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P ar t  I

M
o r m o n  w as  b or n  i nt o a n  e n vir o n -
m e nt  w hi c h  c o ul d  h a v e  m a d e  hi m  
a n u n b eli e v er,  a s k e pti c, a  m a n  

of  t h e w orl d.  T h e  N e p hit es  a n d  L a m a n -
it es w er e  li vi n g i n a li mitl ess o c e a n  of  
si n a n d a b o mi n ati o n. It w as  a p eri o d  
of s u p erstiti o n, i d ol atr y, a n d s elf-i n -
d ul g e n c e. T h e y  r es ort e d t o s pirits a n d  
d e m o ns,  r at h er t h a n t o J es us C hrist,  t h e 
G o d  of  t h eir l a n d, as a  m e a ns  of  c o n -
tr olli n g s u p er n at ur al p o w er. 1 Wit c h -
cr aft, s or c er y, a n d m a gi c  a b o u n d e d i n 
t h e l a n d.

I d ol atr y w as  pr a ctis e d,  es p e ci all y  b y  
t h e L a m a nit es.  Fr e q u e ntl y  w h e n  t h e y 
c o n q u er e d N e p hit e  t errit or y, t h e y of -
f er e d t h eir c a pti v es, w o m e n,  a n d c hil -
dr e n,  as s a crifi c es t o t h eir i d ol g o ds ?  
T h e  a cri d o d or  of  s m o ul d eri n g w o o d,  
a n d  t h e si c k e ni n g s m ell of  b ur ni n g  fl es h 
w as  wi n n o w e d  t hr o u g h t h e l a n d.

T h e  N e p hit es  d e g e n er at e d  t o a  p oi nt  
w h er e  t h e r estr ai nts of  ci vili z ati o n n o  
l o n g er i n hi bit e d t h eir b as e  d esir es. C a p -
t uri n g t h e wi v es  a n d d a u g ht ers  of  t h e 
L a m a nit es,  t h e y d e pri v e d  t h e m of  t h eir 
virt u e,  t ort ur e d t h e m u ntil  t h e y w er e  
d e a d,  a n d  t h e n f e ast e d o n  t h eir fl es h ? A
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si mil ar st at e of  s a v a g er y e xist e d  a m o n g  
t h e L a m a nit es,  w h o  f e d t h eir c a pti v e  
w o m e n  t h e fl es h of  t h eir h us b a n ds,  a n d  
t h eir c a pti v e c hil dr e n  t h e fl es h of  t h eir 
f at h ers ?

I n d e e d, t h e N e p hit es  a n d  L a m a nit es  
of t h e f o urt h c e nt ur y aft er C hrist  
r e a c h e d a  pitif ull y  l o w st at e of  ci vili z a -
ti o n. T h e y  w er e  a  li c e nti o us, d e pr a v e d,  
bl o o dt hirst y,  a n d  g o dl ess  p e o pl e.

It w as  i nt o t his w orl d  of  bl a c k  m a gi c,  
h u m a n s a crifi c es, a n d u nr estr ai nt  t h at 
M or m o n  w as  b or n  a b o ut  3 1 1 A. D ?  It 
w as  c ert ai nl y n ot  a n e n vir o n m e nt t o 
e n c o ur a g e t h e el e v ati o n of  t h e h u m a n  
s pirit a n d  t h e e x p a nsi o n of  t h e h u m a n  
mi n d.

M or m o n,  h o w e v er,  w as  b or n  i nt o a 
r eli gi o us h o m e. H e  w as  n a m e d  aft er  his  
f at h er a n d aft er  t h e pl a c e  w h er e  Al m a  
b a pti z e d  his  first c o n v erts. T h e  s el e c-
ti o n of  t h at n a m e  i n di c at es si n c er e r e-
li gi o us c o n vi cti o ns o n  t h e p art  of  his 
p ar e nts. As  a  s m all b o y,  M or m o n,  u n -
d o u bt e dl y,  k n elt  b esi d e  his  m ot h er  a n d  
c o m m u ni c at e d wit h  G o d.  His  lif e is 
e vi d e n c e  of  t h at f a ct.

F ort u n at el y  f or M or m o n,  a n  i nfl u e n-
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4 L E L A N D  H.  M O N S O N
of  ili a (j e n era.  I  S o ar d  of  li e 

( S ei er et S u n d a y  S c h o ol  U ni o n

ti al m a n  c a m e  i nt o his  lif e w h e n  h e  w as  
t e n y e ars  ol d. T h at  m a n,  A m m ar o n,  
w as  t h e k e e p er  of  t h e r e c or ds. H e  t ol d 
M or m o n  a b o ut m a n y  pl at es w hi c h  
h e  h a d  b e e n  i nstr u ct e d b y  t h e s pirit of  
t h e L or d  t o b ur y  i n t h e hill  S hi m,  a n d  
c h ar g e d  M or m o n  wit h  t h e r es p o nsi bilit y 
of  e n gr a vi n g  t h e hist or y  of  t h e p e o pl e  
o n  o n e  of  t h e r e c or ds ? I n s o d oi n g,  
A m m ar o n  e x er cis e d  a  si n g ul ar i nfl u e n c e 
o v er  M or m o n,  p oi nti n g  o ut  his  l o d est ar 
t o hi m. H e  f o c us e d M or m o n ’s att e nti o n  
o n  b e c o mi n g  a n hist ori a n,  t h e fi el d of  
e n d e a v or  i n w hi c h  M or m o n  off er e d  his  
gr e at est  c o ntri b uti o n.

Wit h  a  lif e p ur p os e  i n mi n d  at  t h e a g e  
of  t e n, a n d  wit h  a  fir m r es ol uti o n t o s u c-
c e e d, M or m o n  l ai d t h e f o u n d ati o n 
st o n es u p o n w hi c h  h e l at er b uilt his  
s u p erstr u ct ur e of l e a d ers hi p. M or al  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  5 5 0)
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G O L D  A N D  SI L V E R  P L A T E S  F O U N D  B Y  U NI -
V E R SI T Y  O F  C HI C A G O  I N T H E  C O R N E R S T O N E  
B O X E S,  A U DI E N C E  P A L A C E  O F  D A RI U S  T H E  
G R E A T.
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You will be seeing more and 
more of these golden emblems of hon-
orable discharge. Watch for them. 
Honor the men who wear them— 
their duty has been well done.

One of these days Overland Grey-
hound, too, will be "discharged” from 
war service. Then, we will be ready 
with the newest and finest in bus 
service—ready to take you on that 
long deferred vacation to see this 
"Amazing America” you fought for.
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idealism and sheer will power pitted 
Mormon against that which was vile 
and mean. Because of his strength of 
character, derived from a strong home 
environment and the influence of Am- 
maron, the moral obliquities of the peo-
ple gave him his great chance at leader-
ship. His dual environment, therefore, 
furnished him with abundant opportu-
nities for success and he capitalized on 
these opportunities. He was large of 
stature and must have had a command-
ing nature, for he was made commander- 
in-chief of all Nephite armies at the age 
of sixteen.

Yes, Mormon was a great man, a 
leader, a descendant of Nephi. His 
leadership was manifested in three 
ways: as an historian, as a prophet, 
and as a warrior.

Morm on  as  Reco rd  Kee pe r

VSThi le  searching for someone who 
could be trusted with many sacred 

records which he had buried in the hill 
Shim, and who could also engrave a 
history of the people on the plates of 
Nephi, Ammaron discovered the boy 
Mormon. Ammaron observed Mor-
mon’s sense of responsibility, his acute 
mind, and his faith in God. Impressed 
by his observations, he arranged to talk 
with Mormon.

He said:
... I perceive that thou art a sober child, and 
art quick to observe; Therefore, when ye are 
about twenty and four years old I would 
that ye should remember the things which 
ye have observed concerning this people; 
and when ye are of that age go to the land 
Antum, unto a hill which shall be called 
Shim; and there have I deposited unto the 
Lord all the sacred engravings concerning 
this people. And behold, ye shall take the 
plates of Nephi unto yourself, and the re-
mainder shall ye leave in the place where 
they are; and ye shall engrave on the plates 
of Nephi all the things which ye have ob-
served concerning this people.7

Mormon accepted the responsibility 
and looked forward to the time when 
he could have custody of the records. 
Perhaps at his solicitation, Mormon’s 
father took him the following year to 
the land of Zarahemla.8 It was a dense-
ly populated area, for Mormon wrote

'Ibid.. 1:2-4 
*Ibid.. 1:6

OWNERSHIP

By Della Adams Leitner

HE found a rare old manuscript, 
Yellowed with tattered ends,

And with collector’s pride he showed 
His treasure to his friends.

Ignoring texts of wisdom’s gold 
Handprinted on the scroll, 
He quoted cost and period— 
Possession was his goal.

A youth who saw it read with joy 
Its priceless words of truth— 
The buyer does not know his scroll 
Belongs .to .that glad youth. 

that the people were almost as numer-
ous as the sand on the seashore. The 
river Sidon flowed by the city of 
Zarahemla. To the east was the At-
lantic ocean and to the west the Pacific. 
He may have had an opportunity on 
the east coast to travel through the cities 
of Bountiful, Mulek, Nephihah, and 
Lehi. And he may have found much to 
interest him south of Zarahemla in the 
land of Manti and west towards the 
Pacific in the cities of Zeezrom, Cumeni, 
and Antiparah. The distance from sea 
to sea was not great, and it is possible 
that Mormon saw the stormy Atlantic 
and the peaceful Pacific.

But above everything else, he must 
have persuaded his father to take him 
to the hill Shim, where the sacred rec-
ords were deposited.

It was in 345 A.D., when Mormon 
was thirty-four years of age, and was 
serving as commander-in-chief of all the 
Nephite forces, that he went a second 
time to the hill Shim and took therefrom 
the large plates of Nephi. Upon them 
he engraved the history of his contem-
poraries.0 He engraved on these plates 
a "full account of all the wickedness 
and abomination.” For the next forty 
years he had custody of the plates and 
continued to engrave on them the his-
tory of his people.

In 385 A.D., as commander-in-chief 
of all Nephite forces, he wrote a letter 
to the king of the Lamanites, arranging 
to meet the Lamanites in a battle of ex-
tinction around the hill Cumorah. 
Knowing this battle would be the last 
struggle of his wicked followers, and 
having been commanded to preserve the 
records, he made a set of gold plates, 
which we call the Plates of Mormon. In 
their completed form, including the 
small plates of Nephi, this record was 
eight inches long, six inches wide, and 
six inches thick.10

Making these plates was not easy, 
but this physical task was small in com-
parison with the intellectual labor in-
volved in abridging the history of the 
Nephites and Lamanites; and in addi-
tion there was the work of engraving 
his history on his gold plates.

Day after day the sound of the 
hammer striking the anvil could be 
heard in the distance as Mormon 
worked to prepare the thin sheets of 
metal for his record. He mined it, 
beat it into thin sheets, cut these sheets 
into plates eight inches by six inches in 
size, and ringed them together. He 
must have felt proud of his achieve-
ment. What he did not know at the 
time was that his record was not com-
pleted, that later he was to face the task 
of ringing the small plates of Nephi 
with the record he had produced. Com-
pleting this task, he had finished the 
physical labor involved in preparing the 
plates.
"«Ibid., 2:16-17

“Joseph Smith, History of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, IV, 537; J. M. Sjodahl, 
An Introduction to the Study of the Book of Mormon, 
pp. 35-46.
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M O R M O N

B ut  t his w as  o nl y  a  s m all p art  of  t h e 
w or k  h e  h a d  o utli n e d  f or hi ms elf. H e  
r e a d t h e l ar g e pl at es  of  N e p hi  a n d  s e-
l e ct e d t h e i d e as h e  wis h e d  t o pr es e nt  
o n  his  pl at es. H e  r e ali z e d t h at t h e s u c-
c ess of  his  w or k  w o ul d  b e  d et er mi n e d  
b y  his  a bilit y  t o b e  dis cri mi n ati n g  i n t h e 
s el e cti o n of  d et ails. Aft er  h e  h a d  r e a d 
a  f e w p a g es,  h e  f or m ul at e d s e nt e n c es t o 
e x pr ess t h e i d e as, a n d t h e n e n gr a v e d  
t h e m o n  his  pl at es  i n r ef or m e d E g y pti a n  
c h ar a ct ers. 1 1 It w as  a t e di o us pr o c ess.

Usi n g  t h e l ar g e pl at es  of  N e p hi  as  
s o ur c e m at eri al — a n d  t h er e w er e  m a n y  
v ol u m es  of  t h e m— M or m o n  c o m pl et e d  
t h e hist or y  of  t h e N e p hit es  a n d  L a m a n -
it es fr o m t h e ti m e t h e y l eft J er us al e m  
i n 6 0 0  B. C.  u ntil  3 8 5  A. D.,  a  p eri o d  of  
al m ost  a  t h o us a n d y e ars.

T n  a d diti o n t o writi n g  his  a bri d g m e nt  
1 of  N e p hit e  hist or y  a n d att a c hi n g  t h e 
s m all pl at es of  N e p hi  t o his r e c or d, 
M or m o n  wr ot e  s e v e n c h a pt ers of  t h e 
B o o k  of  M or m o n  a n d t h e " W or ds of  
M or m o n. "  T h e  B o o k  of  M or o ni  als o  
c o nt ai ns t w o l ett ers w hi c h  M or m o n  
wr ot e  t o M or o ni,  a n d  a s y n o psis of  a n 
a d dr ess h e h a d d eli v er e d o n “ F ait h,  
H o p e,  a n d  C h arit y. ” 1 2

It is u p o n  t his pr o d u cti o n t h at w e  
m ust  b as e  o ur  o pi ni o n  c o n c er ni n g  M or -
m o n's  a bilit y  as a  writ er  a n d  a  s c h ol ar.  
H e  di d n ot cl ai m p erf e cti o n f or his  
w or k.  I n t h e first pl a c e,  h e  r e c or ds t h at 
h e w as  u n a bl e  t o r el at e c ert ai n f a cts 
b e c a us e  of  t h e i m p erf e cti o n of  t h e r e-
f or m e d E g y pti a n  l a n g u a g e w hi c h  h e  
us e d. 1 3 M or o ni,  his  s o n, r el at es t h at his

“ M or m o n  9: 3 2
“ M or o ni  7, 8, 9
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E VI D E N C E S  A N D  R E C O N CI LI A TI O N S
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  5 2 1)  

o w n, p ers o n al a p pr o a c h es t o hi m, i n 
ri g ht e o us li vi n g, i n pr a y er, t h e y m a y  
k n o w,  b e y o n d  d o u bt,  t h at h e  li v es. T h e  
gr e at er  e nli g ht e n m e nt of  t his d a y  h as  
d e cl ar e d  t h at o nl y  "t h e f o ol h at h  s ai d  
i n his  h e art,  ' T h er e is n o  G o d. ’ ” S ci -
e n c e  h as  m er el y  a d d e d  c o nfir m ati o n t o 
t his k n o wl e d g e,  b y  its i n v asi o n of  t h e 
s e cr ets i n n at ur e's  k e e pi n g.

T h e  c o n d u ct of  m a n  a m o n g t h e i n-
n u m er a bl e  f or c es of  n at ur e  is t h e o b -
j e cti v e of  r eli gi o n. S ci e n c e  st o ps s h ort,  
at pr es e nt,  wit h  t h e dis c o v er y  of  t h e 
p h e n o m e n a  of  n at ur e. It h as  t o u c h e d 
o nl y  li g htl y u p o n  t h e pr o p er  us e  of  its 
dis c o v er e d  f a cts— w h et h er  p o w d er,  f or 
e x a m pl e,  s h all b e  us e d  t o s e c ur e a  f o u n-
d ati o n  f or a h o m e,  or  t o d estr o y  lif e. 
Y et,  a s h ort w hil e  a g o a n u m b er of 
s ci e ntists c o n cl u d e d t h at t h e w or k  of 
s ci e n c e is n ot  c o m pl et e  u ntil  it c o nsi d ers  
t h e pr o p er  us e  of  its h ar d- w o n  k n o wl -
e d g e — f or t h e g o o d  of  m a n.  T h at  c o n -
cl usi o n  w as  p u blis h e d  t o t h e w orl d.

Pr o gr essi v e  s ci e n c e h as  st e a dil y c o n -
fir m e d a n d is c o nfir mi n g t h e cl ai ms of  
r eli gi o n, t h e b asi c  o n e  of  w hi c h  h as  b e e n  
dis c uss e d  h er e.  It c a n n ot  g ai ns a y  t h e m; 
b ut  o nl y  f ortif y t h e m. W h e n e v er  t h er e 
s e e ms t o b e  a c o nfli ct, it is n ot  i n t h e

S E P T E M B E R,  1 9 4 5  

f at h er us e d  r ef or m e d E g y pti a n  b e c a us e  
H e br e w  r e q uir e d t o o m u c h  s p a c e. H e  
f urt h er st at es t h at if M or m o n  c o ul d  h a v e  
us e d  H e br e w  t h er e w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  n o 
i m p erf e cti o n i n t h e r e c or d.1 4 M or o ni,  
a p ol o gi zi n g f or c ert ai n i m p erf e cti o ns, 
as ks us n ot  t o c o n d e m n t h e r e c or d. 1 6  
C o nti n ui n g,  M or o ni  wr ot e:  " A n d if 
t h er e b e  f a ults t h e y b e  t h e f a ults of  a 
m a n.  B ut  b e h ol d,  w e  k n o w  n o  f a ult.” 1 6

T h e  hist or y,  of  c o urs e,  w as  pr e p ar e d  
u n d er  di vi n e  dir e cti o n.  S o  f ar as  hist ori -
c al f a cts a n d d o ctri n e  ar e c o n c er n e d,  
w e  m a y  b e  s ur e t h at t h e y ar e a c c ur at e.  
Pl a ci n g  M or m o n  i n his  hist ori c al s et-
ti n g, r e c o g ni zi n g t h at h e  wr ot e  wit h o ut  
t h e h el p  of  m o d er n  r h et ori c al d e vi c es,  
a n d k n o wi n g  t h at w e  m ust  j u d g e his  
st yl e fr o m a  tr a nsl ati o n, w e  s n o ul d n ot  
b e  t o o criti c al  of  his  cr afts m a ns hi p.

H e  g a v e  t o us  a n  i nt er esti n g r eli gi o us 
a n d s e c ul ar hist or y  of  a  gr e at  ci vili z a -
ti o n w hi c h  fl o uris h e d u p o n  t his c o nti -
n e nt f or a t h o us a n d y e ars. Wit h o ut  
t his hist or y  b y  M or m o n,  w e  w o ul d  b e  
gr o pi n g i n t h e d ar k c o n c er ni n g t h e 
a b ori gi n al  i n h a bit a nts of  A m eri c a.  Al -
m ost  a milli o n  li vi n g m e m b ers  of  t h e 
C h ur c h  of  J es us C hrist  of  L att er- d a y  
S ai nts  o w e  a d e bt  of  gr atit u d e  t o t his 
pr o p h et  of  G o d  f or his  w or k.  A n d  t his 
r e c or d of  M or m o n  will  g o  f or w ar d as a 
wit n ess  t h at J es us C hrist  is di vi n e,  
a p ot e nt f or c e i n c o nfir mi n g p e o pl e  
i n ri g ht e o us n ess. S u c h  is t h e i nfl u e n c e 
of  t his m a n  of  l ett ers, t his r e c or d k e e p -
er.

( T o b e  c o n cl u d e d)

riI d e m.
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W a rti m e

T r a v el

S alt  L a k e  Cit y

C L A R E N C E  L  W E S T

If y o u m ust  t r a v el n o w,  

pl e as e  m a k e  y o u r  h ot el  r es -

e r v ati o ns w ell  i n a d v a n c e  

of y o u r a r ri v al a n d h a v e  

t h e m c o nfi r m e d b ef o r e y o u  

l e a v e h o m e. Y o u'll  s a v e 

h o u rs  of  w o r r y  a n d  p ossi bl e  

dis a p p oi nt m e nt.  A n d  pl e as e,  

f o r t h e s a k e of s e r vi c e m e n  

a n d  ot h e r  ess e nti al  t r a v el e rs, 

c a n c el y o u r r es e r v ati o ns  

p r o m ptl y  if y o u d o n't  n e e d  

T h a n k  y o ul

T e m pl e  S q u a r e

f a cts dis c o v er e d, b ut  i n m a n ’s f e e bl e 
c h a n gi n g  e x pl a n ati o ns  of  t h e m.

R eli gi o n,  a s yst e m of  tr ut h d e vis e d  
b y  G o d,  a c c e pts  all  tr ut h, u n d er  w h at -
e v er  n a m e  it m a y  b e  pr es e nt e d. I n t h at 
s yst e m  t h er e is pl a c e  f or e v er y  tr ut h t h at 
m a n  m a y  dis c o v er. Tr u e  r eli gi o n l o o ks 
u p o n  s ci e n c e as a  h a n d m ai d, als o e n -
g a g e d  i n t h e s e ar c h f or tr ut h. It w el -
c o m es e v er y n e w dis c o v er y, f or tr u e 
r eli gi o n fits all i n cr e as e of  k n o wl e d g e  
i nt o its o w n  str u ct ur e. E v er y  n e w  dis -
c o v er y i n t h e e n d b e c o m es a n ot h er  
m e a ns  f or li vi n g m or e  f ull y t h e g os p el  of 
J es us C hrist.

T h er e  w as  n e v er  a ti m e w h e n  r eli-
gi o n  w as  s o w ell  e q ui p p e d as n o w  t o 
s er v e h u m a nit y, f or e v er y a v ail a bl e  
tr ut h is as a  t o ol i n t h e h a n ds  of  t h os e 
w h o  l a b or f or h u m a n  g o o d,  a n d t h er e 
is m or e  k n o w n  t o d a y t h a n at  a n y  ot h er  
ti m e o n e art h. S o,  t h e q u esti o n pr o -
p o u n d e d at t h e h e a d  of t his writi n g  
m a y  b e  a ns w er e d  wit h  c ert ai nt y: T h e  
pr o gr ess  of  s ci e n c e i n cr e as es t h e c h al -
l e n g e of  r eli gi o n— t h e s ci e n c e w hi c h  i n-
cl u d es  all  l ess er s ci e n c es.

T h os e  w h o  d o u bt  t his ar e  a m o n g  t h e 
p e o pl e  w h o  h a v e  e y es  a n d  t h e y s e e n ot.  
T h e y  h a v e  e ars  a n d  t h e y h e ar  n ot.  T h e y  
ar e tr aili n g at t h e e n d of  t h e w orl d ’s 
pr o c essi o n  of  t hi n ki n g p e o pl e. — J.  A.  W.

V e g e m e at  St e a ks  a r e  p e rf e ct  f o r 
l u n c h o r  di n n e r!  T h es e  t e n d e r, 
j ui c y st e a ks a r e  a  t ast y p r o d u ct  
of  w h e at,  v e g et a bl e  e xt r a cts,  
a n d  s e as o ni n gs, p r ess u r e  c o o k e d  
t o b ri n g  o ut  all  t h ei r ri c h  fl a v o r. 

V e g e m e at  St e a ks gi v e a w el -
c o m e c h a n g e t o y o u r  m e als!

A T  Y O U R  G R O C E R S

E N J O Y  L O M A LI N D A  

Q U A LI T Y  F O O D S!
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