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^ ^tt e m pts t o I pr o v e

iir p H E B o o k  of  M o r m o n  h as  
I wit hst o o d  a c e nt ur y of at-  
■ " ■t e m pts  t o pr o v e  it m a n- m a d e.  

D es pit e  fi er c e a n d  u n e n di n g  ass a ults  
it c o nti n u es t o c h all e n g e t h e att e n -
ti o n a n d s cr uti n y of  t h e w orl d.

“ O n e  r es ult of  t his vi g or o us  o p -
p ositi o n  h as  b e e n  t h e f or m ati o n of  
a l ar g e B o o k  of  M or m o n  lit er at ur e. 
Fri e n d  a n d f o e h a v e s o u g ht a n d  
sift e d s o ur c es a n d  e vi d e n c es  t o s u p -
p ort  t h eir vi e ws. F e w  b o o ks  h a v e  
b e e n as t h or o u g hl y e x a mi n e d, ”  
writ es  Dr.  J o h n A.  Wi dts o e.

“ T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  m ust  b e  
eit h er tr u e or  f als e,” wr ot e  Ors o n  
Pr att,  i n 1 8 4 0,  a n e arl y c o n v ert t o 
t h e C h ur c h.  “ If tr u e, it is o n e  of  t h e 
m ost  i m p ort a nt m ess a g es  s e nt fr o m 
G o d  t o m a n.  If f als e, it is o n e  of  
t h e m ost  c u n ni n g, wi c k e d,  b ol d,  
d e e p-l ai d i m p ositi o ns e v er p al m e d
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u p o n t h e w orl d,  c al c ul at e d t o d e -
c ei v e a n d r ui n milli o ns  w h o  will  
r e c ei v e it as  t h e w or d  of  G o d. ”

O n  M ar c h  2 6, 1 8 3 0  t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  w as  a n n o u n c e d f or s al e  
b y  t h e W a y n e  S e nti n el  at  t h e vill a g e  
of P al m yr a, N e w  Y or k.  J os e p h 
S mit h  h a d  s e c ur e d t h e c o p yri g ht  o n  
J u n e 1 1, 1 8 2 9,  a n d i n k e e pi n g  wit h  
t h e r e q uir e m e nts of t h e l a w, h a d  
si g n e d his  n a m e  as a ut h or  a n d  pr o -
pri et or. T h e  m a n us cri pt  w as  d e -
li v er e d b y  hi m  t o t h e pri nt er,  E.  B.  

Gr a n di n,  P al m yr a,  N e w  Y or k,  i n 
A u g ust  1 8 2 9. E a c h  ni g ht  aft er t h e 
us u al  w or k  of  t h e d a y,  t h e pri nti n g  
c o nti n u e d o v er ei g ht m o nt hs  u ntil  
t h e b o o k  w as  off er e d  f or s al e.

T h e  pr ef a c e  t a k e n fr o m t h e pl at es,  
i n p art,  d es cri b es  t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n,  as a n a c c o u nt writt e n  b y  t h e 
h a n d  of  M or m o n,  u p o n  pl at es  t a k e n 
fr o m t h e pl at es  of  N e p hi — “ Writt e n  
b y  w a y  of  c o m m a n d m e nt, a n d als o  
b y t h e s pirit of pr o p h e c y a n d of  
r e v el ati o n— Writt e n  a n d  s e al e d u p,  
a n d  hi d  u p  u nt o  t h e L or d,  t h at t h e y 
mi g ht  n ot  b e  d estr o y e d — T o  c o m e  
f ort h b y  t h e gift  a n d  p o w er  of  G o d  
u nt o  t h e i nt er pr et ati o n t h er e of. . . . 
A n d  als o t o t h e c o n vi n ci n g of t h e 
J e w a n d G e ntil e  t h at J es us is t h e 
C hrist,  t h e Et er n al  G o d,  m a nif est -
i n g hi ms elf  u nt o  all n ati o ns.  . . .

J os e p h S mit h  d e cl ar e d  t his pr ef -
a c e  w as  n ot  writt e n  b y  a n y  m a n  i n 
his  g e n er ati o n. It w as  t a k e n fr o m 
t h e pl at es.

T h e  R o c h est er  D ail y  A d v ertis er  
of R o c h est er,  N e w  Y or k,  a b o ut  
t w e nt y mil es  fr o m P al m yr a,  p u b -
lis h e d u n d er  d at e  of  A pril  2, 1 8 3 0,  
o nl y  o n e  w e e k  aft er  its p u bli c ati o n,  
t h e f oll o wi n g:

Bl as p h e m y — B o o k  of M or m o n,  ali as t h e 
G ol d e n  Bi bl e.

T h e  B o o k  of M or m o n  h as  b e e n pl a c e d  
i n o ur  h a n ds.  A  vil er  i m p ositi o n w as  n e v er  
pr a cti c e d. It is e vi d e n c e of fr a u d, bl as -
p h e m y,  cr e d ulit y, s h o c ki n g b ot h t o C hris -
ti a ns a n d m or alists.  . . .

It is a n i nt er esti n g a n d c h all e n g -
i n g st u d y t o dis c o v er  a n d d es cri b e  
t h e m a n y  att e m pts  t o pr o v e  t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  m a n- m a d e.

Fr o m  t h e n e ws p a p ers  p u blis h e d  
at P al m yr a,  fr o m b o o ks  writt e n  b y  
r esi d e nts, fr o m affi d a vits  of  citi z e ns,  
it c a n b e pr o v e d  t h at t h e p ers o ns,  
pl a c es, e v e nts, a n d sit u ati o ns d e -
s cri b e d b y J os e p h S mit h  c o n c er n -
i n g t h e “ c o mi n g f ort h” of  t h e b o o k  
w er e  c o m m o n  k n o wl e d g e  a m o n g  t h e
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people of Palmyra. The historical 
events are conceded, the divine 
power in its writing, preservation, 
and translation is denied.

Obediah Dogberry, editor of the 
Palmyra Reflector, asserts and aims 
to prove its human origin in six 
weekly published articles beginning 
January 6, 1831.

Alexander Campbell, the noted 
evangelist and founder of the 
“Church of Christ,” also described 
the human origin of the book within 
a year of its publication. His state-
ment, agreeing with Obediah Dog-
berry, was published first in The 
Millennial Harbinger, February 7, 
1831, was reprinted in the Paines-
ville Telegraph March 8 and March 
15, 1831, Painesville, Ohio, and 
later printed by Joshua Hines of 
Boston in 1832 under the title 
Delusions. This came to be the 
first universally accepted explana-
tion of the origin of the Book of 
Mormon other than the one by the 
Prophet Joseph Smith.

Alexander Campbell writes, 
“Every age of the world has pro-
duced impostors and delusions.” He 
then follows with a long description 
of false prophets and false Christs. 
In one place he writes, “We have 
been thus particular in giving a few 
of the incidents of the life of this 
impostor, as a specimen of the 
others; and because of some remark-
able analogies between him and the 
New York impostor, Joe Smith.”

Under the heading “Internal 
Evidence,” he writes:

It (the Book of Mormon) admits the 
Old and New Testaments to contain the 
revelations, institutions, and commandments 
of God. . . . No man with his eyes open 
can admit both books to have come from 
God. Admitting the Bible now received 
to have come from God, it is impossible 
that the Book of Mormon came from the 
same author, for the following reasons:

1. Smith, its real author, as ignorant and 
as impudent a knave as ever wrote a book, 
betrays the cloven foot in basing his whole 
book upon a false fact, or a pretended 
fact, which makes God a liar.

This ignorant and impudent liar, etc.,

Through nine reasons Campbell 
positively and definitely makes 
Joseph Smith the sole author and 
writer of the book.

He makes the final summary with 
this remark:

I will sum up the whole of the internal 
evidences which I deem worthy of re-
mark in the following details:

The Book of Mormon professes to be 
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written at intervals and by different per-
sons during the long period of 1,020 years. 
And yet for uniformity of style there never 
was a book more evidently written by one 
set of fingers, nor more certainly con-
ceived in one cranium since the first book 
appeared in human language, than this 
same book. If I could swear to any 
man’s voice, face or person, assuming 
different names, I could swear that this 
book was written by one man. And as 
Joseph Smith is a very ignorant man and 
is called the author on the title page, 1 
cannot doubt for a single moment that he 
is the sole author and proprietor of it. . . .

It is as certainly Smith’s fabrication as 
Satan is the father of lies, or darkness the 
offspring of light. So much for the internal 
evidences of the Book of Mormon.

About one month following the 
preceding explanation of the Book 
of Mormon by Alexander Campbell, 
the Evangelical Inquirer, a Camp-
bellite publication at Dayton, Ohio, 
David I. Burnett, proprietor, pub-
lished a complete number, March 7, 
1831, to “Something new—The 
Golden Bible.” This paper reprinted 
from the Painesville Telegraph. The 
above quoted article by Alexander 
Campbell refers to the writings of 
Thomas Campbell, also a letter from 
the postmaster at Palmyra, and 
reaches the same conclusion that 
Joseph Smith, an ignorant and impu-
dent knave, was the sole author of 
the Book of Mormon. (Original 
pages at Yale University, New 
Haven, Connecticut.)

Within four years, another ex-
planation for the Book of Mormon 
became imperative. The believers in 
its divine origin had gathered at 
Kirtland, Ohio, and in Missouri. 
They were Christian men and 
women of intelligence, character, 
and ability. Some were Protestant 
ministers. It was evident the book 
was not written by “ignorant Joe 
Smith.”

The explanation by the people of 
Palmyra at the time and place of 
its publication could not be true. 
Someone, “behind the scene,” with 
religious training and ability had 
conceived a plan to deceive the 
ignorant and superstitious. Sidney 
Rigdon, more than ten years the 
senior of Joseph Smith, a Baptist 
preacher who joined the Church

SMOKE SCENE

By S. H. Dewhurst

ONLY the autumn now
Hugs the brittle bough,

As gold leaves, brown leaves burning 
Mark the year’s swift turning. 

within a few weeks’ time of his hear-
ing the strange story, must be the 
man who planned the fraud and 
wrote the Book of Mormon.

By searching, a manuscript was 
found which was claimed to give 
the historical background for the 
Book of Mormon. Joseph Smith was 
selected to present the book as a 
divine record translated by the gift 
and power of God. He no longer 
deserved pity nor could he expect 
sympathy. He was in reality a 
vile deceiver, a public nuisance 
that should be eliminated.

The authors of the book called 
Mormonism Unveiled, which set 
forth this new explanation, had in 
their possession a manuscript writ-
ten by Solomon Spaulding, which 
they declared provided the histor-
ical parts of the Book of Mormon. 
For obvious reasons, they refused 
to print or reveal its contents.

During the next fifty years, scores 
of books were written calling 
Joseph Smith a vile deceiver. He 
was building a church upon claimed 
revelations from God.

Fortunately, in 1884, the Solomon 
Spaulding manuscript secured by 
the authors of Mormonism Unveiled 
in 1833 was found and published. 
It was evident that it had had no 
part in furnishing the contents of 
the Book of Mormon. Also, its 
author, who denied the divinity of 
the Christian scriptures, did not 
have the ability or character to con-
tribute to the prophecies, religious 
teachings, and historical contents 
of the Book of Mormon.

A different explanation was again 
made imperative to prove the Book 
of Mormon man-made. Enemies 
stated that it was a longer lost 
manuscript written by Solomon 
Spaulding , at a later date that was 
used by Sidney Rigdon when he 
wrote the Book of Mormon, not 
the one found and already pub-
lished.

With the turn of the century, 
and with a constantly growing 
better attitude toward the Latter- 
day Saints, many writers have 

. made various attempts to prove 
the Book of Mormon man-made. 
Joseph Smith has been called an 
epileptic, a paranoid, a myth-maker 
of prodigious• talents; a person 
with a dissociated personality. 
One writer declares: “The Book 
of Mormon reVeals the background 

(Concluded on following page)
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A T T E M P T S  T O  P R O V E  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  M A N- M A D E
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)  

of  w est er n  N e w  Y or k  of  t h e first 
d e c a d e of t h e ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y,  
as dist ort e d  b y  a n a d ol es c e nt mi n d,  
a n d as r e c or d e d b y t h at mi n d  i n 
a n a utisti c st at e. ”

M or e  a n d m or e  a n eff ort is b e -
i n g m a d e  t o tr a c e t h e c o nt e nts of  
t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  t o t h e s o ci al 
a n d r eli gi o us e n vir o n m e nt i n w hi c h  
J os e p h S mit h  li v e d. C o nf usi o n  is 
a p p ar e nt a m o n g t h e writ ers. It 
b e c o m es  m or e  a n d m or e  diffi c ult  t o 
d e cl ar e J os e p h S mit h  a n i g n or a nt, 
d el u d e d p ers o n, or ass ert h e w as  

a b as e d e c ei v er. A n  u n bi as e d  
writ er  i n 1 9 5 1 ass erts: ‘‘N o  V er -
m o nt  s c h o ol b o y wr ot e  t his, [t h e 
B o o k  of  M or m o n],  a n d  n o  Pr es b y -
t eri a n pr e a c h er  ti n k er e d wit h  t h es e 
p a g es. ” 1 H e  p er mits t h e b eli e v ers  
i n t h e di vi n e  ori gi n  of  t h e b o o k  t o 
m a k e  t h eir o w n e x pl a n ati o n, a n d  
l e a v es t h eir cl ai ms t o t h e tr ut h-
s e e k er.

T h e  B o o k  of M or m o n,  b e c a us e  
of  its di vi n e  ori gi n,  is t h e gr e at est  
c h all e n g e of e vi d e n c e of di vi n e

1 T h e  M or m o n,  p. 2 1, r e pri nt e d b y D es er et  B o o k  
C o m p a n y  fr o m F ait h  a n d  M y  Fri e n ds,  M ar c us  B a c h,  
B o b bs- M errill  C o m p a n y,  I n c. 1 9 5 1.  

p o w er si n c e t h e d e at h a n d r es ur-
r e cti o n of C hrist. I n a tr o u bl e d 
a n d fri g ht e n e d w orl d  t h at r e c o g-
ni z es t h e n e e d of f ait h i n G o d  
a n d a r et ur n i n h u m a n lif e t o 
t h e t e a c hi n gs of t h e M ast er,  t h e 
B o o k  of M or m o n  m or e  a n d m or e  
c h all e n g es t h e si n c er e i n v esti g a-
ti o n of  all p e o pl e  e v er y w h er e.

T his  i n v esti g ati o n will  i n cl u d e 
t h e e vi d e n c e  of  di vi n e  p o w er  i n t h e 
c o mi n g f ort h of  t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n,  als o t h e m a n y  c h a n gi n g at -
t e m pts si n c e its p u bli c ati o n t o 
pr o v e  it m a n- m a d e.

( C o nti n u e d [t or n p a g e  7 0 9)  

' h at c h e d b el o w ’ d uri n g a t errifi c 
st or m. W o m e n  a n d c hil dr e n w er e  
at ni g ht  l as h e d t o t h eir b ert hs,  f or 
i n n o  ot h er  w a y  c o ul d  t h e y k e e p  i n. 
F ur nit ur e  r oll e d b a c k  a n d f ort h e n -
d a n g eri n g  li m b a n d  lif e. T h e  w a v es  
s w e pt t h e d e c k  a n d e v e n r e a c h e d 
t h e st at er o o ms. A  p ass e n g er r e-
l at es t h at t h eir o nl y  li g ht w as  fr o m 
t w o l a m ps h u n g  o utsi d e  i n t h e h all  
a n d t h es e w er e  di m a n d w a v eri n g  
fr o m t h e m o v e m e nts  of  t h e v ess el.  
C hil dr e n ’s v oi c es  cr yi n g  i n t h e d ar k -
n ess, m ot h ers ’ v oi c es s o ot hi n g or  
s c ol di n g, m e n ’s v oi c es  risi n g a b o v e  
t h e ot h ers, all mi n gl e d  wit h  t h e 
distr essi n g  gr o a ns  a n d cri es of  t h e 
si c k f or h el p, a n d, a b o v e all, t h e 
r o ari n g of  t h e wi n d  a n d  h o wli n g  of  
t h e t e m p est m a d e  a s c e n e a n d f e el-
i n g i n d es cri b a bl e.

‘‘T h e  eff e ct a n d f e eli n g at s u c h 
ti m es w er e  s o wr et c h e d  t h at wit h  
s o m e of  us t h e c ert ai nt y of d e at h  
w o ul d  n ot  h a v e  r o us e d us  t o a n  ef -
f ort t o s a v e lif e i n o ur  o w n  b e h alf.  
A n d  y et e v e n t h er e a mi d s u c h 
s c e n es a f e w w er e  c h e erf ul a n d  
s o u g ht t o c o mf ort  ot h ers,  a n d  t h os e 
n e v er  f or a m o m e nt  l ost b eli ef  t h at 
t h e y w o ul d  r e a c h t h eir j o ur n e y’s 
e n d. U p o n  o n e  o c c asi o n,  d uri n g  a  
dr e a df ul  st or m, t h e g o o d  ol d c a p -
t ai n c a m e d o w n  wit h  gr a v e  c o u nt e -
n a n c e. T h e  p ass e n g ers g at h er e d  
ar o u n d  hi m  t o c at c h  his  w or ds  a mi d  
t h e c o nf usi o n  of  t h e s c e n e. H e  s ai d:  
' M y fri e n ds, t h er e is a  ti m e i n e v er y  
m a n ’s lif e w h e n  it is fitti n g t h at h e 
s h o ul d pr e p ar e  t o di e. T h at  ti m e 
h as c o m e t o us, a n d u nl ess G o d  
i nt er p os es, w e  s h all all g o t o t h e 
b ott o m;  I h a v e  d o n e  all  i n m y  p o w er,  
7 2 8

T H E  S HI P “ B R O O K L Y N ”
b ut t his is t h e w orst  g al e I h a v e  
k n o w n si n c e I w as  m ast er  of a  
s hi p. ’ O n e  w o m a n,  f ull of  c o nfi d e n c e  
a n d z e al, a ns w er e d hi m: ‘C a pt ai n  
Ri c h ar ds o n,  w e  l eft f or C alif or ni a  
a n d w e  s h all g et t h er e.’ A n ot h er  
l o o k e d wit h  a  c al m  s mil e o n  h er  f a c e 
a n d s ai d: ' C a pt ai n, I h a v e  n o  m or e  
f e ar t h a n t h o u g h w e  w er e  o n  t h e 
s oli d l a n d.’ T h e  c a pt ai n  g a z e d  u p -
o n t h e m i n m ut e  s ur pris e a n d l eft 
t h e m. As  h e  w e nt  u pst airs  h e  e x -
cl ai m e d, ‘T h es e  p e o pl e  h a v e  a f ait h 
t h at I h a v e n ot, ’ a n d a d d e d t o a  
g e ntl e m a n, ‘T h e y  ar e eit h er f o ols 
a n d  f e ar n ot hi n g,  or  t h e y k n o w  m or e  
t h a n I d o. ’

A u st r ali a — A  Vi r gi n  Fi el d
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e  7 1 9)  

d e a d,  wit h  o v er t w o milli o n  i nt er-
m e nts  at R o c k w o o d,  N e w  S o ut h  
W al es,  h as b e e n t h e c e nt er of  
a cti vit y. Or g a ni z e d  gr o u ps h a v e  
b e e n all ott e d c ert ai n s e cti o ns, a n d  
t h e y s p e n d m a n y  S u n d a y  aft er -
n o o ns a n d m a n y  h oli d a ys i n t his 
m a n n er.

It is a h u g e u n d ert a ki n g. All  
w h o  h a v e t h e o p p ort u nit y  s h o ul d 
c o o p er at e a n d t h us s p e e d t h e w or k  
w hi c h  is b ei n g  e a g erl y a w ait e d b y  
t h e s o ci et y i n Ut a h.  I c a n p ers o n -
all y v o u c h  f or t h e s o ul s atisf a cti o n  
d eri v e d fr o m t his a cti vit y. T h er e  
is n o  gr e at er  pr oj e ct  u p o n  t h e e art h  
a n d n o n e  m or e  f as ci n ati n g a n d e n -
gr ossi n g. T h os e  w h o  h a v e  n ot  as -
sist e d i n c e m et er y  w or k  h a v e  miss e d  
t h e m ost  i ns piri n g a n d s atisf yi n g 
w or k  of  all.

“ T h at  st or m p ass e d  a w a y,  a n d  w e  
e n c o u nt er e d  a n ot h er  off  C a p e  H or n,  
i n w hi c h  o n e of t h e s ail ors w as  
w as h e d  o v er b o ar d. It w as  als o  d ur -
i n g a st or m t h at Mrs.  L a ur a  G o o d -
wi n  w as  d es c e n di n g a st air w a y  
w h e n  s h e w as  t hr o w n h e a vil y  f or-
w ar d,  w hi c h  c a us e d pr e m at ur e  c o n -
fi n e m e nt a n d d e at h  t o e ns u e.

‘‘T h e y  h a d a q ui c k p ass a g e t o 
C a p e  H or n.  T h eir  littl e c hil dr e n  
w er e  o n  d e c k  e v er y d a y,  att e n di n g  
s c h o ol, j u m pi n g r o p e, a n d e n g a g e d  
i n ot h er a m us e m e nts. At  n o ti m e 
w as  t h e t h er m o m et er i n t h e c a bi n  
b el o w  5 0 °  F a h.  O n  t h e d e c k,  at  o n e 
ti m e, it f ell f or a b o ut  t hr e e h o urs  as  
l o w as  3 6 °  w hi c h  C a pt ai n  Ri c h ar d -
s o n attri b ut e d t o p assi n g n e ar a n  
i c e b er g. R a n  u p t o t h e c a p e wit h  
a f air wi n d,  t h e n t o o k, a w est  wi n d  
a n d  r a n u p  t o 6 0 °  s o ut h l atit u d e i n 
f o ur d a ys,  t h e n t o o k a s o ut h wi n d  
u ntil  t h e y m a d e  l o n git u d e w est  of  
t h e c a p e,  t h e n h a d  a f air wi n d  d o w n  
t h e P a cifi c;  e x p eri e n ci n g a h e a v y  
g al e  fr o m t h e s o ut h, a n d w er e  u n -
a bl e  t o c o nti n u e  wit h  s af et y, s o t h e y 
s c u d d e d b ef or e t h e wi n d  u ntil it 
h a ul e d t o t h e e ast w hi c h  br o u g ht  
t h e m t o t h e isl a n d of J u a n F er -
n a n d e z,  w h er e  t h e y f o u n d t w o f a m-
ili es li vi n g.

‘‘T h e  first s ettl e m e nt o n t his 
isl a n d w as  b ur nt  b y  t h e P er u vi a ns  
s e v er al y e ars a g o, t h e f ort d e -
str o y e d, t h e c a n o es  s u n k i n t h e h ar -
b or  a n d t h e c o n vi cts c arri e d a w a y.  
T h e  l ast s ettl e m e nt w as  a b a n d o n e d  
a f e w y e ars  a g o, at t h e ti m e of  t h e 
e art h q u a k e at  V al p ar ais o  w h e n  t h e 
isl a n d s a n k a n d r os e a b o ut fift y 
f e et; e x c ell e nt  w at er  f o u n d, e as y of
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