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f)7() LATTER-DAY SAINTS' MILLENNIAL STAR.

faith ! Such is the logic of those who scoff at the power of Deity
and deny even the miracles of the Saviour.
For my part, I see nothing inconsistent in these sacred narra-

tives—nothing- to justify doubt or denial. A Power that could
create sun and moon and set them whirling in their orbits, could
stop them in their decreed course—or stop the earth's course, so

that sun and moon would seem to be stayed— and at the same time
uphold the universe while this part of it remained stationary. Of
course man could not do it. But human power is not the measure
of Omnipotence.
What the Twentieth Century needs more than anything else, is

an honest firm belief that there is actually a God in heaven, and
that his power is superior to man's ; that He is a God who hears
and answers prayer, and works miracles whenever the need arises.

The Great Creator has not let out his universe, to be governed by
law independently of the Law-giver. He is a God of miracles, the
same yesterday, to-day and forever, and his miracles are according
to law. But He administers the law—it does not administer Him.
How can anyone, having faith in Him " who made the worlds,''

question his power to sway the scepter over those worlds, con-
trolling for the welfare of his creatures the eternal principles upon
which his divine statutes are based, when necessary suspending
or setting aside at will His own enactments?

0. F. W.

CONCERNING THE TESTIMONY OF THE THREE
WITNESSES.

There appeared in the Western Evening Standard of the 22nd
ult. a letter signed "Plymothian," in which the writer says that
the three witnesses to the Book of Mormon "afterwards re-

nounced Mormonism and said that their testimony was false." An
investigator has written to ask if this statement is true.

In reply Ave will say that the statement is not correct; not one
of the witnesses ever denied his testimony. It was reported at
different times during their lifetime that they had done so, and
in the earlier editions of the American Encyclopedia and in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, there are statements to this effect, but
they are not true. David Whitmer, who attained the age of
eighty-four years, before his death specifically denied them. In
an "Address to All Believers in Christ," published at Bichmond,
Missouri, in 1887, he said: " It is recorded in the American
Cyclopaedia and the Encyclopedia Britannica, that I, David
Whitmer, have denied my testimony as one of the three witnesses
to the divinity of the Book of Mormon; and that the other two
witnesses, Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris, denied their
testimony to that book. I will say once more to all mankind.
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(hat 1 have never at any time denied that testimony or any pari

thereof. I also testify to the world, that neither Oliver Cowdery
nor Martin Harris ever at any time denied their testimony. They
died reaffirming the truth of the divine authenticity of the Book
of Mormon."
In his ** History of the Mormon Church," published in the

Americana, Elder B. II. Roberts says: "The evidence relied upon
that they (the three witnesses) had denied their testimony to the
Book of Mormon was the fact that they either left the Church or
were exeommunieated from it. Both Martin Harris and Oliver
Cowdery. however, returned to the Church and died in full faith

and fellowship. And while David Whitmer remained separated
from the communion of the Church to the day of his death, he
still adhered to the truth of his testimony, as is abundantly wit-

nessed by his 'Address to all Believers in Christ,' published only
about one year before his death. The trying circumstances under
which the witnesses persisted in maintaining the truth of that
testimony is also known. Neither separation from Joseph Smith
as a companion and associate, nor excommunication from the body
religious, brought into existence as a sequence, one may say, of
the coming forth of the Nephite record, affected them as witnesses.
In the Church and while out of it they steadfastly maintained
what they first published to the world respecting the Book of
Mormon. They never attempted to resolve the appearance of the
angel, the exhibition of the plates, or hearing the voice of the Lord
into hallucination of the mind ; nor did they ever attempt to refer
this really great event to some jugglery on the part of Joseph
Smith. They never allowed even the possibility of their being
mistaken in the matter. They saw ; they heard ; the splendor of
God shone about them ; they felt his presence. They were not
deluded. The several incidents making up this great revelation
were too palpable to the strongest senses of the mind to admit of
any doubt as to their reality. The great revelation was not given
in a dream or vision of the night. There was no mysticism about
it. Nothing unseemly or occult. It wasasimple, straightforward,
open fact that had taken place before their eyes. The visitation

of the angel was in the broad light of day. Moreover, it occurred
after such religious exercises as were worthy to attend upon such
an event, viz., after morning devotional exercises common to all

really Christian families of that period—the reading of a scripture
lesson, singing a hymn, and prayer; and after arriving at the
scene of the revelation, devout prayer was again engaged in by
the Prophet and each of the then-to-be witnesses."—W. A. M.

Mistaken enthusiasm is the kind shown by the clergyman who
sits up all night over a sermon that will put his congregation to

sleep the next day.




