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T e m pl e  of Q u et z al c o atl  at T e oti h u a c a n,  M e xi c o.  Q u et z al  f e at h ers a n d s er p e nt h e a ds, s y m b ols of Q u et z al c o atl,  t h e “ W hit e  
B e ar d e d  G o d. ”

P art  XI — B

S y m b ol s of Q u et z al c o aII  
a n d T e oti h u a c a n

C o n cl usi o n

T
h e  l ast  arti cl e  of  t his s eri es i n t h e 
A pril  iss u e of t h e E r a  i ntr o d u c e d 
t h e s u bj e ct of t h e s y m b ols of  

Q u et z al c o atl.  S p e ci al e m p h asis w as.  
gi v e n t o t h e ar c h a e ol o gi c al sit e of  
T e oti h u a c a n,  M e xi c o,  d es cri bi n g its 
gi g a nti c  P yr a mi d  of t h e S u n,  its l ess 
m assi v e  P yr a mi d  of  t h e M o o n,  a n d  its 
f a m o us q u a dr a n gl e a n d T e m pl e  of  
Q u et z al c o atl. T h e l att er, a d or n e d  
wit h  h u g e  s er p e nts h e a ds  s urr o u n d e d  
b y  q u et z al  f e at h ers— s y m b ols of  Q u et -
z al c o atl, is t o m e  t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt 
str u ct ur e at t his ar c h a e ol o gi c al sit e.

O n  m y  first tri p t o T e oti h u a c a n  i n 
1 9 4 1, t h os e s er p e nt h e a ds s e e m e d t o 
m e  t o b e gr ot es q u e a n d al m ost r e-
p ulsi v e;  a n d  s o I w as  c o nfr o nt e d  wit h  
t h e pr o bl e m of tr yi n g t o as c ert ai n  
w h y  t h e i n h a bit a nts of  a n ci e nt  A m er -
i c a e m pl o y e d  s u c h a n o xi o us  cr e at ur e  
as t h e s er p e nt, al o n g wit h  t h e r e-
s pl e n d e nt q u et z al bir d, t o s y m b oli z e 
t h e gl ori o us a n d r a di a nt r es urr e ct e d 
S a vi or — t h e “ W hit e  B e ar d e d  G o d. ”  
T his  arti cl e gi v es t h e r es ults of m y  
r es e ar c h a n d t h er e b y e n d e a v ors t o 
e x pl ai n w h y  t h e a n ci e nt A m eri c a ns  
us e d t h e q u et z al bir d  a n d t h e s er-  

3 2 4

A r c h a e ol o g y  
a n d  t h e

B o o k  of  M or m o n

b y  Pr esi d e nt  Milt o n  R.  H u nt er
O F  T H E  FI R S T  C O U N CI L  O F  T H E  S E V E N T Y

p e nt — t h e r attl es n a k e s p e ci e— as s y m -
b ols  of  Q u et z al c o atl.

B y  4 0 0 A. D.  t h e r eli gi o n of t h e 
N e p hit es  a n d L a m a nit es  h a d  d e g e n -
er at e d i nt o p a g a n  pr a cti c es, a n d t h e 
f or m er p e o pl e as a n ati o n  h a d  b e e n  
e xt er mi n at e d  i n a t erri bl e w ar  f o u g ht 
o n  a n d  n e ar  t h e Hill  C u m or a h.  T h e  
s ur vi v ors of t h at l ast w ar — s o m e of  
w h o m  w er e  w hit e  i n c ol or a n d of  
N e p hit e  st o c k a n d ot h er br o n z e i n 
c ol or a n d of L a m a nit e  li n e a g e1 1 —  
h el d s a cr e d i n t h eir m e m ori es  a n d  
tr a diti o ns t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e gr e at -
est e v e nt t h at e v er o c c urr e d  i n a n -
ci e nt A m eri c a,  n a m el y,  t h e visit ati o n  
of  J es us C hrist,  t h e r es urr e ct e d L or d,  
t o t h eir pr o g e nit ors  i n t h e B o o k  of  

M or m o n  d a ys. Alt h o u g h  a u ni v ers al  
a p ost as y pr e v ail e d, t h e t e a c hi n gs r e-
c ei v e d dir e ctl y fr o m t h e M ast er  
h a vi n g b e e n  a d ult er at e d, y et c ert ai n  
m o m e nt o us  e v e nts h a d  m a d e  a n  e v er -
l asti n g i m pr essi o n o n  t h e i n h a bit a nts 
of a n ci e nt A m eri c a.  T h e  gr e at est  of  
t h es e w as  t h e a p p e ar a n c e . of J es us 
C hrist  t o t h e i n h a bit a nts of  t h e W est -
er n H e mis p h er e,  as w as  e x pl ai n e d i n 
t h e t hr e e pr e vi o us arti cl es of t his 
s eri es i n t h e E r a .

O n  F e br u ar y  4, 1 9 5 6, i n t h e cit y 
of T ot o ni c a p à n,  G u at e m al a,  I a n d  
ot h ers h a d a n i nt er vi e w wit h  J es us  
C ar a n z a  J u ar e z, a m e m b er  of t h e 
Q ui c h é  M a y a  r eli gi o n a n d a n e x p ert  
i n I n di a n tr a diti o ns, f or t h e p ur p os e
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—Photo by Otto Done
Jade, a symbol of Quetzalcoatl, dating in the early Christian centuries, from a tomb 

in the Mayan archaeological site of Kaminalyuyu near Guatemala City. Guatemala 
Museum.

of acquiring as much knowledge as 
possible regarding those people. One 
of the first things he told us was the 
fact that since men may be killed 
in war the women have been the 
principal preservers of Quiche tradi-
tions from ancient times to the pres-
ent day. Girls learned thoroughly 
the most cherished traditions and in 
turn taught their daughters. Also, 
according to Quiché custom, certain 
women-—perhaps the most intelligent 
ones of the tribe—were selected to be 
especially trained in Indian tradi-
tions. One of these, an old lady 82 
years of age, was brought in to re-
hearse to us certain of the Quiché 
Maya traditions.

Mr. Juarez also informed us that 
certain men were selected to become 
priests. As part of their training they 
became thoroughly conversant in 
Mayan traditions, which knowledge 
they transmitted to their successors. 
Through memory and by word of 
mouth Indian traditions have been 
accurately transmitted from genera-
tion to generation.

Thus mothers of the apostate de-
scendants of Book of Mormon peoples 
have helped to keep alive the most 
cherished traditions by telling them 
to their children. Also, it would be 
natural for tribal chiefs to rehearse in 
their council meetings their dis-
torted accounts of the “White 
Bearded God”; and perhaps the 
youth, especially those who were 
being trained for the priesthood, were 
quite thoroughly instructed by the 
Indian priests, since religion was the 
culture center and dominating force 
of the Maya, Aztec, Toltec, Zapotec, 
MAY 1956 

and other great Indian tribes of Mex-
ico and Central America. In the 
words of Helen Augur:

The outstanding quality of the Middle 
America culture is that it was a tremendous 
religious movement. Every ancient site was 
a ceremonial city dedicated to the gods; all 
those beautiful objects we see in museums 
were visible forms of worship. . . .13

Thus the story of the sudden ap-
pearance of the “White Bearded God” 
to the ancestors of the American In-
dians and his great contributions to 
their culture had its origin in the 
marvelous visitations of Jesus Christ, 
the crucified and Resurrected Lord, 
whose descent from heaven to teach 
the ancient Americans is so beauti-
fully delineated in the Book of Mor-
mon. Of course the Indians told the 
story of Christ’s ministry on the 
Western Hemisphere in a variety of 
distorted forms.

How were they best to preserve 
through the generations these glori-
ous traditions which were so dear to 
their hearts? They must have symbols. 
Throughout all of history symbols 
have been used by human beings, 
not only to convey to their minds 
important and great events, teachings, 
doctrine, and the understanding and 
remembrance of divine truths, but 
also by symbols those truths were 
preserved from age to age. Since 
Jesus Christ’s mission was to give to 
the world the gospel and through it 
and his death and resurrection bring 
about the atonement, continuously a 
significant phase of the gospel has 
been the use of symbols to remind 
faithful worshipers of the Messiah

1:!Helen Augur, Zapotec (New York, 1954), p. 161.

—Photo by Otto Done
Jade from Mayan tombs in Yucatan, 

Mexico. Alberto Marquez’s private museum, 
Merida, Yucatan, Mexico.

and his mission. For example, after 
the expulsion of Adam and Eve from 
the Garden of Eden, God gave them 
the law of sacrifice to symbolize the 
atonement of Jesus Christ, the sacri-
ficial lamb being offered in “. . . 
similitude of the sacrifice of the Only 
Begotten of the Father.”14 From gen- 

(Continued on following page)
WVIoses 5:4-8.

Jade from Zapotec tombs at the archae-
ological site of Monte Alban, near Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Oaxaca Museum.

—Photo by Vernald W. Johns
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A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)  

er ati o n t o g e n er ati o n  f oll o wi n g t h eir 
e x o d us fr o m E g y pt,  t h e c hil dr e n of  
Isr a el o bs er v e d  t h e F e ast  of  t h e P ass-  
o v er. P er h a ps t h e m ost  i m p ort a nt 
s y m b ol us e d  o n  t h os e o c c asi o ns  w as  
t h at of t h e p as c h al l a m b— “ a l a m b 
wit h o ut  s p ot or bl e mis h ” — w hi c h  
s y m b oli z e d t h e s a crifi c e of  t h eir l o n g- 
l o o k e d-f or M essi a h.  I n t h e m eri di a n  
of ti m e t h e M ast er  s u p pl a nt e d t h e 
l a w of s a crifi c e b y s a cr a m e nt. H e  
g a v e his f oll o w ers i n P al esti n e, as  
w ell  as t h e i n h a bit a nts of a n ci e nt  
A m eri c a,  t h e c o m m a n d m e nt t o o b -
s er v e t h e L or d ’s S u p p er  i n m e m or y  
of his fl es h a n d bl o o d w hi c h  w as  
s h e d f or m a n ki n d. 1 5 Si n c e t h at d a y  
t h e s a cr a m e nt s y m b ols h a v e b e e n  
h el d  v er y  s a cr e d b y  C hristi a ns.

W e  l e ar n fr o m t h e P e arl  of  Gr e at  
Pri c e t h at t hr o u g h di vi n e s o ur c es  
E n o c h  w as  t a u g ht t h e g os p el  of  J es us 
C hrist.  O n  a c ert ai n o c c asi o n t h e 
v oi c e of t h e L or d  s p o k e t o hi m  a n d  
e x pl ai n e d  t h e at o n e m e nt,  s a yi n g “ . . . 
t hr o u g h t h e bl o o d of mi n e  O nl y  
B e g ott e n,  w h o  s h all c o m e i n t h e 
m eri di a n  of ti m e” 1 6 s h all t h e at o n e -
m e nt  of m a n ki n d  b e c o ns u m m at e d;  
a n d t h e n t h e L or d  d e cl ar e d:

A n d  b e h ol d, all t hi n gs h a v e t h eir li k e-
n ess, a n d all t hi n gs ar e cr e at e d a n d m a d e  
t o b e ar r e c or d of m e  [J es us C hrist],  b ot h  
t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e t e m p or al, a n d t hi n gs 
w hi c h  ar e s pirit u al; t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e i n t h e 
h e a v e ns a b o v e, a n d t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e o n  
t h e e art h, a n d t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e i n t h e 
e art h, a n d t hi n gs w hi c h  ar e u n d er t h e 
e art h, b ot h a b o v e a n d b e n e at h: all t hi n gs 
b e ar r e c or d of  m e  [ J es us]. 1 '

T his  arti cl e  e n d e a v ors t o s h o w h o w  
e v e n t h e p a g a n s y m b olis m of t h e 
A m eri c a n  I n di a ns b or e wit n ess  t o 
J es us C hrist.

As  h as  alr e a d y  b e e n  m e nti o n e d,  t h e 
R es urr e ct e d  L or d  a p p e ar e d t o t h e i n-
h a bit a nts of a n ci e nt A m eri c a. A  
b e a utif ul  a c c o u nt of t his visit ati o n  is 
gi v e n  i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n. 1 8 T h e  
p e o pl e, v ast n u m b ers of w h o m  h a d  
ass e m bl e d i n fr o nt of t h e t e m pl e at  
B o u ntif ul,  s a w hi m  “ . . . d es c e n di n g  
o ut  of  h e a v e n ” as if h e  w er e  a bir d;  
“ A n d  h e w as  cl ot h e d i n a w hit e  
r o b e.” 1 9

F oll o wi n g  t h es e m ar v el o us  e v e nts,  
J es us C hrist  t a u g ht t h e p e o pl e t h e 
s a m e g os p el t h at h e h a d pr e vi o usl y  
pr o cl ai m e d  i n P al esti n e.  H e  als o  p er -
f or m e d m a n y  mi g ht y  mir a cl es.

« M ar k 1 4: 2 3- 2 4; 3 N e p hi  1 8: 2- 1 2.
“ M os es  6: 6 2.  
«I bi d.,  6: 6 3.  
' » 3 N e p hi  1 1: 8- 1 4.  
™I bi d.

3 2 6

D uri n g  a p eri o d of m a n y  d a ys,  
m ultit u d es  of p e o pl e ass o ci at e d wit h  
t h e r es urr e ct e d L or d, e v e n J es us 
C hrist.  H e  w as  r a di a nt a n d b e a uti -
f ul wit h  a s pl e n d or w hi c h  s ur p ass e d  
all d es cri pti o ns. T h e  N e p hit e  his -
t ori a n i nf or ms us t h at his g ar m e nts  
a n d b o d y  “ . . . di d  e x c e e d all w hit e -
n ess, y e a,  e v e n t h er e c o ul d b e n ot h -
i n g u p o n  e art h  s o w hit e  as t h e w hit e -
n ess t h er e of,” a n d “ . . . t h e li g ht of  
his c o u nt e n a n c e di d s hi n e u p o n  
t h e m.” 2 0 Fi n all y  h e as c e n d e d b a c k  
i nt o h e a v e n  t o d w ell wit h  G o d,  t h e 
Et er n al  F at h er. 2 1

■ ■ Aft er  t h e cl os e of t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  p eri o d, w h e n  m ot h ers  r e-
h e ars e d  t h e I n di a n tr a diti o ns r e g ar d-
i n g t h e “ W hit e  B e ar d e d  G o d ” w h o  
h a d  visit e d  t h eir a n c est ors, w h e n  n a -
ti v e pri ests a n d I n di a n c hi efs e x -
pl ai n e d t h es e ast o u n di n g e v e nts t o 
t h e y o u n g  m e n,  y o u n g  l a di es, a n d t o 
t h e w arri ors,  h o w b est c o ul d t h e y 
m a k e  t h eir a c c o u nts of t h eir tr a di-
ti o ns vi vi d a n d c a us e t h os e w h o m  
t h e y t a u g ht t o c o m pr e h e n d m ost  
c o m pl et el y ? T h e  a ns w er c a m e b y  
t h e e m pl o y m e nt of s y m b ols.

I n t h e j u n gl es of G u at e m al a  a n d  
s o ut h er n M e xi c o,  t h er e h as  li v e d si n c e  
a n ci e nt ti m es o n e of t h e m ost  g or -
g e o us  bir ds  i n t h e w orl d.  S o m e  p e o -
pl e h a v e c all e d it “ t h e bir d of  
p ar a dis e, ” b ut  “ q u et z al ” is t h e n a m e

^I bi d., 1 9: 2 5.
2l I bi d., 1 8: 3 9.

J es us C ar a n z a  J u ar e z, a m e m b er  o £ t h e 
Q ui c h e  M a y a  r eli gi o n, a n d a n 8 2  y e ars  ol d  
Q ui c h e  M a y a  l a d y, Q ui c h e  tr a diti o n b e ar ers  
at  T ot o ni c a p a n,  G u at e m al a.

b y  w hi c h  it is us u all y  k n o w n. It h as  
r es pl e n d e nt, l o n g, gr e e n  t ail f e at h ers, 
c ert ai n o n es of  w hi c h  m e as ur e  t hr e e 
a n d  o n e- h alf  f e et i n l e n gt h. A  f a m o us 
C at h oli c missi o n ar y,  F at h er B er -
n ar di n o d e S a h a g u n, d es cri b e d t h e 
q u et z al  bir d  as f oll o ws:

T h er e  is a bir d  i n t his l a n d c all e d Q u et-  
z alt ot otl; it h as  v er y  ri c h a n d c ol orf ul pl u m -
a g e; t h e bill is s h ar p a n d y ell o w, a n d t h e 
f e et ar e y ell o w. It h as  a f e at h er t uft o n  its 
h e a d, li k e a r o ost er’s c o m b. It is . . . t h e 
si z e of  a m a g pi e  of  S p ai n. T h e  t ail f e at h ers 
ar e c all e d Q u e z alli  a n d t h e y ar e v er y  gr e e n  
a n d s hi n y. T h e y  ar e wi d e  li k e t h e l e a v es 
of  r e e ds a n d t h e y b e n d  w h e n  t h e wi n d  hits  
t h e m a n d t h e y s hi n e v er y  b e a utif ull y. T h es e  
bir ds h a v e s o m e bl a c k f e at h ers i n t h e t ail 
wit h  w hi c h  it c o v ers t h es e ri c h [ gr e e n] 
o n es w hi c h  ar e i n t h e mi dst  of t h e bl a c k  
o n es. T h e  bl a c k f e at h ers ar e v er y bl a c k  
o n  t h e o utsi d e, a n d o n  t h e i nsi d e ar e t h e 
ri c h d ar k gr e e n f e at h ers, t h e y b ei n g n ot  
v er y  l o n g n or  wi d e.  T h e  t uft t his bir d h as  
o n  its h e a d is v er y  b e a utif ul  a n d gl oss y  . . . 
a n d  t h e bir d  h as  a r e d a n d gl oss y  n e c k.  . . . 
T h e  n e c k,  o n  t h e b a c k,  a n d  e ntir e  b a c k  of  t h e 
bir d  h as  r es pl e n d e nt gr e e n f e at h ers. U n d er  
t h e t ail a n d b et w e e n  its l e gs it h as  a d eli -
c at e f e at h er of cl e ar gr e e n c ol or, s oft a n d  
r es pl e n d e nt; o n  t h e v ei ns or el b o ws of t h e 
wi n gs  ar e gr e e n f e at h ers, a n d bl a c k o n es  
u n d er  t h e wi n gs.  . . ,2 2

T h e  r e c e nt Dr.  S yl v a n us  G.  M or -
l e y, o n e  of  t h e gr e at est  M a y a  s c h ol ars 
w h o  h as e v er li v e d, st at e d t h at t h e

. . . f a m o us q u et z al, t h e n ati o n al bir d  of  
G u at e m al a,  o n e of  t h e m ost  g or g e o us bir ds  
i n t h e w orl d,  is al m ost e x cl usi v el y c o nfi n e d  
t o t h e hi g hl a n ds of G u at e m al a  a n d H o n -
d ur as a n d t h e a dj a c e nt m o u nt ai ns  of  
C hi a p as,  [ M e xi c o].2 3

M orl e y  als o t ells us  t h at

T h e  g or g e o us, iri d es c e nt, bl u e- gr e e n t ail 
f e at h ers of  t h e q u et z al,  s o m eti m es t hr e e f e et 
l o n g, s e e m t o h a v e b e e n r es er v e d [i n pr e-  
C ol u m bi a n  ti m e] f or t h e r ul ers al o n e. 2 1

H e  p oi nt s  o ut  t h at a m o n g t h e I n-
di a ns  of  G u at e m al a  t o d a y

T h e  r o y al c ol or is gr e e n  b e c a us e gr e e n  is 
t h e c ol or of  t h e hi g hl y pri z e d  q u et z al  bir d,  
w h os e  pl u m a g e  w as  r es er v e d f or t h e r ul ers.2 3

As  t h e q u et z al bir d fl e w t hr o u g h 
t h e air a n d t h e brilli a nt  r a ys of  s u n -
li g ht r efl e ct e d 't h e r es pl e n d e nt g or -
g e o us n ess  of  t h e c ol ors of  its pl u m a g e,  
es p e ci all y t h e gr e e n, it r e mi n d e d t h e 
a n ci e nt A m eri c a ns  of  t h e b e a ut y  a n d  
gl or y of J es us C hrist  w h o  h a d d e -
s c e n d e d fr o m h e a v e n  t hr o u g h t h e air  
t o visit  t h e m a n d l at er r et ur n e d i nt o 
h e a v e n  i n li k e m a n n er,  as pr o cl ai m e d  
i n t h eir tr a diti o ns of t h e “ W hit e  
B e ar d e d  G o d. ” Si n c e  C hrist  di d  p ass  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 2 8)

2 2 B er n ar di n o  d e S a h a g u n, I ntr o d u cti o n al Pri m er  
Li br o  d e l a Hist ori a,  Li br o  1 1, C a p.  2, S e c. 1.

2 3 S yl v a n us G.  M orl e y,  T h e A n ci e nt  M a y a  ( P al o 
Alt o,  C alif or ni a,  1 9 4 7), p. 6.

^I bi d., p. 1 9 7.
*l bi d., p. 4 0 9.
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A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 3 2 6)  

t hr o u g h t h e air i n a m a n n er  t h at 
t h e p e o pl e  h a d  s e e n o nl y  bir ds  d o  i n 
t h eir ti m e, w h at  c o ul d b e m or e  a p -
pr o pri at e  t o t h e mi n ds  of t h os e p e o -
pl e i n s y m b oli zi n g t h e c e ntr al c h ar -
a ct er i n t h e gr e at est e v e nt t h at h a d  
o c c urr e d  i n t h e N e w  W orl d  t h a n t o 
t a k e as a  s y m b ol f or hi m  t h e b e a utif ul  
q u et z al bir d ? It p ortr a y e d all t h e 
s pl e n d or, t h e r a di a n c e, a n d  t h e b e a ut y  
of w hi c h  t h e I n di a ns’ mi n ds  w er e  
c a p a bl e of  c o n c ei vi n g.

P er h a ps  at first w h e n  t h e st or y of  
C hrist ’s a p p e ar a n c e w as  t ol d a n d r e-
t ol d, t h e “ W hit e  B e ar d e d  G o d ” w as  
s ai d t o b e  as g or g e o us,  as r a di a nt, as  
b e a utif ul, a n d as s pl e n di d as t h e 
q u et z al bir d. As  ti m e p ass e d, h o w -
e v er, his  n a m e c a m e t o b e m or e  or  
l ess s y n o n y m o us wit h  t h e r es pl e n d e nt 
bir d,  t h e n a m e  “ q u et z al ” a ct u all y b e -
c o mi n g  p art  of  t h e n a m e  t h e I n di a ns 
a p pli e d t o t h e “ W hit e  B e ar d e d  G o d. ”

J es us C hrist  h a d  i nf or m e d t h e a n -
ci e nt A m eri c a ns  t h at h e w as  t h e 
“ r es urr e cti o n a n d t h e lif e” — t h e 
“ li g ht a n d t h e lif e of t h e w orl d. ” 2 6  
F oll o wi n g  B o o k  of  M or m o n  d a ys,  t h e 
A m eri c a n  I n di a ns r e ali z e d t h at w h e n  
s pri n gti m e c a m e t h e w orl d  w as  fill e d 
wit h  n e w  lif e a n d  gr o wt h,  t h e v e g et a -
ti o n w hi c h  cl ot h e d m ot h er  e art h b e -
i n g g or g e o usl y gr e e n a n d b e a utif ul.  
Si n c e  t h e q u et z al bir d  w as  pri m aril y  
gr e e n  i n c ol or, t his f a ct als o m a d e  it 
a fitti n g s y m b ol of  t h e gi v er  of  li g ht 
a n d lif e t o t h e e ntir e w orl d,  e v e n  
J es us C hrist.

J a d e, b ei n g  gr e e n  i n c ol or, als o w as  
us e d  e xt e nsi v el y  b y  t h e A m eri c a n  I n-
di a ns  of  M e xi c o  a n d  C e ntr al  A m eri c a,  
es p e ci all y  b y  t h e M a y as,  as a s y m b ol  
of  Q u et z al c o atl.  B uri al  m as ks,  b e a ds,  
p e n d a nts,  br a c el ets, a n d ot h er  or n a -
m e nts  m a d e  of j a d e h a v e b e e n d u g  
u p  i n l ar g e q u a ntiti es  i n c o n n e cti o n  
wit h  a n ci e nt I n di a n b uri als. M ur als  
o n  t h e w alls  of  B o n a m p a k  a n d ot h er  
ar c h a e ol o gi c al pl a c es s u p pl y a d d e d  
e vi d e n c e t h at t h e pri ests a n d r ul ers 
w h o  w er e  a d or n e d wit h  q u et z al  
f e at h ers w er e  als o b e d e c k e d el a b o -
r at el y wit h  j a d e o bj e cts,  all of  w hi c h  
t estif y t h at t h es e a n ci e nt A m eri c a ns  
w er e  w ors hi p ers  of Q u et z al c o atl,  t h e 
“ W hit e  B e ar d e d  G o d. ”

C o ati,  t h e a n ci e nt M e xi c a n  w or d  
f or s er p e nt, 2 9 c o nstit ut es t h e l att er 
h alf of t h e n a m e Q u etz al c o atl,  t h e 
titl e b y  w hi c h  t h e “ W hit e  B e ar d e d  
G o d ” w as  k n o w n b y m a n y  of t h e

“ 3 N e p hi  1 1: 1 0- 1 1; 9: 1 8; Al m a  3 8: 9; M osi a h  1 6: 9.  
^ H u b ert H o w e  B a n cr oft,  N ati v e  R a c es  ( N e w Y or k,  

1 8 7 5), v ol. 2, p. 5 1 1 I T.

3 2 8  

a b ori gi n es at t h e ti m e of  t h e S p a nis h  
c o n q u est. T his a p p ell ati o n c a m e  
- a b o ut as a r es ult of  t h e I n di a ns’ e x -
t e nsi v e us e  of  t h e s er p e nt as  a s y m b ol 
of  Q u et z al c o atl,  w h o m  w e  h a v e  i d e n-
tifi e d as J es us C hrist  i n pr e vi o us  E r a  
arti cl es. T h e i m p ort a n c e of t h e 
s er p e nt-s y m b ol w as  d es cri b e d b y  
E d w ar d  H.  T h o m ps o n  as f oll o ws:

. . . T h e  s y m b ol of  t h e F e at h er e d  S er p e nt  
— t h e b o d y  of t h e r attl es n a k e, c o v er e d wit h  
t h e pl u m a g e  of  t h e q u etz al  bir d — w as  t o t his 
ol d ci vili z ati o n w h at  t h e Cr oss  w as  t o t h e 
C hristi a n  a n d t h e Cr es c e nt  t o t h e S ar a c e n.  
U n d er  t his s y m b ol t h e c ult ur e h er o K u k ul  
C a n — F e at h er e d  S er p e nt — of  Y u c at a n,  Q u et -
z al c o atl of t h e A zt e cs  a n d e arli er p e o pl es,  
w as  first r e v er e n c e d, t h e n d eifi e d a n d w or -
s hi p p e d. 2 8

C o u nt  B yr o n  K h u n  d e Pr or o k  
p oi nts o ut  t h at

T h e  G o d  Q u et z al c o atl,  a w hit e  G o d,  t o o k 
t h e n a m e  “ F e at h er e d  S er p e nt. ”  . . . A n d  t h er e 
w as  a si n g ul ar i d e ntifi c ati o n, si g nifi c a nt i n 
its c o m pl et e n ess, of  t h e si g n of  t h e Pl u m e d  
S er p e nt  wit h  t h e si g ns of E g y pt  a n d t h e 
tr a diti o n al d eli n e ati o n  of  t h e s er p e nt i n t h e 
G ar d e n  of E d e n. 2 8

M e m b ers  of t h e C h ur c h  of J es us  
C hrist  of L att er- d a y  S ai nts  ar e i n-
f or m e d t h at i n t h e v er y  b e gi n ni n g  of  
h u m a n hist or y t h e s er p e nt b e c a m e  
i d e ntifi e d wit h  S at a n  a n d  i n a c ert ai n  
s e ns e b e c a m e  a s y m b ol of  t h e Pri n c e  
of D ar k n ess;  h o w e v er, p e c uli ar  as it 
m a y  s e e m, als o i n v er y e arl y ti m es 
t h e s er p e nt b e c a m e  i d e ntifi e d wit h  t h e 
cr u cifi xi o n a n d at o n e m e nt of J es us 
of N a z ar et h  a n d h e n c e it b e c a m e a  
s y m b ol of  t h e S o n  of  M a n.  O nl y  t his 
l att er c o n c e pt, i. e., i d e ntif yi n g t h e 
s er p e nt as a s y m b ol of  J es us C hrist,  is 
dis c uss e d  i n t his arti cl e.

As  f ar as is k n o w n, t h e c o ati, or 
s er p e nt, w as  first us e d i n a n ci e nt  
Isr a el as a s y m b ol of t h e cr u cifi xi o n  
a n d at o n e m e nt of J es us C hrist,  “ t h e 
A n oi nt e d  O n e. ” Si n c e t h e S o n of  
M a n  w as  pr o cl ai m e d  b y  t h e pr o p h ets  
t o b e  t h e gi v er  of  r es urr e cti o n a n d  lif e 
t o t h e w orl d  a n d et er n al  lif e t o t h os e 
w h o  w o ul d  k e e p  all of  his  c o m m a n d -
m e nts,  t h e s er p e nt, w h o  pl a y e d  s u c h  
a pr o mi n e nt  p art  i n t h e G ar d e n  of  
E d e n  st or y, b e c a m e a n a p pr o pri at e  
s y m b ol of  t h e M ast er  a n d  of  his  cr u ci -
fi xi o n a n d  at o ni n g  s a crifi c e.

W hil e  tr a v eli n g t hr o u g h t h e wil d -
er n ess o n t h eir e x o d us fr o m E g y pt,  
t h e Isr a elit es h a d  a n  e x p eri e n c e  w hi c h  
b e c a m e  t h e b asis  f or a n a d d e d i nt er- 2 * * * 

2i, E d w ar d H.  T h o m ps o n, P e o pl e of t h e S er p e nt
( N e w Y or k,  1 9 3 2), p. 1 9 6.
“ C o u nt  B yr o n  K h u n  d e Pr or o k,  I n Q u est  of L ost

W orl ds  ( N e w Y or k,  1 9 3 5), p p. 1 2 3- 1 2 4.

pr et ati o n of t h e s er p e nt-s y m b ol.  
M a n y  of  t h e Isr a elit es w er e  bitt e n  b y  
s er p e nts a n d w er e  t h er e b y p ois o n e d.  
G o d  c o m m a n d e d  M os es  as f oll o ws:

M a k e  t h e e a fi er y s er p e nt, a n d s et it u p o n  
a p ol e; a n d it s h all c o m e t o p ass, t h at 
e v er y o n e t h at is bitt e n, w h e n  h e l o o k et h 
u p o n it, s h all li v e. A n d  M os es  m a d e  a  
s er p e nt of br ass, a n d p ut it u p o n a p ol e,  
a n d it c a m e t o p ass, t h at if a s er p e nt h a d  
bitt e n  a n y m a n,  w h e n  h e  b e h el d  t h e s er p e nt 
of br ass,  h e  li v e d.3 0

Pr o p h ets l at er o n c o m p ar e d t h e 
cr u cifi xi o n a n d at o n e m e nt of C hrist  
wit h  t h e br a z e n  s er p e nt t h at M os es  
pl a c e d  u p o n  t h e p ol e. J ust as t h os e 
w h o  w er e  o b e di e nt t o G o d ’s c o m -
m a n d m e nt  t o l o o k u p o n  t h e s er p e nt  
wit h  f ait h a n d  b e  h e al e d,  s o ar e t h os e 
h e al e d  of  s pirit u al d ef e cts a n d e v e n -
t u all y gi v e n  r es urr e cti o n a n d et er n al  
lif e w h o  t a k e u p o n  t h e m t h e n a m e  of  
C hrist  a n d k e e p  his  c o m m a n d m e nts.

Dr.  M a uri c e  H.  F ar bri d g e,  i n his  
b o o k  St u di es i n Bi bli c al  a n d  S e miti c  
S y m b olis m, i nf or ms us t h at t h e s er-
p e nt  w as  t h e pri n ci p al  s y m b ol of  t h e 
h o p e d-f or M essi a h  fr o m t h e ti m e of  
M os es  u ntil  a b o ut 7 0 0 B. C.  A  br ass  
s er p e nt o n  a p ol e  or  b e a m  w as  m ai n -
t ai n e d as a r e pr es e nt ati o n of t h è 
M essi a h  i n t h e c hi ef t e m pl e of t h e 
Isr a elit e n ati o n  d uri n g  t h at p eri o d  of  
a p pr o xi m at el y 5 0 0 y e ars ’ ti m e.3 1

J es us C hrist  w hil e  i n m ort alit y  
cl e arl y i d e ntifi e d t h e s er p e nt s y m b ol 
wit h  his o w n cr u cifi xi o n. W e  r e a d 
t h e f oll o wi n g i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt:

A n d  as M os es  lift e d u p  t h e s er p e nt i n t h e 
wil d er n ess,  e v e n s o m ust  t h e S o n  of M a n  
b e lift e d u p: T h at  w h os o e v er  b eli e v et h i n 
hi m s h o ul d n ot p eris h, b ut h a v e et er n al  
lif e.3 2

T h e  N e p hit es,  w h o  w er e  of  t h e s e e d 
of  Isr a el, mi gr at e d  fr o m J er us al e m t o 
A m eri c a a b o ut 6 0 0 B. C. T h e y  
br o u g ht  wit h  t h e m t o t h e N e w  W orl d  
t h e c o n c e pt of  t h e s er p e nt as a s y m -
b ol of J es us C hrist,  his cr u cifi xi o n,  
his  p o w ers t o h e al, a n d t o gi v e lif e, 
i n cl u di n g et er n al  lif e. N e p hi,  t h e first 
hist ori a n  of  his  p e o pl e, wr ot e:

A n d  n o w, m y  br et hr e n, I h a v e s p o k e n  
pl ai nl y  t h at y e  c a n n ot  err. A n d  as t h e L or d  
G o d  [J es us C hrist]  li v et h t h at br o u g ht  
Isr a el u p  o ut  of  t h e l a n d of  E g y pt,  a n d g a v e  
u nt o  M os es  p o w er  t h at h e s h o ul d h e al t h e 
n ati o ns aft er t h e y h a d b e e n bitt e n b y t h e 
p ois o n o us  s er p e nts, if t h e y w o ul d  c ast t h eir 
e y es u nt o t h e s er p e nt w hi c h  h e di d r ais e 

( C o nti n u e d o n p a g e 3 3 0)

“ N u m b ers  2 1: 8- 9.
^ M a uri c e H.  F ar bri d g e, St u di es i n Bi bli c al  a n d  

S e miti c S y m b olis m ( N e w Y or k,  1 9 2 8), p. 7 5; H.  P.  
S mit h,  Ol d  T est a m e nt  Hist or y  ( N e w Y or k,  1 9 0 3), p.  
2 4 0.

“ J o h n 3: 1 4- 1 5.
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( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 3 2 8)  

u p b ef or e t h e m, . . . t h er e is n o n e ot h er  
n a m e gi v e n u n d er h e a v e n s a v e it b e t his 
J es us C hrist,  of  w hi c h  I h a v e  s p o k e n, w h er e -
b y  m a n  c a n b e  s a v e d. 3 3

A p pr o xi m at el y  t w e nt y y e ars b ef or e  
t h e birt h of J es us C hrist,  a n ot h er  
N e p hit e  pr o p h et,  w h o m  w e  k n o w  as  
N e p hi  t h e s o n of  H el a m a n,  d eli v er e d  
a  p o w erf ul  s er m o n o n  t h e c o mi n g of  
t h e M essi a h.  I n t h at s er m o n h e  
d efi nit el y  c o n n e ct e d t h e s er p e nt as a  
s y m b ol of  J es us C hrist.  T o  q u ot e:  

o n c e  visit e d  a n ci e nt A m eri c a  a n d  h a d  
gi v e n  his  g os p el  t o its i n h a bit a nts.

W hil e  visiti n g  t hirt y-t w o ar c h a e o -
l o gi c al sit es a n d m us e u ms  i n M e xi c o  
a n d C e ntr al  A m eri c a  d uri n g t h e 
wi nt er  of  1 9 5 4- 5 5,  I s a w t h e q u et z al -
s er p e nt s y m b olis m pr a cti c all y e v er y -
w h er e.  F e at h er e d  s er p e nts a p p e ar o n  
f a ç a d es of t e m pl es a n d p al a c es, o n  
c er a mi cs, i n st o n e s c ul pt ur e d w or ks,  
a n d  i n g ol d  r e pr es e nt ati o ns. Als o,  a c -
c or di n g  t o L or d  Ki n gs  b or o u g h,  “ R e p -

r es e nt ati o ns of t h e lifti n g u p of  
s er p e nts o c c ur i n M e xi c a n  p ai nt -
i n gs,” 3 6 w hi c h  s h o w t h at t h e y us e d  
it t o s y m b oli z e t h e cr u cifi xi o n of  
Q u et z al c o atl.

B e ari n g  all of t h e f or e g oi n g dis -
c ussi o n i n mi n d,  w h at  di d  I s e e o n  
m y  l ast tri p t o T e oti h u a c a n ? I nst e a d 
of  r e p ulsi v e, u gl y,  gr ot es q u e  s er p e nts, 
I s a w o n  t h e fr o nt of  o n e  p orti o n  of  
t h e t e m pl e si x b e a utif ul s er p e nt  

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e 3 3 2)

“ L or d  Ki n gs b or o u g h,  M e xi c a n  A nti q uiti es,  cit e d i n 
J o h n T a yl or,  M e di ati o n  a n d At o n e m e nt  ( S alt L a k e  
Cit y,  1 8 8 2), p,  2 0 3.

Y e a,  di d  h e [ M os es] n ot  b e ar  r e c or d t h at 
t h e S o n  of G o d  s h o ul d c o m e ? A n d  as h e 
lift e d u p t h e br a z e n  s er p e nt i n t h e wil d er -
n ess, e v e n s o s h all h e b e lift e d u p w h o  
s h o ul d c o m e.

A n d  as m a n y  as s h o ul d l o o k u p o n t h at 
s er p e nt s h o ul d li v e, e v e n s o m a n y  as s h o ul d 
l o o k u p o n  t h e S o n  of  G o d  wit h  f ait h, h a v -
i n g a c o ntrit e s pirit, mi g ht  li v e, e v e n u nt o  
t h at lif e w hi c h  is et er n al. 3 *

Al m a  als o  t a u g ht t h e N e p hit es  t h at 
t h e s er p e nt w as  a s y m b ol of J es us 
C hrist.  T o  q u ot e:

B e h ol d,  h e [t h e S o n  of  G o d]  w as  s p o k e n  
of b y M os es;  y es, a n d b e h ol d a t y p e w as  
r ais e d u p  i n t h e‘wil d er n ess,  t h at w h os o e v er  
w o ul d  l o o k u p o n it mi g ht  li v e. A n d  m a n y  
di d  l o o k a n d li v e.3 5

A n d  t h e n Al m a  d es cri b e d t h e 
at o ni n g p o w ers  of  J es us.

Fr o m t h e e vi d e n c e alr e a d y pr e -
s e nt e d, t h e f a ct b e c o m es a p p ar e nt  
t h at t h e s er p e nt w as  a C hristi a n  s y m -
b ol, est a blis h e d i n a n ci e nt Isr a el at  
l e ast as e arl y as t h e d a ys of M os es  
a n d c arri e d f or w ar d o n  t h e W est er n  
H e mis p h er e  b y  t h e N e p hit es  t o t h e 
cl os e of  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  p eri o d.  
Its p ur p os e  w as  t o r e mi n d t h e p e o pl e  
of  t h e cr u cifi xi o n of  J es us C hrist  a n d  
of  his  gr e at  s a vi n g p o w ers.

It w as  n at ur al  f or t h e d es c e n d a nts  
of t h e N e p hit es  a n d t h e L a m a nit es  
as t h e y e ars  p ass e d  t o c o nti n u e wit h  
s u c h a s y m b ol, a d di n g a d ult er at e d  
r eli gi o us pr a cti c es a n d alt er e d i d e as 
t o t h e m or e  r efi n e d s er p e nt s y m b ol as  
h el d  i n t h e B o o k  of M or m o n  d a ys.  
T h us  t h e I n di a n d es c e n d a nts  of  B o o k  
of  M or m o n  p e o pl es  dist ort e d  t h e s er -
p e nt  s y m b ol i nt o t h e v ari o us p a g a n  
f or ms t h at w er e  f o u n d i n M e xi c o  a n d  
t hr o u g h o ut C e ntr al  A m eri c a  b y  E ur o -
p e a n  missi o n ari es  f oll o wi n g t h e S p a n -
is h c o n q u est. Alt h o u g h  t h e q u et z al - 
s er p e nt s y m b ols ar e d e g e n er at e d  
p a g a n r e mi n d ers of t h e “ W hit e  
B e ar d e d  G o d, ” t h e y als o s er v e as  
r e mi n d ers of  t h e tr u e S a vi or  w h o  h a d

“ 2  N e p hi  2 5: 2 0.  
•' « H el a m a n 8: 1 4- 1 5.  
“ Al m a  3 3: 1 9.

3 3 0

X  H o o ki n g  at  o ar  H o u e d  o n es

S  Ri c h ar d  L.  E v a ns

( 6 O o m e o n e  o n c e  wr ot e,  “ If t h e st ars c a m e  o ut  o nl y  o n c e  a  y e ar,  
g  t h e w h ol e  w orl d  w o ul d  g o  o ut  a n d l o o k at t h e m.” 1 B ut a .
( 6 si n c e t h e y c a n s o e asil y a n d s o oft e n  b e s e e n, w e  b e c o m e  X
( 6 a c c ust o m e d t o t h e m a n d l et t h e m s e e m s o m e w h at c o m m o n-  x
S  pl a c e. Li k e wis e,  if w e  s a w o ur  l o v e d o n es  l ess, or  f a c e d t h e X
> 2  f e ar of  l osi n g t h e m, or  s a w t h e m n ot  at all, w e  s h o ul d s ur el y  G
g  s o o n l e ar n s o m e n e w  l ess o ns i n a p pr e ci ati o n. It is tr u e t h at 2
( o w e  s o m eti m es s e e m t o t a k e f or gr a nt e d  t h o s e w e  l o v e a n d  Z
( 6 li v e wit h,  a n d w o ul d  d o  w ell  s o m eti m es t o st e p asi d e a n d  /
5  s e e t h e m as if w e ’d  n e v er  s e e n t h e m b ef or e — or,  m or e  p oi g n-  9
( Z a ntl y  t h a n t his, t o s e e t h e m as if w e ’d  n e v er  s e e t h e m a g ai n.  9

Bl ess e dl y  w e  s h all. B ut  still it is a wis e  a n d w o n d erf ul  t hi n g G
$  t o a p pr e ci at e p e o pl e i n t h e pr es e nt, t o a p pr e ci at e t h os e o n  &
s o w h o m  w e  h a v e  t h e cl os est  cl ai ms, a n d  n ot  r es er v e alt o g et h er

o ur  b est  a p p e ar a n c e a n d p erf or m a n c e a n d o ur m ost  p olit e  »
G  a p pr o a c h al w a ys f or t h os e o utsi d e  t h e f a mil y cir cl e. Gr ati-  9 >
8  t u d e a n d gr a ci o us c ust o m a n d c o urt es y s h o ul d h a v e t h eir 9)
( K pl a c e  at  h o m e. T h er e  is, i n f a ct, as s o m e h a v e  f o u n d, a ki n d
■ z  of  l o v e a n d c o urt es y a n d c o nsi d er ati o n t h at c a n c o m e i nt o a 6)
2  h o m e  a n d m a k e  its dr u d g er y  n o  dr u d g er y  at all, a n d m a k e  «
' 9 t h e d ail y  r o u n d of r o uti n e t as ks s e e m b ut  t o b e a bl ess e d  z'
8  s er vi c e. T his  c a n b e  s o w h e n  a p pr e ci ati o n is pr es e nt — n ot  X

o nl y  a sil e nt, i m pli e d a p pr e ci ati o n, b ut  als o a n i n n er a n d  g
8  o ut er  e vi d e n c e  of  it— s u c h as is a ct u all y  s h o w n a n d  s ai d. B ut  «
z  w e  l e a v e s o m e t hi n gs, t o o m a n y  t hi n gs, t o o l o n g u ns h o w n,  z <
f) u ns ai d — a n d ass u m e t h at t h e y c a n w ait — t h at t h e y will  b e  zj
x  u n d erst o o d  wit h o ut  a n y  o ut w ar d  e vi d e n c e or  utt er a n c e. I n 9)
$  s h ort, w e  ass u m e t h at t h e “ st ars ” will  al w a ys b e  t h er e. N o  9)
■ 6  d o u bt  t h e y will — b ut  t h er e ar e ti m es w h e n  w e  s h o ul d l o o k at  $

6  t h e m ( a n d at o ur  l o v e d o n es)  wit h  s e ei n g e y es a n d u n d er-  «
Z  st a n di n g h e arts,  a n d wit h  t h e bl ess e d  p o w er  of  a p pr e ci ati o n.  z <
, 2 O n e  of  t h e r e al t ests of  c h ar a ct er  is t h e t est of  c o urt es y, t h e »
$  t est of  c o nsi d er ati o n t o w ar d t h os e w e  l o v e a n d li v e wit h —  £
8  a n d  t h e g e n er o us  h e art  t h at s a ys a n d  s h o ws t h e m h o w  w o n-  9

d erf ull y  m u c h  t h e y m e a n.  T o  r e p e at a g ai n a n o bs er v ati o n  G
$  of  t h e p ast: Of  all t h e t hi n gs t h er e ar e t o b el o n g  t o, t h er e 6.

is n o  fi n er t hi n g t o b el o n g t o t h a n a n h o n or a bl e, a n d af-  z
f e cti o n at e f a mil y— a n d  it will  b e  s o, al w a ys a n d  f or e v er. z ?

^ J h e S p o k e n  V J o 4 " F R O M  T E M P L E  S Q U A R E | 

P R E S E N T E D  O V E R  K S L  A N D  T H E  C O L U M BI A  B R O A D C A S TI N G  g
S Y S T E M, F E B R U A R Y  2 6, 1 9 5 6  9)

C o p yri g ht  1 9 5 6  p
L A ut h or  u n k n o w n.
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T h e n,  List e n  i o mis  . ..

W E ’L L  S E N D  Y O U

F R E E
A  F ull  Si z e  P a c k a g e  of

M. C. P.
J a m  a n d  J ell y

P E C TI N
( U S E C O U P O N  B E L O W)

S o  Y o u  C a n  M a k e  T hi s  W o n d erf ul  

N E W  Fr o z e n  B err y  T a st e  Tr e at  —  

U N C O O K E D
J A M S

M a k e  i n Mi n ut e s  . . . R e a d y  t o 
E at  S o o n  a s  M a d e  . . . F O R  L E S S  

T H A N  1 5 c  A  H A L F- P O U N D

B y  U si n g

T h e  A m a zi n g  N e w  U n c o o k e d  J a m  
R e ci p e s  D e v el o p e d  E x cl u si v el y  
b y  M. C. P.  P E C TI N.

S E N D  T O D A Y  F O R  Y O U R  F R E E
P A C K A G E  O F  M. C. P.  P E C TI N!

3 3 2

A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 3 3 0)  

h e a ds,  s urr o u n d e d  b y  q u et z al  f e at h ers, 
a n d  si x c o m p ar a bl e  o n es  o n  t h e ot h er  
si d e, m a ki n g  t w el v e. I als o o bs er v e d  
t h at t h er e h a d b e e n t w el v e s er p e nt  
h e a ds  u p  t h e e d g es of  t h e st air c as e —  
si x o n  e a c h si d e. E a c h  s er p e nt h e a d  
c o nt ai n e d  t w el v e t e et h. I s a w a  r e p eti-
ti o n of  t h e n u m b er  t w el v e i n t e m pl es, 
t h er e b ei n g f o ur o n  t h e n ort h,  f o ur 
o n t h e w est,  a n d f o ur o n t h e s o ut h  
si d e of t h e Q u et z al c o atl  q u a dr a n gl e.

T h e  T e m pl e  of Q u et z al c o atl  n o w  
a p p e ar e d t o m e  t o b e a b e a utif ul  
b uil di n g  w hi c h  h a d  b e e n er e ct e d i n 
h o n or  of  J es us C hrist  b y  a “ . . . p e o -
pl e  w h o  w er e  s kill e d i n m a n y  fi el ds,

m ai nl y  s ci e ntifi c a n d artisti c. . . .” 3 7  
“ . . . T e oti h u a c a n  m ust  h a v e  e x e m pli -
fi e d t h e b est  w or k  of  w hi c h  a c ult ur e  
w as  c a p a bl e. ” 3 8 I n o w  o bs er v e d  t h eir 
o bj e cts,  w hi c h  a p p e ar e d t o m e  t o b e  
b e a utif ull y  c ar v e d. I h a d  l e ar n e d t o 
a d mir e  t h e cr aft m a ns hi p  of  t h e T e oti -
h u a c a n artis a ns, a n d t o a gr e e wit h  
V aill a nt ’s st at e m e nt t h at “ . . . t h e 
T e m pl e  of Q u et z al c o atl,  F e at h er e d  
S er p e nt, t h e G o d  of L e ar ni n g,  is 
s pl e n di d e n o u g h  t o q u alif y  as  t h e e di -
fi c e f or w hi c h  Milt  w as  r e n o w n e d.” 3 9

I h a d  als o  l e ar n e d t h at T e oti h u a c a n
( C o n cl u d e d o n  p a g e  3 3 4)

3 7 Ar c h a e ol o g y  i n M e xi c o,  o p. tit., p p. 1 2- 1 3.
: 5sG e or g e  C.  V aill a nt,  T h e  Azt e cs  of M e xi c o  ( N e w 

Y or k,  1 9 5 0), p. 7 5.
« »I bi d., p. 7 1.
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Ri c h ar d  L.  E v a ns

I
n  a  s e ns e  w e  s h o ul d n e v er  b e  c o nt e nt  wit h  w h at  w e  k n o w.

B ut  n eit h er  s h o ul d w e  b e c y ni c al a b o ut w h at  w e  d o n ’t 
k n o w. Wit h  a littl e k n o wl e d g e,  t h er e is al w a ys t h e d a n g er  
of  ass u mi n g  t h at w h at  w e  d o n ’t k n o w  is n’t s o, t h at w h at  w e  
c a n ’t s e e is n’t t h er e, t h at w h at  li es b e y o n d o ur e y es a n d  
e x pl a n ati o n  is b e y o n d  t h e r e al m of  r e alit y. B ut  t h e f a ct t h at 
w e  d o n ’t k n o w s o m et hi n g d o es n ’t m e a n  t h at it is n’t s o. 
T h er e  ar e s o m a n y  c o m p elli n g q u esti o ns  t h at w e  c a n n ot a n -
s w er ri g ht n o w; b ut t h er e w er e  m or e  q u esti o ns t h at w e  
c o ul d n ’t a ns w er a c e nt ur y or  a d e c a d e  a g o. I nfi nit el y m u c h  
t h at w e  c a n n ot n o w  s e e is as' r e al as w h at  w e  c a n s e e, a n d  
f or t h e c y ni c t o s a y, “ It is n’t s o b e c a us e  I h a v e n ’t s e e n it,” is 
s h e er s h ortsi g ht e d n ess. It h as b e e n o ur  “ f ait h i n t h e s u b -
st a n c e of  t hi n gs n ot  s e e n ”  t h at h as  k e pt  t h e mi n ds  a n d  s pirits 
of  m e n  m o vi n g  f or w ar d i nt o t h e illi mit a bl e f ut ur e. A n d  e v e n  
a n a c ut el y i n q uiri n g mi n d  m ust  l e ar n t o a c c e pt m u c h  o n  
f ait h, w hil e  s e ar c hi n g a n d  w aiti n g  f or t h e fi n al a n d ulti m at e  
a ns w ers. W h e n  it c o m es ri g ht d o w n t o ulti m at e a ns w ers,  
it is d o u btf ul  if w e  e v e n k n o w  w h at  m a k es  a m us cl e  m o v e.  
W e  m a y  k n o w  p art  of  t h e pr o c ess, a n d w e  s e e s o m e of  t h e 
r es ults, b ut  w e  si m pl y c a n n ot  s a y f or s ur e h o w  st or e d e n er g y  
i nst a ntl y b e c o m es c o ntr oll e d m e c h a ni c al  m oti o n.  A n d  it 
w o ul d  s e e m t h at m e n  w h o  d o  n ot  e v e n k n o w  f or s ur e w h at  
m a k es  a m us cl e  m o v e  h a v e  m u c h  r e as o n t o b e h u m bl e i n 
a p pr o a c hi n g  all o ur  ot h er  u ns ol v e d  pr o bl e ms,  a n d m u c h  r e a-
s o n f or d e p e n d e n c e u p o n Di vi n e  Pr o vi d e n c e. T h er e  is 
i nfi nit el y m or e  t o b e  dis c o v er e d  a n d  r e v e al e d i n m a n ’s et er n al  
m ar c h;  t h er e is i nfi nit el y m u c h  t h at w e  m ust  a c c e pt o n  
f ait h— f ait h, wit h  t h a n kf ul n ess f or w h at  w e  d o  k n o w  ( w hi c h 
is m or e  t h a n w e  wis el y  us e);  f ait h i n t h e s u bst a n c e of  t hi n gs 
n ot  s e e n, w hi c h,  if w e  w al k  h u m bl y  wit h  h e arts  a n d mi n ds  
o p e n  t o tr ut h, will  s ur el y s o m eti m e u nf ol d  b ef or e  us. *

$

" V L S p ol e n W or d ”  F R O M. T E M P L E  S Q U A R E

P R E S E N T E D  O V E R  K S L  A N D  T H E  C O L U M BI A  B R O A D C A S TI N G

S Y S T E M, M A R C H  1 1, 1 9 5 6  
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r e all y 
e nj o y -t h es e

P E A N U T  B U T T E R

T h es e  P e a n ut  B utt er  H o n e y  Cr a c kl es  
ar e  j ust a b o ut  t h e m ost  m o ut h- w at er -
i n g m ors els  t o e v er c o m e o ut  of  a  
kit c h e n!  Al w a ys  fl a v or fr es h wit h  
Cl a b b er  Girl,  t h e y h a v e a m ell o w  
ri c h n ess t h at is d eli g htf ul.  H er e  is a  
n e w  a n d  diff er e nt  m ol d e d  c o o k y  r e c-

A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N

i p e t h at will  pl e as e  a p p etit es of  all

• 7 J  R o m  F m k. .
P E A N U T  B U T T E R  H O N E Y  C R A C K L E S

Yi el d:  5  d o z e n  c o o ki e s
1 A  c u ps  sift e d  all -

p ur p os e  fl o ur 
lJi t e as p o o ns 

Cl a b b er  Girl  
B a ki n g  P o w d er

' A t e as p o o n s alt 
Ji c u p s h ort e ni n g 
Ji c u p  p e a n ut  b utt er  
Ji c u p  fir ml y p a c k e d  

br o w n  s u g ar

Ji c u p str ai n e d h o n e y

1  e g g
C h o c ol at e  pi e c es  

or  s h ell e d, 
s alt e d, w h ol e  
p e a n uts

3  t a bl es p o o ns 
gr a n ul at e d  s u g ar

Ji t e as p o o n gr at e d  
or a n g e  ri n d

Sift  t o g et h er fl o ur, B a ki n g  P o w d er,  
a n d  s alt. Cr e a m  t o g et h er t h or o u g hl y 
t h e s h ort e ni n g, p e a n ut  b utt er,  br o w n  
s u g ar, a n d  h o n e y.  B e at  i n e g g.  Stir  i n 
dr y  i n gr e di e nts u ntil  bl e n d e d.  F or m  
i nt o 1-i n c h  b alls;  i ns ert 1 c h o c ol at e  
pi e c e  or  1 p e a n ut  m e at  i nt o c e nt er  
of  e a c h b all  a n d r es h a p e. C o m bi n e  
gr a n ul at e d s u g ar wit h  or a n g e ri n d 
a n d  r oll “ b alls ”  i n t his mi xt ur e.  Pl a c e
b alls  2 i n c h es a p art o n  u n gr e as e d  
c o o k y  s h e et. B a k e  i n a  3 7 5°  F.  ( m o d-
er at e) o v e n  1 2  t o 1 5  mi n ut es  or  u ntil
li g htl y br o w n e d  a n d cr a c kl e d. C o ol
o n  c a k e  r a c ks.

a»l

cl a b b er / ^
PI  DI{ ■IIf  I / < G u a r a nt e e d  b y  A
V  I B  >  L.  I G o o d  H o us e k e e pi n g  J

I s N o w
E x cl u si v el y  K n o w n  a s  t h e 
B a ki n g  P o w d er  wit h  t h e 
B al a n c e d  D o u bl e  A cti o n

H U L M A N  &  C O M P A N Y

T E R R E  H A U T E.  I N DI A N A

3 3 4

( C o n cl u d e d fr o m p a g e 3 3 2)  

m e a ns  “ t h e pl a c e w h er e  all g o t o 
w ors hi p  t h e g o ds. ” 4 0

As  I visit e d t h e v ari o us ar c h a e o -
l o gi c al sit es a n d  m us e u ms,  e v er y w h er e  
I l o o k e d I s a w t e m pl es, p yr a mi ds,  
p ott er y, r e pr es e nt ati o ns of m e n,  a n d  
n u m er o us ot h er t hi n gs, d e c or at e d  
wit h  f e at h ers of  t h e “ s a cr e d q u et z al,  
or  bir d  of  p ar a dis e, ” a n d s er p e nts, as  
w ell  as s er p e nt h e a ds,  all s y m b oli zi n g 
Q u et z al c o atl  or J es us C hrist.  T h es e  

i 0Ar c h a e ol o g y  i n M e xi c o  T o d a y,  o p. cit., p p. 1 2- 1 3.

T H E R E  W E R E  J A R E DI T E S
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 3 1 0)  

s elf r e pr es e nt e d as t h e m ot h er- g o d-  
d ess, ‘a c o m bi n ati o n t h at stri k es t h e 
m o d er n  mi n d  (i n cl u di n g y o ur  o w n)  
as ri di c ul o u s, b ut  t h at is n ot  s o ali e n  
fr o m a n ci e nt s e nti m e nt or  u nf a mili ar  
i n t h e s p e c ul ati o n of  t h e m ysti cs  a n d  
g n osti cs, ’ t h e l att er of  E g y pti a n  ori gi n,  
y o u  n e e d  h ar dl y  b e  r e mi n d e d.7 3 T h e  
c o nf usi n g of  t h e s e x es i n r o y al c er e -
m o ni es  is a hi g hl y c h ar a ct eristi c  
E g y pti a n  us a g e. B e ar  i n mi n d  n o w  
t h at i n t h eir c a p a cit y  as ri g htf ul h eirs  
t o t h e t hr o n e, P h ar a o h  a n d his s o n 
w er e  c o m pl et el y i d e ntifi e d wit h  t h e 
“ T w o  L a di es, ” w h o  ar e n e v er  a bs e nt  
fr o m a c or o n ati o n s c e n e, n o m att er  
w h o  els e is missi n g.  W h at  w as  t h e 
e x pr essi o n Pr of ess or S c h w ulst j ust 
q u ot e d  fr o m G ar di n er ?  T h e  ki n g  w as  
‘i d e ntifi e d i n his o w n p ers o n ’ wit h  
t h e “ t w o l a di es.” H er e  y o u  h a v e it 
v er y  pl ai nl y. ”

“ B ut  is n’t t his si m pl y t h e w ell-  
k n o w n  E g y pti a n  j u d g m e nt s c e n e ?” F.  
pr ot est e d,  “ t h e o n e  f o u n d s o oft e n  i n 
f u n er al t e xts ?”

“ If y o u w a nt  t o c all a ‘t y pi c al’ 
s c e n e o n e fr o m w hi c h  t h e m ost  es -
s e nti al el e m e nts h a v e b e e n r e m o v e d 
a n d t o w hi c h  c o ns pi c u o us b ut  t ot all y 
u nf a mili ar  fi g ur es h a v e  b e e n a d d e d,  
y o u  mi g ht  h a v e  a c as e, ” Bl a n k  c o u n -
t er e d.

“ B ut  y o u  c a n fi n d t h es e fi g ur es i n 
a n y  c oll e cti o n  of  E g y pti a n  dr a wi n gs —  
all of  t h e m. . . .”

“ T h at  is t h e k e y  t o t h e w h ol e  b usi -
n ess, I b eli e v e. W h at  w e  h a v e  h er e  
ar e c o n v e nti o n al fi g ur es i n a n u n -
c o n v e nti o n al or d er. T h e y  w er e  o b -
vi o usl y  dr a w n  b y  a n E g y pti a n;  e v e n  
t h e b a d  e n gr a vi n g  c a n n ot  c o n c e al  t h e 
a ut h e nti c a n d i ni mit a bl e E g y pti a n  
st yl e; b ut  it w as  a n E g y pti a n  l a b or-

h a d b e e n  m a d e  b y  m ast er  artists i n 
m ur als,  st o n e w or k,  w o o d  c ar vi n gs,  
a n d cl a y. I m ar v el e d  t o l e ar n t h at 
t hr o u g h m a n y  p a g a n  g e n er ati o ns  f ol-
l o wi n g t h e cl os e of t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  p eri o d t o t h e pr es e nt  ti m e 
t h e A m eri c a n  I n di a ns h a d c ar ef ull y,  
a c c ur at el y, a n d artisti c all y — alt h o u g h  
i n a d e g e n er at e d a n d a d ult er at e d  
f or m—  i n t h eir q u et z al-s er p e nt  s y m-
b ols  f ulfill e d t h e w or ds  of  J es us C hrist  
w h er ei n  h e d e cl ar e d t h at “ . . . all  
t hi n gs b e ar  r e c or d of  m e. ”

( T h e E n d)

i n g t o t ell a n u nf a mili ar  st or y usi n g  
t h e c o n v e nti o n al fi g ur es t h at h e  h a d  
b e e n tr ai n e d t o dr a w. I c a n b est  
ill ustr at e m y  t h esis b y a n ot h er pi c -
t ur e fr o m t h e s a m e b o o k. ” H e  t ur n e d 
t o F a csi mil e  N o.  1. “ W h at  d o  y o u  
s e e h er e ? ”

“ O b vi o usl y  a n e m b al m er at  w or k, ”  
s ai d F.  j a u ntil y. B ut  Pr of ess or  S c h -
w ulst  s h o o k his  h e a d.

“ T h er e  is s o m et hi n g wr o n g  h er e.  
As  h as oft e n b e e n o bs er v e d, t h e 
c a n o ns or  r ul es of  E g y pti a n  dr a wi n g  
ar e  e xtr e m el y  stri ct a n d  f or m al.7 4  T h e y  
s p e ci ali z e d i n f u n er al pi ct ur es i n 
w hi c h  t h er e w as  a pr o p er  w a y  t o d e -
pi ct e v er y littl e t hi n g; b ut  t his is a  
hi g hl y  u n c o n v e nti o n al  s c e n e, t h o u g h 
I m ust  a d mit wit h  Mr.  Bl a n k  t h at it 
w as  s ur el y dr a w n  b y  a n E g y pti a n.  I 
a m tr yi n g t o fi g ur e o ut w h at  is 
wr o n g. ”

Bl a n k  tri e d t o b e h el pf ul: “ Y o u  
will  a gr e e t h at t h e o nl y w a y  a n  
E g y pti a n  artist c o ul d dr a w w as  b y  
s etti n g d o w n st o c k fi g ur es h e h a d  
l e ar n e d b y  h e art. N o w  s u p p os e s o m e-
o n e  as k e d s u c h a n artist t o dr a w a  
c o m pl et el y . ori gi n al s c e n e. W h at  
w o ul d  h e  d o ? H e  w o ul d  si m pl y ar -
r a n g e t h e f a mili ar fi g ur es of his  
r e p ert oir e i n a  n e w  a n d  u n us u al  c o m -
p ositi o n,  a n d t h at is e x a ctl y  w h at  w e  
h a v e h er e. T ur n  t his pi ct ur e o n  its 
si d e, a n d Dr.  S c h w ulst  will  i m m e-
di at el y r e c o g ni z e w h at  t h e m a n  o n  
t h e c o u c h is d oi n g. ”

“ H e  is pr a yi n g, ” t h e ot h er a n -
s w er e d wit h o ut  h esit ati o n. “ H e  is i n 
t h e pr o p er a n d c o n v e nti o n al atti -
t u d e of a d or ati o n — ri g ht f o ot t hr ust 
f or w ar d a n d h a n ds  r ais e d b ef or e  t h e 
f a c e— t h at is t h e c orr e ct d e pi cti n g  of  
s u p pli c ati o n, n o  d o u bt  a b o ut it.”

“ S o t h e artist w as  i nstr u ct e d t o
( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 3 6)

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A




