m. ( C h. 2 8 2.) W h e n  s u c h 
ar mi es m et,  e a c h ki n g  w o ul d  s et u p  
his l a n dti ol d or  r o y al p a vili o n  o p p o -
sit e t h e ot h er  a n d c h all e n g e his  ri v al 
t o a d u el. ( C hs. 5 2, 1 9 5ff.)

T h es e  si n gl e c o m b ats b et w e e n  ki n gs  
w er e  c o m m o n, a n d f or m al r ul es of  
c hi v alr y w er e  o bs er v e d, s u c h as “ n o  
stri ki n g u n d er  t h e s hi el d.” T h e  h er o es  
w o ul d  fi g ht all  d a y  l o n g u ntil  e v e ni n g,  
t h e n r etir e t o t h eir t e nts f or t h e ni g ht,  
a n d r e n e w t h e c o nt est n e xt  m or ni n g.  
( C hs. 1 3 3, 2 0 0, 2 0 1, 2 0 4, 2 7 5.) O n  
o n e  o c c asi o n  t h e ki n gs  w er e  s o w or k e d  
u p  t h at t h e y w e nt  o n  fi g hti n g e v e n  
aft er d ar k,  a n d k e pt  it u p  u ntil  b ot h  
f ai nt e d fr o m l oss of  bl o o d.  ( C h. 2 0 0.)  
T h e  d ef e at e d  ki n g  i n s u c h a c o m b at  
w as  eit h er b e h e a d e d  b y  t h e vi ct or  or 
f ell o n  his  f a c e b ef or e  hi m,  s w e ari n g  
a wf ul o at hs  of  s u b missi o n. ( C h. 5 4.)  
A  r e g ul ar tri b ut e of c attl e w as  d e -
m a n d e d  b y  t h e vi ct or. ( C h. 2 4 8.)

As  i n ot h er h er oi c c ult ur es, it is 
v er y i m p ort a nt f or a n o bl e “ t h at all  
m e n  m a y  h e ar  his  n a m e. ” ( C h. 1 3 7.)  
It m ust  b e s p o k e n of i n t h e gr e at  

h o us es  a n d  b e  k n o w n  at  all t h e pl a c es  
w h er e  h e  st o p p e d f or t h e ni g ht,  r e-
c ei vi n g  h os pit alit y  fr o m his  o w n  cl ass,  
f a mil y, a n d or d er, wit h  a pr o p er  
f or m al e x c h a n g e of cr e d e nti als a n d  
i d e ntifi c ati o n. ( C hs. 1 0 6, 1 1 0.) T h e  
k ni g ht  tr a v el e d wit h  his  c o at of  ar ms  
a n d b a d g e  of  n o bilit y  o n  f ull dis pl a y,  
s o t h at it mi g ht  b e r e c o g ni z e d b y 
fri e n d a n d f o e at a dist a n c e. ( C hs. 
1 0 8, 1 7 3ff.)

T h e y  w or e  Asi ati c  dr ess, t h e tr o u-
s ers a n d ar m or  i n v e nt e d b y  t h e ri d ers 
of  t h e st e p p es. ( C h. 9 7.) T h e  c astl es  
i n t h e s a g a ar e m ost  i nt er esti n g: t h e y 
ar e gr e at w o o d e n  str u ct ur es ( C h. 
2 5 2) us e d  pri m aril y  as gisti n g  pl a c es  
— o v er ni g ht st ati o ns a n d milit ar y  
str o n g p oi nts. ( C hs. 2 4 4, 6 3f, 1 0 4.)  
T h e  c astl e w as  a n e c essit y  i n a w orl d  
of r o b b er b a n ds, i n di vi d u al o utl a ws,  
a n d a d v e nt ur ers ( C hs. 1 0 4, 1 1 8);  y et  
t h e y as m u c h  as a n yt hi n g w er e  r e-
s p o nsi bl e f or t h e e xist e n c e of. s u c h  
cl ass es of p e o pl e, f or t h eir pri m ar y  
p ur p os e  w as  t o s er v e as h e a d q u art ers  
f or t h e e x pl oit ati o n of b ot h  f ar m ers 
a n d m er c h a nts.  ( C h. 1 1 8.)

I n t h e T hit hri ks-s a g a  t h e gr e at  
h o us es  li k e t h e ki n gs  t h e ms el v es, ar e  
al w a ys att e m pti n g t o dr a w off e a c h  
ot h er ’s s u p p ort ers. ( C h. 1 2 5.) T h e  
b ur ni n g  of  e a c h ot h er ’s c astl es, as i n 
Fr oiss art,  a m o u nts  al m ost  t o a  f or m al-
it y. ( C h. 8 9.) T o  p ut  a ri v al o ut  of  
t h e r u n ni n g a n d y et  s p ar e his  lif e b y  
t h e e x p e di e nt  of  m util ati o n  w as  c o m -
m o n  ( C h. 8 6),  as w as  t h e c ust o m of  
ri v al l or ds k e e pi n g e a c h ot h er “ i n 
str o n g ir o ns” ( C h. 1 5 2) aft er  h a vi n g  
o bt ai n e d  c o ntr ol of  t h e ri v al’s p ers o n  
b y  s o m e s u c h n e at  d e vi c e  as a br e a c h  
of  h os pit alit y.  ( C h. 6 2.)

O c c asi o n all y  s o m e a d v e nt ur er,  h a v -
i n g b e e n dis p oss ess e d or  t o o p o or  t o 
o w n a c astl e, w o ul d  s e e k o ut s o m e 
wil d  r e gi o n, s o m e f or est tr a ct, w h er e  
h e w o ul d  g at h er  his f oll o w ers f or a  
s eri es of  r ai ds t o b uil d  u p  his  p o w er.  
( C h. 5 3.) I n b attl e  a n d  w h e n  g at h er -
i n g or r all yi n g his f or c es t h e c hi ef  
hi ms elf  w o ul d  c arr y  his  b a n n er.  ( C h. 
2 7 1.) E v er y  r et ai n er s w or e n ot t o 
r et ur n fr o m t h e b attl e  u ntil  t h e ki n g  
di d: T h e  ki n g  m ust  b e  b y  t h e r ul es 
of  t h e g a m e  t h e l ast t o di e. ( C h. 2 8 3-  
4.) A n d  b y  t h e s a m e r ul es his  pr o p er
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opponent had to be a rival king 
whom, as we have seen, he would 
challenge to single combat.

The Thithriks-saga was first pub-
lished in 1853. No English transla-
tion has appeared, and so far as we 
know, it has never been translated 
into any other language.

The Book of Ether as an Epic
“So now we come back to the 

Jaredites!” cried Blank one evening 
a year after the three friends had 
begun their discussions.

“It has been a most interesting 
trip,” F. conceded, “but I wonder if 
it was really necessary to go so far. 
Twenty-two epics is quite a workout.”

“I think it was necessary,” Profes-
sor Schwulst said thoughtfully. 
“When we are dealing with non- 
mathematical subjects, it is hard to 
know at what point we can say a 
thing has been proved. The only 
way we can be sure is by overproving 
it.”

“And there is more to it than that,” 
Blank added. “Who, for example, 
authorized Chadwick or anyone else 
to decide just what things are to be 
taken as the true hallmarks of epic 
poetry? How do we know that his 
list is anything but his own idea? 
Only by reading the epics ourselves. 
Each one is an organic whole, and 
not to be broken down arbitrarily into 
Leitmotivs. Far more important than 
any statistical checking of recurrent 
themes is the impression each epic 
makes as a whole. And that impres-
sion can only be learned if you read 
each masterpiece from beginning to 
end.”

“So it looks as if your most powerful 
tool for proving the book of Ether 
is one that nobody can use!” F. ob-
served with a smile.

“Well almost nobody,” Blank con-
ceded. “But since we three have gone 
so far, may I suggest as our last un-
dertaking that we read the book of 
Ether once more—not as an epic, for 
it has been divested of its epic form, 
but as a rich depository of epic mate-
rials?”

“What do you mean,” said F., “ ‘di-
vested of its epic form’?”

“Our editor, Moroni, admits the 
damage,” Blank replied. “He says 
that the men of his day were con-
spicuously lacking in the peculiar 
literary gifts of those who wrote the 
original book of Ether: ‘Behold, thou
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hast not made us mighty in writing 
like unto the brother of Jared,’ he 
says, ‘for thou madest him that the 
things which he wrote were mighty 
even as thou art, unto the overpower-
ing of man to read them.’ (Ether 
12:24.) This applies not only to the 
case of two men, however, but also 
to the gifts of the two civilizations as 
a whole: ‘. . . Lord thou hast made us 
mighty in word by faith, but thou 
hast not made us mighty in writing; 
for thou hast made all this people 
that they could speak much . . . and 
thou hast made us that we could 
write but little . . . wherefore, when 
we write we behold our weakness, 
and stumble because of the placing 
of our words; . . .’ ” (Ibid., 12:23-25.)

As Matthew Arnold has shown in 
his wonderful essay on the transla-
tion of Homer (the greatest work of 
literary criticism in the English lan-
guage, according to Housman), the 
most remarkable thing about a true 
epic is the way in which it surpasses 
all other literature in power and 
directness, a peculiar force and im-
pact that renders a real epic impos-
sible to imitate or translate. Only a 
real epic milieu can produce it. All 
other writing is pale, devious, labori-
ous, and ineffective by comparison. 
Moroni in editing Ether is keenly 
aware of his inability to do justice 
to the writing before him. It just 
can’t be done, he says, and he is 
right. He plainly tells us that the 
original Ether is a type of composi-
tion unfamiliar to the Nephites, “who 
like ourselves obviously had no true 
epic literature.”

“Why do you say ‘true’ epic?” F. 
asked.

“Because there have been so many 
false ones,” Schwulst volunteered. 
“Let us remember that clever writers 
in every age have tried their best to 
produce epic poetry. Since every-
body always thought such poetry was 
simply the product of literary genius, 
no one could see any good reason why 
a literary genius of sufficient deter-
mination could not produce an epic. 
So Virgil, Dante, Camoens, Long-
fellow, Apollonius Rhodius, Tegner, 
Tennyson, and Mil ton, to name only 
a few, burned barrels of midnight oil 
in the production of what they fondly 
thought was true epic poetry. And 
you know the answer: No matter 
how great the poet or how noble his 
verse, the artificiality of his work is 

instantly apparent. There is some-
thing completely lacking in every 
case, but until our own generation 
nobody knew what it was. It is 
simply that real epics tell the truth. 
We can thank Milman Parry for 
showing us that ‘a genuine epic can 
only be the product of a genuine epic 
milieu.’ ”

“In other words,” Blank con-
cluded, “epic literature cannot be 
faked.”

“Perhaps with what is known to-
day about the epic milieu a better 
job might be done. It shouldn’t be 
too hard now, for the great ‘literary’ 
epics are not merely off the track 
in their epic details and off-pitch in 
the epic idiom; they are, every one 
of them, incredibly misinformed, 
crude, and clumsy—childishly so. 
They are often great poetry, but as 
faithful pictures of the worlds they 
mean to depict they are commonly 
misinformed. The best scholar of the 
would-be epic writers was Sir Walter 
Scott; yet who does not know today 
that his works are monuments of in-
accuracy? The reason for this fatal 
defect in all their works is that none 
of these great men was aware of the 
fundamental difference between a real 
epic and every other type of writing. 
A real epic describes a real world, 
while they insisted on describing 
imaginary ones.”

“Yet,” said F., “the author of the 
Book of Mormon seems to have been 
aware of that difference—he must 
have been, to make Moroni say the 
things he did.”

“And since Moroni has taken the 
liberty to change the language and 
form of the Jaredite record,” Schwulst 
added, “I am afraid our source can 
no longer be read as an epic.”

“It must have been tremendous,” 
said Blank with a sigh, “ ‘unto the 
overpowering of man’ to read it. And 
all we have now is Moroni’s brief 
summary, made from a translation 
and interlarded with his own notes 
and comments. That means that all 
that is left to us is the gist of the epic 
material. . .

“Still that should be enough for a 
thorough testing,” said Professor 
Schwulst. “There are forty pages of 
it, and some of them are amazingly 
compact. So let us now go back 
again to Chadwick’s list, and this 
time see how it fits the book of 
Ether.” (To be continued')
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