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LATTER-DAY SAINTS’

foot of the mountains, where a small
lake empties into the bay. Being a
warm day we were very thirsty, and
struck a herd boy's attitude upon the
round to quench our thirst. “ Ah!
it’s salty, salty as brine,” we exclaimed
in the same breath. We had now to
walk an hour before coming to drink-
ing water. This salt lake probably
has its source from a mineral spring
near the base of the mountains., Fif-
teen minutes from this lake and we
are at the mouth of the pass which
leads over the mountains into the
lains of Attica. We turned now and
ooked back upon the bay, where we
saw in imagination the great battle of
Salamis, It was here Themistocles
gained a signal victory over the Per-
sians. Now all was silent as the
grave, The only indication of life
was a big luzy Albanian stretched out
nFon the ground watching his flock
of sheep. Atnearly the highest point
of the pass is located the Daphne, at
present a cloister, but formerly a for-
tress, marking the boundary between
the Athenians and the Eleusians. Not
far from these old ruins the road en-
ters the plains of Attica, and Athens
is in sight. Where the pass emerges

into the plains is a little house about |

4x6 feet,and about 6 feet high. On the
outside 1s a daub of a picture repre-
senting the Savior, on the outside is a
miserable looking picture representing

MILLENNIAL STAR, 235

the Virgin Mary. Before the window
of this miniature structure the Greek
(atholies on their journey may stop,
kneel down upon the earth in the dust
or mud, and offer up a prayer before
these images. The road we have been
traveling was in ancient times the
holy road to Eleusis, over which many
a grand procession has marched to
take part in the religious festivals
given in the Temple of Demeter and
Core, in whose honor a beautiful
work of the sculptor is still kept in
the musenm at ]Eleusis. Athens is a
R‘retty little ecity and quite modern.

he money here reminds one of the
Spartan money introduced by Lycur-
gus. It is quite a task for us to carry
our money about, not because we
have so much, but because a shilling’s
worth is about all one man onght to
carry. European civilization, how-
ever, is advancing towards the East.
Tt has already pushed its way overthe
' Mediterranean, and forced its com-
' merce into most of its ports. The
' Greeks have become considerably
| mixed with other nations; still they
“are struggling for their former great-
' ness and place in the world’s history;
" a noble ambition, but out of propor-
tion to their genius and resources.

Kind regards from Brother Lyman.
' Your brother in the Gos;')lgl,

J. M. TANNER.

THE BOOK OF MORMON, AND THE END OF THE WORLD.
BY ELDER L. ¥. MONCH.
FUE e,
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 213].
“Tn the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.”—Matt.

xviii, 16.

We proved in the last number that
baptism is an ordinance absolutely
necessary lo secure salvation, and
also that it was instituted by the
highest authority in heaven or on
earth : it will be our object to prove,
in this number, that the correct form
is also necessary, to receive the prom-
ised blessing, obtained through the
observance of this holy ordinauce.
We are aware that many are of the
opinion that it does not matter how
the ceremony is performed nor who

performs it, so long as it is called by
the name of baptism ; and so long as
water is used in some form it does not
matter whetherit is throngh the agency
of sprinkling, pouring or immersion.
Let us see if this is a correct conclu-
810N, :

In the first place we should know
that our Father in heaven is very pur-
ticular respecting the observance of
His laws and the carrying out of His
ordinances, a fact which can be de-
monstrated from a number of passages
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and incidents in the Bible, a few of
which we will introduce here.

After the Lord had given Moses a | that a

pattern of the tabernacle, He con-
cluded with the following command:
“Bee that thou make all things
according to the pattern shewed to
thee in the mount.” He was even
commanded how hewas to rear it when
it was finished, which was also done
by men selected by special revelation;
we read : “ And thou shalt rear up
the tabernacle according to the fashion
thereof which was showed thee in the
mount.” Yea, so particular was He,
that He even gave instruction how to
fold it for the purpose of carrying,
and who was to carry it, and no one
else was permitted to officiate in this
capacity. The same particular 1n-
struction was given to Aaron and his
sons as to their dress when perform-
ing the duties of their offices. When
a temple in place of a tabernacle was
to be built, us before, a special pattern
was given from heaven that it might
be acceptable unto the Lord; we read:
“Then David gave to Solomon, his
son, the pattern of the porch
and the pattern of all that he had by
the spirit.” When the law was revealed
from the mount its faithful observ-
ance was demanded of the people in
the following stringent language :
“ Cursed be he that confirmeth not
all the words of the law to do them.
Aund all the people shall say, Amen.”
Some people are of the opinion that
in the days of the Savior, God ceuzed
to be so particular with respect to the
observance of revealed laws from
heaven ; but this would simply prove
Him to be a changeable God, and con-
trary to His oft repeated assertion,
“I am the same to-day and forever ;”
a truth which is fully sustained by
the New Testament, for we find that
the laws given by our Savior in the
sermon on the mount, were made
equally as obligatory ; we read :
“ Whosoever shall break one of these
least commandments, and shall teach
men 80, he shall be called the least in
the kingdom of heaven : but whoso-
ever shall doand teach them, the same
shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven,” Now, these were only
simple commandments pertaining to
general principles of doctrine,

............

|
|
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Here, therefore, we have the tes-
timon{ of the Father and the Son,
| things must be observed and
performed according to the pattern
revealed from heaven, and that judg-
ments are pronounced upon those
who break one of the least command-
ments and teach men so. And if it
was necessary to have a correct pat-
tern for the tabernacle, and all things

. were to be constructed precisely ac-

cording to this pattern, how much
more necessary must it be to have a
correct pattern for such an important
ordinance as that of baptism upon
which our salvation hangs; and if a
curse was pronounced upon every one
that confirmed not every word of
this law (law of Moses) to do them,
and judgments upon those who broke
one of the least commandments, and
taught men so, what must be the
penalty of him who changes or breaks
the great law of baptism, one of the
first steps to salvation, from which
the Son of God waus not even exempt,
And again if there was a pattern given
for the tabernacle and -temple, surely
our Ffather in heaven has not left us
without a correct pattern for this all
important principle. Let us see if we
can find one ; and as this is one of the
foundation stones upon which the true
Church of Christ rests, we trust our
readers will pardon us if we are a lit-
tle explicit and lengthy.

Jesus said, “1 am the way, the
truth, and the life : no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.” Now,
if Jesus is ' the way,” the pattern set
us by Him in the observance of this
principle, is undoubtedly the cor-
rect one, and by adopting it without
the leasu variation or change, accord-
ing to the law of God, our heavenly
Father will certainly acknowledge it,
and we will reap the desired blessing.
Let us see what it was.

In Matthew iii, 13-17, we read:
Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him, But John forbade him, saying,
I bave need to be baptized of thee,
and comest thou to me? And Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer # to
be so now : for thus it becometh us to
fulfill all righteousness. Then he
suffered him. Aud Jesus when he
was baptized, went up straightway
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out of the water: and, lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and he saw
the spirit of Glod descending like a
dove and alighting upon him :  And
lo, a voice from heaven saying, This
is my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased.”

There is muech valuable informa- |

tion contained in this little episode if
we examine it carefully. In the
fiest place, our Savior was old enongh
to know for what purpose he went to
the river Jordan ; secondly, he went
of his own free will and choice,
there being no compalsion ; thirdly,
he asked John to perform the task for
him ; fourthly, this baptism was
performed in a river where there
was an abundance of water; fifthly,
he went down into the water,
for we read: “And Jesus, when
he was baptized, went np straightway
out of the water;” sixthly, we are
informed by the words of the Savior
Himself, that it was necessary, “/for
thusit becomethusto fulfill all righteouws-
ness,” The Savior was without sin,
becanse He fulfilled or rather kept
every law that was revealed from God;
we have proven in a previous number
that this law was revealed from God,
had our Savior not observed it, Ha
would have broken a law, and there-
fore could not have been our Redeemer,
neither could He have gone into the
kingdom of heaven according to His
own words to Nicodemus, * Except
a man be born of the waterand of the
spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God.” John iii, 5. When He was

baptized in the Jordan He was born

of the water, after that we are told
that the spirit of God descended like
a dove and lighted upon Him, hence
He was born of the spirit, thus fulfill-
ing the words to Nicodemus, and
inasmuch as He kept all the other laws,
He was entitled to go into the king-
dom of heaven.

So far then we have here a perfect
pattern except one point that ma{
perhaps be regarded a little doubtfu
by some, viz: was the act performeci
by sprinkling, pouring or immersion.
1f we can prove either of these forms,
without a doubt the pattern will be
complete, and we need no longer be
deceived on this point. _

The word baptize we are informed

l
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is a Greck word derived from baptizo
or bapto and signifies to dip, plunge or
immerse ; hence the very word itself
gives the explanation to any reason-
able mind, especially when we remem-
ber the above comment, ““ went up
straightway out of the water.” How-
aver, in addition to the above explicit
definition, we will add the testimony
of three leading authors, whose vera-
city of character is above reproach,
and who are regarded as the standard
fvrlters of sacred history and Biblical
ore.

Mosheim, in his “ Ecclesiastical
History, vol. 1, guge 129, says: “The
gacrament of baptism was admin-
istered in this (first) century, with-
out the publie, in places appointed
and prepared cf’or that purpose, and
was performed b{ immersion of the
whole body in the baptismal font.
Again, page 211, he says: * The
persons [in the second century] that
were to be baptizad...were immersed
under water, and received into Christ’s
kingdom by a solemn invocation of
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.”

Martin Luther, writing in the six-
teenth century, says: “ The term
baptism is a Greek word : it may be
rendered by dipping as when we
dip anything in waver that it ma
be entirely covered with water. %
could wish that such as are to bs bap-
tizaed should be completely immersed
into water, according to the meaning
of the word and the signification of
the ordinanca.,” Here then we have

' the testimony of the man who gave

us the first complete translation of
the Bible, and from which nearlyall
the various tongues of Christendom
have copied, and which is to-day re-
garded by many as the most perfect
translation,

Robison, the great philologist and
Biblical scholar, says: “The native
Gireeks must understand their own
Janguage better than foreigners, and
they have always understood the word
baptism to signify dipping; and
therefore, from their first embracing
of Christianity to this day, they have
always baptized: and do yet baptiza
by 1mmersion.” Here, then, we
have the testimony of one of
the most eminent authors, that the
people through whose tongue we have
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received the Bible, define the word to
mean immersion, and that *they
have always baptized, and do yet bap-
tize by immersion,” the custom handed
down among this people from the days
of Christ. We have, therefore, the
testimony of three of the most em-
inent men whose names have graced
the pages of ecclesiastical history,
that immersion was and is the proper
mode of baptism. Let us now see
what further evidence we can glean
from the New Testament to substan-
tiate this fact.

We read in the 3rd chapter St.
John, 23rd verse, “And John was
also baptizing in Anon near to Salim,
because there was much water there ;
and they came, and were baptized.’
Now, had sprinkling or pouring been
the correct process, would it have
been necessary for the people to go
out to the river Zunon to be baptized,
“ because there was much water
there ?” The sprinkling process would
take barely a fewdrops, while pouring,
at the most, but a teacupful, a quan-
tity of water which might have been
procured and the act performed where
the people lived. Paul in his epistle to
the Romans, vi: 3, 4,says : ‘" Know
ﬂe not, that so many of us as were

aptized into Christ Jesus were bap-
tized into His death? Therefore we
are buried with Him by baptism into

death : that like as Christ was raised |
up from the dead by the glory of the |

Father, even so we should also walk
in newness of life.” Had baptism
been performed by sprinkling or
pouring, Paul would have made a
great mistake in comparing baptismn
to the burial of Christ, but when we

remember the correct form of baptism |

the simile is beautiful, because we
are buried in the water as Christ was
buried in the earth, and we emerge
again out of the water as Christ,
when he arose from the grave. In
the case of the baptism of the eunuch
by Philip, we read, Acts viii: 38, 39:
“ And he commanded the chariot to
stand still : and they went down both
into the water, both Philip and the
eunuch ; and he baptized Eim. And
when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw bim no more : and he
went on his way rejoicing” From
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these three places of baptism, 7. e in
the Jordan, ZEnon, and this last by
the roadside, we learn the undeniable
fact that baptism was performed un-
der the free canopy of heaven, the
first in the largest river of Palestine,
in which the people in “all the
land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem
were baptized.” The second in the
river Aaon, “because there was much
water there;” and the third in wa-
ter by the roadside, into which both
Philip and the eunuch descended, and
after the baptism “came up out of
the water”; while Paul, to complete
the chain of evidence seemingly com-
ares it with the burial of our Savior.

e think, with the previous com-
ments and testimonies, that further
observation on this point is unneces-
sary. There are two more items to
which we will briefly refer ; first, the
object of baptism, secondly the sub-

ject’s belief,

In St. Mark i: 4, 5, we read : “John
did baptize in the wilderness and
preach the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins. And there
went out unto him all the land of
Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and
were all baptized of him in the river
Jordan confessing their sins,” When
the people on the day of Pentecost
exclaimed, *“ Men and brethren what
shall we do”: “Peter replied, * Re-
pent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of your sins.” Actsii: 38,
Ananias, we read, told Paul, *“ And
now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, call-
ing on the name of the Lord.” Acts
xxii: 16. It was, therefore, accord-
ing to these three testimonies a bap-
tism “ for the remission of sins.”

With respect to the next point,
we read, that when the jailor said to
Paul and Silas, *“Sirs, what must
I do to be saved,” they replied, ** Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved:” then after
he had been taught the Gospel of
Christ, we read in the next verse, “ he
was baptized, he and all his, straight-
way.” After Philip had explained
the Scriptures unto the eunuch, “and
preached unto him Jesus,” we read
that the eunuch said, “here is water
what doth hinder me to be baptized !
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And Philip said, if thou believest
with all thine heart thou mayest. And
he answered and said, “ I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
Then we are informed, “he com-
manded the chariot to stand still,
# % % andhe baptized him.” These
passa.ges will sufficiently explain that
in addition to repenting of their sins,
it was also necessary to believe on
Jesus Christ before they could be
baptized, for the words of Philip, “If

thon believest with all thine heart
thou mayest,” sufticiently explain that

had hexot done so Philip would not
have baptized him, We have, there-
fore, now a complete pattern of the
correct form of baptism, and we are
therefore now prepared to ascertain,
by ecomparison, which one of all the
various sects has this correct heavenly
pattern, for such alone could be en-
titled to the credit of being *“the
everlasting gospel,” brought by the
angel. To aid us, however, in com-
pleting this comparison we will call
theattention of the readertoapassage,
recorded in the 1st chapter of Gala-
tians, and which reads as follows :
“T marvel that we are so soon re-
moved from him that ealled you into
the grace of Christ unto another gos-
Eel; which is not another but there
e some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ.” Luther
in his translation gives us a more sig-
nificant word in place of * pervert,”
and which, I am sorry to say, has
hardly its representative in such a
fitting manner in the English language.
The word used by him is * verkehrt,”

which means, in a more general sense, |

reversed, or turned around ov upside
down. Within the meaning of these
two words * perverted” and “verkehrt”
let us see if we can find any gospels in
which this holy ordinance, baptism, is
“ perverted or verkehrt.” It is not
our object to, in the least degree
malign ormisrepresentany one church;
but as these churches all profess to be
the true churches of Christ, crying
“come here, lo! here is Chriat;” or
* go there for lo ! there is Christ,” and
as we are in search of truth, it will be
our imperative duty to select one as
an example; but in doing so, we
do not design in the least degree
to wound the feelings of him who
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sincerely believes that his church is
the correct one, and who prefers its
rites and ordinances to the correct
heavenly pattern, It is they that
must reap the consequences and not
the humble anthor of this article.
And as the Catholic church is the
most prevalent, and her form of bap-
tism has been adopted by her Protest-
ant reformers as the correct one, we
deem it proper and most fitting to
select her.

As has been shown, our Savior,
the people of Judea and Jerusalem
were baptized in the river Jordan
the largest river in the country, an
also others in the river of Znon. The
Catholic church and her Protestant
reformers baptize in churches where
it would be absurd to even speak of a
river, Baptisms were performed in
those days in rivers, “because there
was much water there ; this church
and her reformers baptize with a few
drops, scarcely enough to moisten the
parched lips of the rich man who raised
up his eyes in hell, being in torment.
Christand the peopleof JudeaandJeru-
salem were immersed or buried in the
water ; this church and her reformers
sprinkle a few drops of water in the
face, while the whole amount contain-
‘ed in the basin is often acarce?
enough to bury the hand of the child,
to say nothing of burying the whole
body. Our Savior, the people of
Judea, Paul, the eunuch as well as
the “ men and women” whom Philip
also baptized, were grown to man-
hood or womanhood, and therefore
in full possession of their reasoning
faculties ; this church and her re-
formers Eaptize little newborn babes
of whom it would be absurd to even
speak of reasoning faculties. Christ,
we are told in Mark x : 16, took little
children in His arms, put His hands
upon them and blessed them ; lo and
behold ! the priests of this church and
her reformers order little children to
be taken up in some one’s arms and
instead of blessing them they baptize
them ; not only do they turn the
ordinance squarely around, but they
even fail to do as the Savior did, ¢ e.
to take up the children in their own
arms. Our Savior, the people of Judea
and Jerusalem as well as the eunuch
'went out to the rivers Jordan and
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ZEnon,desiring to be baptized of John.
This eburch and her reformers carry
theirsubjects of baptism to the church,
because they are only newborn babes,

baptism upon them, without the sub-
jects having the least knowledge of it.

he Savior was baptized because he
desired to fulfill all righteousness, or,
in other words, the law of God ; this
church and her reformers baptize
little beings that have not the least
shadow OFS the knowledge of the law
of God. The people of Judea and
Jerusalem, and those to whom Peter
preached on the day of Pentecost, as
well as Paul, were baptized for the
remission of their sins, after they had
repented of them ; the subjects of
these churches are helpless infants who
have never raised a hand, fout, nor
voice to commit sin ; they have cer-
tainly never coveted anybody’s wile,
or house, or property, neither have
they stolen, or spoken lies, or borne
false witness against their neighbors,
much less committed the greater sins
of whoredom or murder. Christ as
well as all the people who received this
ordinance in a similar manner, could
forever recollect, nt least as long as
they retained their full reasoning
faculties, that they had made a coven-
ant with God through baptism ; the
subjects of these churches know
notflingabuut it only as some oune tells
them. The eunuch and the jailor
had to believe in Christ before they
were baptized ; the suljects of these
churches can have no idea of Ilim.
Qur Savior died for the original sin,
or Adam’s travsgression, thus freeing
all mankind from this sin, and holding
each one responsible for the sins he
himself commits, subject to remission
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lishing the grand principle of the
Atonement ; this church and her
reformers when questioned why they

‘ baptize innocent babes, tell us that
and foree their man-made doctrine of |

they baptiza them for hereditary sins
thus denying the atoning blood o
Christ and substituting for it a false
baptism, nowhere mentioned in the
Bible.

With these facts staring us in the
face, we will leave each one to con-
clude for himself as to whether we
have found * fpewm-l;e:d” or “reversed”
ordinances of the true gospel as es-
tablished by the Savior and 11is Apos-
tles; we will also let each one deter-
mine for himself whether he ecan
afford to place his salvation in jeop-
ardy upon such a false man-made ordi-
nance, which has nothing but the bare
name, and it even belied or misre-
presented. They should, however,
remember the words of the Savior,
already quoted in another part, * But
in vain do they worship me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of
men ;” while to the priests and min-
isters performing these ordinances
and preaching these gospels we feel
it to be ourdutby to quote the remain-
ing words of Paul: * But there be
some that trouble you, and would per-
vert. the gospel of Christ. ut
thongh we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. As
we sald before, so say I now again,
If any man preach any other gospel
unto you, than that ye have received,
let him be aceursed.” (Gal. i: 7, 8,9).

These gospels cannot therefore be
‘“the everlasting gospel,” for they are

the opposite of that which Paul
| preached, and we must therefore look

on certain conditions, thereby estab- ' elsewhere for it.
[To BE CONTINUED.]
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