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Dear F.

O YOU think my account of the
Big Wind is a bit farfetched. I
make no claim that the tower
was blown over, but only point out
that the ancients had a very old,
widespread, and persistent tradi
tion that its fall was accompanied
by high winds. This I correlate
with the description of the winds in
the Book of Ether. To show you
that such a thing is possible, how
ever, I will give you one historical
parallel. Qazwini in his Cosmog
raphy says that the great dome of
Bagdad was a sign and symbol of
the power and unity of the land.
Scholars have often pointed out
that the Tower of Babel served as
a like symbol. Qazwini further in
forms us that this mighty structure
was destroyed by a terrible wind—
at least he says it fell during a wind
storm and leaves us to draw our
conclusions.54“
From the plain of Sinear the
Jaredites moved northward into a
valley named after Nimrod, the
mighty hunter, and thence . . . in
to that quarter where there never
had man been.” (Ether 2:5.) This
would take them into the land of
great broad valleys where the Ti
gris, Euphrates, Kura, and Araks
rivers have their headwaters. The
frequent occurrence of the name of
Nimrod in this area, which we have
already noted, may not be without
genuine significance, for no phe
nomenon of history has been more
thoroughly demonstrated than the
extreme tenacity of place names. In
many instances place names still in
use among illiterate peasants or
nomads have been proved to go
back to prehistoric times.
Whether the party moved east or
west from the valley of Nimrod is
not a major issue, though a number
of things favor an eastern course.
For one thing, there is the great
length of the journey: “for this
many years we have been in the
wilderness” {Ibid, 3:3); but most
revealing is the report that ‘‘the
wind did never cease to blow to
wards the promised land, while
they were upon the waters; and
thus they were driven forth before
the wind.” {Ibid., 6:8.) Now
whether the Jaredites sailed from
eastern or western shores, they
would necessarily have to cross the
ocean between the thirtieth and
sixtieth parallels north, and where
862

the prevailing winds are westerly
right around the world. Since the
cause of these winds is tied up with
the revolution of the earth and the
relative coolness of the polar re
gions, it may be assumed that the
same winds prevailed in Jared’s
time as in ours. Of course, one
cannot be too dogmatic on such a
point, for weather has changed
through the ages, and freak storms
do occur; yet the extreme steadi
ness of the wind strongly suggests
prevailing westerlies and a North
Pacific crossing, since it would have
meant a head wind all the way had
the voyagers attempted the Atlantic.
But east or west, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, ‘‘from the Gobi
Desert and the border of Korea to
the Lower Danube and the Car

ing of many waters under continual
direction comes as a surprise, ‘‘the
sea” in question being apparently
but one—though the most formida
ble—of many waters to be crossed.
Now it is a fact that in ancient
times the plains of Asia were cov
ered with ‘‘many waters,” which
have now disappeared but are re
corded well down in historic times;
they were of course far more
abundant still in Jared’s time. Even
as late as Herodotus, the land of the
Scythians (the region into which
Jared’s people first advanced) pre
sented formidable water barriers to
migration: ‘‘the face of the country
may have differed considerably from
what it is now. . . . The rivers
were much deeper and many lakes
were still left from the glacial age
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pathian Mountains,” a single way
of life has prevailed since the dawn
of history, conditioned by a re
markably uniform type of terrain.55
The excavations of the Russians
in recent years have confirmed the
most extravagant speculations on
the extent, antiquity, and unformity
of the steppe culture. The newlydiscovered Kelteminarian culture,
for example, would seem to bind
together all the major languages of
Europe and Central Asia in a single
vast prehistoric continuum.55“ This is
the classic land of wandering tribes
and nations, a type of society which,
as we shall see, is perfectly repre
sented by the Jaredites. Only the
Book of Ether sees the now dry and
dusty landscapes under peculiar con
ditions: ‘‘And it came to pass that
they did travel in the wilderness,
and did build barges, in which they
did cross many waters, being di
rected continually by the hand of
the Lord. And the Lord would
not suffer that they should stop be
yond the sea in the wilderness, but
he would that they should come
forth even unto the land of prom
ise. ...” {Ibid., 2-.6-7The cross

which later turned into swamps.”50
Indeed, Pumpelly’s theory of the
development of civilization from
oasis cultures rests on the existence
of vast inland seas, now vanished,
in central Asia. He notes that the
Chinese annals speak of ‘‘expansive
bodies of water of which Lobnor
and other shrunken lakes and brack
ish tarns are the withered sur
vivals.”57 The steady and continual
drying-up of the Asiatic ‘‘heart
land” since the end of the last ice
age is one of the basic facts of
history and is even looked upon by
some experts as the mainspring of
world history. But it is a rela
tively recent discovery. Whoever
wrote the Book of Ether showed
remarkable foresight in mentioning
waters rather than deserts along the
migrants’ way, for most of the
deserts are of very recent origin,
while nearly all the ancient waters
have completely vanished.
Ether’s account of “crossing the
plains” is an Asiatic idyll. Nothing
essential is missing. First of all the
steppe is darkened by “flocks, both
male and female, of every kind,”
and if we look more closely fowl,
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An open-air market place in the Near East where travelers to and from desert places carry on their barter.
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fish, even bees, and “seed of the
earth of every kind” are not want
ing. Moreover the brother of Jared
was instructed to admit to his com
pany anyone whom he felt like
taking: ”... also Jared thy brother
and his family; and also thy friends
and their families, and the friends
of Jared and their families.” {Ibid.,
1:41.) All these families with their
herds and their baggage moved
through the valleys and out over
the plains with the intent and ex
pectation of becoming “a great na
tion” and finding a promised land;
in all of which they are typical
Asiatic nomads of the old school,
as a few examples will make clear.
Ammianus describes the Alans
on the march as resembling “a mov
ing city.” All the people of Asia
migrate in the same way, he ex
plains, driving vast herds before
them as they go, mounted on the
backs of beasts, with their families
and household effects following
along on great ox-drawn wagons.
In spite of their wealth of cattle,
says Ammianus, the people hunt
and plunder as they go.58 The Huns,
who defeated and supplanted the
Alans, kept the same customs, as
did their successors,39 until in the
thirteenth century William of
Rubruck, traveling as a spy and
observer for Louis IX of France,
uses almost the very words of AmDECEMBER 1951

mianus: “On the next day we met
with the carts of Scacatai laden with
houses, and I thought that a mighty
city came to meet me. I wondered
also at the huge droves of oxen, and
horses, and at the flocks of sheep.”“
In the present century Pumpelly
describes how “a thousand Kirghiz
families descended from the passes
roundabout, with their long camel
trains caparisoned and rich-laden
with nomadic wealth, and each
caravan with its flocks of sheep and
goats, herds of camels and cattle
and horses.
Characteristic of
all these people is that their herds
consist of every type of animal—to
us an almost inconceivable mix-up:
“flocks of every kind,” says Ether,
who seems to know what he is
talking about. If you want to move
backward in the time scale, you will
find at an age far more remote from
Ammianus than our own, the annals
of Assyrian kings swarming with
the same huge herds of cattle, sheep,
horses, camels, and human beings all
mixed up together and moving
across the plains either as prisoners
of mighty conquerors or seeking
escape in the search for a promised
land.62 Nearly all the wandering
tribes of which we have descrip
tions were, in fact, seeking for new
homelands—promised lands where
they might settle and become
“mighty nations.” Moreover, these

people almost without exception,
however terrible they may appear
to us, were actually refugees who
had been driven from their native
farms and pastures by the pressure
of still other tribes who in the end
are all driven by a common neces
sity which the weather imposes
from time to time on the users of
marginal and sub-marginal lands.88
If the Jaredites mixed their cat
tle, they also seem to have mixed
their professions, and you might
well ask, what were they, hunters,
herdsmen, or farmers? You might
ask the same of any normal Asiatic
society and get the same answer:
They were all three! McGovern re
peatedly points out that the tribes
of the steppes have at all times been
hunters, herdsmen, and farmers all
at once.6* All the tribes we have
just mentioned were expert hunters,
though none lacked animals in
plenty. Typical is the case of the
Manchu-Solons who when murrain
destroyed the herds of their people
took to farming, yet “plough no
more than hunger compels them,
and in years when game is plenti
ful, they do not plough at all,”65
that is, they are hunters, cattlemen,
or cultivators as conditions require
or permit. On top of this they
seem to have been the original city
builders, as I have attempted to
point out in some of my studies on
the state.
It is a remarkable thing that men
tion of flocks of any kind is con
spicuously absent from the story of
Lehi, though that story is told* in
considerable detail. What an aston
ishing contrast! The one group
hastening away from Jerusalem in
secrecy to live a life of hunting and
hiding in the desert and almost dy
ing of starvation, and the other
accepting volunteers, as it were,
from all sides, moving out in a sort
of massive front, driving innumer
able beasts before them and carry
ing everything from libraries to
hives of bees and tanks of fish! It
would be hard to conceive of two
more diametrically different types
of migration, yet each fits perfectly
with the customs and usages re
corded throughout history for the
pari of the world to which the Book
of Mormon assigns it.
But how could the Jaredites carry
all that stuff with them? The same
way other Asiatics have always
done—in wagons. And such wag(Contirtued on page 946)
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ons! “Measuring once the breadth
between the wheel ruts of one of
their carts,” William of Rubruck
reports, “I found it to be twenty
feet over. ... I counted twenty-two
oxen in one team, drawing a house
upon a cart . . . the axletree of the
cart was of huge size, like the mast
of a ship.”60 Marco Polo saw the
houses of the Tartars mounted “up
on a sort of cart with four wheels.”87
Seventeen hundred years before
Marco Polo, Xenophon beheld enor
mous wagons on the plains of Asia,
drawn by eight yokes of oxen,68 and
yet a thousand years earlier we
have reports of how the Philistines
rolled into Palestine with their
families and their possessions
loaded on huge solid-wheeled affairs
drawn by four oxen.69 To this day
the archaic type of wagon has sur
vived in the immense ceremonial
wagons in which such tribes as the
Buriats carry their gods across the
plains.70 But can we say the wagon
is possibly as old as the Jaredites?
In all probability it is. We now
have a few sample wagons of such
high antiquity as to come within
hailing distance of the flood itself,
and these vehicles have already
acquired the form and perfection
which they are to keep without
major change for thousands of
years to come. The teams and
wagons from the royal tombs at Ur,
the el-Agar chariot model, found in
1937, the Khafaje car that dates
back to the fourth millennium, B.C.,
all point to the great antiquity and
central Asiatic origin of the wagon.”
The last named was horse-drawn
and justifies Gertrud Hermes in
her conclusion that the horse was
not only known “but actually used,
at least in some places, as a draught
animal with war chariots” at a sur
prisingly early date.72
Incidentally, the whole history
of the domestication of animals runs
counter to the evolutionist formula.
H. G. Wells once wrote a vivid de
scription of how a primitive man
swinging from a branch once landed
plunk on the back of a grazing horse
that happened to walk under his
tree. Such an event, he believes,
would account most logically for
the discovery of the art of riding
and the domestication of the horse.
Perhaps it would, but that isn’t the
(Continued on following page)
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way it happened according to the
present-day consensus, which is
that "driving everywhere preceded
riding.”78 Nay, McGovern tells how
at a relatively recent date "the
Scythians and Sarmatians hit upon
the brilliant and original notion
of mounting the animal they had

long been accustomed to drive.78
It is generally agreed that cattle
were used for driving long be
fore the horse, and that would
put the use of cattle-drawn vehicles
in a very early age indeed. Though
it would have been possible for the
Jaredites to go afoot, as the Mon
gols themselves did as late as the
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civilizations flourished and vanished cen
turies before Columbus. Travel through
Mexico, Guatemala, San Salvador, Hon
duras and Yucatan. See Mexico City with
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Fine Arts and Cathedral; the great cement
city of Teotihuacan (Pyramid of the Sun
and Moon), Toluca with its native mar
kets; Xochicalco and the "Silver City"
(Taxco); Floating Gardens, Teneyuca, Cuicuilco, Cholula, Monte Alban and mu
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RICHARD L. EVANS

rj^HERE is an almost limitless list of things to worry
about—a list that may somehow seem to have grown
longer lately. Our problems sometimes seem to have
multiplied, and also our perplexities. But perhaps people
were always worried. If they weren’t worried about the
world they were worried about themselves, their families,
their business affairs, their health and future happiness.
And yet despite all the causes of continuing worry, there
are always some who seem to meet the realities of the
present and to face the uncertainties of the future with
calm composure. There are always some who seem to
have learned, as Montaigne once wrote, that "Evils have
their life and limits.” There is no known way of ridding
ourselves of some reverses and of some uncertainties. But
there is less or little room for fear, for unhappiness and
hopelessness in the life of a man who has faith—faith
in the fact that ultimately in the Lord’s own time and
place and purpose there will come an inevitable under
standing and justice and comfort and compensation —
faith in the fact that we are children of an Eternal Father
who is as earnestly anxious for us to weather our way
through the experiences of this world even as we our
selves are anxious for our own children. We may rest
content that there is plan and purpose in our present period
here, and we must meet all conditions that we inevitably
encounter to the best of our ability. And whatever we
have cause to complain of, we are not here to succumb
but to conquer—to conquer ourselves and the problems
that present themselves. We are not here to be at ease
but to be earnestly engaged in a good cause. We are not
here to by-pass problems but to be about the business of
learning to live life. There will always be things we
don’t know, that we don’t understand; there will always
be conditions that could cause concern. But we can rest
assured that if we live life as well as we reasonably can
under all conditions, and if we seize and accept truth
wherever it is, the answers we so much seek we shall
surely find, and the peace we so much pursue will surely
sometime come.
"JX Spoken VJorf
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sixth century B.C., it would not
have been possible for them in such
circumstances to have carried bird
cages, beehives, and tanks of fish
with them. There is not the slight
est objection to their using wagons,
especially since they had no short
age of beasts to pull them.
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