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LEHI IN THE DESERT
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND RELIGION, 

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

X 
Con c lus ion

at c hi ng  Lehi’s travel-worn 
band wending its way down 
those delectable mountains to 

the sea, one is moved to reflect that 
they have come an unconscionably 
long way just to build a ship. Well, 
let the reader suggest some other 
route. The best guide to Arabia at 
the time of the writing of the Book 
of Mormon imagined forests and 
lakes in the center of Arabia,329 
while insisting that the coasts of 
that land were “a rocky wall ... as 
dismal and barren as can be: not a 
blade of grass, or a green thing” to 
be found.330 The Book of Mormon 
reverses the picture and has Lehi 
avoid the heart of the continent to 
discover smiling woodlands on the 
southern coast. Where else could 
Lehi have found his wood on 
the coast? ‘‘It is quite probable,” 
writes a present-day authority, 
‘‘that Solomon had to transport his 
ships, or the material for them, from 
the Mediterranean, for where on the 
shores of the Red Sea could timber 
be found for ship-building?”331

And by what other route could 
Lehi have reached his happy shore? 
The terrain is more passable in the 
north, but he could not have crossed 
north Arabia and then followed the 
east coast, for to do so he would 
have had to pass through strong 
and hostile kingdoms: the northern 
route was closed to him for political 
reasons. Equally impossible for 
the same reasons would have been 
a move to the west: the Mediter-
ranean was a world of closed har-
bors and closed seas. A direct 
route cutting diagonally across the 
peninsula would have taken the 
party away from the game-filled 
mountains of the coast and forced 
them to travel through what we now 
know to be difficult desert country, 
journeying three times as far in the 
sands as they actually did—and 
that was the limit of their endur-
ance. Nor could they have followed 
the coast all the way, because the 
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whole southwestern corner of the 
peninsula, which Lehi avoided even 
at the price of traversing part of the 
terrible Empty Quarter, comprised 
the kingdom of the.Sabaeans, prob-
ably the strongest, richest, and most 
thickly settled state Arabia has ever 
had.

So, long and painful though it 
was, Lehi’s itinerary turns out to 
have been actually the shortest and 
safest, if not the only one he could 
possibly have taken.

On the shore of the Arabian Sea 
the story of Lehi in the Desert 
properly ends. Though this has 
been but a preliminary telling, still 
there is enough to justify certain 
reflections by way of summary.

Some  Gene ra l  Con c lu si on s

We have never been very much 
interested in “proving” the Book of 
Mormon, for us its divine prove-
nance has always been an article of 
faith, and its historical aspects by 
far the /east important thing about 
it. But the “world” insists that it is 
a gross and stupid forgery, a bare-
faced fraud perpetrated by an ig-
norant rustic who could hardly write 
his name. They have made the 
charge; let them prove it. That 
should be very easy indeed if they 
are right, since the accused has com-
mitted himself in no uncertain terms 
and at unsparing length. The nature 
of the document he pretended to be 
translating is so singular and the 
conditions it must fulfil so unique 
and exacting, that its composer 
must certainly be convicted at a 
glance if he is lying. On the 
other hand, if his writing shows 
any tendency at all to conform 
to the peculiar conditions pre-
scribed, its critics must be put to a 
good deal of explaining, and if it 
shows a constant tendency to con-
form to those difficult conditions, its 
critics will be bankrupt. We be-
lieve that this little study, tentative 
and limited as it is, nonetheless indi-
cates such a tendency beyond 
reasonable doubt.

What has been proved? Simply 
that everything which the Book of 
I Nephi says happened really could 
have happened. Not that it did 
happen: to prove that is neither 
necessary nor possible. Unique 
events in history can never be re-
constructed with certainty; but 
characteristic, repeated events— 
manners, customs, rituals, etc., 
things that happen not just once 
but again and again in familiar 
patterns—may be the object of al-
most absolute certainty. Hence they, 
and not specific particulars, are the 
hardest things to fake; in testing 
forgeries and identifying documents 
it is the general pattern that is all- 
important.332 If a man claims, for in-
stance, that he overheard a particu-
lar conversation or witnessed a cer-
tain act in Tahiti, we are wasting 
our time trying to reconstruct the 
particular event (which could hap-
pen anywhere) if only we can prove 
that the man was never in Tahiti— 
and on that head a few casual but 
searching questions will turn the 
trick. So in talking about Lehi in 
the Desert we have, as it were, put 
the old patriarch on the stand as a 
witness in the case of Joseph Smith 
versus the world. Joseph Smith has 
been accused of fraudulent prac-
tices, and Lehi is a witness for the 
defense. He claims to have spent 
years in certain parts of the Near 
East about 2550 years ago. Is he 
telling the truth?

Generations of shrewd and de-
termined prosecutors have failed to 
shake Lehi’s testimony or catch him 
contradicting himself. That should 
be enough to satisfy the most criti-
cal. But now, lo and behold! Out of 
the dust come new witnesses—Cap-
tain Hoshaiah of Lachish, a host of 
sunburned explorers returned from 
Lehi’s deserts to tell us what life 
there is like, the ancient poets of 
the Arabs—and with them crates 
and crates of exhibits, A to Z, seals, 
inscriptions, letters, artifacts from 
Lehi’s own homeland. Whoever 
dreamed that Lehi would one day be
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confronted with eyewitnesses to the 
very scenes he claims he saw? In 
the light of all this new evidence, 
the defense asks that the case be 
reopened.

So-Lehi and the new-found wit-
nesses are cross-examined and their 
answers compared. The questions 
come thick and fast: What is your 
name? Don’t you know there is 
no such personal name? (A shard is 
produced from Lehi’s time and 
place, and it bears the name Lehi— 
quite common in those parts.) 
Where did you live at the time? 
What do you mean, “land of Jeru-
salem”? Don’t you mean the city? 
(Defense produces an ancient let-
ter showing that the territory 
around the city was all known as 
the land of Jerusalem in ancient 
times.) Who governed Jerusalem? 
What kind of men were they? 
What did you do to turn them 
against you? Where did you get 
this great wealth you talk about? 
How did you happen to learn 
Egyptian? Wasn’t that a waste of 
time? Why didn’t you learn Baby-
OCTOBER 1950 

lonian? What was all the trouble 
about in your family? I have quite 
a list of names here—your pur-
ported family and descendants: Do 
you expect the court to believe these 
are genuine? If this is a genuine 
list, why are there no Baal names in 
it? What is this expression, “the 
Lamb,” you use—don’t you know 
it is only found very late? (Defense 
produces example from the eighth 
century B.C.) You say you had 
dreams: about what? A river? 
What kind of river? What is this 
weird “mist of darkness”? Did you 
ever see anything like it when you 
were awake? (Dozens of witnesses 
testify.) Don’t you think a dream 
is pretty slim pretext for leaving 
your country? In which direction 
did you flee? How could you build 
up a big caravan without being ap-
prehended? What did you take 
with you? How did you travel— 
on foot? How did you manage to 
survive with women and children 
in a terrible desert? How did you 
manage to escape being killed off 
by raiders? What did you eat? Did 

you march continually? When you
camped, what was the first 
you did? What kind of 
What sort of game did you 
Where? How? Who did the 
ing? Your son made a bow, you 
say; where in desolate Arabia could 
he find wood for that? What right 
had you to go around giving new 
names to places? Do you think 
any sane person would give a river 
and its valley different names? 
(Roar of protest from Arab wit- 

GUlf W, nesses.) Whoever called the Red 
i Sea a fountain? Don’t you know 
•that there are no rivers in Arabia?

/'This little speech you gave to your 
«sons on the river bank—isn’t that 

whole story a bit farfetched? (More 
ift;- protest from the Bedouins.) Don’t 

you thing it rather silly to de-
scribe a valley as “firm and stead-
fast”? Where did your sons stay 
when they went back to Jerusalem? 
What about this cave? You say the 
record was on metal plates. Isn’t 
that a rather clumsy way to keep 
records? Aren’t fifty men a ridicu-
lously small garrison for a city like 
Jerusalem? You describe nocturnal 
meetings between the elders and 
the commandant: Wouldn’t it be 
much more sensible to hold meet-

thing 
altar? 
hunt? 
hunt-

ings by day? Do you want the 
court to believe that you actually 
carried grain with you on this long 
and exhausting journey? Are you 
trying to tell the court that you 
found a paradise on the southern-
most rim of the most desolate land 
on earth?338

And so on, and so on. The 
reader may add to the list of search-
ing questions at will—there are 
well over a hundred, and most of 
them such questions as no one on 
earth could have answered correct-
ly 120 years ago. The writer of 
I Nephi was confronted by a hun-
dred delicately interrelated prob-
lems of extreme difficulty. The 
probability ^of coming up with a 
plausible statement by mere guess-
work once or twice is dim enough, 
but the chances of repeating the 
performance a hundred times in 
rapid succession are infinitely re-
mote. The world through which 
Lehi wandered was to the westerner 
of 1830 a quaking bog without a 
visible inch of footing, lost in im-
penetrable fog; the best Bible stu-
dents were hopelessly misinformed 
even about Palestine.338 Yet we find

{Continued on following page)
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{ C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)  

o ur g ui d e c o nfi d e nt a n d s ur e-
f o ot e d, n e v er  r etr a ci n g his  st e ps t o 
c h a n g e his  c o urs e, n e v er  h esit ati n g  
a m o m e nt  or s e e ki n g r ef u g e i n 
v a g u e  a n d  n o n- c o m mitt al  v a p ori n gs,  
n e v er b e g gi n g t o b e e x c us e d a n d  
l a m el y f alli n g b a c k o n a n a p p e al  
t o b e u n d erst o o d  i n a “ r eli gi o us”  
s e ns e o nl y,  n e v er  m o vi n g  b e hi n d  a  
s m o k e s cr e e n or b e c o mi n g c o n -
s ci o usl y or  u n c o ns ci o usl y  c o nf usi n g  
or  i n v ol v e d.

T h e  pr es e nt tr e at m e nt of t h e 
L e hi  st or y l e a v es m u c h  t o b e d e -
sir e d (t v e c a n aff or d t o cr a v e t h e 
r e a d er’s i n d ul g e n c e f or usi n g t h e 
t er m J e w t o o fr e el y or e n g a gi n g  
i n r at h er f u z z y s p e c ul ati o n o n  
l a n g u a g e), b ut  if o nl y  a fr a cti o n of 
o ur i nf or m ati o n h as b e e n s o u n d,  
I N e p hi  c a n n ot p ossi bl y b e e x -
pl ai n e d o n t h e gr o u n ds of m er e  
c oi n ci d e n c e. T o  ill ustr at e t his, l et 
t h e r e a d er m a k e  a si m pl e t est. L et  
hi m sit d o w n  t o writ e  a hist or y  of  
lif e i n Ti b et  i n t h e mi d dl e  of  
el e v e nt h  c e nt ur y  A. D.  L et  hi m  c o n -
str u ct his  st or y w h oll y  o n  t h e b asis  
of  w h at  h e  h a p p e ns  t o k n o w  ri g ht 
n o w a b o ut Ti b et  i n t h e el e v e nt h  
c e nt ur y — ■ t h at will  f airl y r e pr e-
s e nt w h at  w as  k n o w n  a b o ut  a n ci e nt  
Ar a bi a  i n 1 8 3 0. I n writi n g  y o ur  
Ti b et a n  f a nt as y y o u  will  e nj o y  o n e  
gr e at  a d v a nt a g e: si n c e t h e c a n v as  
is a n a bs ol ut e bl a n k,  y o u  ar e fr e e 
t o fill it wit h  a n yt hi n g t h at stri k es 
y o ur f a n c y. S o  y o u s h o ul d h a v e  
n o tr o u bl e i n g etti n g “ s m o ot hl y  
l a u n c h e d i nt o y o ur  n arr ati v e, ” o n e  
criti c  w h o  s e e m e d t o t hi n k t h at is t h e 
o nl y  o bst a cl e  c o nfr o nti n g  t h e a ut h or  
of  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n.  B ut  t h er e 
ar e ot h er o bst a cl es, f or i n y o ur  
c hr o ni cl e of  ol d  Ti b et  w e  m ust  i n-
sist t h at y o u s cr u p ul o usl y o bs er v e  
a n u m b er of c o n diti o ns: ( 1) y o u  
m ust  n e v er m a k e  a n y a bs ur d, i m-
p ossi bl e, or c o ntr a di ct or y st at e -
m e nts;  ( 2) w h e n  y o u  ar e fi nis h e d, 
y o u m ust  m a k e  n o  c h a n g es i n t h e 
t e xt; ( 3) y o u m ust  gi v e o ut t h at 
y o ur  “ s m o ot h n arr ati v e ” is n ot  fi c-
ti o n b ut  tr u e, n a y, s a cr e d hist or y;  
( 4) y o u m ust  i n vit e t h e a bl est  
ori e nt alists  t o e x a mi n e  t h e t e xt wit h  
c ar e, a n d stri v e dili g e ntl y t o s e e 
t h at y o ur  b o o k  g ets  i nt o t h e h a n ds  
of  all t h os e m ost  e a g er t o pr o v e  it 
a f or g er y a n d m ost  c o m p et e nt t o 
e x p os e e v er y fl a w i n it. T h e  " a u -
t h or” of  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  o b- 
8 0 6
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s er v es all t h es e t errif yi n g r ul es 
m ost  s cr u p ul o usl y.

I n y o ur  Ti b et a n  e pi c y o u  mi g ht 
g et  s o m et hi n g ri g ht b y  h a p p y  a c ci -
d e nt  o n c e  i n a w hil e, b ut  y o u  n e e d  
n ot  e x p e ct  t o h a v e  a n yt hi n g  a ut h e n -
ti c. F or  c o ns ol ati o n y o u  m a y  n o w  
t a k e t h es e or  a n y  of  t h e b est  hist ori -
c al  n o v els  of  a n y  a g e  d e ali n g  wit h  a  
p eri o d a t h o us a n d or  s o y e ars  b e -
f or e t h e ti m e of  writi n g;  t h e n t a k e 
a r e d p e n cil a n d g et t o w or k, 
c h e c ki n g e v er y a n a c hr o nis m, i n-
c o n gr uit y, misi nf or m ati o n,  a n d i n-
a c c ur a c y i n t h e b o o k. T h e  r es ult 
is s c arl et c ar n a g e. B ut  b e  m er ci -
f ul! T o  r e ali z e w h at  diffi c ulti es  
c o nfr o nt t h e cr e ati v e hist ori a n,  o n e 
h as  b ut  t o c o nt e m pl at e  t h e l a b ori o us 
pr o d u cti o n of t h e B o o k  of M or -
m o n ’s l at est criti cs.

It w as  all  t o o e as y  f or t h e pr es e nt  
a ut h or, l a c ki n g t h e u nf air a d v a n -
t a g es of eit h er wit  or  l e ar ni n g, t o 
s h o w w h er e  t h e a b o v e- m e nti o n e d  
criti c c o ntr a di cts h ers elf a g ai n  
a n d a g ai n. It w as n ’t e v e n s p ort-
i n g. It r e q uir e d n ot o n e i ot a 
of “ s c h ol ars hi p. ” Si n c e t h e n it 
h as  b e e n p ossi bl e f or ot h ers  m or e  
dili g e nt a n d m or e  ast ut e t o g o  
f urt h er a n d s h o w h o w  t his a ut h or  
h as  d o ct or e d  t h e f o ot n ot es r e p e at e d-
l y, w hil e  a  m or e  c ar ef ul  e x a mi n ati o n  
of t h e st ar wit n ess,  t h e n ot ori o us  
B ai n bri d g e  c o urt  r e c or d, s h o ws t h at 
t h at pri c el ess tr e as ur e n e v er e x -
ist e d!3“

A  Vi ct or  H u g o  or a n A n at ol e  
Fr a n c e  c a n t ell a c o n vi n ci n g st or y  
w h e n  h e is n e ar  t o his o w n l a n d 
a n d ti m e, b ut  l et a n y writ er,  e v e n  
t h e m ost  l e ar n e d, sli p b a c k  a c o u -
pl e of t h o us a n d y e ars  a n d fi v e or  
si x t h o us a n d mil es  ar o u n d t h e 
gl o b e, a n d h e fi n ds hi ms elf i n a  
tr e a c h er o us sl o u g h fr o m w hi c h  h e 
c a n  o nl y  e xtri c at e  hi ms elf  b y  t a ki n g 
fr a n kl y t o t h e wi n gs  of  f a nt as y. It 
is n ot  t h e p arti c ul ar  e v e nts b ut  t h e 
g e n er al  b a c k gr o u n d  a n d  at m os p h er e  
of  t h eir st ori es a n d a t h o us a n d lit-
tl e sli ps of  d et ail  t h at o bli g e  M essrs.  
W hit e  a n d D o u gl as  t o wi n k  k n o w -
i n gl y a n d t ell us it’s all i n f u n. 
A n y  h a n d b o o k o n Gr e e k  a n d  
R o m a n  a nti q uiti es c a n s u p pl y a  
writ er  wit h  all t h e a c c ur at e d et ail  
h e  c a n p ossi bl y  us e,  b ut  n o  writ er  
y et  h as  s u c c e e d e d i n i nt e gr ati n g a  
m ass  of  s u c h st uff t o g et h er i nt o a  
si m pl e, n at ur al,  a n d  fl a wl ess w h ol e.  
N a o mi  Mit c his o n  c o m es n e ar est,  

p er h a ps,  b ut  o nl y  b e c a us e  s h e wis e -
l y c o nfi n es  h ers elf  t o d es cri bi n g  s u c h 
ti m el ess t hi n gs as m o u nt ai ns,  s e as,  
a n d h u m a n e m oti o ns. N e p hi  i m-
p arts his i nf or m ati o n i n s u c h si m-
pl e, eff ortl ess, a n d m att er- of-f a ct  
dis c o urs e t h at t h e r e a d er e asil y  
o v erl o o ks  t h e v ast  m ass  of  d et ail  h e  
h as s u c c e e d e d i n w e a vi n g  i nt o a  
n at ur al  a n d u n c o m pli c at e d  p att er n.  
W h at  writ er  of hist ori c al fi cti o n 
h as  e v er r e m ot el y a p pr o a c h e d s u c h 
a n a c hi e v e m e nt ?

B ut  h a v e n ’t w e  b e e n d e ci d e dl y  
p arti al  i n d e ali n g  wit h  t h e st or y of  
L e hi ? Of  c o urs e  w e  h a v e. W e  ar e  
t h e c o u ns el f or t h e d ef e ns e. O ur  
wit n ess es  h a v e  all b e e n  of  o ur  o w n  
c h o osi n g, b ut  n o  o n e  c a n d e n y  t h at 
t h e y ar e c o m p et e nt a n d u n pr ej u -
di c e d. W e  i n vit e t h e pr os e c uti o n  
t o cr oss- e x a mi n e  t h e wit n ess es.  T o  
d at e  t h e y h a v e  n ot  d o n e  s o, b ut  i n-
st e a d h a v e  br o u g ht  t h eir o w n  wit -
n ess es  i nt o c o urt, u p-t o- d at e  i nt el-
l e ct u als w h o  c a n  t ell us  j ust e x a ctl y  
w h at  t h e a c c us e d w as  t hi n ki n g 
w h e n  h e  wr ot e  t h e B o o k  of M or -
m o n.  S u c h e vi d e n c e is n ot e vi -
d e n c e  at all — it is b a d  s ci e n c e, b a d  
hist or y, a n d e v e n b a d n e ws p a p er -
r e p orti n g a n d  w o ul d  b e  r ej e ct e d b y  
a n y  c o urt  i n t h e l a n d. B ut  it. mi g ht 
i m pr ess t h e h alf- e d u c at e d  j ur y, a n d  
t h at is its p ur p os e. W e  c a n b est  
e x pl ai n t h e n e w  tr e n d i n B o o k  of  
M or m o n  criti cis m  b y  a  littl e p ar a bl e.

A  y o u n g  m a n  o n c e  cl ai m e d  h e  h a d  
f o u n d a l ar g e di a m o n d  i n his fi el d 
as h e  w as  pl o u g hi n g. H e  p ut  t h e 
st o n e o n  dis pl a y  t o t h e p u bli c  fr e e 
of  c h ar g e, a n d  e v er y o n e  t o o k si d es.  
A  ps y c h ol o gist s h o w e d, b y citi n g  
s o m e f a m o us c as e st u di es, t h at t h e 
y o u n g m a n  w as  s uff eri n g fr o m a  
w ell- k n o w n  f or m of  d el usi o n. A n  
hist ori a n s h o w e d t h at ot h er m e n  
h a v e  als o  cl ai m e d  t o h a v e  f o u n d di a -
m o n ds  i n fi el ds a n d b e e n  d e c ei v e d.  
A  g e ol o gist  pr o v e d  t h at t h er e w er e  
n o di a m o n ds  i n t h e ar e a b ut  o nl y  
q u art z: T h e  y o u n g  m a n  h a d  b e e n  
f o ol e d b y  a q u art z. W h e n  as k e d  
t o i ns p e ct t h e st o n e its elf, t h e 
g e ol o gist a ns w er e d wit h  a w e ar y,  
t ol er a nt s mil e a n d a ki n dl y s h a k e  
of  t h e h e a d. A n  E n glis h  pr of ess or  
s h o w e d t h at t h e y o u n g  m a n  i n d e -
s cri bi n g his st o n e us e d t h e v er y  
s a m e l a n g u a g e t h at ot h ers h a d  
us e d  i n d es cri bi n g  u n c ut  di a m o n ds:  
h e  w as,  t h er ef or e, si m pl y s p e a ki n g 
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( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  8 0 6)  

t h e c o m m o n l a n g u a g e of  his ti m e. 
A  s o ci ol o gist s h o w e d t h at o nl y  t hr e e 
o ut  of  1 7 7  fl orists’ assist a nts  i n f o ur 
m aj or  citi es b eli e v e d  t h e st o n e w as  
g e n ui n e. A  cl er g y m a n wr ot e  a 
b o o k  t o s h o w t h at it w as  n ot  t h e 
y o u n g  m a n  b ut  s o m e o n e els e w h o  
h a d  f o u n d t h e st o n e.

Fi n all y  a n  i n di g e nt j e w el er n a m e d  
S nit e p oi nt e d o ut t h at si n c e t h e 
st o n e w as  still a v ail a bl e f or e x -
a mi n ati o n t h e a ns w er t o t h e q u es -
ti o n of  w h et h er  it w as  a di a m o n d  
or n ot h a d a bs ol ut el y n ot hi n g  
t o d o  wit h  w h o  f o u n d it, or  w h et h er  
t h e fi n d er w as  h o n est or  s a n e, or  
w h o  b eli e v e d hi m, or w h et h er  h e  
w o ul d  k n o w a di a m o n d fr o m a  
bri c k, or w h et h er  di a m o n ds h a d  
e v er b e e n f o u n d i n fi el ds, or  
w h et h er  p e o pl e h a d e v er b e e n  
f o ol e d b y  q u art z  or  gl ass,  b ut  w as  
t o b e a ns w er e d si m pl y a n d s ol el y  
b y  p utti n g  t h e st o n e t o c ert ai n  w ell-  
k n o w n  t ests f or di a m o n ds.  E x p erts  
o n  di a m o n ds  w er e  c all e d i n. S o m e  
of  t h e m d e cl ar e d  it g e n ui n e. T h e  
ot h ers  m a d e  n er v o us  j o k es a b o ut it 
a n d d e cl ar e d t h at t h e y c o ul d n ot  
v er y w ell  j e o p ar di z e t h eir di g nit y  
a n d r e p ut ati o ns b y a p p e ari n g t o 
t a k e t h e t hi n g t o o s eri o usl y. T o  
hi d e  t h e b a d  i m pr essi o n t h us m a d e,  
s o m e o n e c a m e o ut  wit h  t h e t h e or y 
t h at t h e st o n e w as  r e all y a  s y nt h eti c  
di a m o n d,  v er y  s kilf ull y m a d e,  b ut  a  
f a k e j ust t h e s a m e. T h e  o bj e cti o n  
t o t his is t h at t h e pr o d u cti o n  of  a  
g o o d  s y nt h eti c di a m o n d 1 2 0  y e ars  
a g o w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  a n e v e n  m or e  
r e m ar k a bl e f e at t h a n t h e fi n di n g of  
a r e al o n e.

T h e  m or al  of t his st or y is t h at 
t h e t esti m o n y br o u g ht o ut b y t h e 
pr os e c uti o n, h o w e v er l e ar n e d, h as  
b e e n  t o d at e  e ntir el y  irr el e v a nt a n d  
i m m at eri al. It is h ar dl y  n e c ess ar y  
t o o bs er v e  t h at it is als o i n c o m p e-
t e nt, si n c e it is hi g hl y  ar g u m e nt ati v e  
a n d b as e d e ntir el y o n c o n cl usi o ns  
of  t h e wit n ess es,  w h o  h a v e  f urt h er-
m or e  alr e a d y  m a d e  u p  t h eir mi n ds,  
o n  ot h er  gr o u n ds,  t h at t h e a c c us e d  
is g uilt y.

A n ot h er  t hi n g, t h e pr os e c uti o n  
m ust  pr o v e  t h eir c as e t o t h e hilt:  it 
is n ot  e n o u g h  t o s h o w, e v e n  if t h e y 
c o ul d,  t h at t h er e ar e  mist a k es  i n t h e 
B o o k  of M or m o n,  f or all h u m a ns  
m a k e  mist a k es;  w h at  t h e y m ust  
e x pl ai n is h o w  t h e “ a ut h or ” of  t h at 
b o o k h a p p e n e d t o g et s o m a n y

t hi n gs ri g ht.“ 7 Ei g ht y- o d d  y e ars  of  
z e al o us s e ar c hi n g b y  t h e P al esti n e  
E x pl or ati o n  F u n d  h a v e  br o u g ht  t o 
li g ht littl e or  n ot hi n g  pr o vi n g t h e 
E x o d us;  t o t his d a y  “ of  t h e st or y  
of . . . S a ul,  D a vi d,  S ol o m o n,  or  
e v e n of  t h eir e xist e n c e, t h er e is n o  
tr a c e w h at e v er  o utsi d e of P al es -
ti n e.” Y et  t his s h ort a g e of e vi-
d e n c e b y  n o m e a ns  dis pr o v es t h e 
Bi bl e. W e  s h o ul d n ot h a v e  b e e n  
dis a p p oi nt e d or s ur pris e d t o fi n d 
all t h e r e c or ds c o m pl et el y sil e nt 
o n  m att ers  r el e v a nt t o t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n;  y et t h e y h a v e b e e n f ar 
fr o m t h at. If a m a n  m a k es  a mis -
t a k e i n s ol vi n g a v er y c o m pl e x  
m at h e m ati c al  pr o bl e m, t h at pr o v es  
n ot hi n g  as  t o his  a bilit y  as  a  m at h e-  
m at e ci a n,  f or t h e gr e at est m a k e  
sli ps. B ut  if h e s h o ws a c orr e ct  
s ol uti o n f or t h e pr o bl e m, it is 
i m p ossi bl e t o e x pl ai n  a w a y  his  s u c-
c ess as a n a c ci d e nt, a n d w e  m ust  
r e c o g ni z e hi m,  w h o e v er  h e  is, as a  
b o n a fi d e m at h e m ati ci a n.  S o  it is 
wit h  t h e a ut h or of  I N e p hi:  If w e  
c o ul d fi n d mist a k es  i n his  w or k,  w e 
c o ul d r e a dil y e x pl ai n a n d f or gi v e
t h e m, b ut  w h e n  h e  k e e ps  c o mi n g u p  
wit h  t h e ri g ht a ns w er ti m e aft er  
ti m e, w e  c a n o nl y  a c c e pt his o w n  
e x pl a n ati o n  of  h o w  h e  d o es  it.

O n e  si g nifi c a nt as p e ct of t h e 
st or y of L e hi  i n t h e D es ert  m ust  
n ot b e o v erl o o k e d. It is w h oll y,  
fr o m b e gi n ni n g  t o e n d, a hist or y  of  
t h e Ol d  W orl d.  T h er e  is i n it n ot  
s o m u c h  as a hi nt  of  t h e n o bl e  r e d 
m a n.  N ot hi n g  i n it e v er  b etr a ys  t h e 
sli g ht est s us pi ci o n t h at t h e dr a m a  is 
g oi n g t o e n d i n t h e N e w  W orl d.  
L e hi ’s p e o pl e t h o u g ht t h e y h a d  
f o u n d t h eir pr o mis e d  l a n d i n B o u nti -
f ul b y t h e s e a a n d w er e  h orri bl y  
u ps et  w h e n  N e p hi,  w h o  hi ms elf  h a d  
t h o u g ht t h e pr oj e ct i m p ossi bl e 
(I N e p hi  1 7: 8- 9), u n d ert o o k b y  
s p e ci al i nstr u cti o n t o b uil d  a s hi p.

Fr o m w h at  ori e nt al r o m a n c e,
t h e n, w as  t h e b o o k of I N e p hi  
st ol e n ? C o m p ar e  it wit h  a n y at -
t e m pts t o s ei z e t h e l ett er a n d t h e 
s pirit of  t h e gl a m or o us  E ast,  fr o m 
V olt air e  t o Grill p ar z er,  n a y, wit h  
t h e s o b er est ori e nt al hist ori es of  
t h e ti m e, a n d  it will  i m m e di at el y b e -
c o m e  a p p ar e nt  h o w  u nr e al,  e xtr a v a -
g a nt, o v er d o n e, a n d st er e ot y p e d  
t h e y all ar e, a n d h o w  s cr u p ul o usl y  
N e p hi  h as  a v oi d e d all t h e pitf alls  
i nt o w hi c h  e v e n t h e b est s c h ol ars

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  8 2 6)
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H er e  s  a  l o af of  e xtr a  v al u e —  

a  pr e mi u m  br e a d  i n e v er y  

w a y,  t h a n k s t o s killf ul  b a k -

i n g ari d  t h e u s e  of  hi g h e st  

q u alit y  i n gr e di e nt s o nl y.  

N e xt  ti m e, t a k e T a bl e  Q u e e n  

— f or br e a d  at  it s d eli ci o u s  

b e st.

I M P R O V E D E L A V O R  

E N RI C H E D

WI T H  VI T A MI N S

at  all  f Ot o S T O R E S
_ _ _ _ _ _ S wi

8 2 6

L e hi i n t h e D e s e rt
{ C o nti n u e d, fr o m p a g e  8 2 4)

w er e  s ur e t o f all. T h er e  is n o  
p oi nt  at all t o t h e q u esti o n: W h o  
wr ot e  t h e B o o k  of M or m o n ?  It 
w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  q uit e  as  i m p ossi bl e 
f or t h e m ost  l e ar n e d m a n  ali v e i n 
1 8 3 0  t o h a v e  writt e n  t h e b o o k  as it 
w as  f or t h e u ns c h o ol e d J os e p h 
S mit h. A n d  w h o e v er  w o ul d  a c -
c o u nt f or t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  b y  
a n y t h e or y s u g g est e d s o f ar— s a v e 
o n e — m ust  c o m pl et el y r ul e o ut  t h e 
first f ort y p a g es.

BI B LI O G R A P H Y

^ C o n d er's Ar a bi a, i n T h e M o d er n  Tr a v ell er  
s eri es ( L o n d o n, 1 8 2 5), p. 1 4f; p. 9: “ . . . s m all 
m o u nt ai n o us  o as es . . . s e e m t o f or m a c o nti n u e d  
li n e fr o m t h e s o ut h e ast of P al esti n e  t o O m a u n. "

^ o/ d e m. p. 3 4 8f
^ St e w art P er o w n e, “ N ot e  o n I Ki n gs,  C h.  X,  

1- 1 3, ” P E F Q  1 9 3 9, p.  2 0 0

S 3 2 T his  pri n ci pl e is w ell  ill ustr at e d i n C h e es m a n's  
criti cis m of P al gr a v e. T h o u g h  t h e l att er's d es cri p-  

H uf uf  ar e s o f ull of "s h e er i n a c c ur a c y” a n d  
bl a zi n g i n dis cr eti o n” as t o a p p e ar al m ost p ur e  

f a bri c ati o ns, a n d t h o u g h " P al gr a v e ’s m a p  of  H uf uf  is 
s o f ull of i n a c c ur a ci es t h at I h a v e n ot b e e n a bl e  
e v e n t o ori e nt it,” C h e es m a n  n o n et h el ess c o n cl u d es  
t h at T h e  pi ct ur e P al gr a v e  p ai nt e d of H uf uf,  its 
g ar d e ns, its ar c h w a ys, a n d its i n d ustri es a n d p e o -
pl e . . . c o ul d o nl y h a v e b e e n c o m p os e d b y a n  
e y e- wit n ess. ” N o  m att er  h o w i m p erf e ct t h e d et ails,  
t h e g e n er al pi ct ur e pr es e nts o bj e cts t h at w o ul d  n ot  
h a v e b e e n m e nti o n e d  if t h e y h a d n ot b e e n s e e n.  
(I n U n k n o w n  Ar a bi a,  p p. 6 7- 7 1.) “ It is o nl y t o o 
e as y, " writ es  t h e s a m e a ut h or, “ h o w e v er c ar ef ul o n e  
m a y  b e, t o f all i nt o littl e i n a c c ur a ci es i n a n e n d e a v or  
t o p ut c ol or i nt o o n e's o w n d es cri pti o n of a c o u n -
tr y, a n d it is e asi er still, as I f o u n d, t o c o m e  
b e hi n d  a n d p oi nt  o ut  t h e s h ort c o mi n gs of  a pr e d e c es -
s or. (I d., p. 7 0.) T his  is a p o w erf ul ar g u m e nt  
i n d e e d f or t h e s o b er a n d d et ail e d  a c c o u nt of N e p hi,  
w h os e  mist a k es  of d et ail w e  c o ul d p ar d o n if w e 
c o ul d dis c o v er t h e m. T h e  s a m e pri n ci pl e a p pli es t o 
t h e st u d y of d o c u m e nts. H o w  d o  w e  k n o w, f or e x -
a m pl e, t h at t h e t e xt of  M a n et h o,  a n a n ci e nt E g y pti a n,  
is a ct u all y pr es er v e d i n t h e l at e Gr e e k  writi n g  t h at 
h as c o m e d o w n t o us. B e c a us e,  s a ys E d.  M e y er  
( G. d. A. 1. 2. 2 4), it is j ust t h e s ort of t e xt t h at 
o n e w o ul d  e x p e ct t o fi n d o n a n E g y pti a n  p a p yr us.  
D et ails  ar e s e c o n d ar y.

8 3 3 1 ' S ci e ntifi c st u d y of t h e hist ori c al t o p o gr a p h y 
of  t h e H ol y  L a n d "  r e all y b e g a n  wit h  t h e first j o ur-
n e y of E d.  R o bi ns o n  i n 1 8 3 8 ( B ull. A m.  S c h. Or.  
R es.  7 4. p. 2). Y et  f ort y y e ars l at er a l e a di n g a u -
t h orit y o n P al esti n e writ es,  " F e w c o u ntri es ar e  
m or e  tr a v el e d i n t h a n P al esti n e; a n d i n f e w ar e  
t h e m a n n ers  a n d c ust o ms of t h e p e o pl e l ess k n o w n.  
. . . " (Cl e ar m o nt- G a n n e a u  i n P E F Q  1 8 7 5, 2 0 2f. ) 

T h e  offi ci al st at e m e nt of t h e P al est. E x pl,  F u n d,  
t e n y e ars l at er w as,  " T h er e is s c ar c el y a n yt hi n g  
d efi nit e k n o w n a b o ut t h e d es ert of  t h e W a n d eri n g. "  
( P al m er i n S ur v. Wst n.  P al est.  S p e c. P a p ers.,  p. 
7 3.) T h e  Bi bl e  its elf, i nst e a d of cl e ari n g u p pr o b -
l e ms, is t h e m ai n  c a us e f or t h e " gr e at dis cr e p a n -
ci es " i n t h e r e p orts of o bs er v ers, a c c or di n g t o 
P al m er. ( D es ert of t h e E x o d us  I, 2.) T h e  cl assi c  
e x a m pl e of t his is Dr.  H.  Cl a y  Tr u m b ull ’s K a d es h  
B ar n e a,  r e c o m m e n d e d b y hi g h a ut h oriti es i n 1 8 8 4  
as t h e st a n d ar d w or k  o n t h e s o ut h d es ert a n d  
“ a c c e pt e d b y bi bli c al g e o gr a p h ers as t h e a ut h orit y  
o n t h e distri ct, ” ri g ht d o w n t o o ur o w n ti m es, 
w h e n  W o oll e y  a n d L a wr e n c e  fi n all y s h o w e d it t o b e  
utt erl y "f a nt asti c” a n d w ors e t h a n w ort hl ess.  
( P E F Q 1 9 1 4, p. 1 9f; T h e Wil d er n ess  of Zi n. p. 
7 1f.) As  t o Cl ar k e's  w or k  o n t h e s a m e ar e a,  
p u blis h e d i n t h e P E F Q i n 1 8 8 3 (t h e y e ar aft er  
Tr u m b ull's  f ar c e), it w as  s o a bs ur d t h at t h e s a m e 
criti cs c o nt e nt't h e ms el v es wit h  r e m ar ki n g: " W e will  
n ot pri nt c o m m e nts o n t his,” ( Wil d er n ess of Zi n.  
p. 7 3, n. 1.) I n 1 9 3 5 C ol.  N e w c o m b e  wr ot e.  “ I h a d  
s e v er al b o o ks o n t h e s u bj e ct of t h e W a n d eri n gs,  
b ut n e arl y all w er e  ■ writt e n  b y i d e alisti c b ut v er y  
i n e x p eri e n c e d visit ors; m ost  of t h es e b o o ks h a d  
e ntir el y miss e d  t h e tr ut h fr o m l a c k of k n o wl e d g e  of  
t h e c o u ntr y or u n d erst a n di n g of t h e B e d ui n  mi n d.  
E a c h  s e e m e d t o e x a g g er at e gr ossl y his o w n littl e 
t h e or y at t h e e x p e ns e of a n y o n e els e's. " ( P E F Q 
1 9 3 5, p. 1 1 0- 1.) Y et  e v e n if t h e Bi bl e  w er e  a 
f o ol pr o of g ui d e, t h e st or y of L e hi  g o es f ar b e y o n d  
it. T h e  f a ct “ t h at t h e P h ar o a hs  w er e  m ast ers  of 
t h e c o u ntr y i n t h e ti m e of J os h u a a n d t h e e arl y  
J u d g es . . . w o ul d  n ot h a v e b e e n s us p e ct e d b y t h e 
r e a d ers of t h e Bi bli c al  n arr ati v e al o n e, b ut is. o n e  
of t h e ass ur e d r es ults of ar c h a e ol o g y. ” ( C ai g er. 
Bi bl e  a n d  S p a d e,  p. 6 9f.) J ust s o t h e B o o k  of First  

I N e p hi  is f ull of t hi n g s t h at " w o ul d n ot h a v e  b e e n  
( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  8 2 8)
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“Somehow I don't mind waiting up 
for Emmy Lou anymore since you've been making these 

Star-Kist Tuna Sandwiches."

In a delicious sandwich, 
for a tasty casserole, or a 
refreshing salad—anyway 
you serve it—it’s Star-Kist 
for tender, tasty, tuna 
every time! And there’s a

reason, as you will discov-
er: The smaller tuna are 
naturally better-tasting. 
Only these smaller tuna 
are packed under the Star-
Kist brand. Try it today!
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Lehi in the Desert
(Continued from page 826) 

suspected by readers of the Biblical narrative alone,” 
and yet are now among "the assured results of 
archaeology. The complete and general disagree-
ment of the experts as to what happened when 
Nebuchadnezzar invaded Palestine is nicely illus- 
88ate95b97fr°f’ Albri9ht in Jnl- BibL Lit- 51 <>932),

334See preceding note. Doughty feels that it is nec-
essary to correct persistent misconceptions of "Orien-
talism” in the western mind: the “tales of an 
European Orientalism” are entirely romantic and 
misleading (Arabia Deserta I, 96); in Arabia there 
13 i (or nothln9) of ‘Orientalism.’ ” (Id. I, 
631.) That fantastic Orientalism” (he writes in 
his index) “which is as it were the odour of a 
lady s casket, is not Arabian but foreign." Travel in 
the East is by no means a sure corrective to these 
warped views, and might even have the opposite 
effect, according to Ed. Meyer (Gesch. d. Alt. 
1.2.10), for in the East in modern as in ancient 
times, unscrupulous guides and many other things 
conspire to "take in” the western traveler and ex-
ploit and excite his gullibility. A present-day 
traveler would have a harder time than ever to 
duplicate the conditions of Lehi’s day, for in large 
parts of the East “the old Bedu tradition has been 
shattered but nothing has taken its place.” (E. Ep-
stein in PEFQ 1939. p. 69.) In 1865 the Pales-
tine Exploration Fund was founded to dispel the 
clouds of ignorance and misinformation that still 
enveloped the Holy Land. (PEFQ 1910, p. 192.) 
Most of the area covered in I Nephi has never 
been studied, and of the south desert, a main ob-
jective of the Palestine Exploration Fund for many 
years, a specialist could still write in 1938, "Our 
study of this interesting district has only just be-
gun.” (G. E. Kirk, "Archaeological Exploration in 
the Southern Desert.” (PEFQ 1938, p. 214.) "Today 
Arabia is still almost absolutely closed to the investi-
gations of science,” wrote Pere M. J. Lagrange, 
Etudes sur les Religions Semetiques,” Revue Bib-
lique X, 39. In the 1920’s Cheesman, prepara-
tory to traveling in central Arabia, "searched all 
sources for first-hand information without avail.” 
(Unknown Arabia, p. 15.) In 1921, according to the 
same authority, "Nothing was known of the coast of 
Oquair, beyond that it was a bay," (p. 31), though 
this is one of the most approachable parts of 
Arabia. Even Burton could write: "Of the Rub’a 
al-Khali I have heard enough, from credible relators, 
to conclude that its horrid depths swarm with a 
large and half-starving population," (Pilg. to Al- 
Madinah, etc. I, 3): Philb and Thomas have shown 
in our own day that its horrid depths do nothing 
of the sort, nor ever have. If intelligent people 
have let their imaginations run wild, it has been 
because there was no other way of supplying missing 
information: "The life of the nomad patriarchs 
and the wanderers of Israel (and, we might add, of 
Lehi) in the desert present the greatest contrast 
with our European customs,” says Baldensperger 
(PEFQ 1901, p. 185), "and we cannot wonder 
that Colenso found in the book of Genesis so many 
statements which seemed to him incompatible with 
his own ideas.” The proof of Genesis lies in the 
very fact that those statements are incompatible 
with western ideas. Conder's Arabia, p. 7, fur-
nishes an interesting picture of how the best author-
ities regarded Arabia at the time- the Book of 
Mormon was written: "The whole peninsula, 
Neibuhr says, may be considered as an immense 
pile of mountains, encircled with a belt of flat, arid, 
sandy ground," almost the exact opposite of the 
true picture.

33SThe writer is here referring to his No Ma’am, 
That’s Not History (Bookcraft, 1946), and to the 
more basic investigations of Alma Burton of 
Brigham Young University. Especially, however, 
the reader is referred to the definitive handling of 
the court records by Dr. Francis W. Kirkham, A 
New Witness of Christ in America (Enlarged 2nd 
Edition, Zion’s Publishing Company, Independence, 
Mo., 1947), pp. 370-394.

338 Any reader possessed of boundless time and 
patience may discover the answers to these and 
hundreds of like searching questions in the fore-
going articles. On one point the author has been 
taken to task by readers of the Book of Mormon in 
recent weeks:

At present the claim is being put forth in some 
quarters that the story of Laban’s demise is absurd, 
if not impossible. It is said that Nephi could not 
have killed Laban and made his escape. Those 
who are familiar with night patroling in wartime, 
however, will see in Nephi’s tale a convincing 
and realistic account. In the first place, the higher 
critics are apparently not aware that the lighting 
of city streets, except for festivals, is a blessing 
unknown to ages other than our own. Hundreds 
of passages might be cited from ancient writers, 
classic and oriental, to show that in times gone 
by, the streets at night, even of the biggest cities, 
were very dark and hence very dangerous. To 
move about late at night without lamp bearers and 
armed guards was to risk almost certain assault. 
In times of social unrest we know from many sources, 
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L e hi  i n t h e D e s e rt

1 0 0 0  Y O U N G  F A R M E R S  F R O M  

4  S T A T E S  C O M P E T E  F O R  P U R E -

B R E D  C A L F  A N D  S H E E P  A W A R D S

9 2 0 0  S T U D E N T S  LI S T E N  T O  

T H E  U T A H  S Y M P H O N Y

1 5 0 0  B O Y S  P L A Y  B A S E B A L L

4 0 0 0  B O Y S  A N D

L E A R N  T O

GI R L S  

S WI M

Vit al  st ati sti c s ? P er h a p s  . . .- y et m or e  t h a n t h at. T h e  

y o ut h  of  a n y  c o m m u nit y m u st  b e  t h at c o m m u nit y' s  l e a d er s 

t o m orr o w. T h at' s  w h y  T h e  S alt  L a k e  Tri b u n e  s p o n s or s  s u c h  

y o ut h  a cti viti e s  a s  li st e d a b o v e  a n d  t a k e s s u c h a n  a cti v e  

i nt er e st i n y o ut h.

A n d  t h at' s a n ot h er  r e a s o n w h y  it' s k n o w n  a s  . . .

" O n e  of  A m eri c a ^  Gr e at  N e w s p a p er s "

T H E  S A L T  L A K E  T RI B U N E

T H E  W A Y  T O  

P L E A S A N T  

DI NI N G

B e  it br e a kf a st,  l u n c h e o n, or  

di n n er, y o u'll fi n d y o ur f a-

v orit e di s h e s pr e p ar e d p er -

f e ctl y a n d s er v e d wit h  

c o urt e s y i n t h e p o p ul ar  

H ot el  Ut a h  C off e e  S h o p.  

C o m e  oft e n.  J

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  8 2 8)  

t h at str e ets at ni g ht w er e  virt u all y gi v e n o v er t o 
t h e u n d er w orl d, as t h e y w er e  i n s o m e E ur o p e a n  
citi es d uri n g t h e bl a c k o uts of t h e l at e w ar. T h e  • 
e xtr e m e n arr o w n ess of t h e a n ci e nt str e ets m a d e  
t h eir bl a c k o ut d o u bl y eff e cti v e. Fr o m t h e a n ci e nt  
c o m e d y w e  l e ar n h o w h e a vil y b arr e d a n d cl os el y  
g u ar d e d t h e d o ors of pri v at e h o us es h a d t o b e at  
ni g ht, a n d ar c h a e ol o g y h as s h o w n us E ast er n  citi es  
i n w hi c h  a p p ar e ntl y n ot a si n gl e h o us e wi n d o w  
o p e n e d o nt o t h e p u bli c str e et. E ast  a n d W est,  
t h e i n m at es si m pl y s h ut t h e ms el v es i n at ni g ht as  
if i n a b esi e g e d f ortr ess. E v e n  i n S h a k es p e ar e ’s 
d a y w e  s e e t h e c o mi c al t err or of t h e ni g ht w at c h  
p assi n g t hr o u g h t h e str e ets at h o urs w h e n  all  
h o n est p e o pl e ar e b e hi n d d o ors. I n a w or d,  t h e 
str e ets of a n y a n ci e nt cit y at ni g ht (t h e cl assi c  
tri al of Al ci bi a d es  pr o v es t his stri ki n gl y) w er e  a  
p erf e ct s etti n g f or t h e c o m mitti n g of d e e ds of vi o -
l e n c e wit h o ut  f e ar of d et e cti o n.

It w as  v er y l at e w h e n  N e p hi  c a m e u p o n L a b a n  
(I N e.  4: 5 2 2); t h e str e ets w er e  d es ert e d a n d  
d ar k. L et  t h e r e a d er i m a gi n e w h at  h e w o ul d  d o  
if h e w er e  o n p atr ol n e ar a n e n e m y h e a d q u art ers  
d uri n g a bl a c k o ut a n d st u m bl e d o n t h e u n c o ns ci o us  
f or m of s o m e n ot ori o usl y bl o o dt hirst y e n e m y  
g e n er al. B y  t h e br ut al c o d e of w ar  t h e e n e m y h as  
n o cl ai m t o a f or m al tri al, a n d it is n o w or n e v er.  
L a b a n  w as  w e ari n g  ar m or, s o t h e o nl y c h a n c e of  
dis p at c hi n g  hi m q ui c kl y, p ai nl essl y, a n d s af el y w as  
t o c ut off his h e a d — t h e c o n v e nti o n al tr e at m e nt of  
cri mi n als i n t h e E ast,  w h er e  b e h e a di n g h as al w a ys  
b e e n b y t h e s w or d, a n d w h er e  a n e x e c uti o n er  
w o ul d  b e fi n e d f or f aili n g t o d e c a pit at e his vi c -
ti m at o n e cl e a n str o k e. N e p hi  dr e w t h e s h ar p,  
h e a v y w e a p o n  a n d st o o d o v er L a b a n  a l o n g ti m e, 
d e b ati n g his c o urs e. (I N e.  4: 9- 1 8.) H e  w as  a  
p o w erf ul m a n  a n d a n e x p ert h u nt er: Wit h  d u e  
c ar e s u c h a o n e w o ul d  d o a n e at j o b a n d a v oi d  
g etti n g m u c h  bl o o d o n hi ms elf. B ut  w h y  s h o ul d  
h e w orr y  a b o ut t h at. T h er e  w as  n o c h a n c e of  
m e eti n g  a n y h o n est citi z e n, a n d i n t h e d ar k n o  
o n e w o ul d  n oti c e t h e bl o o d a n y w a y. W h at  t h e y 
w o ul d  n oti c e, e v e n i n t h e d ar k, w o ul d  b e t h e ar m or 
t h at N e p hi  p ut o n. T h e  ar m or, i n ci d e nt all y, li k e 
t h e s w or d, c o ul d b e e asil y wi p e d  cl e a n. T h e  
d o n ni n g of t h e ar m or w as  t h e s hr e w d a n d n at ur al  
t hi n g f or N e p hi  t o d o. A  n u m b er  of i nst a n c es fr o m 
t h e l ast w ar  c o ul d b e cit e d t o s h o w t h at a s p y i n 
t h e e n e m y c a m p is n e v er s o s af e as w h e n  h e is 
w e ari n g  t h e i nsi g ni a of a hi g h milit ar y  offi ci al:  
N o  o n e d ar es c h all e n g e s u c h p e o pl e ( w h o ar e  
oft e n t o u c h y); t h eir b usi n ess is at all ti m es "t o p  
s e cr et, " a n d t h eir u nif or m gi v es t h e m c o m pl et e  
fr e e d o m t o c o m e a n d g o u n q u esti o n e d.

N e p hi  t ells us t h at h e w as  "l e d b y t h e s pirit.”  
H e  w as  n ot t a ki n g i m p ossi bl e c h a n c es, b ut b ei n g i n 
a ti g ht pl a c e h e f oll o w e d t h e s ur est f or m ul a of 
t h os e w h o  h a v e c arri e d off ti c klis h assi g n m e nts.  
H e  w as  cl e ar of t h e t o w n b ef or e a n yt hi n g w as  
dis c o v er e d. I n his  w h ol e  e x pl oit t h er e is n ot hi n g  t h e 
l e ast i m pr o b a bl e.

( T h e E n d)

H O T E L  U T A H
M a x  C ar p e nt er,  M a n a g er

T h r e e  A p p oi nt e d  t o Y. M. M.I. A.  

G e n e r al  B o a r d

( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  7 6 6)

t h e missi o n  i n C z e c h osl o v a ki a.  B e -

si d es his  t w el v e y e ars  i n t h e missi o n  

fi el d, h e  h as  s er v e d f o ur y e ars as  
a m e m b er  of t h e P arl e ys  W ar d  

bis h o pri c  i n S alt  L a k e  Cit y  a n d  b e e n  
a cti v e  i n w ar d  M ut u al  w or k.

H e  a n d Mrs.  T or o nt o  ar e t h e 

p ar e nts  of  si x c hil dr e n — t hr e e s o ns 
a n d t hr e e d a u g ht ers.

El d er  T or o nt o  h as  b e e n  assi g n e d  
t o t h e M  M e n  C o m mitt e e  of t h e 

g e n er al  b o ar d.

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A




