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GUIDE DEPARTMENT.

many of the American Indian tribes
knew of and expected a final de-
struction and a judgment. In this
lesson we shall learn what the fore-
fathers of the American Indians and
particularly the Nephites knew and
taught of a judgment, and of the
end of the world.

The doctrine of a final judgment
appears in the oldest record con-
tained in the Book of Mormon. It is
expressed in the words of Moroni,
to be sure; but Moroni’s expression
is inspired by the record he has been
“abridging. We may rest assured
that Ether and the Jaredites knew
well that in the last day they should
all “meet before the judgment seat
of Christ.”? For Ether also predicted
that the remnant of the house of
Joseph should he built upon this
land;” and they shall no more be
confounded, until the end come,
when the earth shall pass away.”

In the Nephite records, the final
judgment is anticipated in every
age. Jacob, the devout priest-
brother of Nephi, bade farewell to
his brethren once in these words:
“Finally, I bid vou farewell, until |
shall meet you before the pleasing
bar of God. which bar striketh the
wicked with awful dread and fear.””
So also, Benjamin, the pious
preacher-king, expected in the last
day to stand before the judgment-
seat of God. Therefore, said he,
“T at this time have caused that ve
should assemble yourselves together,
that T might be found blameless,
and that your blood should not come
upon me, when I shall stand to be
judged of God of the things whereof
He hath commanded me concerning
you.”d Such was the clear teach-
ing in the period before Christ.
After the coming of Christ, the

bEther 12:38; compare also 13:1-13.
cJac. 6:13.
dMos. 2:27,
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same doctrine was insisted upon.
Says Mormon, closing his account
of the Three Nephites, ‘“Therefore
great and marvelous works shall be
wrought by them, before the great
and coming day, when all people
must surely stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ.”™* Again, in his
own record, Mormon declares em-
phatically that men “must all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ,
yea, every soul who belongs to the
whole human family of Adam.”f
And finally, the last of the Nephites
closes the sacred Nephite record
thus: “And now, I bid unto all,
farewell. T soon go to rest in the
paradise of God, until my spirit and
hody shall again reunite, and I am
brought forth triumphant through
the air, to meet you before the pleas-
ing bar of the great Jehovah, the
cternal Judge of both quick and
dead.”s

It is evident, then, that the Ne-
phite prophets looked forward to a
day of judgment. By them it was
looked forward to as a time when
all the children of men should meet.
For no one can escape the divine
decree that every son of Adam must
appear before the final judgment
seat. To the righteous, this is the
“pleasing” bar of the great Jeho-
vah. To the wicked it is a terrible
bar that strikes with awful dread
and fear. For in the great judg-
ment, everyone shall be judged by
his works, whether they be good or
bad* “For I command all men,”
declares the Lord, “both in the east
and in the west, and in the north,
and in the south, and in the islands
of the sea, that they shall write the
words which T speak unto them: for
out of the hooks which shall be writ-

¢I1I Nephi 28:31, 32.
fMor. 3:20-22
£Moro. 10:34,

hor. 3:20.
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place until after the resurrection.
“When all men shall have passed
from this first death into life, inso-
much as they have become immor-
tal, they must appear before the
judgment seat of the Holy One of
Israel; and then cometh the judg-
ment, and then must they be judged
according to the holy judgment of
God.”™ So taught the immortal
Nephi. So also taught Alma, the
high priest. “Do ye exercise faith,”
he demands, “in the redemption of
Him who created you? Do you look
forward with an eye of faith, and
view this mortal body raised in im-
mortality, and this corruption raised
in incorruption, to stand before God,
to be judged according to the deeds
which have been done in the mortal
body?”" And so also taught Mor-
mon, who lived after the ministry of
Christ. “The day soon cometh that
your mortal must put on immortal-
ity, and these bodies which are now
mouldering in corruption must soon
hecome incorruptible bodies; and
then ye must stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ, to be judged
according to your works.""?

This period of judgment, after the
resurrection, is the last day. Then
“every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess before him.” Then
the wicked shall confess “that the
judgment of an everlasting punish-
ment is just upon them.” Then
“they shall quake, and tremble, and
shrink beneath the glance of His all-
searching eye.””” And then shall the
end come. Then shall the heaven
and the earth pass away. “And there
shall be a new heaven and a new
earth; and they shall be like unto
the old, save the old have passed

mII Nephi 9:15, 16.

nAlma 5:15; see also 11:41-44; 12:8-
12; 33:22; 42:23.

oMor. 6:21; 9:13, 14

tMosiah 27:31.
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away, and all things have become
new.”’?

In the final judgment all things
shall come to light. Every man shall
be judged according to his waorks.
We may well ask, then, what did the
Nephite theology say of a sin that
is unpardonable? That there is such
a sin was well-known from the ear-
liest Nephite times. Nephi taught
that if one denied the Christ after
having received certain testimonies
and blessings it would have been
better if one had never been born.’
King Benjamin declared that upon
such a one “mercy hath no claim.””*
And Alma boldly declared: “Be-
hold, if ye deny the Holy Ghost
when it once has had place in you,
and ye know that ye deny it, be-
hold, this is a sin which is unpar-
donable; yea, and whosoever mur-
dereth against the light and knowl-
edge of God, it is not easy for him
to obtain forgiveness.”* To commit
the unpardonable sin, one must have
received the Holy Ghost, and must
deny it knowingly, after it has had
place in one.

To sum up, then, we have learned
that the Nephite prophets taught
that there should be a great and
final judgment : that men should be
judged by their works out of the
books written upon the earth; that
Jesus is the eternal Judge; that He
will be helped by the officers of His
kingdom ; that there is to be a mil-
lennial reign of peace; that the
judgment will not take place until
after the resurrection : that this will
be literally the last day, when every
knee shall bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus is the Christ:
that there shall be a new heaven and
a new earth; that the unpardonable

2AIma 9:2, 3: ITI Nephi 26:3; Mor.
5:23: 9:2; Ether 13:9.

71T Nephi 31:14.

Mos. 2:36-39.

fAlma 39:6.








