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A R C H A E O L O G Y  
a n d t h e 

B o o k  of  M o r m o n

b y  Pr esi d e nt  Milt o n  R.  H u nt er  
O F  T H E  FI R S T  C O U N CI L  O F  T H E  S E V E N T Y

P a rt  XI- A
S y m b ol s of Q u et z al c o atl  

a n d T e oti h u a c a n

T
e o ti h u a c a n , sit u at e d a p pr o xi m at e -
l y t hirt y mil es  n ort h e ast  of  M e xi c o  
Cit y,  is p er h a ps t h e o utst a n di n g  

t o urist attr a cti o n i n t h e v all e y of  
M e xi c o.  N o  o n e  c a n r e all y cl ai m t o 
h a v e  s e e n o ur  n ei g h b ori n g  c o u ntr y  t o 
t h e s o ut h if h e  h as n ot  b e e n  s h o w n  
T e oti h u a c a n  ( T a' 6-t e' w a- k a n'); a n d  
s o— li k e all ot h er  A m eri c a n  t o urists—  
I pl a c e d  t h at f a m o us ar c h a e ol o gi c al  
sit e o n  m y  iti n er ar y d uri n g  m y  first 
visit  t o M e xi c o  i n 1 9 4 1.

W h e n  w e  arri v e d at T e oti h u a c a n,  
o ur  M e xi c a n  g ui d e — w h o  h a d  r esi d e d 
h alf  of  his  ti m e i n t h e U nit e d  St at es  
a n d t h er e b y k n e w  b ot h E n gli s h  a n d  
S p a nis h  e q u all y w ell  a n d als o t h e 
c ust o ms of  b ot h  p e o pl es — t o o k us  first 
t o t h e P yr a mi d  of t h e M o o n.  W e  
w er e  i nf or m e d t h at t his i m pr essi v e 
str u ct ur e, d ati n g  i n t h e B. C.  p eri o d, 1  
ris es 1 1 5  f e et hi g h  o n  a q u a dr a n g ul ar  
b as e t h at m e as ur es  3 2 9 f e et b y 4 1 1  
f e et.

T his  p yr a mi d w as  tr u n c at e d at t h e t o p, 
w h er e  u n d o u bt e dl y  a t e m pl e st o o d. Fr o m  a 
s p a ci o us c o urt, a br o a d st air w a y o n c e l e d 
u p t h e s o ut h si d e of t h e as c e n di n g pl a n es,  
w hi c h  w er e  br o k e n  t o pr o vi d e  t err a c es.2

O ur  g ui d e n e xt t o o k us t o t h e 
P yr a mi d of t h e S u n. It t o w er e d

1  Ar c h a e ol o g y  i n M e xi c o  ( M e xi c o Cit y,  1 9 5 2), p. 1 4.
2 I bi d.

A P RI L  1 9 5 6

m aj esti c all y  a b o v e all ot h er  str u ct ur es  
of  t h at ar c h a e ol o gi c al  sit e, risi n g t o a  
h ei g ht of o v er 2 0 0 f e et. Its b as e  
m e as ur e d  al m ost 7 0 0 f e et o n e a c h  
si d e. T h e  str u ct ur e w as  b uilt  of  a d o b e  
bri c ks  a n d  w as  s oli d t hr o u g h o ut. T h e  
e xt eri or w as  f a c e d wit h  v ol c a ni c  st o n e  
c o v er e d wit h  “ pr e- S p a nis h c e m e nt. ”

Fi v e b o di es i n f or m of tr u n c at e d p yr a -
mi ds,  o n e  o n  t o p of a n ot h er a n d di mi nis h -
i n g i n si z e s o as t o f or m t err a c es, m a k e  u p  
t h e p yr a mi d  pr o p er. H er e,  t o o, o n  t o p, w as  a 
s m all t e m pl e, d e di c at e d  t o t h e c ult of  T o n a-  
c at e c utli, G o d  of S u n,  of w ar mt h  a n d of  
a b u n d a n c e. T h e  t e m pl e w as  cr o w n e d wit h  
a gi g a nti c m o n olit hi c  st at u e of t h e g o d  
a d or n e d wit h  a g ol d br e ast pl at e t h at r e-
t ur n e d wit h  al m ost e q u al brilli a n c e  t h e r a ys 
of t h e s u n str u c k it. Li k e  s o m a n y  ot h er  
fi n e w or ks  of art of t h e a n ci e nt M e xi c a ns, 
t his st at u e w as  d estr o y e d b y  t h e or d ers of  
Fr a y J u a n d e Z u m arr a g o, M e xi c o ’s first

C O R R E C TI O N:  T h e  r ef er e n c e i n t h e 
s e c o n d q u ot ati o n fr o m t h e b ott o m of  
p a g e  1 7 6  of  t h e M ar c h  m a g a zi n e  s h o ul d 
r e a d 3 N e p hi  2: 1 4- 1 5,  i nst e a d of  I bi d., 
2: 1 4- 1 5. Ot h er wis e  t h e arti cl e gi v es  
t h e wr o n g  r ef er e n c e i n all t h e q u ot a -
ti o ns f oll o wi n g i n t his i nt er esti n g p ar -
all el.

S o ut h  h alf  of  t h e w est  f a c e of  t h e T e m pl e  of  Q u et z al c o atl  at T e oti h u a -
c a n, M e xi c o.  O bs er v e  c o ati (s er p e nt) h e a ds s urr o u n d e d b y q u et z al  
f e at h ers, s y m b ols of  t h e “ W hit e  B e ar d e d  G o d ” or  Q u et z al c o atl.

Ar c h bis h o p,  i n his z e al t o a b olis h p a g a n  
rit es.3

I r e a dil y r e c o g ni z e d t h e f a ct t h at 
b ot h  p yr a mi ds  i n s h a p e, si z e, a n d  p ur -
p os es  of c o nstr u cti o n h a d  c ert ai n r e-
s e m bl a n c es t o a n ci e nt p yr a mi ds, or  
t e m pl e-t o w ers, of  E g y pt, 4 Ass yri a  a n d  
B a b yl o n,  w hi c h  is a si g nifi c a nt f a ct, 
si n c e t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  cl ai ms  t h at 
t h e J ar e dit es c a m e fr o m t h e gr e at  
T o w er  of  B a b el 5 i n B a b yl o n  a n d  t h at 
t h e N c p hit es  br o u g ht wit h  t h e m a  
c o nsi d er a bl e a m o u nt of E g y pti a n  
c ult ur e. 0

W e  f oll o w e d s o ut h w ar d al o n g a  
r o a d c all e d “ R o a d  of  t h e D e a d, ” 7 b e -
c a us e of n u m er o us h u m a n  s k el et o ns 
dis c o v er e d  b y  t h e e arl y S p a nis h  s et -
tl ers al o n g  its l e n gt h, a n d  c a m e  t o t h e 
T e m pl e  of Q u et z al c o atl  ( k et-s al' k d- 
at'l).

T h e  t e m pl e is sit u at e d t o w ar d t h e 
e ast of  a  gr e at  st a di u m or  q u a dr a n gl e,  

( C o nti n u e d o n  f oll o wi n g p a g e)

:,l bi d., p. 1 5.
♦ Milt o n R.  H u nt er  a n d T h o m as  St u art F er g us o n,  

A n ci e nt  A m eri c a  a n d t h e B o o k  of M or m o n  ( O a k-
l a n d, 1 9 5 0), p p. 2 6 4- 2 7 3.

‘’Et h er  1: 1- 6, 3 2- 4 3.
« 1 N e p hi  1: 2; M osi a h  1: 4; M or m o n  9: 3 2- 3 3.
7  Ar c h a e ol o g y  i n M e xi c o  T o d a y,  o p. cit., p. 1 5.
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— P h ot o  b y  Ott o  D o n e  
P yr a mi d  of  t h e S u n  at  T e oti h u a c a n,  fr o m t h e w est,  fr o nt vi e w. O bs er v e  

its li k e n ess t o p yr a mi ds i n E g y pt.
P yr a mi d  of t h e M o o n  at T e oti h u a c a n. P h ot o -

gr a p h e d  fr o m t h e w est.  Si d e  vi e w  of  t h e p yr a mi d.

A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)  

s urr o u n d e d b y  l o w w alls  u p o n  w hi c h  
t e m pl es st a n d. St airs l e a d u p t h e 
w est  si d e of  t h es e “ t e m pl es, w h er e  u n -
d o u bt e dl y r eli gi o us f esti viti es w er e  
c el e br at e d ” a n ci e ntl y. 8 F o ur s m all 
t e m pl es or pl atf or ms st a n d o n t h e 
n ort h  w all,  f o ur o n  t h e w est,  a n d  f o ur 
o n  t h e s o ut h, wit h  t hr e e l ar g er o n es  
o n  t h e e ast.

Dir e ctl y  i n fr o nt of  t h e T e m pl e  of  
Q u et z al c o atl  st a n ds a r at h er l ar g e 
p yr a mi d  or  t e m pl e w hi c h  w e  w er e  i n-
f or m e d w as  er e ct e d b y  t h e T olt e cs  at  
a m u c h  l at er d at e t h a n t h e t e m pl e 
er e ct e d i n h o n or of t h e “ W hit e  
B e ar d e d  G o d. ” O ur  t o uri n g p art y  
w e nt  t o t h e s o ut h e ast c or n er of t h e 
T olt e c  t e m pl e or  p yr a mi d,  a n d t h er e, 
arisi n g m aj esti c all y  o nl y a f e w f e et 
e ast of t h e p yr a mi d, st o o d a n ot h er  
t e m pl e w h os e  w est  f a c e w as  a d or n e d  
wit h  h e a ds  of  s er p e nts s urr o u n d e d b y  
r e pr es e nt ati o ns of  f e at h ers.

O ur  g ui d e  r e m ar k e d:

“ T his  is t h e f a m o us T e m pl e  of  
Q u et z al c o atl.  It w as  b uilt  b y  a n a n -
ci e nt  p e o pl e  c all e d b y  s o m e writ ers  t h e 
T e oti h u a c a n os  a n d  b y  ot h ers  t h e T ol -
t e cs. T his  t e m pl e w as  er e ct e d d uri n g  
t h e e arl y  C hristi a n  c e nt uri es, p er h a ps  
as e arl y as t h e s e v e nt h c e nt ur y A. D.  
Dr.  G e or g e  C.  V aill a nt,  dir e ct or of  
t h e U ni v ersit y  of P e n ns yl v a ni a  M u-

*l bi d., p. 1 5.

2 4 0  

s e u m, gi v es  t h e d at e  f or t h e b e gi n ni n g  
of t h e t e m pl e as 6 6 6 A. D.  V aill a nt  
p oi nts  o ut  t h at ‘T h e  F e at h er e d  S er p e nt  
is t h e d o mi n a nt d e c or ati v e m oti v e,  
a n d t h e gr e at  h e a ds  c ar v e d i n r u g g e d 
si m pli cit y pr oj e ct  fr o m t h e b al ustr a d e  
a n d  fr o m t h e f a ç a d es.’ T h es e  s er p e nts 
h e a ds,  as y o u  h a v e  o bs er v e d,  ar e s ur -
r o u n d e d wit h  w h at  r e pr es e nts q u et z al  
f e at h ers. B ot h  t h e s er p e nt h e a ds  a n d  
q u et z al  f e at h ers ar e s y m b ols of  Q u et -
z al c o atl, t h e ‘W hit e  B e ar d e d  G o d. ’ ” 9

W e  s o o n l e ar n e d t h at

Q u et z al c o atl,  t h e Pl u m e d  S er p e nt, m ost  
r e v er e d g o d,  w as  m or e  fr e q u e ntl y r e pr es e nt e d 
o n  p ott er y  a n d i n d e c or ati o n [ at T e oti h u a -
c a n] t h a n a n y ot h er  s u bj e ct. 1 0

B G e or g e  C.  V aill a nt,  T h e  Azt e cs  of M e xi c o  ( N e w
Y or k,  1 9 5 0), p p. 7 1, 7 9.

1 0 Ar c h a e ol o g y  i n M e xi c o  T o d a y,  o p. cit., p. 1 3.

T w o  “ Pl u m e d  S e r p e nts, ” s y m b ols of Q u et z al c o atl,  h e w n , o ut of st o n e. N ati o n al  
M us e u m,  M e xi c o  Cit y.

— P h ot o  b y  Ott o  D o n e

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A

S p e a ki n g  of  t h e T e m pl e  of  Q u et z al -
c o atl, ar c h a e ol o gi sts d e cl ar e  t h at

T his  is a r e pr es e nt ati o n of Q u et z al c o atl.  
. . . [ A n d i n a d diti o n t o t h e s er p e nt h e a ds  
a n d q u et z al f e at h ers] as pr o of t h at t his 
t e m pl e w as  er e ct e d  i n h o n or  of  t h e F e at h er e d  
S er p e nt,  w e  s e e o n t h e w all  a n e n or m o us  
s c ul pt ur e d s er p e nt, of  t h e r attl es n a k e s p e ci es, 
s y m b ol of  Q u et z al c o atl. 1 1

I c ar ef ull y  o bs er v e d  w h at  a p p e ar e d  
t o m e  at t h at ti m e t o b e gr ot es q u e  
s er p e nt h e a ds  wit h  m o ut hs  fill e d wit h  
l ar g e, hi d e o us t e et h. Si n c e  I w as  a  
m e m b er  of  t h e C h ur c h  of  J es us C hrist,  
I w as  q uit e  f a mili ar wit h  t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n ’s a c c o u nt  of  t h e a p p e ar a n c e  
of  J es us C hrist  t o t h e i n h a bit a nts of  
a n ci e nt A m eri c a  f oll o wi n g his r es ur-
r e cti o n; a n d I h a d  als o h e ar d  t h at h e

»I bi d., p. 1 5.  



had been identified with Quetzal-
coatl. As I looked at those hideous 
serpent heads I thought: “I see noth-
ing here that reminds me of the 
beautiful account in the Book of Mor-
mon of our Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ. These snake heads are re-
pulsive and ugly. They are pagan 
representations or idols.”

After returning to Utah from Teoti-
huacan, having had time to think 
more carefully, I realized that I had 
been looking through the eyes of a 
member of the true Church of Jesus 
Christ. My religious background had 
caused me to judge the symbols of 
Quetzalcoatl by the standard of the 
marvelous teachings of the Book of 
Mormon, the great revelations re-
garding Jesus recorded in the Doctrine 
and Covenants, and the astounding 
doctrines contained in the Pearl of 
Great Price and the Bible.

Since these standards were far 
superior and differed entirely from 
what I saw at Teotihuacan, my judg-
ment was faulty; and so I decided 
that I must study archaeology and 
Indian traditions in order that I might 
more aptly place myself in the posi-
tion of the pagan worshipers of 
Quetzalcoatl and thereby understand 

APRIL 1956

Quetzal bird — na-
tional bird of Guate-
mala and symbol of 
Quetzalcoatl.

the significance of serpents and quet-
zal feathers as symbols of Quetzalcoatl 
or Jesus Christ. This I immediately 
undertook.

Coati or horned ser-
pent head from stair-
case of the Temple of 
Quetzalcoatl at Teoti-
huacan.

—Photo by Otto Done

Thirteen years elapsed, and I made 
my second trip to Teotihuacan. This 
time I was accompanied by Presi-
dent and Sister Claudious Bowman, 
Jose Davila, and Sister Hunter. I also 
returned there the following year with 
a touring party. On each of these 
occasions we visited the famous Quet-
zalcoatl Temple and quadrangle.

I now possessed a background and 
viewpoint far different from the one 
I had had on my first trip. I saw 
much more and certainly had a 
clearer understanding than I had had 
on my first visit to the Temple of 
Quetzalcoatl. I felt that now, at least 
to a certain degree, I was able to 
think, feel, understand, and appre-
ciate as had the ancient builders of 
Teotihuacan.

The following discussion will por-
tray my transition of understanding 
and feelings during the past fifteen 
years.

By 400 A.D. the religion of the 
Nephites and Lamanites had de-
generated into pagan practices, and 
the former people as a nation had 
been exterminated in a terrible war 
fought on and near the Hill Cumorah. 
The survivors of that last war—some 
of whom were white in color and of 
Nephite stock and other bronze in 
color and of Lamanite lineage12— 
held sacred in their memories and

(Continued on page 282)
12Milton R. Hunter, “Archaeology and the Book 

of Mormon,” The  Improvem ent  Era  (Salt Lake City, 
1955), No. 7, vol. 58, p. 498.
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E ar n  m or e  f or y o ur  m o n e y  . . . 

a  f ull 4 %  wit h  c o m pl et e  s af et y

C hri st o p h er  C ol u m bi a  S a'f S.-

S a v e

E A R N

at  t hi s st at e  s u p er vi s e d  i n stit u-
S T A T E

S U P E R VI S E D

E L B E R T  R.  

C U R TI S

Pr e si d e nt

ti a n. S a v e  b y  m ail.  O p e n  a n  

a c c o u nt  b y  writi n g  n o w.

S A VI N G S  A N D  L O A N  A S S N.  

1 0 5 6  E A S T  2 1 S T  S O U T H  S T.  
S A L T  L A K E  CI T Y  6,  U T A H

HI B A N Q U E T M A S T E R ”
T H E  N E W!  A L L- N E W  1 9 5 5  M O D E L  

F O L DI N G  T A B L E

D e si g n e d  f or t o d a y' s b e a utif ul
• C h ur c h e s  • S c h o ol s
• C af e s  • Pri v at e  H o m e s

C o m p ar e  " B a n q u et m a st er " t a bl e s f or 
b e a ut y,  q u alit y  a n d pri c e  wit h  a n y  
t a bl e m a d e  i n t h e n ati o n. Dir e ct  f a c-
t or y di s c o u nt s  t o C h ur c h e s,  s c h o ol s,  
a n d  all  i n stit uti o n s.
F or  f ull d e s cri pti o n  pri c e s  a n d  g u ar -
a nt e e  writ e  . . .

D.  H.  L o o sli  C o.,  I n c.
I d a h o F all s,  I d a h o

P R E SI D E N T  M c K A Y  H O N O R E D  F O R 5 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R VI C E
( C o n cl u d e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)  

a n d  d esi g n at e d  t h e sit e f or t h e t e m pl e 
i n N e w  Z e al a n d.

It w o ul d  b e  diffi c ult  i n d e e d t o fi n d 
a s u bj e ct t h at Pr esi d e nt  M c K a y  h as  
n ot e x c ell e d i n, a n d m a n y  v ol u m es  
c o ul d b e  writt e n  d et aili n g  his  c o ntri -
b uti o ns  t o t h e C h ur c h.

H e  h as  s p e nt a f ull lif eti m e of a c -
ti vit y a n d  l o v e i n t h e S u n d a y  S c h o ols.  
At  t h e ti m e of  his  c all t o t h e A p ostl e -
s hi p i n A pril  1 9 0 6,  h e  w as  s er vi n g as  
assist a nt s u p eri nt e n d e nt of t h e S u n -
d a y S c h o ols of t h e W e b er  ( Ut a h) 
St a k e. I n O ct o b er  1 9 0 6  h e  w as  s us-
t ai n e d as s e c o n d assist a nt g e n er al  
s u p eri nt e n d e nt of  t h e S u n d a y  S c h o ols;  
i n A pril  1 9 0 9 h e  w as  c all e d as first 
assist a nt g e n er al  s u p eri nt e n d e nt; a n d  
i n N o v e m b er  1 9 1 8,  h e  w as  s ust ai n e d  
as g e n er al  s u p eri nt e n d e nt of  t his or -
g a ni z ati o n. H e  w as  g e n er al  s u p eri n -
t e n d e nt u ntil  h e  w as  s ust ai n e d as a  
m e m b er  of t h e First  Pr esi d e n c y  i n 
O ct o b er  1 9 3 4.

Of  Pr esi d e nt D a vi d  O.  M c K a y,  
Pr esi d e nt  J os e p h Fi el di n g  S mit h  h as  
writt e n:

H e  n e v er  c o m pr o mis es wit h  e vil; his  s o ul 
is u pri g ht;  a n d h e  h as  t hr o u g h his  ki n d n ess  
a n d d e v oti o n  o bt ai n e d  t h e u ni v ers al  l o v e of  
t h e p e o pl e. ( T h e D es er et  N e ws  “ C h ur c h  
S e cti o n, ” S e pt e m b er  5, 1 9 5 1.)

T h e  C h ur c h  of  J es us C hrist  of  L at -
t er- d a y S ai nts  h as al w a ys pi o n e er e d  
i n m a ki n g  its m e eti n g  pl a c es s o m e-
t hi n g m or e  t h a n j ust pr e a c hi n g  h alls,  
b ut  as o n e  l o o ks b a c k  o v er t h e s p a n  
of Pr esi d e nt M c K a y ’s mi nistr y — t o 
1 9 0 6, w h e n  cl ass es of t h e a u xili ar y  
or g a ni z ati o ns m et  i n c or n ers of t h e 
c h a p els (s o m eti m es c urt ai ns w er e  
dr a w n  t o s e p ar at e o n e  cl ass fr o m a n -
ot h er)  or  i n di n g y  cl assr o o m  s p a c e i n 
t h e b as e m e nts; a n d c o m p ar e it wit h  
t h e w ell-li g ht e d  cl assr o o ms a n d t h e 
vis u al ai ds t h at ar e a v ail a bl e n o w,  
o n e m ust  s ur el y e x cl ai m, “ W h at  a  
diff er e n c e! ” Still  t h e m ost  eff e cti v e  
t e a c hi n g t o ol a v ail a bl e  t o t h e C h ur c h  
i n 1 9 5 6  as it w as  i n 1 9 0 6  is t h e c o n -
sist e nt lif e of  a  f ait hf ul m e m b er.  T h at  
is t h e gift  t h at Pr esi d e nt  M c K a y  h as  
gi v e n  t o t h e C h ur c h  d uri n g  all  of  his  
e v e ntf ul offi ci al mi nistr y.

A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  R O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 2 4 1)  

tr a diti o ns t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e gr e at -
est e v e nt t h at e v er o c c urr e d  i n a n -
ci e nt A m eri c a,  n a m el y,  t h e visit ati o n  
of  J es us C hrist,  t h e r es urr e ct e d L or d,  
t o t h eir pr o g e nit ors i n t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  d a ys. Alt h o u g h  a u ni v ers al  
a p ost as y pr e v ail e d, t h e t e a c hi n gs 
r e c ei v e d dir e ctl y fr o m t h e M ast er  
h a vi n g  b e e n a d ult er at e d, y et c ert ai n

m o m e nt o us  e v e nts h a d  m a d e  a n  e v er -
l asti n g i m pr essi o n o n  t h e i n h a bit a nts 
of a n ci e nt A m eri c a.  T h e  gr e at est  of  
t h es e w as  t h e a p p e ar a n c e of J es us 
C hrist  t o t h e i n h a bit a nts of  t h e W est -
er n H e mis p h er e,  as w as  e x pl ai n e d i n 
t h e t hr e e pr e vi o us arti cl es of t his 
s eri es i n t h e E r a .

( T o b e c o nti n u e d)

E Z R A  T A F T  B E N S O N

I

I N U S E  f o r S E V E N T Y- FI V E  Y E A R S
Ai ds  i n tr e at m e nt of  C a n k er,  si m pl e 
s or e t hr o at a n d ot h er  mi n or  m o ut h  
a n d  t hr o at irrit ati o ns.

H A L L S  R E M E D Y
S alt  L a k e  Cit y,  Ut a h

J O H N S O N  &  J O H N S O N

L. D. S.  G e n e al o gi c al  R e s e ar c h

S p e ci ali zi n g  i n 
U. S.  C e n s u s  R e c or d s  a n d  

P e n si o n  R e c or d s

B o x  3 1 8 8 — W a s hi n gt o n  9,  D.  C.

2 8 2

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 2 7 1)  

t h e g o v er n m e nt. El d er  B e ns o n  s o u g ht  
a n a p p oi nt m e nt wit h  t h e g e n er al  i n 
c h ar g e a n d w as  fl atl y r ef us e d. T h e  
pli g ht  of  t h e p e o pl e  w as  s o d es p er at e  
t h at h e r ef us e d t o t a k e n o f or a n  
a ns w er. H e  t ur n e d t o t h e L or d  f or 
h el p  t hr o u g h f asti n g a n d  pr a y er.  “ B e -
f or e l o n g,” h e t ells us, “ a s pirit of  
ass ur a n c e r e pl a c e d m y  tr o u bl e d a n x -
i et y. ‘T h e  L or d, ’ I t h o u g ht, ‘is s h ar -
i n g his str e n gt h wit h  m e. ’ A n  i m-
p elli n g f or c e ur g e d m e  t o s e e k  
a n ot h er a u di e n c e wit h  t h e g e n er al.

“ I a p pr o a c h e d t h e g e n er al ’s a dj u -
t a nt wit h  a n e w  s ur g e of  c o nfi d e n c e.  
Mi n ut es  l at er I w as  gr a nt e d  a n a u di -
e n c e. T h e  g e n er al  h e ar d  m e  t hr o u g h 
a n d gr a ci o usl y a c c e d e d t o o ur r e-
q u est. ”

Di vi n e  assist a n c e  w as  als o  n e c ess ar y  
t o g et  hi m  i nt o P ol a n d.

I n Fi nl a n d,  El d er  B e ns o n  s el e ct e d 
a n a p pr o pri at e s p ot a n d d e di c at e d  
t h at l a n d t o t h e pr e a c hi n g of t h e 
g os p el.*  M e a n w hil e  i n S alt L a k e  
Sist er  B e ns o n  c o nti n u e d, as us u al,  t o 
t a k e t h e m aj or  r es p o nsi bilit y i n r e ar-
i n g t h e f a mil y. Alt h o u g h  s h e miss e d  
hi m gr e atl y, h er pl u c k y s pirit a n d  
d esir e  t o h a v e  hi m  s h ar e his  ti m e i n 
s er vi c e t o ot h ers w as  a r e al i ns pir a-
ti o n t o m a n y  w h o  r e ali z e d t h at al -
r e a d y his  c h ur c h a n d b usi n ess  tr a v els 
h a d  t a k e n hi m  a w a y  fr o m h o m e  a b o ut  
h alf  of t h eir m arri e d  lif e.

* T his w as  a r e d e di c ati o n of t h at l a n d. El d er  Fr a n -
cis M.  L y m a n  of t h e C o u n cil  of t h e T w el v e,  t h e n 
s er vi n g as pr esi d e nt of t h e E ur o p e a n  Missi o n,  d e di -
c at e d Fi nl a n d  i n A u g ust  1 9 0 3. ( S e e T h e  Im pr o v e m e nt  
E r a , 6: 9 2 3.)

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A




