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GUIDE DEPARTMENT.

the dispensation of the second com-
ing. there should be accomplished a
marvelous work and a wonder, then
shall the end come.

The marvelous work and a won-
der can refer to no other thing than
the restoration of the Gospel. The
Nephite prophets set forth plainly
the fact that the world would de-
rart from the way of the Lord and
bring about a great apostasy.! With
cqual plainness they taught that in
the last days the Gospel should be
restored to men with all the author-
ity belonging to it. ‘“Neither will
the I.ord God suffer that the Gen-
tiles shall forever remain in that
awful state of blindness, which thou
heholdest they are in. because of the
nlain and most precious parts of the
Gospel of the Lamb which have heen
kept back by that abominable
church, whose formation thou hast
scen.”™  What then will the Lord
do? He will manifest Himself to
the world, and deliver His Gospel in
clearness, simplicity, and fulness.”

When is the restoration to hap-
pen? In a day, we read in the book
of Nephi, when the Nephites shall
have been destroved for their un-
belief. In a day, says Mormon,
“when it shall be said that miracles
are done away.”? TIs it necessary to
name the year? Surely not. Four
hundred years after Christ the Ne-
nhites were destroyed. From that
day to this there has been no period
in history that answered so com-
pletely to the simple description
given by Mormon as our own mod-
ern period of progress and achieve-
ment. This age alone has found it
unnecessary to have the lord God
work miracles for its welfare. So
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the Book of Mormon prophets saw
our times, and predicted that in our
times the Gospel should be restored.

Moreover, it was asserted that the
Gospel should be restored through
the medium of a man of God,
named Joseph.? One of the tasks
set him should be to bring to light
—out of the ground—the record of
the Nephites.” This record should
be translated by the power of God
and should be well attested by wit-
nesses.*

“These last records which thou hast
scen among the Gentiles, shall ¢stab-
lish the truth of the first, which are of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and
shall make known the plain and prec-
ious things which have been taken
away from them; and shall make
known to all kindreds, tongues, and
people, that the Lamb of God is the
Son of the Eternal Father, and the
Savior of the world; and that all men
must come unto Him, or they can-
not be saved.”

These two great events are thus
bound together in the teachings ot
the Book of Mormon. The Christ
came in the meridian of time to
offer Himself as a sacrifice that
man might be redeemed from
the consequences of the fall. That
coming was an actual coming in
the flesh. The sacrifice was real.
In person, Jesus ministered to the
Jews. In resurrected person, He
ministered to the Nephites. But
this ministry, and this divine sacri-
fice. did not accomplish all the pur-
poses of God. Through them man
gained general salvation. As we
have already learned ; to gain an ex-
altation, man must be given the op-
portunity of living the Gospel of
salvation. So the Gospel must be
preached to every nation, kindred,
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