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Par t  IV

4« open-air market place, in the Near East where 
travelers to and from desert places carry on their 
daily mode of life, in much the same manner as 
did Lehi and his family of old.

[H| IN THE

T
he  editors of the Book of Mor-
mon have given a whole verse 
to Nephi’s laconic statement, 

“And my father dwelt in a tent” (I 
Nephi 2:15), and rightly so, since 
Nephi himself finds the fact very 
significant and refers constantly to 
his father’s tent as the center of his
universe.185 To an Arab, “my father 
dwelt in a tent” says everything. 
“The present inhabitants of Pal-
estine,” writes Canaan, “like their 
forefathers, are of two classes: 
dwellers in villages and cities, and 
the Bedouin. As the life and habits
of the one class differ from those 
of the other, so do their houses dif-
fer. Houses in villages are built 
of durable material ... on the other
hand, Bedouin dwellings, tents, are 
more fitted for nomadic life. . . ,”13a 
An ancient Arab poet boasts that 
his people are “the proud, the chiv-
alrous people of the horse and 
camel, the dwellers-in-tents, and no 
miserable ox-drivers.”137 A Persian 
king but fifty years after the fall of 
Jerusalem boasts that all the civi-
lized kings “as well as the Bedouin 
tent-dwellers brought their costly 
gifts and kissed my feet,”138 thus 
making the same distinction as the 
later poet. One of the commonest 
oaths of the Arabs, Burckhardt re-
ports, is “by the life of this tent and 
its owners,” taken with one hand 
resting on the middle tent pole.130 
If a man’s estate is to be declared 
void after his death, “the tent posts
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are torn up immediately after the 
man has expired, and the tent de-
molished.”140 If a woman wants to 
divorce her husband, she simply
turns over his tent.141 And what 
applies today, as Doughty notes, 
applied to the children of Israel in 
Old Testament times. Indeed, 
Hebrew tent (ohel) and Arabic 
family (ahl)'were originally one and 
the same word.142 “The Bedouin has
a strong affection for his tent,” says 
Canaan. “He will not exchange it 
with any stone house.”143 So Jacob 
was “an honest man and dwelt in
tents,” though, let us add, by no 
means in squalor: “Casual travelers 
in the Orient, who have seen only 
the filthy, wretched tents of the 
tribeless gypsy Bedouins . . . would 
be surprised, perhaps, at the spa-
ciousness and simple luxury in the 
tent of a great desert sheikh.

So with the announcement that 
his “father dwelt in a tent,” Nephi 
serves notice that he had assumed 
the desert way of life, as perforce 
he must for his journey: any east-
erner would appreciate the signifi-
cance and importance of the state-
ment, which to us seems almost 
trivial. If Nephi seems to think of 
his father’s tent as the hub of every-
thing, he is simply expressing the 
view of any normal Bedouin, to 

whom the tent of the sheikh is the 
sheet anchor of existence.145

It is not uncommon in the East 
for rich town and country people 
to take to the desert for a spell,148 
so Lehi was by no means doing the 
impossible or unusual thing; only 
the people who do so are of course 
those who already have had a good 
deal of experience in the desert way 
and have acquired a taste for it.

The  Orde r  o f  Marc h

'J’he  Book of Mormon tells us a 
good deal about how Lehi and 

his people moved through the desert, 
and this can now be checked against 
the firsthand reports of life with 
the Arabs which the last one hun-
dred years, and especially the last 
forty, have brought forth. All these 
would agree with Nephi that the 
keynote of life in Arabia is hard-
ship: “his life is hard, a ceaseless 
struggle for existence against na-
ture and man.”14’ “It is no exag-
geration,” writes a present-day au-
thority, “to say that the Bedouin 
is in an almost permanent state of 
starvation.”148 “Many times between 
their waterings,” Doughty reports, 
“there is not a single pint of water 
left in the greatest sheikh's tent.”149 
A passage from Palgrave is par-
ticularly impressive: “Then an in-
sufficient halt for rest or sleep, at 
most two or three hours, soon in-
terrupted by the oft-repeated admo-
nition, ‘If we linger here, we all die 
of thirst,’ sounding in our ears, and 
then to remount our jaded beasts 
and push them on through the dark 
night with the constant probability 
of attack or plunder from roving 
marauders ... at about an hour 
before sunset we would stagger off 
our camels aS best we might, to 
prepare an evening feast of pre-
cisely the same description as that 
of the forenoon, or more often, lest 
the smoke of our fire should give 
notice of some distant rover, to con-

THE IMPROVEMENT ERA



tent ourselves with dry dates and 
half an hour’s rest on the sand.”150 
This, it is true, is marching under 
pressure, but the conditions — no 
fire, raw meat, “wading through 
much affliction,” are exactly dupli-
cated in the Book of Mormon.

Lehi’s party is described as mov-
ing through the desert for a few 
days (three or four) and then 
camping “for the space of a time.” 
This is exactly the way the Arabs 
move. Caravan speeds run between 
two and one-quarter and three and 
nine-tenths miles an hour, thirty 
miles being, according to Cheesmen, 
“a good average” for the day, and 
sixty miles being the absolute maxi-
mum.151 “The usual estimate for a

good day’s march is reckoned by 
Arab writers at between twenty-
eight and thirty miles: in special or 
favorable circumstances it may be 
nearly forty.”“3 On the other hand, 
a day’s slow journey “for an ass-
nomad, moving much slower than 
camel-riders, is twenty miles.”“8

Length of camps varies (as in 
the Book of Mormon) with circum-
stances. “From ten to twelve days 
is the average time a Bedouin en-
campment of ordinary size will re-
main on the same ground,” accord-
ing to Jennings Bramley, who, how-
ever, observes, “I have known them 
to stay in one spot for as long as 
five or six months.”154 The usual 
thing is to camp as long as possible 
in one place until “it is soiled by 
the beasts, and the multiplication 
of fleas becomes intolerable, and the 
surroundings afford no more pas-

turage, [then] the tents are pulled 
down and the men decamp.”155

“On the Syrian and Arabic plain 
the Bedouins encamp in summer . . . 
near wells, where they remain often 
for a whole month.”“6 Lehi’s time 
schedule thus seems to be a fairly 
normal one, and the eight years 
he took to cross Arabia argue 
neither very fast nor very slow prog-
ress—the Beni Hilal took twenty-
seven years to go a not much 
greater distance. After reaching the 
seashore Lehi’s people simply 
camped there “for the space of 
many days,” until a revelation again 
put them in motion.

Were Lehi’s party ass-nomads 
or camel-nomads? The latter, there 
can be no doubt. The times re-
quired it, and the Book of Mormon 
insists on it. But before giving the 
proof, it would be well to correct 
the theory, sometimes propounded, 
that the party went on foot. When 
the Lord appoints a man to a task, 
he gives him the means of carrying 
it out, and to Lehi he had given 
ample means indeed. The sight of a 
rich merchant and his family setting 
out for the desert in a caravan

(Continued on page 320)

GEORGE ALBERT SMITH, <Llboctor

President George Albert Smith receiving 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Humani-
ties from President A. Ray Olpin of the 
University of Utah.

High honor was accorded Presi-
dent George Albert Smith at the 
convocation celebrating the one 
hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of the University of Utah 
on February 28, when he received
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an honorary doctor of humanities 
degree.

Kingsbury Hall was filled to over-
flowing with an audience, many of 
whom wore the colorful academic 
robes of some of the world's great-
est academic centers. It was the 
President’s privilege to offer the in-
vocation for that group at the 
beginning of that meeting.

Later in the program, Dean O. 
Meredith Wilson of the university 
college arose and said:

Mr. President:
May I present George Albert Smith, 

three times President of societies for de-
veloping scientific farming, sixteen years 
President of the Society for the Aid of 
the Sightless, Founder and President of 
the Utah Pioneer Trails and Landmarks 
Association, Director of the Oregon Trails 
Memorial Association, twenty years execu-
tive of the Boy Scouts of America and 
recipient of the silver beaver and silver 
buffalo awards, for a generation a leader 
in and now President of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who has 
traveled over a million miles in the interest 
of peace. He has helped to build a living 
economy, devoted years to the handi-

capped, kept alive a devotion to the ideals 
and achievements of the pioneers, and in-
vested his best efforts in the leadership of 
tomorrow. A prophet to the members of 
his Church, a counselor, and friend to all, 
being a servant of all men, he is, in truth, 
a man of God. For a lifetime of devoted 
service to the welfare of all his fellow 
men, I recommend that he be awarded 
the degree of Doctor of Humanities, honoris 
causa.

President Smith then received the 
degree from President A. Ray Olpin 
of the University of Utah.

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr., 
represented his Alma Mater, Co-
lumbia University, and as a delegate 
of the American Academy of Politi-
cal and Social Science during the 
founders’ day exercises.

Dr. John A. Widtsoe of the 
Council of the Twelve and one of 
the three living former presidents 
of the University played an impor-
tant part in the centennial proceed-
ings. He took part in a symposium, 
entitled “One Hundred Years of 
Education in Utah,” in which his 
particular subject was “The Early 
Years.”
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( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 7 7)  

e v e n of s o m e m a g nifi c e n c e  w o ul d  
n e v er h a v e e x cit e d t h e sli g ht est 
c o m m e nt: B ur c k h ar dt  d es cri b es  as  
a m att er  of  c o urs e p assi n g  b y  t h e 
c ar a v a n of a ri c h m er c h a nt  fr o m 
M as k at  i n t h e mi dst  of  t h e d es ert —  
“ h e h a d t e n c a m els t o c arr y his  
w o m e n,  his  i nf a nt c hil dr e n,  his  s er v-
a nts, a n d his b a g g a g e. ” 1 5 7 L e hi  
w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  s u c h a o n e. B ut  
f or a n el d erl y a n d arist o cr ati c H e -
br e w  t o l o a d hi ms elf,  his  wif e,  a n d  
his c hil dr e n wit h  t e nts, w e a p o ns,

( pl a n, V L ol o  t o Ûtl s n d,

T h e  U T A H  S T A T E  A G RI C U L T U R A L  C O L L E G E  

S U M M E R  S C H O O L

£ 0 o L  f a di o, —  3 b) q c u L, l At a h.

Fi rst  s essi o n, si x w e e ks,  b e gi ns — J u n e 5

S e c o n d  s essi o n, fi v e w e e ks,  b e gi ns — J ul y  1 7

B e gi n ni n g,  a d v a n c e d, a n d gr a d u at e  c o urs es will  b e  off er e d  i n 

all d e p art m e nts b y a str o n g r esi d e nt f a c ult y, s u p pl e m e nt e d b y  

visiti n g  pr of ess ors  fr o m diff er e nt  p arts  of  t h e n ati o n.

C o urs es  t o m e et  r e q uir e m e nts f or all t y p es of  t e a c hi n g c ertifi -

c at es ar e list e d. N u m er o us  s p e ci al off eri n gs,  i n cl u di n g: t h e F a mil y  

Lif e  I nstit ut e; C o a c hi n g  S c h o ol;  C o nf er e n c es  of  H o m e  E c o n o mi cs ’ 

t e a c h ers, A gri c ult ur e  t e a c h ers, S c h o ol  L u n c h  w or k ers,  a n d I n d us-

tri al E d u c ati o n  t e a c h ers ar e s c h e d ul e d.

R e cr e ati o n  e v e nts, i n a d diti o n t o c a m p us l e ct ur es, s o ci al a n d  

m usi c al  off eri n gs,  i n cl u d e t h e si xt h a n n u al R a n g er  Hi k e  a n d ot h er  

tri ps t o c e nt ers of  s c e ni c i nt er est.

F o r  C at al o g u e  a n d F u rt h e r  I nf o r m ati o n, A d d r ess:

D e a n  of  t h e S u m m e r  S c h o ol

Ut a h  St at e  A g ri c ult u r al  C oll e g e
L O G A N,  U T A H

3 2 0

L E HI  I N T H E  D E S E R T
f o o d, g e ar,  a n d  ot h er  s u p pli es w o ul d  
h a v e  b e e n as u nt hi n k a bl e t h e n as  
n o w. “ Wit h o ut  t h e c a m el, ” writ es  
a m o d er n  a ut h orit y, “ it w o ul d  b e 
i m p ossi bl e f or t h e n o m a ds  t o c arr y  
t h eir t e nts a n d f ur nit ur e o v er t h e 
v ast  s a n d y s p a c es w h er e  ass es c a n  
p ass  o nl y  wit h  diffi c ult y  a n d c arr y  
o nl y  a v er y  s m all l o a d.” 1 5 8 W h at  
cli n c h es t h e m att er  is t h e f a ct t h at 
L e hi ’s p art y  t o o k gr ai n  wit h  t h e m, 
“ a n d all m a n n er  of  s e e ds of  e v er y  
ki n d. ” (I N e p hi  8: 1.) T h e  Ar a bs,  
as  w e  s h all s e e b el o w,  d o  t his w h e n  

t h e y mi gr at e  i n e ar n est,  c arr yi n g  t h e 
s e e d i n bi g,  bl a c k,  o n e- h u n dr e d- a n d-  
fift y- p o u n d s a c ks, t w o t o a c a m el. 1 5 9  
At  t h e v er y l e ast t h er e h as  t o b e 
e n o u g h gr ai n eit h er t o m a k e  a  
w ort h- w hil e  cr o p or  t o s u p pl y s u b -
st a nti al f o o d o n  t h e w a y — a n d  w h o  
c o ul d  c arr y  s u c h a  l o a d o n  his  b a c k ?  
T o  p ass  t hr o u g h t h e h e art  of  Ar a bi a  
o n  t h e b est  c a m el i n t h e w orl d  r e-
q uir es  e x q uisit e  s uff eri n g a n d  al m ost  
s u p er h u m a n e n d ur a n c e — - n o  n e e d  
t o m a k e  t h e t hi n g ri di c ul o us b y  
c arr yi n g  a t e nt or  a b us h el  of  gr ai n  
o n  o n e ’s b a c k!

R as w a n  t ells us t h at “ c a m el  
br e e d ers  d o  n ot  f e ar t h e w at erl ess  
str et c h es of  t h e d es ert  as  t h e s h e e p- 
a n d g o at-r aisi n g Ar a bs  d o, a n d  
f or t h at r e as o n c a m el o w n ers  al o n e  
r e m ai n i n d e p e n d e nt a n d  fr e e.” 1 8 9 O n  
t h e ot h er h a n d, t h e y ar e oft e n i n 
d a n g er  of st ar vi n g, a n d w h e n  w e  
r e a d t h at L e hi ’s p e o pl e  w er e  c o n -
ti n u all y i n s u c h d a n g er a n d s u p -
p ort e d  t h e ms el v es b y  h u nti n g  al o n e,  
s o t h at a br o k e n  b o w  c o ul d m e a n  
d e at h  b y  st ar v ati o n, w e  m a y  b e  s ur e  
t h at t h e y w er e  c a m el- n o m a ds  wit h -
o ut fl o c ks, as i n d e e d t h eir h ast y  
fli g ht fr o m P al esti n e r e q uir es; 
a m o n g t h e listi n g of  t h e st uff t h e y 
t o o k wit h  t h e m, fl o c ks ar e n e v er  
m e nti o n e d,  as  of  c o urs e t h e y w o ul d  
b e — a n  it e m of  pri m e  i m p ort a n c e—  
h a d  t h e y h a d  s u c h.

B ut  n eit h er  ar e  c a m els  m e nti o n e d.  
W h y  n ot ?  F or  t h e v er y  r e as o n t h at 
t h e y r e c ei v e n o  n oti c e  i n m a n y  a n  
Ar a bi c  p o e m  w hi c h  d es cri b es  tr a v el 
i n t h e. d es ert,  si m pl y b e c a us e  t h e y 
ar e  t a k e n f or gr a nt e d. I n t h e E ast  
t o j o ur n e y i n t h e wil d er n ess  m e a ns  
t o tr a v el b y  c a m el,  j ust as  “ t o dri v e  
fr o m H e b er  t o S alt  L a k e ” m e a ns  t o 
g o  i n a  c ar,  t h o u g h it c o ul d  a p pl y  t o 
tr a v el b y z e br a or tri c y cl e. H a d  
L e hi ’s p art y  g o n e  af o ot t h at w o ul d  
i n d e e d h a v e b e e n a ni n e- d a ys ’ 
w o n d er  a n d s o m et hi n g t o m e nti o n  
o n e v er y p a g e — s u c h a t hi n g w as  
n e v er  s e e n n or  h e ar d  of  b ef or e  n or  
si n c e. B ut  w h er e  c a m el is t h e o nl y  
m e a ns  of  tr a v el, it is as  u n n e c ess ar y  
t o m e nti o n  c a m els i n d es cri bi n g a 
j o ur n e y as it w o ul d  b e t o s p e cif y  
t h at o n e  s ail e d t h e s e as “ i n a  s hi p. ”  
T h er e  is o n e e pis o d e, h o w e v er, i n 
w hi c h  c a m els pl a y a d efi nit e r ol e 
i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n.

Fr o m  t h e b as e  c a m p i n t h e v all e y  
of  L e m u el,  L e hi ’s s o ns m a d e  a  fl yi n g 
tri p b a c k  t o J er us al e m. It w as  t h e

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



young men alone who made the trip, 
which turned out, as they expected 
(I Nephi 3:5), to be a dangerous 
one. Now it is the established pro-
cedure among the Arabs for a few 
young men in a tribe to seek gain 
and glory by making quick raids 
on neighboring or distant towns and 
tribes. On such expeditions they 
never take tents, for their transpor-
tation is limited, and speed is of the 
essence.101 Nephi wants us to know 
that this journey to Jerusalem was 
no such raid, for they were going 
on legitimate business and took their 
tents with them {Ibid., 3:9); they 
went boldly and openly in to Laban 
and stated their business. Only 
when he treated them as robbers 
were they forced to act as such, 
slinking about like Bedouins outside 
the gates and entering the city by 
night. A typical Oriental episode of 
the story is the wild pursuit out of 
the city and into the desert (the 
Bedouins on their raids are ever-
lastingly pursuing or being pur-
sued), where, Nephi reports (Ibid., 
3’.27), "the servants of Laban did 
not overtake us.” They might have 
fled a short distance through the 
town on foot, but fleeing "into the 
wilderness” is another matter; there 
they would have been quickly run 
down by mounted riders, unless 
they first escaped notice, but Nephi 
tells us that they hid only after they 
had outrun their pursuers, who 
failed not to find them but to over-
take them. The powerful and
affluent governor certainly had fleet 
steeds that could run down a camel, 
but in the sudden getaway of the 
brethren there would be no time to 1 
saddle them-—an Arab poet, Imrul 
Qais, speaks of a phenomenal horse 
that "passed the night with saddle 
and bridle on him . . . without being 
sent to the stable.”182 But Laban’s 
horses could not have been such 
super-beasts. As to the chance that 
Lehi’s people had horses, it is a re-
mote one, for the horse cannot carry 
burdens in the desert, and even 
horse-raising Arabs seldom ride 
their animals on long journeys but 
lead them from their camels. The 
use of camels is implied at every 
turn of the story of the mission to 
Laban: the carrying of tents, the 
trip down-country to bring back 
"exceeding great property” to La-
ban’s palace (hardly on their 
backs!), the flight into open country 
and 'the pursuit in the desert, the
APRIL 1950 

long return trip, just as the Saints 
who had the means of avoiding it 
never crossed the plains on foot, so 
we would think Lehi’s sons foolish 
indeed if they did not avail them-
selves of the common means of 
transportation that everyone Was 
using.

Not many years ago, Professor 
Frankfort wrote of the south desert, 
"The secret of moving through this 
desolation has at all times been kept 
by the Bedowin. . . . ”103 Intrepid 
explorers of our own day have dis-
covered the secret, however, and 

4fow to Handle a Variety of Jobs

Investment

You can simplify road and street construc-
tion and repairs, dig and backfill sewer and 
water trenches, handle any excavation, stock-
pile and load materials of all kinds, plow snow 
or load it, cut costs on dozens of other jobs— 
all with this standard machine and one or 
more specially designed attachments. Start 
now to stretch your budget. . . investigate!

THE MOST ADVANCED TRACTOR IN ITS POWER CLASS
• Big work capacity, with big tractor design, 

balance and stamina
• 11,250 lb. of properly balanced weight
• 40.26 drawbar hp., 50.25 on belt
• Smooth 2-cycle Diesel Power
• Easier steering and shifting with full visibil-

ity, convenient controls. Cushioned seat and 
wide arm rests.

• Simplified servicing throughout
• Extended lubrication periods — 1,000 hours 

for truck wheels, idlers, support rollers.

♦
THESE 14 TRACTO-SHOVEL 
ATTACHMENTS CAN BE 
INTERCHANGED IN BUT 
A FEW MINUTES

• 1. cu. yd. Standard Bucket

• % cu. yd. Narrow Bucket

• 2 cu. yd. Light Materials 
Bucket

• 1 cu. yd. Rock Bucket

• Teeth For All Buckets

• Heavy-duty Bulldozer Blade

• Heavy-duty Angledozer 
Blade

• Lift Fork (4,000 lb. 
lifting capacity)

• Crane Hook (5,000 lb. 
lifting capacity)

• V-type Snowplow

• Trench Hoe

• Drag Bucket

• Tine Fork
• Rock Fork

The usefulness of the HD -5 
Tractor is further widened by 
other allied equipment: . 2- 

wheel scrapers, rippers, 
I* ’ rollers, cranes, skid 

■ loaders, canopies, 
1 ' ' winches and log carts.
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from them we learn that Lehi knew 
it, too. Like a brilliant flash of il-
lumination comes the statement that 
Lehi by divine instruction "led us 
in the more fertile parts of the 
wilderness.” (Ibid., 16:16.) Wool- 
ley and Lawrence describe such 
“more fertile parts” as "stretching 
over the flat floor of the plain in 
long lines like hedges. ...” They 
are, of course, the depressions of 
dried-up watercourses:101 they fur-
nish, according to Bertram Thomas, 
"the arteries of life in the steppe,

(Continued on following page)



All  missi o n ari es  n e e d

T h e  L. D. S.  Missi o n ar y  Bi bl e

T h e.  L.  D.  S.  Missi o n ar y  Bi bl e  is pri nt e d  s p e ci all y f or 
t h e C h ur c h  of  J es us C hrist  of  L att er- D a y  S ai nts  b y  t h e C a m bri d g e  
U ni v ersit y  Pr ess,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  pri nti n g  Bi bl es  si n c e 1 5 9 1,  a  l o n g er 
p eri o d  t h a n a n y  ot h er  pr ess  i n e xist e n c e. It c o nt ai ns  t h e Ki n g  J a m es 
V ersi o n  wit h  t h e C h ur c h ’s offi ci al  R e a d y  R ef er e n c e  p a g es  a n d t h e 
us ef ul  C a m bri d g e  C o n c or d a n c e  a n d  Di cti o n ar y  t o t h e Bi bl e.  R ul e d  
p a g es  ar e  b o u n d  i n f or c o n v e ni e n c e  i n m a ki n g  n ot es.

T h e  L.  D.  S.  Missi o n ar y  Bi bl e  is ess e nti al  t o all  missi o n -
ari es  w or ki n g  at  h o m e  or  i n f or ei g n fi el ds. It is als o  t h e 
b est  T e a c h ers ’ Bi bl e  f or us e  i n

S u n d a y  S c h o ols • Pri est h o o d  Cl ass es • M ut u al  
I m pr o v e m e nt Ass o ci ati o ns • Pri m ar y  Ass o ci ati o ns  
R eli ef  S o ci eti es • C h ur c h  I nstit ut es • S e mi n ari es

Pri c e:  $ 9. 2 5
Or d er  y o ur  L.  D.  S.  Missi o n ar y  Bi bl e  t o d a y fr o m 

y o ur  l o c al b o o k  d e al er  or  fr o m

D E S E R E T  B O O K  C O M P A N Y
T h e  B o o k  C e nt er  of  t h e I nt er m o u nt ai n W est

4 4  E ast  S o ut h  T e m pl e  Str e et  • S alt  L a k e  Cit y  1 0,  Ut a h

I MI SIfii rfl V Elillll Y VI AI ’. S
Ai ds  i n tr e at m e nt of  C a n k er,  si m pl e 
s or e t hr o at a n d ot h er  mi n or  m o ut h  
a n d t hr o at irrit ati o ns.

H A L L  S  R E M E D Y
S alt  L a k e  Cit y,  Ut a h

W E  O F F E R . . .
A  C O M P L E T E
E N G R A VI N G  S E R VI C E

Fr o m Missi o n ar y  P ortr aits t o t h e L ar g est  
C at al o g u es.

M ail  Or d ers  Gi v e n  Pr o m pt  Att e nti o n

U T A H  E N G R A VI N G  C O.
1 1 3 R e g e nt  St.  S alt  L a k e  Cit y,  Ut a h

L e hi i n t h e D e s e rt
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g p a g e)  

t h e p at h  of  B e d o wi n  m o v e m e nt,  t h e 
h a bit at  of  a ni m als b y  r e as o n of  t h e 
v e g et ati o n  —  s c a nt t h o u g h it is —  
w hi c h  fl o uris h es i n t h eir b e ds  
pl o n e.  . . . ” 1 <* I n Ar a bi a  it is t his 
pr a cti c e of f oll o wi n g “ t h e m or e  
f ertil e p arts  of  t h e wil d er n ess ” t h at 
all o ws b ot h m e n  a n d a ni m als t o 
s ur vi v e, a n d C h e es m a n  d esi g n at es  
as “ t o uri n g” t h e pr a cti c e  of  m o vi n g  
fr o m pl a c e t o pl a c e as ar e as of  
f ertilit y s hift wit h  t h e s e as o ns. 1 6 8

L e h i 's  A lt ar

pi R S T  of  all, aft er  pit c hi n g  his  t e nt 
f or his  first i m p ort a nt c a m p, L e hi  

“ b uilt  a n alt ar of  st o n es, a n d m a d e  
a n  off eri n g  u nt o  t h e L or d,  a n d  g a v e  
t h a n ks t o t h e L or d.  ...” (I N e p hi  
2: 7.)  It w as  f or all  t h e w orl d  as  if h e  
h a d  b e e n  r e a di n g R o b erts o n- S mit h:  
“ T h e  or di n ar y  m ar k  of  a S e miti c  
s a n ct u ar y (i. e. H e br e w  as w ell  as  
Ar a bi c ) is t h e s a crifi ci al pill ar, 
c air n, or  r u d e alt ar . . . u p o n  w hi c h  
s a crifi c es ar e pr es e nt e d  t o t h e g o d  
[ B o o k of  M or m o n:  “ t o t h e G o d  of  
Isr a el” I bi d., 5: 9]. . . I n Ar a bi a  
w e  fi n d n o pr o p er alt ar b ut  i n its 
pl a c e  a  r u d e pill ar  or  h e a p  of  st o n es  
b esi d e  w hi c h  t h e vi cti m  is sl ai n. ” 1 6 7 
It w as  at  t his s a m e “ alt ar  of  st o n es ”  
t h at L e hi  wit h  his f a mil y off er e d  a  
s a crifi c e i n gr atit u d e  f or t h e s af e r e-
t ur n of  his  s o ns fr o m t h eir d a n g er -
o us  e x p e diti o n t o J er us al e m. T his  
is w h at  t h e Ar a bs  c all d h a bi y e h-l-  
k as b,  a  s a crifi c e t o c el e br at e  t h e s u c-
c essf ul r et ur n of  w arri ors,  h u nt ers,  
a n d  r ai d ers t o t h e c a m p. “ T his  s a c-
rifi c e,” writ es  J a uss e n, at  t h e r et ur n 
of  a n  e x p e diti o n  is al w a ys  i n h o n or  
of  a n a n c est or, ” 1 6 8 a n d N e p hi  t wi c e 
m e nti o ns  Isr a el i n his bri ef a c -
c o u nt: i m m e di at el y aft er t h e rit e, 
L e hi  f ell t o e x a mi ni n g t h e “ s p oils. ”  
(I bi d., 5: 1 0.)

T o  t his d a y  t h e B e d o ui n  “ li v es 
u n d er  t h e c o nst a nt i m pr essi o n of  a  
hi g h er f or c e t h at s urr o u n ds  
hi m.  . . , ” a n d  it is f or t his r e as o n 
a n d  n ot  t o a p p e as e  a n y  s a v a g e g o ds,  
t h at h e m a k es  s a crifi c e o n e v er y  
i m p ort a nt o c c a si o n. 1 6 9 W h e n  R as -
w a n  r e p orts, “ A  b a b y  c a m el w as  
br o u g ht  u p  t o Mis h a ’il’s t e nt as a  
s a crifi ci al off eri n g i n h o n or of t h e 
s aff e r et ur n of F u a z, ” 1 7 0 w e  c a n n ot  
h el p t hi n ki n g of s o m e s u c h s c e n e 
b ef or e  t h e t e nt of  L e hi  o n  t h e s af e
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r et ur n of his s o ns. Nil us,  i n t h e 
ol d est  k n o w n  a c c o u nt  of  lif e a m o n g  
t h e Ar a bs  of t h e Ti h,  s a ys, “ t h e y 
s a crifi c e o n alt ars of cr u d e st o n es 
pil e d  t o g et h er.” 1 7 1 T h at  L e hi ’s w as  
s u c h a n  alt ar  w o ul d  f oll o w n ot  o nl y  
fr o m t h e a n ci e nt l a w d e m a n di n g  
u n c ut  st o n es, b ut  als o  fr o m t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  e x pr essi o n “ a n alt ar  of  
st o n es, ” r at h er t h a n “ a st o n e alt ar. ”  
S u c h  littl e h e a ps  of  st o n es ar e still 
t o b e  s e e n s ur vi vi n g fr o m all a g es  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e s o ut h d es ert.

^ h e  Ar a b  as  a f or a g er is e v erl ast -
i n gl y pr o wli n g,  s c o uti n g, tr a c k-

i n g, a n d  s p yi n g; i n f a ct, s o m e b eli e v e  
t h at t h e r o ot m e a ni n g  of  t h e n a m es  
Ar a b  a n d  H e br e w  is a c o m bi n ati o n  
of s o u n ds m e a ni n g  “ t o li e i n a m -
b us h. ” “ E v er y  B e d a wi  is a s p orts-
m a n  b ot h  fr o m t ast e a n d  n e c essit y, ”  
writ es  o n e  o bs er v er, w h o  e x pl ai ns  
h o w  i n l ar g e f a mili es s o m e of t h e 
y o u n g  m e n  ar e  d et ail e d  t o s p e n d all  
t h eir ti m e h u nti n g. 1 7 3 N e p hi  a n d  
his  br et hr e n  t o o k o v er  t h e b usi n ess  
of  f ull-ti m e h u nt ers,  a n d  h er e  a g ai n  
w e  s us p e ct s o m et hi n g of  t h e d es ert  
tr a diti o n i n t h e f a mil y, f or N e p hi  
h a d  br o u g ht  a fi n e st e el b o w  fr o m 
h o m e  wit h  hi m. T h o u g h  w e  s h all 
d e al  wit h  st e el b el o w,  i n dis c ussi n g  
t h e s w or d of L a b a n,  it s h o ul d b e 
n ot e d  h er e  t h at a st e el b o w  w as  n o  
m or e  a s oli d pi e c e  of  st e el t h a n t h e 
C a n a a nit es ’ “ c h ari ots of ir o n”  
(J os h. 1 7: 1 6- 1 8: J u d. 1: 1 9, 4: 3)  
w er e  s oli d m et al,  or t h a n v ari o us  
i m pl e m e nts m e nti o n e d  i n t h e Ol d  
T est a m e nt  as b ei n g  “ of  ir o n” , e. g.  
c ar p e nt er ’s t o ols, p e ns, t hr es hi n g 
i nstr u m e nts, w er e  ir o n a n d o nl y  
ir o n. It w as  i n all pr o b a bilit y a  
st e el-ri b b e d b o w, si n c e it br o k e  at  
a b o ut t h e s a m e ti m e t h at t h e 
w o o d e n  b o ws “ l ost t h eir .s pri n gs.”  
All  b o ws  i n P al esti n e  w er e  c o m p os -
it e, t h at is, of  m or e  t h a n o n e  pi e c e,  
a n d a st e el- b a c k e d b o w  w o ul d  b e 
c all e d a st e el b o w,  j ust as a n ir o n- 
tri m m e d c h ari ot w as  c all e d “ a  
c h ari ot  of  ir o n.”

H u nti n g  i n t h e m o u nt ai ns  of 
Ar a bi a  t o t his d a y  is c arri e d o ut  
o n f o ot a n d wit h o ut  h a w ks or 
d o gs; 1 7 3 i n cl assi c al ti m e t h e h u nt er  
i n t his ar e a w as  e q ui p p e d wit h  a  
b o w a n d sli n g— e x a ctl y li k e 
N e p hi. 1 7 3 N e p hi ’s dis c o v er y  t h at t h e 
b est  h u nti n g  w as  o nl y  at  “ t h e t o p of  
t h e m o u nt ai n ” (I N e p hi  1 6: 3 0)  
a gr e es wit h  l at er e x p eri e n c e, f or 
t h e or x y is “ a s h y a ni m al t h at

{ C o nti n u e d o n  f oll o wi n g p a g e)

A P RI L  1 9 5 0

A L L  A L U MI N U M
T RI P L E  T R A C K  S T O R M  WI N D O W S  

A N D  FI N E S T  

S T O R M

D O O R S

K e e p  O ut  

C ol d  Dr afts

S a v e  o n  

F u el

St o p  S w e at y  

Wi n d o ws

E A S Y  T E R M S  

C all  or Writ e

S T O A C O I N T E R M O U N T AI N, I N C.
4 8 4 7 S o.  St at e,  M urr a y,  Ut a h

M U R R A Y  9 5 5

S A L T  L A K E  9- 4 1 0 7

Pl e a s e  h a v e  o n e  of  y o ur  r e pr e s e nt ati v e s  
c all  a n d  gi v e  u s  a  fr e e e sti m at e.

N a m e  ....................................................................

A d dr e s s  ..............................................................

T o w n .................. ............. St at e ......................

B e  Y o u r  O w n
M U SI C  
T e a c h e r

L e a r n  at  H o m e

b y  w o n d erf ul  i m pr o v e d m et h -
o d. Si m pl e  a s  A.  8.  C. — a  
c hil d c a n l e ar n it. Y o ur  
l e s s o n s c o n si st  of  r e al s el e c -
ti o n s i n st e a d of  tir e s o m e e x -
er ci s e s.  W h e n  y o u fi ni s h o n e
of t h e s e d eli g htf ull y  e a s y l e s s o n s y o u' v e a d d e d a n e w  
“pi e c e"  t o y o ur li st. Y o u  r e a d n ot e s,  t o o— n o “n u m b er s"  
or  tri c k m u si c.  M et h o d  i s s o t h or o u g h t h at s o m e of  o ur  
8 5 0, 0 0 0 st u d e nt s ar e b a n d a n d or c h e str a L E A D E R S.  
E v er yt hi n g  i s i n pri nt  a n d pi ct ur e s. Fir st  y o u ar e  t ol d 
w h at  t o d o. T h e n  a  pi ct ur e  s h o w s y o u h o w t o d o it. 
T h e n  y o u  d o  it y o ur s elf  a n d  h e ar  it. I n a  f e w s h ort  m o nt h s  
y o u m a y  b e pl a yi n g  p o p ul ar  pi e c e s — y o u'll b e  t h e lif e of  
t h e p art y.

Fr e e  Pri nt  a n d  Pi ct ur e  S a m pl e

F R E E  

B O O K L E T

U.  S.  S c h o ol  of  M u si c,  2 2 5 4  Br u n s wi c k  Bl d g.,  
N.  Y.  1 0,  N.  Y.

I a m  i nt er e st e d i n m u si c  st u d y,  p arti c ul arl y  i n t h e i n-
str u m e nt  c h e c k e d b el o w. Pl e a s e  s e n d y o ur  fr e e ill u s-
tr at e d b o o kl et, “H o w  t o L e ar n  M u si c  at  H o m e,"  a n d  
t h e fr e e Pri nt  a n d Pi ct ur e  S a m pl e.

Pi a n o  Pi a n o  A c c or di o n
G uit ar  S a x o p h o n e
H a w aii a n  G uit ar  Tr u m p et,  C or n et  
Vi oli n  R e e d  Or g a n

Y o u  m a y  r e a dil y b e c o m e  a  fi n e pl a y er  t hr o u g h t h e U. S.  
S c h o ol  h o m e  st u d y m et h o d.  M ail  c o u p o n f or Fr e e  B o c k  
a n d Fr e e Pri nt  a n d Pi ct ur e  S a m pl e.  
Pl e a s e  m e nti o n  y o ur f a v orit e i n str u m e nt.

U.  S.  S C H O O L  O F  M U SI C  
2 2 5 4  Br u n s wi c k  Bl d g., N.  Y.  1 0,  N.  Y

|---------------------------------------

I

I

T e n or  B a nj o
M o d er n  El e m e n -

t ar y H ar m o n y  
Cl ari n et

N a m e
( P L E A S E P RI N T)

Str e et

Cit y. St at e.
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L U M B E R J A C K  S Y R U P  GI V E S  Y O U  

T H A T  " O L D TI M E  M A P L E  F L A V O R ” 

—  S O  E C O N O MI C A L,  T O O!

L U M B E R J A C K  S Y R U P

WI T H  E V E R Y T HI N G  Y O U  E A T  WI T H  S Y R U P

A L L  - 0  - W H E A T  C E R E A L
T H E  B E S T  A N D  M O S T  H E A L T H F U L  

C E R E A L  F O R  Y O U R  F A MI L Y' S  B R E A K F A S T

It s D E LI CI O U S  N ut- Li k e  Fl a v or  c o nt ai n s  
A L L  t h e g o o d n e s s  of  t h e

E ntir e  W h e at  B err y

A  K a n s a s  l a b or at or y a n al y si s  r e v e al s t h at

1 p o u n d  of  A L L- O- W H E A T  h a s

•  Vit a mi n  A- 1. 8 9 0  U nit s

•  T hi a mi n e — 2. 1 4  Milli gr a m s

•  Ni a ci n — 7. 9 6  Milli gr a m s

®  P a nt ot h e ni c  A ci d  &  Ri b ofl a vi n  

A L S O  RI C H  i n

B o d y  B uil di n g  P R O T EI N S,  

P H O S P H O R U S,  MI N E R A L  M A T T E R,
A N D  I R O N

A L L- O- W H E A T  I S
E >  D E LI CI O U S  t o t h e t a st e

E >  N U T RI TI O U S  t o t h e b o d y

E >  E A S Y  T O  P R E P A R E

[ $ > V E R Y  E C O N O MI C A L  i n eit h er  2 0  o z.  or  5  l b. p a c k a g e

A s k  y o ur  Gr o c er  t o d a y f or t h at h e alt hf ul  c er e al

A L L  - 0  - W H E A T
Or  writ e  t o All- O- W h e at,  O g d e n,  Ut a h
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L e hi i n t h e D e s e rt
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g p a g e)  

tr a v els f ar a n d f ast o v er  st e p p e a n d  
d es ert  i n s e ar c h of  f o o d b ut  r etir es 
e v er  t o t h e al m ost  i n a c c essi bl e s a n d -
m o u nt ai ns  f or s af et y. . . . ” 1 7 4 I n 
w est er n  Ar a bi a  t h e m o u nt ai ns  ar e  
n ot  s a n d b ut  r o c k, a n d B ur c k h ar dt  
r e p orts t h at “ i n t h es e m o u nt ai ns  b e -
t w e e n M e di n a  a n d t h e s e a, all t h e 
w a y  n ort h w ar d,  m o u nt ai n  g o ats  ar e  
m et,  a n d t h e l e o p ar ds ar e n ot  u n -
c o m m o n. ” 1 "5 J uli us E uti n g  h as  l eft us  
vi vi d d es cri pti o ns of t h e d a n g er,  
e x cit e m e nt, a n d e x h a u sti o n t h at g o  
wit h  t h e h u nti n g  of t h e bi g g a m e  
t h at a b o u n ds i n t h es e m o u nt ai ns,  
w hi c h  ar e  v er y  st e e p a n d r u g g e d. 1 7 8

T hi n gs  l o o k e d bl a c k  w h e n  N e p hi  
br o k e his fi n e st e el b o w, f or t h e 
w o o d e n  b o ws of his br ot h ers  h a d  
“ l ost t h eir s pri n gs ” ( n ot e t h e us e  
of t h e S e miti c  distri b uti v e, (I bi d., 
1 6: 2 1,) 1 7 7 a n d t h o u g h s kill e d i n t h e 
art of h u nti n g, t h e y k n e w littl e 
e n o u g h a b o ut b o w- m a ki n g, w hi c h  
i n d e e d is a  s kill r es er v e d t o s p e ci al-
ists e v e n a m o n g pri miti v es. It w as  
o ut  of  t h e q u esti o n  t o m a k e  a c o m -
p osit e b o w  a n d w as  s o m et hi n g of  
a  r e v ol uti o n w h e n  N e p hi  “ di d  m a k e  
o ut  of  w o o d  a  b o w, ” (I bi d., 1 6: 2 3),  
f or t h e h u nt er, t h e m ost  c o ns er v a -
ti v e of  m e n,  w o ul d  n e v er  dr e a m  of  
c h a n gi n g fr o m a c o m p osit e t o a  
si m pl e b o w. T h o u g h  it s o u n ds 
si m pl e e n o u g h, it w as  al m ost as  
gr e at  a f e at f or N e p hi  t o m a k e  a  
b o w  as it w as  f or hi m t o b uil d a  
s hi p. It is i nt er esti n g t h at a c c or d -
i n g t o t h e a n ci e nt Ar a b  writ ers  t h e 
o nl y b o w- w o o d o bt ai n a bl e i n all  
Ar a bi a  is n a b ’ w o o d,  t o b e f o u n d 
“ a mi d t h e i n a c c essi bl e a n d o v er -
h a n gi n g cr a gs ” of M o u nt  J as u m 
a n d  M o u nt  A z d,  w hi c h  ar e  sit u at e d  
i n t h e v er y  r e gi o n w h er e,  if w e  f ol-
l o w t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n,  t his crisis  
is s u p p os e d  t o h a v e  o c c urr e d. 1 7 8 H o w  
m a n y  f a ct ors m ust  b e c orr e ctl y  
pl a c e d a n d c orr el at e d i n t h e a p -
p ar e ntl y si m pl e st or y of N e p hi ’s 
br o k e n  b o w! T h er e  m ust  b e  a  hi g h  
m o u nt ai n  n e ar t h e R e d  S e a  at a  
c o nsi d er a bl e j o ur n e y d o w n t h e 
c o ast; t h er e m ust  b e g a m e  o n t h e 
m o u nt ai n  b ut o nl y o n t h e p e a ks;  
t h er e m ust  b e  n ot hi n g  els e t o e at  i n 
t h e ar e a, h u nti n g b ei n g t h e o nl y  
e c o n o m y; h u nti n g  m ust  b e  wit h  t h e 
b o w a n d sli n g (I N e p hi  1 6: 2 3);  
a n d  h er e,  if o nl y  h er e  i n all Ar a bi a,  
t h er e m ust  b e  b o w- w o o d  gr o wi n g.  
W h at  ar e  t h e c h a n c es  of  r e pr o d u c-
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ing such a situation by mere guess-
work?

Regarding the seed and the grain 
which Lehi carried, while “ordinary 
travellers scarcely ever carry grain 
for food’’ in the desert,1TU it was not 
meant for food, and Lehi was not 
an ordinary traveler but a man in 
search of a promised land. It is 
common for migrating Bedouins to 
carry grain with them in the thought 
—sometimes very vague indeed— 
that possibly if the year is a good 
one, they might find a chance to sow 
a hasty crop. In Sinai “the 
Bedouin yearly sow the beds of the 
wadies, but they do this with little 
hope of reaping a harvest more 
than once in every three or four 
years.’’1*40 In traveling, “the wheat 
is put in the black homemade goat’s 
hair sacks, farde (t). . . . The [arde, 
the Heb. saq (Gen. 42:25) holds 
about 150 to 180 pounds of wheat. 
Two are put on a camel.”181 Thus 
we see that the custom of carrying 
grain into the desert still survives, 
and that from a time far earlier than 
Lehi's.

(To be continued)
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L E HI I N T H E  D E S E R T
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g p a g e)

1 0l T h e cl assi c d es cri pti o n of t h es e s m all-s c al e  
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B ur c k h ar dt.  N ot es.  I. 1 5 7ff.
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1 7 4 P hil b y, T h e  E m pt y  Q u art er,  p. 2 4 9

Y o ur  o p p ort u niti e s  t o b uil d  a  “dr e a m  h o m e ” t hi s S pri n g  

ar e  g o o d  i n d e e d ... f or m or e  a n d  b ett er  m at eri al s  ar e  

a v ail a bl e  t o d a y t h a n e v er  b ef or e.  I n t h e m att er  of  

pl a n s,  y o u'll  fi n d o ur  fil e s ar e  w o n d erf ull y  c o m pl et e  ... 

fill e d wit h  h u n dr e d s  of  d e si g n s  t h at ar e  li v a bl e, pr a c -

ti c al a n d  s o u n dl y  e n gi n e er e d.  I n m at eri al s,  q u alit y  i s 

at  a n  all-ti m e  hi g h  . . . wit h  m a n y  n e w  a n d  i m pr o v e d 

pr o d u ct s  t o c h o o s e  fr o m. Bri n g  y o ur  h o m e  pl a n s  h er e.  

W e  will  b e  h a p p y  t o e nt er  w h ol e- h e art e dl y  i nt o e v er y  

p h a s e  of  h el pi n g  y o u  b uil d  a  h o m e  t h at will  b e st  e x -

pr e s s  y o ur  i d e a s of  b ett er  li vi n g.

3 2 6

1 7 G B ur c k h ar dt,  Tr a v els  II, 2 9 7
1 7 8 J uli us E uti n g, T a g b u c h ei n cr R eis e i n I n n er- 

Ar a bi e n  ( L ei d e n, 1 8 9 2) II, 7 6- 8 0, 9 2f
1 7 7 Ar c h er y  e x p erts s a y t h at a g o o d b o w will  k e e p  

its s pri n g f or a b o ut o n e h u n dr e d t h o us a n d s h ots.  
Fr o m t his o n e mi g ht  c al c ul at e t h at t h e p art y h a d  
b e e n tr a v eli n g a n yt hi n g fr o m o n e t o t hr e e y e ars  
w h e n  t h e crisis of t h e b o ws o c c urr e d. T h e  p art y  
w o ul d  h ar dl y h a v e br o u g ht w or n- o ut  b o ws fr o m 
h o m e wit h  t h e m, b ut if t h e y w er e  as pr o di g al of  
a m m u niti o n as Ar a bs  n ot ori o usl y ar e wit h  m us k et  
b alls, t h e y mi g ht  h a v e w or n  t h eir b o ws o ut q uit e  
r a pi dl y. P er h a ps t h e y i n d ul g e d i n a gr e at d e al  
of pr a cti c e-s h o oti n g t o " g et t h eir h a n d i n” at t h e 
o uts et of t h e j o ur n e y.

1 7 8 J a c o b, Alt ar a b. B e d ui n e nl e b e n, p. 1 3 1f; Mt.  
J as u m is i n t h e M e c c a  ar e a, Mt.  A z d  i n S er at  
m o u nt ai ns  f urt h er s o ut h b ut als o n e ar t h e c o ast.

1 7 S J e n ni n gs- Br a ml e y, P E F Q  1 9 0 7, 2 8 4
^l bi d., c o nti n u e d i n P E F Q 1 9 1 4, 9f
1 8 1 B al d e ns p er g er,  P E F Q  1 9 2 3, 1 8 1

R E S E A R C H  E DI T O R

C
o n f e r e n c e s of t his R est or e d  
C h ur c h  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v e n e d i n 
m a n y  l o c aliti es, b ut  al w a ys  wit h  

a n  o ut p o uri n g  of  t h e pr o mis e d  S pir -
it.

Alt h o u g h  t h e t er m h as  b e e n  us e d  
l o os el y, es p e ci all y  i n t h e b e gi n ni n g,  
c o nf er e n c es  h a v e  b e e n  h el d  i n e v er y  
m o nt h  e x c e pt  F e br u ar y,  M ar c h,  a n d  
J ul y. T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  h el d  i n J a n-
u ar y  1 8 3 1, 1 A pril  1 8 3 2,  M a y  1 8 3 4,  
J u n e 1 8 3 0,  A u g ust  1 8 3 5,  S e pt e m b er  
1 8 3 0, O ct o b er  1 8 3 1, N o v e m b er  
1 8 3 7,  a n d D e c e m b er  1 8 4 7.

T h e  first t hr e e c o nf er e n c es of  t h e 
C h ur c h  w er e  h el d  at F a y ett e,  S e n -
e c a C o u nt y,  N e w  Y or k,  t h e birt h -
pl a c e of t h e C h ur c h. T h er e  is a  
sli g ht c o ntr o v ers y o n w h et h er  t h e 
first w as  h el d  o n  J u n e 1, or  J u n e 9,  
1 8 3 0, b ut  t h er e is n o  d o u bt a b o ut  
t h e s pirit u al f e ast t h at t h e att e n d ers  
o bt ai n e d. Als o,  c o n c er ni n g t h e s e c-
o n d  c o nf er e n c e  of  t h e C h ur c h,  t h er e 
is c o nfli cti n g e vi d e n c e  i n t h e s o ur c e  
m at eri al  as t o w h et h er  it w as  h el d  
o n  t h e first of  S e pt e m b er,  1 8 3 0,  or  
o n t h e t w e nt y-si xt h.2 Pri or  t o t his 
c o nf er e n c e  t h e Pr o p h et  h a d  r e c ei v e d 
t h e r e v el ati o n n o w  r e c or d e d as s e c-
ti o n t w e nt y- ei g ht of t h e D o ctri n e  
a n d C o v e n a nts,  c o n c er ni n g Hir a m  
P a g e,  w h o,  wit h  t h e ai d of  a c ert ai n  
st o n e, h a d  pr of ess e d  t o b e  r e c ei vi n g 
r e v el ati o ns c o n c er ni n g t h e u p b uil d -
i n g of  Zi o n. T h e  y e ar  1 8 3 1 o p e n e d  
wit h  a f ut ur e l o o ki n g bri g ht  f or t h e 
i nf a nt C h ur c h,  as a c o nf er e n c e of  
t h e C h ur c h  w as  h el d  at F a y ett e  o n  
J a n u ar y 2. H er e  t h e r e v el ati o n 
k n o w n  as S e cti o n  t hirt y- ei g ht, st at -
i n g, a m o n g ot h er  t hi n gs, t h at dili -
g e nt s er vi c e is r e q uir e d of e v er y  
m e m b er  of t h e C h ur c h,  w as  r e-
c ei v e d.

T h e  f oll o wi n g c o nf er e n c e w as  i n 
t h e S ai nts ’ cit y of Kirtl a n d,  O hi o,  
a n d  t h e d at e  w as  J u n e 3,  1 8 3 1. O n  
O ct o b er  1 1,  1 8 3 1,  a c o nf er e n c e  w as

x S o m e of t h es e m o nt hs  h a v e h a d m a n y  c o n -
f er e n c es i n t h e m; s o m e o nl y o n e. H er e  w e  list e d 
t h e first c o nf er e n c e of t h at m o nt h  o nl y.

2 S e e B. H. R o b erts' e x pl a n ati o n i n t h e 
D o c u m e nt ar y  Hist or y  of t h e C h ur c h,  v ol u m e 1, p p.
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