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HOW MAY we know God? How may we 
feel a nearness to him? Young people 
are earnestly asking these and other 

eternal questions, and they long for the 
answers.

In the world today belief in Jesus 
Christ is too perfunctory, too conventional. 
The conviction of Christ as deity does not 
seem to possess the souls of men, and yet 
the reality of God the Father, the reality 
of Jesus the Christ, the risen Lord, is a truth 
which should possess every human soul, for 
God is the center of the human mind as 
surely as the sun is the center of this uni-
verse, and once we feel his Fatherhood, once 
we feel his nearness, once we sense the 
divinity, the deity of the Savior, the truths 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ follow as natu-
rally as the day the night, and as night the 
day.

There are three ways, among others, in 
which we should like to ask the young peo-
ple of Israel, particularly, to seek their God 
and to feel his nearness. One is to think, 
to reason. Though reason to the soul may 
be only “as the borrowed rays of moon and 
stars to lonely, weary, wandering traveler—” 
yet it is a guide and will lead us to him. Too 
few men use it positively with a desire to 
know the truth.

Another pathway is to accept the witness 
of men who have known him, who have seen 
him. I think we pay too little attention to 
the value of these witnesses. The very first 
act of the Twelve after Christ’s ascension 
was to choose a man from among those who 
had been eyewitnesses of Christ’s resurrec-
tion. That was what they' wanted the 
Apostle to be who was to take Judas’ place— 
a witness of his resurrection. (Read in the 
first chapter of Acts.)

Mind you, many men in the world today 
accept Christ as a great teacher, but that is 
not the fact which is going to transform their 
souls. He was a great teacher, the greatest 

teacher of men, but he was also Jesus the 
Christ, the Son of God, the divine Redeemer 
of the world, and a member of the God-
head—and it is he of whom I speak when 
I plead for young men to come close to him.

The early Apostles were to be witnesses 
of the resurrected Christ in all Judea and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth. And let me here say that we ought 
not to question the integrity of these men. I 
believe in them; I cannot believe that they 
wanted to deceive; I cannot believe that they 
were deceived—I cannot. In the measure-
ment of time we are a long way from them, 
I know; but if we study carefully their lives 
and their histories, we shall find that their 
testimonies are reliable and that the integrity 
of their lives is unquestioned.

These men who were to be witnesses de-
clared before their enemies, the very men 
who had put Jesus Christ to death on the 
cross, that they had seen the risen Lord. 
Here is Peter’s testimony given immediately 
after the resurrection:

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, 
as ye yourselves also know:

“Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain:

“ Whom God hath raised up, having loosed 
the pains of death: because it was not pos-
sible that he should be holden of it. . . .

"This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 
we all are witnesses.” (Acts 2:22-24, 32.) 
(Italics author’s.)

Ah, but the doubting critic says, and he 
says conscientiously, if we had absolute proof 
that this was Peter’s testimony, it would 
have force. But the author—Luke—received 
the witness personally of the men who saw 
Jesus Christ after he was resurrected. We 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
know from authentic sources that 
Luke was in Rome with Mark, and 
also that Mark was in Jerusalem at 
the time that these great events 
took place. We know that Luke 
was in the house of Philip, the 
evangelist, and stayed many days 
at Caesarea, We know that at that 
time he went to Jerusalem. and 
conferred with James who presided 
over the Church at Jerusalem— 
James the brother of the Lord, who 
had accepted the gospel after the 
resurrection. The testimony of 
James, Luke heard, and in all 
probability the testimony of Peter, 
because Peter was there as one of 
the leaders when Luke went up to 
Jerusalem on that occasion. Men 
were living, five hundred of them 
at that time, who had seen the 
resurrected Lord. What about the 
integrity of these witnesses? What 
right had Luke to suspect them? He 
did not; he accepted their testimony 
as valid, and their testimony of the 
resurrected Lord convinced him of 
the divinity of the work of Jesus 
Christ to which he subscribed and 
of which he became a member.

He heard from Paul, day after 
day and night after night, the testi-
mony that he gave, and if there is 
any question about the direct testi-
mony of Peter, we have the direct 
testimony of Paul. Paul testifies 
that he saw th'e risen Lord. With 
that testimony you are all ac-
quainted, He further testifies that 
the risen Lord was seen of Cephas 
(Peter), "... then of the twelve:

“After that, he was seen of above 
five hundred brethren at once; of 
whom the greater part remain unto 
this present, but some are fallen 
asleep.

“After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles.

“And last of all he was seen of 
me also, as of one born out of due 
time,” (I Cor. 15:5-8.)

I cannot doubt that testimony. 
Why can the world? This testi-
mony is of the resurrected Lord, 
not Jesus the teacher, not the Jesus 
of Nazareth, but Jesus the Lord, 
the Redeemer of mankind.

Let me call your attention to an-
other witness nearer to us than the 
ancient Apostles—the testimony of 
Joseph Smith the Prophet who is 
practically of our generation. In 
494
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measurement of time, Cephas, Paul, 
Luke, and others are a long way 
from us. But Joseph Smith testified 
that the risen Lord appeared to him, 
that he was introduced by the 
Father, who said, “This is my Be-
loved Son; hear him.” If that 
testimony stood alone it would be, 
as Christ said his testimony would 
be, of no avail when he spoke of 
himself. But Joseph Smith has 
other witnesses whose integrity 
cannot be questioned. Of Joseph’s 
wonderful testimony, I am merely 
suggesting a line of thought that 
young men may follow and come 
nearer to a conviction of the divin-
ity of Jesus the Christ if they will 
be conscientious and true, and not 
“play pranks with their souls,” but 
be honest as Joseph Smith was hon-
est, and as these other men were 
honest to death in their testimonies.

Three witnesses corroborated 
Joseph Smith’s wonderful vision, 
and in that testimony which they 
give they bear record 'of another 
truth, the immortality of man: For 
if Jesus Christ lived after death, 
and the angel Moroni came as these 
three witnesses declared, then you 
and I will live after death! Man 
is immortal. Oh, what a wonderful 
revelation, what it means to men 
who now but perfunctorily and in a 
conventional manner accept the 
gospel of Christ! These three men 
testified:

“Be it known unto all nations, 
kindred, tongues, and people, unto

FLASHING WINGS

By Manfred A. Carter

Tn  dr ea ms , I harvested the summer light 
And walked on grass but never bent it 

down;
My moving hands were swifter than my 

sight—
I mocked the sun, like some immortal 

down.
Where strange bright motion on a flower 

bell
Came in my dream, I caught a humming-

bird
Abdve that gold and crimson color spell— 
Its throbbing, soundless fear could not be 

heard.
Those flashing wings lay crippled in my 

palm,
With heaven’s shining motion weak and 

slow,
My heedless hands had brought a mortal 

calm;
It was too late to let those bright wings go.
Then slow tears washed my mournful 

soul awake,
I knew some dreams are not for hands 

to take. 

whom this work shall come: That 
we, through the grace of God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
have seen the plates which contain 
this record, which is a record of the 
people of Nephi, and also of the 
Lamanites, their brethren, and also 
of the people of Jared, who came 
from the tower of which hath been 
spoken. And we also know that 
they have been translated by the 
gift and power of God, for his voice 
hath declared it unto us.

“Oliver Cowdery, David Whit-
mer, Martin Harris.”

In Palmyra some years ago I 
read in one of the local papers a 
testimony, or memorandum, given 
by a man who knew these three 
witnesses personally. He never 
joined the Church, but in that local 
paper I read this testimony of the 
integrity of one of these witnesses:

John H. Gilbert, on September 8, 
1892, the man who set the type of 
the Book of Mormon, says this of 
Martin Harris:

“Martin Harris was a good 
farmer owning a farm of about one 
hundred and fifty acres about a 
mile north of Palmyra village, and 
had money at interest. Martin, as 
everybody called him, was con-
sidered by his neighbors a very 
honest man.”

Martin, the honest man, says to 
the world, “God’s voice declared 
to us that the plates from which 
the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated are true; an angel of God 
came down and he brought and 
laid before our eyes, that we beheld 
and saw the records.”

“A very honest man,” bears the 
witness; why should we doubt it?

In Pittsburgh years ago, I heard 
President B. H. Roberts bear wit-
ness in a most inspirational meet-
ing, that he heard David Whitmer, 
another of the three special wit-
nesses, testify in these words:

“Young man, if that book (point-
ing to one of the early editions of 
the Book of Mormon) is not true, 
then there is no truth in this, God’s 
world.”

The integrity of these three wit-
nesses cannot successfully be ques-
tioned.

But there is a greater witness 
than the witness of men, great as 
that is. There is a witness of the

(Concluded on page 542)
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STEEL CASEMENTS
Get all these advantages: (1) Slender 

steel frames permit larger glass areas— 
admit more daylight, (2) Better ventila-
tion, (3) Finger-tip operation for a life-
time-steel won't warp, swell, stick or 
splinter, (4) Superior weather-tightness, 
(5) Fire safety, (6) Termite-proof, (7) Bet-
ter screening, (8) Sash removable by the 
owner in a jiffy, from the inside, (9) Low 
cost. I
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: Asfc your Friendly Lumber Dealer !

MORRISON-MERRILL & CO.
Building Material Distributors

205 NO. 3rd WEST • SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

BOISE, TWIN FALLS, POCATELLO, IDAHO RENO, NEVADA

Quick, Easy Way to 
STOP SMOKING 
"IT DOESN'T COST-IT PAYS" 
Now you can stop smoking with no effort, 
comfortably, easily, the very first day—or 
your money refunded. The recent medical 
discovery you have read about — NICO- 
STOP, guaranteed absolutely harmless, non-
toxic, non-habit forming. Endorsed by 
physicians and church leaders. Used suc-
cessfully by thousands. At your druggist's 
or mail coupon today for free information 
about available sizes and money-back 
guarantee.
NICO-STOP, Dept. A, Saint Helena, Calif. 

Please send free information and prices.
City..........................................   State.
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“Those Were the Two
Happiest Years”

(Concluded from preceding page) 
diligently to serve her Heavenly 
Father to the best o£ her ability, 
for she remembered the passage in 
the Doctrine and Covenants that 
reads:

And if it so be that you should labor 
all your days in crying repentance unto 
this people, and bring, save it be one soul 
unto me, how great shall be your joy with 
him in the kingdom of my Father!

And now, if your joy will be great with 
one soul that you have brought unto me 
into the kingdom of my Father, how great 
will be your joy if you should bring many 
souls unto me! (D. & C. 18:15-16.)

Her prayers had been answered, 
and that night was the beginning of 
her spiritual diary, and she knew 
that this was the beginning of 
her “two happiest years. ...”

ALL-O-WHEAT
CEREAL

The Best and Most Healthful 
Cereal for Your Family to Eat!
Its delicious nut-like 
flavor contains ALL 
the goodness of the 
entire Wheat Berry. 
Constant users of our 
products also testify 
to its value from a 
health standpoint.

IT'S STEEL

ALL-O-WHEAT breakfast ce-
real is made from the choic-
est Utah and Idaho dry farm 
wheats. It is milled to a 
granular fineness on a spe-
cial Steel Cut machine, thus 
retaining a maximum of 
vitamins, body building pro-
teins, minerals, etc.

ALL-O-WHEAT IS
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Spirit. God does reveal today to 
the human soul the reality of the 
resurrection of the Lord, the divin-
ity of this great work, the truth, 
the divine and eternal truth, that 
God lives, not only as a power, an 
essence, a force—as electricity— 
but as our Father in heaven. Oh, 
why do men try to make that power, 
recognized by science and religion 
everywhere, a mere “force!” I 
sometimes wish that such men 
would kneel down and try to pray 
to electricity. Imagine trying to 
pray to electricity! You can not do 
it, and yet this is one of the greatest 
known forces. You can, however, 
pray to God the Father, a Personal 
Being. God reveals to the soul 
his existence. He reveals the deity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, who came 
to earth to give to men the great 
reality of the existence of God and 
his Son; and in that spirit and with 
such witness in my soul I bear 
testimony today that Jesus Christ 
is the Redeemer of the world.

God help us and all the world to 
sense the reality, that the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is established among 
men, and through obedience to it 
the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man may become 
realities to every son and daughter 
of Adam. God hasten the day 
when that testimony will be real 
in every heart.

• DELICIOUS to the Taste
• NUTRITIOUS to the Body
• EASY TO PREPARE
• VERY ECONOMICAL to use

Get it at your grocers today 
or write to

ALL-O-WHEAT CO.
OGDEN, UTAH

TWICE as
FAR

As Most Other Liquid 
Starches Because It’s 

CONCENTRATED
Gives You EASY Starching 
BEAUTIFUL, Easy Ironing

READY TO USE
Just Add Hot Or Cold Water

GOES
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SALT LAKE COSTUME CO.
248 So. Main St., Salt Lake City • Dial 3-1031
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