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NEW APPROACHES
TO BOOK OF MORMON STUDY

by Hugh Nibley
PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

Par t  3

E
vi den ce  for the authenticity of 

documents falls into three cate-
gories, internal, external, and cir-

cumstantial.
To summarize, let us list some of 

the most tangible evidences for the 
Book of Mormon.

I. Internal Evidence: Imagine that 
a Book of Mormon has been dropped 
from a helicopter to a man stranded 
on a desert island, with instructions 
to decide on its reliability. On the 
first page the man would find a clear 
statement of what »the book claims 
to be, on the following pages a story 
of how it came into existence, and 
finally the testimonies of certain wit-
nesses. Here are three astonishing 
claims—all supernatural. Has the 
man on the island enough evidence 
in the contents of the book alone—no 
other books or materials being avail-
able to him—to reach a satisfactory 
decision? By all means. Internal 
evidence is almost the only type ever 
used in testing questioned documents; 
it is rarely necessary to go any farther 
than the document itself to find 
enough clues to condemn it, and if 
the text is a long one, and an histori-
cal document in the bargain, the 
absolute certainty of inner contradic-
tions is enough to assure adequate 
testing.19* This makes the Book of 
Mormon preeminently testable, and 
we may list the following points on 
which certainty is obtainable.

1. The mere existence of the book, 
to follow Blass, is a powerful argu-
ment in favor of its authenticity. 
Without knowing a thing about LDS 
Church history, our stranded islander 
can immediately see that someone 
has gone to an enormous amount of 
trouble to make this book. Why? 
If the author wishes to deceive, he 
has chosen a strange and difficult way 
to do it. He has made the first move; 
he has magnanimously put into our 
hands a large and laborious text; in 
the introductory pages of that text, he

•Numbers refer to bibliography at end of each 
instalment.
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gives us a clear and circumstantial 
account of what it is supposed to be 
and invites us to put it to any pos-
sible test. This is not the method of 
a man out to deceive. We must credit 
him with being honest until he is 
proved otherwise.

2. Before he has read a word, our 
islander notes that the book in his 
hand is a big one. This is another 
strong argument in its favor. A 
forger knows that he runs a risk with 
every word he writes, for him brevity 
is the soul of success and, as we have 
seen, the author of such a long book 
could not have failed to discover what 
he was up against before he proceeded 
very far. In giving us a long book, 
the author forces us to concede that 
he is not playing tricks.

3. Almost immediately the casta-
way discovers that the Book of Mor-

Much study and care went into the preparation of this “ancient Hebrew inscription” 
near Los Lunas, New Mexico, yet a cursory glance was enough to reveal the crisp freshness 
of the newly-cut letters. Numerous other flaws appeared upon closer inspection. To 
anyone not determined to accept this inscription as genuine, it furnishes an interesting 
illustration of the pains to which people will go to produce a convincing-looking antique, 
and the impossibility of doing so without immense and laborious preparation. Yet such 
a forgery as this would be infinitely easier to get away with than one of Book of Mormon 
proportions.

mon is both a religious book and a 
history. This is another point in its 
favor, for the author could have pro-
duced a religious book claiming divine 
revelation without the slightest risk 
had he produced a Summa Theologia 
or a Key to the Scriptures. If one 
searches through the entire religious 
literature of the Christian ages from 
the time of the Apostles to the time 
of Joseph Smith, not one of these 
productions can be found to profess 
divine revelation aside from that de-
rived through the reading of the scrip-
tures. This is equally true whether 
one inspects the writings of the 
apostolic fathers, of the doctors of 
the Middle Ages, even the greatest of 
whom claim only to be making com-
mentaries on the scriptures, or more 
modern religious leaders who, though 
they claimed enlightenment, spoke
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only as the scribes and Pharisees of 
old who, though they could quote and 
comment on scripture on every occa-
sion, never dared to speak as one 
having authority. This writer never 
falls back on the accepted im-
munities of double meaning and 
religious interpretations in the man-
ner of the Swedenborgians or the 
schoolmen. This refusal to claim 
any special privileges is an evidence 
of good faith.

4. Examining the book more close-
ly, the islander is next struck by its 
great complexity. Doesn’t the au-
thor know how risky this sort of 
thing is? If anyone should know, he 
certainly does, for he handles the 
intricate stuff with great understand-
ing. Shysters may be diligent enough 
in their way, but the object of their 
trickery is to avoid hard work, and 
this is not the sort of laborious task 
they give themselves.

5. In its complexity and length lies 
the key to the problem of the book, 
for our islander, having once read 
Blass, remembers that no man on 
earth can falsify a history of any 
length without contradicting himself 
continually. Upon close examination 
all the many apparent contradictions 
in the Book of Mormon disappear. It 
passes the sure test of authenticity 
with flying colors.

6. Since the author must in view 
of all this be something of a genius, 
the lonely critic begins to study his 
work as creative writing. Here it 
breaks down dismally. The style is 
not that of anyone trying to write 
well. There is skill of a sort, but 
even the unscholarly would know that 
the frequent use of “it came to pass” 
does not delight the reader, and it is 
not biblical. Never was writing less 
“creative” as judged by present day 
standards: there is no central episode, 
no artistic development of a plot; one 
event follows another with equal 
emphasis in the even flow of a chron-
icle; the author does not “milk” 
dramatic situations, as every creative 
writer must; he takes no advantage of 
any of his artistic opportunities; he has 
no favorite characters; there is no gain 
in confidence or skill as the work 
progresses, nor on the other hand 
does he show any sign of getting 
tired or of becoming bored, as every 
creative writer does in a long compo-
sition: the first and last books of the 
Book of Mormon are among the best, 
and the author is going just as strong 
at the end as at the beginning. The 
JANUARY 1954

According to Blass, there has never been a clever forgery. Much energy and in-
genuity went into the production of these copper rolls, purportedly found in a cave near 
Lunton, Arizona, yet it was instantly apparent upon examination that they are modern 
fabrications. The rolls were strips of modern roofing copper of standard composition and 
width. There was no sign of aging or patination, though clumsy attempts had been 
made to achieve the effect with acid. By introducing a confusion of symbols from a 
number of ancient alphabets, the forger only made his trickery more apparent. Every 
slip required a dozen tricks to cover it up, and every one of those tricks produced a dozen 
more slips.

claim of the “translator” is that this 
book is no literary creation, and the 
internal evidence bears out the claim. 
Our critic looks at the date of the 
book again—1830. Where are the 
rich sentimentality, the incurable 
romanticism, and the lush but mealy 
rhetoric of “fine writing” in the early 
1800’s? Where are the fantastic 
imagery, the romantic descriptions, 
and the unfailing exaggerations that 
everyone expected in the literature of 
the time? Here is a book with all 
the elements of an intensely romantic 
adventure tale of faraway and long- 
ago, and the author turns down in-
numerable chances to please his pub-
lic!

7. For the professional religionist, 
what John Chrysostom called “the 
wise economy of a useful deception,” 
i.e. religious double talk, has been 
ever since his day a condition of sur-
vival and success. But there is none 
of this in the Book of Mormon. There 
are no plays on words, no rhetorical 

subtleties or tricks, no reveling in ab-
stract terms, no esoteric language or 
doctrine to require the trained in-
terpreter. This is not a “mystic” 
text, though mysticism is the surest 
refuge for any religious quack who 
thinks he might be running a risk. 
The lone investigator feels the direct 
impact of the concrete terms; he is 
never in doubt as to what they mean. 
This is not the language of one trying 
to fool others or who has ever had 
any experience in fooling others.

8. Our examiner is struck by the 
limited vocabulary of the Book of 
Mormon. Taken in connection with 
the size and nature of the book, this 
is very significant. Whoever wrote 
the book must have been a very in-
telligent and experienced person; yet 
such people in 1830 did not produce 
books with rudimentary vocabularies. 
This cannot be the work of any sim-
ple clown, but neither can it be that 
of an able and educated contemporary.

(Continued on following page)
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N E W  A P P R O A C H E S  T O  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  S T U D Y

( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)

9.  T h e  e xtr e m el y li mit e d v o c a b u -
l ar y s u g g ests a n ot h er  pi e c e  of  i nt er n al 
e vi d e n c e t o t h e r e a d er. T h e  B o o k 
of  M or m o n  n e v er  m a k es  a n y att e m pt  
t o b e cl e v er. T his,  s a ys Bl ass,  is a  
t est n o  f or g er c a n  p ass. T h e  A c hill es ’ 
h e el  of  t h e s m art i m p ost or is v a nit y.  
T h e  m a n  w h o  pr a ctis es  fr a u d t o g ai n  
a n as c e n d a n c y a n d ass ert his s u -
p eri orit y  o v er  ot h ers  c a n n ot  f or e g o t h e 
pl e as ur e  of  e nj o yi n g t h at s u p eri orit y. 
T h e  isl a n d er d o es n ot k n o w it, b ut  
r e c e nt att e m pts t o a c c o u nt  f or J os e p h  
S mit h  cl ai m  t o dis c o v er  t h e k e y  t o his  
c h ar a ct er i n a n o v er p o w eri n g a m bi -
ti o n t o o uts m art  p e o pl e. W h y  t h e n 
d o es n ’t h e  e v er  tr y t o s h o w h o w  cl e v er  
h e  is ? W h er e  ar e t h e bi g  w or ds  a n d  
t h e d e e p  m yst eri es ?  T h er e  is n o  cl e v er -
n ess i n t h e B o o k  of M or m o n.  It 
w as  n ot  writt e n  b y  a d e c ei v er.

1 0.  Si n c e  it cl ai ms t o b e  tr a nsl at e d 
b y  di vi n e  p o w er,  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  
als o cl ai ms all t h e a ut h orit y — a n d  r e-
s p o nsi bilit y— of  t h e ori gi n al  t e xt. T h e  
a ut h or l e a v es hi ms elf  n o  p hil ol o gi c al  
l o o p h ol es, t h o u g h t h e b o o k,  st e m mi n g 
fr o m a n u m b er  of n ati o ns a n d l a n-
g u a g es, off ers o p p ort u nit y  f or m a n y  
of t h e m. It is a h u m bl e d o c u m e nt  
of  i nt e ns el y m or al  t o n e, b ut  it d o es  n ot  
fli n c h at  r e p orti n g u ns a v or y  i n ci d e nts 
n ot c al c ul at e d t o pl e as e p e o pl e  w h o  
t hi n k t h at a n y m e nti o n  of h orr or  or  
bl o o ds h e d  s h o ul d b e  d el et e d  fr o m r e-
li gi o us writi n g.

1 1.  E xt er n al E vi d e n c e: — O ur  is-
l a n d er h as  b e e n  r es c u e d b y  a Britis h  
tr a m p st e a m er. B ur ni n g  wit h  c uri os -
it y, h e  j u m ps s hi p i n L o n d o n,  r us h es 
t o Gr e at  R uss ell  Str e et,  a n d b o u n ds  
u p  t h e st e ps of t h e Britis h  M us e u m  
t hr e e at a ti m e. H e  is n o w aft er  
e xt er n al pr o ofs  f or t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n.  H e  m a y  s p e n d t h e n e xt  f ort y 
y e ars  i n t h e gr e at  li br ar y, b ut  w h at -
e v er e xt er n al e vi d e n c e h e  fi n ds m ust  
f ulfil t hr e e c o n diti o ns:

1.  T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  m ust  m a k e  
cl e ar a n d s p e cifi c st at e m e nts a b o ut  
c ert ai n  c o n cr et e, o bj e cti v e  t hi n gs.

2.  Ot h er  s o ur c es, a n ci e nt a n d  
m o d er n,  m ust  m a k e  e q u all y  cl e ar a n d  
o bj e cti v e st at e m e nts a b o ut t h e s a m e 
t hi n gs, a gr e ei n g s u bst a nti all y wit h  
w h at  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  s a ys a b o ut  
t h e m.

3.  T h er e  m ust  b e cl e ar pr o of t h at 
t h er e h as  b e e n  n o  c oll usi o n b et w e e n  
t h e t w o r e p orts, i. e., t h at J os e p h S mit h  
c o ul d n ot  p ossi bl y  h a v e  k n o wl e d g e  of  
t h e s o ur c e b y w hi c h  his a c c o u nt is 
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b ei n g “ c o ntr oll e d ” or of a n y ot h er  
s o ur c e t h at c o ul d gi v e hi m t h e i n-
f or m ati o n c o nt ai n e d i n t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n.

T h e  p ur p os e  of  o ur  st u di es o n  L e hi  
a n d t h e J ar e dit es w as  t o s u p pl y i n-
f or m ati o n t h at f ulfill e d t h es e t hr e e 
c o n diti o ns, a n d t h e p ur p os e of t h e 
pr es e nt  arti cl es is t o s u p pl y y et  m or e  
e vi d e n c e of  t h e s a m e t y p e. I n criti -
ci zi n g s u c h i nf or m ati o n o n e mi g ht  
cl assif y t h e v ari o us  it e ms as ( 1  ) p osi -
ti v e, ( 2) p ossi bl e, a n d ( 3) d o u btf ul  
e vi d e n c e  of  a ut h e nti cit y. As  p ositi v e  
pr o of, w e  mi g ht  a c c e pt t h e e vi d e n c e  

Ri c h ar d  L.  E v a ns  

nr  h er e  is a pr of o u n d t h o u g ht i n t h es e w or ds  of Willi a m  
J a m es: “ T h e  gr e at est  dis c o v er y  of  m y  g e n er ati o n  is t h at 

h u m a n  b ei n gs  c a n  alt er t h eir li v es b y  alt eri n g  t h eir attit u d es  
of  mi n d. ” T his  is o n e  of  t h e gr e at  dis c o v eri es  of  a n y  g e n er a -
ti o n— or  of a n y i n di vi d u al— a n d i n o n e  s e ns e it is si m pl y a  
r est at e m e nt of  t h e pri n ci pl e  of  r e p e nt a n c e. T h er e  ar e ti m es 
w h e n  m ost  of us h a v e  n e e d t o alt er o ur  attit u d es. T h er e  
ar e  ti m es w h e n  t h e st u b b or n s et of  a mi n d  or  of  a h e art  will  
dri v e p e o pl e a p art w h e n  t h e y s h o ul d c o m e cl os er — a n d  
w h e n  wit h o ut  s o m e h o n est  c h a n g e of attit u d e, t h er e w o ul d  
b e littl e p ossi bilit y  of i m pr o v e m e nt. S o m eti m es  mis u n d er -
st a n di n gs s ettl e i nt o st al e m at e d sit u ati o ns b e c a us e n eit h er  
p art y  will  c h a n g e t h e s et of his j a w, t h e s et of his h e art,  
t h e s et of  his  t h o u g hts— b e c a us e  n eit h er  will  alt er  his  attit-  
t u d e. Gr a nt e d  t h at t h er e m a y  b e  gri e v a n c es  ( a n d r e m e m b er-
i n g als o t h at n o o n e is p erf e ct), t h er e still m ust  b e s o m e 
h o n est  alt eri n g  of  attit u d es,  s o m e gi vi n g  b y  s o m e o n e i n s o m e  
d e gr e e if r es e nt m e nts ar e e v er t o b e r es ol v e d, if p ers o n al  
r el ati o ns hi ps b et w e e n  estr a n g e d p e o pl e ar e e v er t o b e i m-
pr o v e d. A  p ers o n  m a y  si n c er el y f e el t h at it is n ot  his  pl a c e  
t o m a k e  t h e first m o v e.  H e  m a y  f e el t h at it is n ot  his  pl a c e  t o 
g o  h alf w a y — or  a n y p art  of  t h e w a y.  H e  m a y  si n c er el y f e el 
t h at t h e f a ult li es w h oll y  s o m e w h er e o utsi d e  hi ms elf. B ut  
s o m e o n e h as t o m o v e.  S o m e o n e,  s o m eti m e, h as t o br e a k  
t h e h e art br e a ki n g d e a dl o c ks of o p p osi n g p ers o n aliti es if 
t h e y ar e e v er a g ai n t o b e  c o m p ati bl e. S o m e o n e  h as t o d o 
s o m et hi n g if w h at  s h o ul d n ’t b e  is e v er t o b e  as it s h o ul d b e.  
S o m e o n e  m ust  m a k e  s o m e m o v e  if mis u n d erst a n di n gs  ar e  n ot  
f or e v er t o r e m ai n. T o  r e p e at t h e w or ds  of  Willi a m  J a m es: 
“ . . . h u m a n  b ei n gs c a n alt er t h eir li v es b y  alt eri n g t h eir 
attit u d es. ...” W h er e  s o m et hi n g s h o ul d b e d o n e, l et 
f als e pri d e b e  p us h e d asi d e; l et p e o pl e  w h o  s h o ul d n ot  b e  
a p art m o v e  t o w ar d o n e a n ot h er; l et r e p e nt a n c e e nt er t h e 
pi ct ur e;  l et m e n  m a k e  t h e m ost  of  lif e b y  h o n estl y  alt eri n g  
f als e attit u d es.

“X  S p o U W ar d "  F R O M  T E M P L E  S Q U A R E

P R E S E N T E D  O V E R  K S L  A N D  T H E  C O L U M BI A  B R O A D C A S TI N G

S Y S T E M, O C T O B E R  2 5, 1 9 5 3
. C o p yri g ht,  1 9 5 3

of  s u c h a ut h e nti c all y  E g y pti a n  n a m es  
as P a a n c hi,  M a nti,  a n d  H e m,  or  s u c h 
fr e a kis h J ar e dit e c ust o ms as k e e pi n g  
ki n gs  i n c o mf ort a bl e  i m pris o n m e nt all  
t h eir d a ys,  f or t h es e t hi n g s ar e  cl e arl y  
d es cri b e d i n t h e B o o k  of M or m o n,  
w ell  est a blis h e d i n t h e s e c ul ar w orl d,  
y et  k n o w n  t o n o  o n e  at t h e ti m e t h e 
B o o k  of  M or m o n  c a m e  f ort h. As  p os -
si bl e b ut  n ot  p ositi v e pr o of  w e  h a v e  
a  g o o d  d e al  of  e vi d e n c e  fr o m t h e N e w  
W orl d;  t h e h esit ati o n  t o a c c e pt t his 
pr o of  as fi n al c o m es  fr o m t h e i n a bilit y 
or r el u ct a n c e of o ur s e c ul ar e x p erts

( C o n cl u d e d o n  p a g e  4 1)
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Pri est h o o d
a ut h ori z e d. T h e y  ar e t o m a k e  f ull 
pr e p ar ati o ns  f or st a k e q u art erl y  c o n -
f er e n c es i n t h eir r es p e cti v e st a k es, a n d,  
u n d er t h e dir e cti o n of t h e visiti n g  
G e n er al  A ut h orit y,  c o n d u ct t h e c o n -
f er e n c e s essi o ns. A n d  at all ti m es 
t h e y ar e t o b e s u bj e ct t o dir e cti o ns  
fr o m t h e First  Pr esi d e n c y a n d t h e 
ot h er  G e n er al  A ut h oriti es.

S t a k e M el c hi z e d e k  P r i e st h o o d  
M e eti n g s  a n d  P ri est h o o d  L e a d e r -

s hi p M e et i n gs

It is t h e p oli c y  of t h e C h ur c h  f or 
t h e st a k e pr esi d e n ci es  t o dir e ct  a t w o- 
h o ur c o m bi n e d m o nt hl y  st a k e M el -
c hi z e d e k Pri est h o o d m e eti n g  a n d  
pri est h o o d  l e a d ers hi p m e eti n g  i n e a c h  
st a k e. E x c e pti o ns  t o t his r ul e ar e  
m a d e  o nl y  wit h  t h e c o ns e nt of t h e 
G e n er al  A ut h oriti es  i n c as es w h er e  
s c att er e d c o n diti o ns i n st a k es m a k e  it 
a d vis a bl e t o h ol d  t h es e m e eti n gs  n o  
oft e n er  t h a n o n c e  e a c h  q u art er. T his  
m o nt hl y  m e eti n g  aff or ds t h e st a k e  
pr esi d e n c y a n o p p ort u nit y t o m e et  
wit h  t h e pri est h o o d q u or u ms a n d  
tr a ns a ct s u c h b usi n ess as is n e c es -
s ar y i n t h e b est  i nt er est of  t h e pri est -
h o o d pr o gr a m a n d a cti vit y of t h e 
st a k e; h o w e v er, it s h o ul d b e  k e pt  i n 
mi n d  t h at t his m e eti n g  d o es  n ot  r e-
pl a c e  t h e m o nt hl y  q u or u m  m e eti n gs.  
( S e e I bi d., p p.  3 7- 4 1.)

S t a k e  a n d  F or ei g n  M i ssi o n ar y  
W or k

O n e  of  t h e i m p ort a nt r es p o nsi bili-
ti es of  st a k e pr esi d e n ci es  is t o or g a n -
i z e a n d dir e ct  st a k e missi o n ar y  w or k  
a n d p us h f or w ar d vi g or o usl y t h at 
pr o gr a m. St a k e  pr esi d e nts  s el e ct a n d  
r e c o m m e n d t o t h e First  Pr esi d e n c y  
st a k e missi o n  pr esi d e nts  w h o  ar e s et 
a p art  b y  o n e  of  t h e G e n er al  A ut h ori -
ti es. H o w e v er,  t h e c o u ns el ors t o t h e 
st a k e missi o n  pr esi d e nts  ar e s et a p art  
b y  st a k e pr esi d e n ci es. St a k e  missi o n -
ari es, r e c o m m e n d e d b y bis h o pri cs,  
ar e c all e d i nt o t h e s er vi c e b y st a k e  
pr esi d e n ci es,  a n d t h e y ar e t o s e e t h at 
t h e missi o n ari es  ar e r el e as e d fr o m all  
ot h er  C h ur c h  d uti es  s o t h at t h e y m a y  
d e v ot e t h eir f ull c h ur c h-s er vi c e ti m e 
t o t h e missi o n ar y  c a us e. It is als o  
J A N U A R Y 1 9 5 4  

t h e r es p o nsi bilit y of st a k e pr esi d e n -
ci es t o f urt h er t h e missi o n ar y  pr o -
gr a m  i n f or ei g n fi el ds.

S el e c ti n g  P er s o n n e l  f or  S t a k e  
W or k

Si n c e  bis h o ps of w ar ds  a n d t h eir 
c o u ns el ors, as w ell  as all ot h er  st a k e 
a n d  w ar d  offi c ers,  ar e a c c o u nt a bl e t o 
t h e st a k e pr esi d e n c y,  t h e st a k e pr esi -
d e n c y h as t h e ri g ht t o s el e ct a n y  
p ers o n i n t h e st a k e a n d assi g n hi m  
or  h er  t o d o  st a k e missi o n ar y  w or k  or  
t o a n y ot h er  j o b. It is d esir a bl e  t h at 
t h e st a k e pr esi d e n c y  c o ns ult  wit h  t h e 
bis h o pri c  of  t h e w ar d  c o n c er n e d  w h e n  
s el e cti o ns of  p ers o ns  t o d o  st a k e w or k  
ar e m a d e;  h o w e v er,  bis h o pri cs  s h o ul d  
r e c o g ni z e t h e f a ct t h at t h e y ar e a c -
c o u nt a bl e  t o t h e st a k e pr esi d e n c y  a n d  
s h o ul d r e a dil y s u b mit t o t h e d esir es  
of  t h eir s u p eri or offi c ers. B y  s o d o -
i n g u nit y  will  pr e v ail  t hr o u g h o ut t h e 
st a k es of  Zi o n  a m o n g t h e pri est h o o d  
h ol d ers a n d offi c ers. T his  will  r e-
s ult i n pr o gr essi o n a n d str e n gt h i n 
t h e c a us e of  b uil di n g  t h e ki n g d o m  of  
G o d.

U s e  of  H i g h  C o u n c ils  b y  S t a k e  
P r e si d e n c i e s

St a k e pr esi d e nts ar e a d vis e d t o 
m a k e  e xt e nsi v e us e of t h eir hi g h

N E W  A P P R O A C H E S  T O  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  S T U D Y

( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e 3 2)  

t o c o m e t o a n a gr e e m e nt r e g ar di n g 
j ust w h at  t h e y h a v e f o u n d. U ntil  
t h e y r e a c h a c o n c e ns us o ur  c o n diti o n  
n u m b er  t w o a b o v e  r e m ai ns u ns atisfi e d  
a n d  t h e iss u e u ns ettl e d. Fi n all y  t h er e 
ar e  d o u btf ul  bits  of  e vi d e n c e  p ut  f ort h 
as pr o of, b ut  w hi c h  w er e  b ett er  l eft 
al o n e. T h us  w hil e  t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  s a ys t h at m o u nt ai ns  r os e a n d  
f ell d uri n g  t h e gr e at  e art h q u a k e, t h e 
pr es e n c e of t h e R o c k y  M o u nt ai ns  
d o es n ot pr o v e a t hi n g, si n c e t h e 
B o o k  of M or m o n  d o es n ot pr et e n d  
f or a m o m e nt  t h at m o u nt ai ns  w er e  
n e v er  f or m e d at a n y ot h er  ti m e or  i n 

c o u n cils i n s u p er visi n g t h e v ari o us  
or g a ni z ati o ns a n d a cti viti es of t h eir 
st a k es. B y  s o d oi n g  m ar k e d  pr o gr ess  
a n d  effi ci e n c y  i n all  t h e or g a ni z ati o ns  
of  t h e st a k e will  b e  att ai n e d;  a n d  t his 
j vill r es ult i n t h e S ai nts ’ a d h eri n g  
m or e  cl os el y t o t h e c o m m a n d m e nts.  
It is a k n o w n f a ct t h at p e o pl e will  
r e a dil y r es p o n d t o g o o d l e a d ers hi p 
t h at k n o ws i n w hi c h  dir e cti o n it is 
g oi n g; a n d t h e First  Pr esi d e n c y  a n d  
its ass o ci at es l o o k t o t h e st a k e pr esi -
d e n ci es  t o s u p pl y t h at l e a d ers hi p.

A p p r e c i ati o n  E x pr ess e d  t o  S t a k e  

P r e si d e n ci es

T h e  G e n er al  A ut h oriti es  e x pr ess  
d e e p a p pr e ci ati o n t o all t h e st a k e  
pr esi d e n ci es t hr o u g h o ut t h e C h ur c h  
f or y o ur dili g e nt a n d f ait hf ul s er v -
i c es t o t h e c a us e of ri g ht e o us n ess, 
a n d  w e  e n c o ur a g e  y o u  t o c o nti n u e t o 
p erf or m  y o ur d uti es a n d t o m a g nif y  
y o ur c alli n gs t o t h e b est of y o ur  
a biliti es, e n d e a v ori n g t o h a v e e v er y  
or g a ni z ati o n  wit hi n  y o ur  st a k e b o u n ds  
f u n cti o n as n e ar  t o p erf e cti o n  as p os -
si bl e. If t h es e t hi n gs ar e d o n e, t h e 
S ai nts  will  li v e m or e  cl os el y t o t h e 
r e q uir e m e nts of t h e g os p el of J es us 
C hrist  a n d t h e C h ur c h  will  c o nti n u e  
t o gr o w i n str e n gt h, p o w er, a n d  
ri g ht e o us n ess. T h us,  a gr e at a n d  
m ar v el o us  w or k  will  b e  a c c o m plis h e d.

a n y  ot h er  w a y.  S u c h  “ e vi d e n c e ”  o nl y  
d o es  h ar m.

( T o b e  c o nti n u e d)

B i bl i o gr a p h y

“ T h us  H o us m a n,  o p. cit., I, I x v: “ N o w  
w h er e  all mss  gi v e  n o ns e ns e a n d ar e t h er e-
f or e c orr u pt, t h os e mss  ar e t o b e pr ef err e d  
w hi c h  gi v e  t h e w orst  n o ns e ns e,  b e c a us e  t h e y 
ar e li k el y t o b e t h e t h e l e ast i nt er p ol at e d.” 
Cf.  i bi d. V,  x x xiiiff.

2 0 T his  as p e ct of t h e B o o k  of M or m o n  is 
t h e s u bj e ct of  a t h esis writt e n  b y  Mr.  R o b ert  
K.  T h o m as  at R e e d  C oll e g e  i n 1 9 4 7.

2 1 Fr a n kli n S. H arris,  Jr., T h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  M ess a g e  a n d  E vi d e n c es  ( S alt L a k e 
Cit y:  D es er et  N e ws  Pr ess,  1 9 5 3).
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