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Louisa Blue, a white, full-blooded Catawba Indian, with her daughter-in- 
law, Sister Arnold Blue. Louisa is wife of the Catawba chief.

Archa eolo gy  
and the BOOK OF MORMON

I
N THE LAST issue of THE IMPROVE-

MENT Era  (August, 1955), White

Indians were discussed, showing 
that the first white men who con-
tacted various Indian tribes reported 
the discovery of certain numbers of 
white Indians among their darker- 
skinned contemporaries. The writer 
concluded that the Nephites of Book 
of Mormon days could have been at 
least partially responsible for the 
white Indians and that the Lamanites 
of the same historical period consti-
tuted the primary progenitors of the 
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PartV
White Indians—continued

red, bronze, or darker-colored In-
dians.

This article will present consider-
ably more evidence, showing that “in 
many parts of the New World there 
are white Indians. . .

Paul Herrmann, a German scholar, 
described the famous Dona Marina, 
who for many years was Fernando 
Cortes’ “. . . truest comrade and the 
only trustworthy companion of his 
triumphant life,”1 2 as “. . . a light-

1PauI Herrmann, Conquest by Man (New York, 
1954), p. 175.

2Zhid„ p. 167.

skinned princess exiled by Monte-
zuma, a member of the imperial 
house.”3 The same author wrote:

The white Indians of Venezuela, who still 
exist, are mentioned in the chronicles of 
the Spanish conquerors, and the Boroanos 
Indians on the Rio Imperial of Chile were 
known to the conquistadores as “white In-
dians.”4

Francisco Pizarro and those who as-
sisted him in the conquest of Peru 
were surprised to find that many of 
the Indians of that land, especially 
those of the ruling class, were white 
and remarkably beautiful. In speak-
ing of the Spanish conquistadores, 
Herrmann wrote:

. . . They were most deeply impressed, 
however, by the large number of fair and 
white-skinned people they met amongst the 
Inca Ayllus, the Peruvian aristocracy. In 
particular, the coyas, the ladies of the great 
Inca families, seem in many cases to have 
looked exactly like European women. 
Pedro Pizarro, a cousin of the conqueror 
of Peru, writes of them with positive con-
sternation in his Story of the Discovery and 
Conquest of Peru. These princesses were 
neat and clean, stately, and beautiful to be-
hold, he reports. They considered them-
selves well-formed, and were so in fact. 
“These people are corn-blond,” continues 
Pizarro. “Some of the ladies and gentlemen 
were actually whiter than Spaniards. I saw 
one woman with her child here of a white-
ness such as is seldom seen. The Indians 
believe such people to be children of the 
idolos, the gods.”5

When one recalls the splendor of 
the nobility of the Spanish court at 
the time of Charles V and Philip II 
and the ideals of beauty as depicted 
in Spanish paintings of that period, 
it is evident that Pedro Pizarro’s con-
ception of beauty would differ little 
if any from ours.

... At all events, the haughty grandees of 
Castile, so proud of their noble birth, mar-
ried the blond Inca princesses in large num-
bers, regarding them as their equals in birth 
and presenting them to their Spanish Majes-
ties at court in Madrid. Two generations 
later, in 1603, a petition for tax relief signed 
by 567 representatives of old Inca families 
was presented to the crown of Spain. This 
speaks volumes—and in favor of Pedro 
Pizarro.®

The Catholic missionaries who vis-
ited Peru during the colonial period 
were amazed at the many similarities 
of the Indians’ religious beliefs and 
Christianity; for example, they found 
symbols of the Trinity before Peru-
vian altars, a rainbow legend, and a

»Ibid., p. 166.
*Ibid., p. 175.
»Ibid., p. 184.
»Ibid., p. 183.
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flood story.7 * Paul Herrmann con-
cludes that the latter two “. . . might 
have come straight from the Book of 
Genesis.”s They probably did, but 
not directly through the Spanish 
Catholic missionaries. Their origin 
would date back probably more than 
a thousand years prior to the dis-
covery of America. When one recalls 
the fact that the Nephites—the an-
cestors of the white Indians of Peru— 
possessed the Brass Plates which con-
tained Genesis and the other Old 
Testament books to and including part 
of Jeremiah’s writings,9 as well as the 
gospel of Jesus Christ which they had 
received directly from the lips of the 
resurrected Savior,10 * it is easy to ac-
count for the fact that even before 
Catholic missionaries had influenced 
their thinking, the Indians of Peru 
possessed religious teachings which 
reminded the padres of similar doc-
trine found in the Bible.

Not only did the historians and 
Spanish missionaries report discoveries 
of white Indians in Peru and other 
South American countries, but also 
Catholic missionaries and explorers of 
the colonial period noted in their 
journals that they, too, had visited 
white Indians in Central and North 
America; for example, the eminent 
Parde Bernardino de Sahagun, born 
in Spain (1499) and a missionary in 
Mexico among the Indians from 1529 
to 1590, wrote an important and 
scholarly work entitled History of the 
Things of New Spain, which is ac-
credited as being among the most re-
liable and comprehensive reports 
concerning the ancients of Middle 
America. He described the Huastecas 
(Guastecas), a Maya-speaking peo-
ple who lived on the lowlands of 
northern Vera Cruz and the adjacent 
foothills of San Luis Potosi, as a 
white people. To quote:

All of them, men and women, are white 
and of good and well-porportioned faces 
and good features; their language is very 
different from the others [of the central 
mesa and northern gulf-coast of Mexico], 
. . . And they are very expert and good 
officers of song; they dance gracefully and 
with beautiful movements.

These lived in good breeding, because the 
men wore good clothes and mantles; they 
wear shoes, jewels and beads around the 
neck and feathers and they have fans and 
amulets and they are curiously shaved. They 
look at themselves in mirrors and their 
women put on painted and elegant skirts 
and blouses. They are polished and expert

Hbid., pp. 184-187.
Hbid., p. 186.
«1 Nephi 5:10-14.
103 Nephi, Chapters 11-28.
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in everything because they said they were 
Guastecas; . . .u

It is apparent from Padre Sahagun’s 
description that these white Indians 
retained many of the characteristics 
of their ancestors—the Nephites— 
who were throughout most of their 
history “. . . white, and exceedingly 
fair and delightsome,”12 being a su-
perior, intelligent, industrious, moral, 
and god-fearing people;13 while their 
darker-skinned brethren—the La-
manites—“were ... an idle people, 
full of mischief and subtlety,”14 “. . . 
wild and ferocious, and a blood-
thirsty people, full of idolatry and 
filthiness,”15 delighting in wars and 
bloodshed, and during much of their 
history of Book of Mormon days, hav-

Chief S. T. Blue and his wife, Louisa.

ing a burning hatred against the 
Nephites.16

In 1696-1697 A.D. Padre Andres de 
Avendano y Loyola, a noble Catholic 
priest, visited a surviving remnant of 
the former inhabitants of Chichen 
Itza at Tayasal, on an island in the 
Lake Peten, Guatemala. He described 
the skin color of those people as fol-
lows:

These Ytzeas are well-featured and, like 
mestizoes, nearly all of a light complexion 
and of very perfect stature, and of natural 
gifts.17

Not only were white Indians found 
south of the Rio Grande, but various 
“Sahagun, “H istoria de las Cosas de' Nueva Espana,”

Libro Novena, Capitula 29, Sec. 7, cited in Milton R.
Hunter and Thomas Stuart Ferguson, Ancient America
and the Book of Mormon (Oakland, Calif., 1950),
p. 247.

“2 Nephi 5:21.
i3Ibid„ 5:9-20.
uIbid„ 5:24.
lsEnos 1:20.
16Jacob 7:24.
“Andres de Avendano y Loyola, Relation de las

dos Entradas que hize a Peten Ytza (1697), Eng. tr.
by Philip Ainsworth Means, cited in Means, History
of the Conquest of Yucatan and of the Itzas (New 
York, 1917), p. 22.

groups have been encountered north 
of the Mexican border also; for ex-
ample, the early explorers who came 
by sea to the northwestern coast of 
North America described in their 
journals the skin color of many of the 
Indians whom they visited as being 
as white as the skin color of the 
average native of Europe. Since many 
of the present day Indians have mix-
tures of white blood, it is a signifi-
cant fact that these early voyagers—• 
like the explorers of Mexico and Cen- . 
tral America—saw many Indian tribes -i 
before they had opportunity to inter-
marry with white people from the,Old 
World. Captain James Cook, the t 
European discoverer in 1784 of ■ 
the Nootka Indians who lived on the 
ocean side of Vancouver Island, re- 
corded in his Journal regarding the r' 
natives who were not covered with 
red paint that

. . . the whiteness of their skin appeared 
almost equal to that of Europeans; though 
rather of that pale effete cast which dis-
tinguished those of our southern nations. 
The children whose skins had never been 
stained with paint, also equalled ours in 
whiteness.18 *

Later in his journal, Captain Cook 
described the Indian tribes which he 
met in Prince William’s Sound, 
Alaska, as follows:

The complexion of some of the women and 
some of the children is white, but without 
any mixture of red.10

Captain G. Dixon visited the north-
western Pacific Coast (1785-1788) 
and made the following statement re-
garding the Indians:

In regards to their complexion, it is not 
easy to determine what cast that is; but if 
I may judge from the few people I saw 
tolerably clean, these Indians are very little 
darker than the Europeans in general.20

In 1798, Captain George Van- ' 
couver, in whose honor the principal M 
island has been named, described as 1 
follows the Indians he saw along the 
Burke Channel in the heart of the 
northwestern coast:

The prominence of their countenances and 
the regularity of their features resembled the . 
northern Europeans. [If it were not for all ■ 
the oil and paint] . . . there is great reason 
to believe that their colour would have 
differed but little from such of the laboring

, (Continued on page 654)
18James Cook, A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean (Lon-

don, 1784), vol. 2, p. 303.
™Ibid„ p. 367.,
20G. Dixon, A'AAoyaze Round the World, but more 

Particularly -icY-the North West Coast of America 
Performed in 1785-88 (London, 1789), p. 238.
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A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 6 3 9)  

E ur o p e a ns,  as ar e c o nst a ntl y e x p os e d t o t h e 
i n cl e m e n c y a n d alt er ati o ns of  t h e w e at h er. 2 1

R e g ar di n g  t h e H ai d a  I n di a ns of  
Q u e e n  C h arl ott e Isl a n d, H u b ert  
H o w e  B a n cr oft  i n 1 8 7 5  r e p ort e d t h at 
“ T h e  f e w w h o  h a v e  s e e n t h eir f a c es 
fr e e fr o m p ai nt  pr o n o u n c e  t h eir c o m -
pl e xi o n  li g ht. . . .” 2 2 B a n cr oft  t h e n 
q u ot e d P o ol e,  w h o  cl ai m e d t h at h e  
o bs er v e d  t h at t h eir s ki n w as  “ n e arl y  
as w hit e  as o urs, ” 2 3 a n d  B e n d el,  w h o  
h el d  it t o b e  “ of  a r e m ar k a bl e li g ht 
c ol or. ” 2 4 Gil b ert  M al c ol m  S pr o at  
m ai nt ai n e d  t h at “ T h eir  y o u n g  w o m -
e n ’s s ki ns ar e as cl e ar a n d w hit e  as  
t h os e of E n glis h w o m e n ? ’2 5 H or ati o  
H al e  f o u n d s o m e of  t h os e c o ast al is-
l a n d ers “ f air i n c o m pl e xi o n, s o m e-
ti m es wit h  r u d d y c h e e ks. ” 2 6  2 7 S p e a ki n g  
of  t h e H ai d as,  Ni bl a c k  ( 1 8 8 8) wr ot e:

I n c o m pl e xi o n b ot h  s e x es ar e s ur prisi n gl y  
li g ht c ol or e d. T his  is i n n o w a y  d u e t o 
i nt er mi xt ur e wit h  w hit es.  . . . T h e  H ai d as  
ar e m ar k e dl y  f air er s ki n n e d t h a n t h e 
ot h ers,  . .

Or di n aril y  t h e h air  of  t h e A m eri c a n  
I n di a n is str ai g ht, c o ars e, a n d bl a c k,  
b ut  it h as  b e e n  o bs er v e d b y  v ari o us  
writ ers  t h at t h e w hit e  I n di a ns’ h air  
oftti m es  di v er g es  fr o m t h e n or m,  b e -
i n g s oft a n d  w a v y,  a n d  s o m eti m es a u -
b ur n a n d br o w n i n c ol or. 2 8 A.  C. 
H a d d o n  p oi nt e d  o ut  t h at t h e h air  of  
t h e n ort h w est er n  I n di a ns “ . . . is fr e-
q u e ntl y  sli g htl y w a v y  a n d br o w nis h  
. . . t h er e ar e a f e w tri b es a m o n g  
w h o m  r e d h air  a n d a n al m ost w hit e  
c o m pl e xi o n o c c ur. ” 2 9 A c c or di n g  t o 
T h or  H e y er d a hl,  Gil b ert  M.  S pr o at  
d es cri b e d

... a l o c al I n di a n w o m a n  w h o  h a d  
“ c url y,  or  r at h er w a v y,  br o w n  h air, ” p oi nt e d  
o ut  t h at: “ N o w  a n d t h e n, b ut  r ar el y, a li g ht-
h air e d n ati v e is s e e n” ; . . . a n d S util y 
M e xi c a n a,  w h o  d e cl ar e d t h at t h e h air of  
t h es e a b ori gi n als “ v ari e d  i n c ol o ur b et w e e n  
r e d dis h, d ar k, a u b ur n, a n d bl a c k. ” 3 0

W hit e  I n di a ns h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d i n 
ot h er p arts  of  t h e U nit e d  St at es,  as  
w ell  as o n t h e n ort h w est er n P a cifi c  

“ G e or g e  V a n c o u v er,  A  V o y a g e  of Dis c o v er y  t o t h e 
N ort h  P a cifi c  O c e a n  a n d  Ar o u n d  t h e W orl d  ( L o n d o n, 
1 7 9 8), v ol. 2, p. 2 6 2.

2 2 H u b ert  H o w e  B a n cr oft,  N ati v e  R a c es  of t h e P a cifi c  
St at es ( N e w Y or k,  1 8 7 5), v ol. 1, p. 1 5 7.
“ Fr a n cis  P o ol e, Q u e e n  C h arl ott e  Isl a n ds ( L o n d o n, 

1 8 7 2), cit e d i n I d e m.
“ B e n d el,  cit e d i n I d e m.
2 5 Gil b ert  M al c ol m  S pr o at, S c e n es a n d St u di es of  

S a v a g e Lif e  ( L o n d o n. 1 8 6 8), p. 2 4.
“ H or ati o  H al e,  Et h n o gr a p h y  a n d P hil ol o g y  ( P hil a- ’ 

d el p hi a, 1 8 4 6), cit e d i n B a n cr oft,  o p. cit., p. 1 5 7.
2 7 Ni bl a c k,  cit e d i n T h or  H e y er d a hl,  A m eri c a n  I n-

di a ns of  t h e P a cifi c  ( N e w Y or k,  1 9 5 2), p. 8 3.
“ B a n cr oft,  o p. cit., p. 1 5 7.
2 9 A.  C.  H a d d o n,  T h e  R a c es  of M a n  a n d t h e Dis -

tri b uti o n ( N e w Y or k,  1 9 2 4), p p. 3 3, 1 2 8.
“ S pr o at, cit e d i n H e y er d a hl,  o p. cit., p. 8 5.

6 5 4

c o ast  r e gi o n. T h e  b est  e x a m pl e  is t h e 
M a n d a n  I n di a ns w h o  d uri n g t h e 
c ol o ni al p eri o d  i n h a bit e d t h e w h ol e  
ar e a of  t h e st at es of  N ort h  a n d S o ut h  
D a k ot a,  Wis c o nsi n,  a n d Mi n n es ot a.  
W hit e  f ar m ers di d  n ot  s ettl e t his dis -
tri ct u ntil  t h e mi d dl e  of  l ast c e nt ur y,  
“ s h ortl y aft er t h e M a n d a n  h a d  b e e n  
wi p e d  o ut  b y  a  s m all- p o x e pi d e mi c. ” 3 1  * 
W h e n  t h e w hit es  first dis c o v er e d  t h e 
M a n d a n  I n di a ns, a c c or di n g t o P a ul  
H err m a n n,

. . . A b o ut  a fift h of  t his str a n g e p e o pl e  
w er e  w hit e-s ki n n e d  a n d bl u e- e y e d. F air  
h air w as  als o n ot i nfr e q u e nt, a n d t h e 
p h ysi o g n o m y of all M a n d a n  w as  e ntir el y  
diff er e nt  fr o m t h at of  t h e us u al  I n di a n t y p e.3 3

E arl y  d uri n g  t h e s e v e nt e e nt h c e n -
t ur y r u m ors of a tri b e of  w hit e  I n-
di a ns (t h e M a n d a ns),  w h o  li v e d 
m a n y  mil es  a w a y i n t h e w est er n  
wil d er n ess,  r e a c h e d t h e Atl a nti c  s e a-
b o ar d  e x pl or ers; f or e x a m pl e, as e arl y  
as 1 6 1 5 F at h er  C h a m pl ai n  wr ot e  i n 
his  j o ur n al a b o ut t h e m. L at er  J e a n  
Ni c ol et  e x p e ct e d t o fi n d w hit e  I n-
di a ns o n his tri p w est w ar d. B ut  
pr o b a bl y  t h e first w hit e  m a n  a ct u all y  
t o s e e t h e m w as  d e  l a V er a n dr y e,  a  
Fr e n c h  C a n a di a n  f ur tr a d er a n d e x -
pl or er. H e  visit e d t h e M a n d a n  I n-
di a ns  i n 1 7 3 8,  a n d  b e c a m e  i nti m at el y 
a c q u ai nt e d  wit h  t h e m. T his  p ers o n al  
c o nt a ct m a k es  his r e p ort hist ori c all y  
v al u a bl e. V er a n dr y e  st at es i n his  
di ar y:

. . . T his  tri b e is p artl y  w hit e  a n d p artl y  
r e d-s ki n n e d. T h e  w o m e n  ar e e xtr e m el y  
b e a utif ul, es p e ci all y t h os e w h o  ar e w hit e,

“ H err m a n n,  o p. cit., p. 1 7 5.  
« ‘I bi d.. p. 1 7 6.

D E S E R T  S Y M P H O N Y

B y  L e o n a  B a m m es  G ar d n er

G
r a y  r o c ks k e e pi n g t h eir sil e nt w at c h.  
Gr a y  s a n d

W hi p p e d  b y t h e d ust- gr a y wi n d. J os h u a 
tr e es

Lifti n g  t h eir h air y  ar ms i n t h e t orri d br e e z e.  
Gr a y  cl o u d s a b o v e gr a y hills; a d es ol at e  

l a n d

W h er e  s m all gr a y s n a k es u n d er c o ol gr a y  
st o n es wit hst a n d

T h e  blist eri n g  h e at; a n d l yi n g i n t h e s u n, 
Gr a y  li z ar ds bli n k, t h e n s e e k o bli vi o n  
B e n e at h gr a y b us h es, b y gr a y r a b bits 

s c a n n e d.

B ut  w h e n  t h e s u n t o u c h es t h e w est er n  hills,  
S uff us e d  wit h  p e a c h  a n d g ol d, a c ott o n b oll  
Of  cl o u ds mirr ors  a r ai n b o w. Y u c c a  s pills 
Fr a gr a n c e  fr o m cr e a m y s pi k es. A n  a ur e ol e  
Of  pi n k  a n d c o p p er ri n gs t h e c a ct us q uills  
A n d  wr a ps  t h e r a g g e d r o c ks i n a p ur pl e  

st ol e.  

s o m e of  w h o m  h a v e  l o v el y f air h air. B ot h  
m e n  a n d w o m e n  ar e v er y i n d ustri o us a n d  
w or k  wit h  a will.  T h eir  l o d g es ar e bi g  a n d  
s p a ci o us; t h e y ar e di vi d e d i nt o s e v er al  
r o o ms b y p artiti o ns of t hi c k pl a n ks. . . . 
T h e  m e n  ar e t all, str o n g a n d c o ur a g e o us.  
T h e y  ar e v er y  a cti v e, a n d of g o o d a p p e ar -
a n c e wit h  pl e as a nt  f e at ur es. T h eir  w o m e n  
d o  n ot  l o o k i n t h e l e ast I n di a n.3 3

At  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  t h e ni n et e e nt h  
c e nt ur y,  a n  A m eri c a n,  G e or g e  C atli n,  
s p e nt c o nsi d er a bl e ti m e w a n d eri n g  
a m o n g t h es e I n di a ns a n d st u d yi n g  
t h e m. H e  wr ot e:

T h e  M a n d a ns  ar e c ert ai nl y a v er y  i nt er-
esti n g  a n d pl e asi n g  p e o pl e  i n t h eir p ers o n al  
a p p e ar a n c e a n d m a n n ers;  diff eri n g  i n m a n y  
r es p e cts, b ot h i n l o o ks a n d c ust o ms, fr o m 
all ot h er  tri b es w hi c h  I h a v e  s e e n. . . .

. . . a n d s o f or ci bl y h a v e I b e e n str u c k  
wit h  t h e p e c uli ar  e as e a n d el e g a n c e of  t h es e 
p e o pl e, t o g et h er wit h  t h e di v ersit y of c o m -
pl e xi o ns, t h e v ari o us c ol o urs of t h eir h air  
a n d e y es; t h e si n g ul arit y of  t h eir l a n g u a g e, 
a n d t h eir p e c uli ar a n d u n a c c o u nt a bl e c us -
t o ms, t h at I a m f ull y c o n vi n c e d t h at t h e y 
h a v e s pr u n g fr o m s o m e ot h er ori gi n t h a n 
t h at of  t h e ot h er  N ort h  A m eri c a n  tri b es, . . .

A  str a n g er i n t h e M a n d a n  vill a g e  is first 
str u c k b y t h e diff er e nt s h a d es of c o m -
pl e xi o n,  a n d v ari o us c ol o urs of h air  w hi c h  
h e  s e es cr o w d a b o ut hi m;  a n d h e  is at o n c e  
al m ost dis p os e d t o e x cl ai m t h at “ t h es e ar e  
n ot I n di a ns.”

T h er e  ar e a gr e at m a n y  of t h es e p e o pl e  
w h os e  c o m pl e xi o ns a p p e ar as li g ht as h alf  
br e e ds; a n d a m o n gst t h e w o m e n  p arti c u -
l arl y, t h er e ar e m a n y  w h os e  s ki ns ar e al -
m ost  w hit e,  wit h  t h e m ost  pl e asi n g  s y m m etr y 
a n d pr o p orti o n  of  f e at ur es; wit h  h a z el,  wit h  
gr e y, a n d wit h  bl u e e y es — wit h  mil d n ess  
a n d s w e et n ess of e x pr essi o n, a n d e x c essi v e  
m o d est y  of  d e m e a n o ur, w hi c h  r e n d er t h e m 
e x c e e di n gl y pl e asi n g  a n d b e a utif ul. 3 4

Writ ers  h a v e  s p e c ul at e d r e g ar di n g 
t h e ori gi n  of  t h e w hit e  M a n d a n  I n-
di a ns. C atli n  s u g g est e d “ t h at t h e 
M a n d a n  mi g ht  b e  d es c e n d e d  fr o m t h e 
W els h  ki n g, M a d o c,  . . .” 3 5 S o m e  
writ ers  h a v e s u g g est e d Iris h s ettl ers  
w hil e  ot h ers h a v e f elt t h at t h e 
S c a n di n a vi a n  Vi ki n gs  w er e  r es p o nsi-
bl e f or t h e w hit e  bl o o d a m o n g t h e 
M a n d a n  I n di a ns. It m a y  b e  tr u e t h at 
o c c asi o n all y gr o u ps of E ur o p e a ns  
c a m e t o A m eri c a  a n d i nt er m arri e d 
wit h  t h e M a n d a n  I n di a ns, b ut  P a ul  
H err m a n n  d o u bts t h at t h er e w o ul d  
h a v e b e e n a s uffi ci e nt n u m b er of  
W els h,  Iris h, or  Vi ki n gs,  s ettl e i n t his 
l a n d, a c c or di n g t o a v ail a bl e i nf or m a-
ti o n, t o c o m pl et el y a c c o u nt f or t h e 
w hit e  bl o o d i n t h e M a n d a ns.  T o  
q u ot e  H err m a n n:

. . . a n d f urt h er m or e, o nl y  a h a n df ul  of  
m e n,  w h os e  bi ol o gi c al f or c e c a n n ot h a v e

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  6 5 6)

“ V er a n dr y e,  cit e d i n i bi d., p. 1 7 7.
3 ' G e or g e C atli n,  T h e  N ort h  A m eri c a n  I n di a ns . . . 

writt e n  d uri n g ei g ht y e ars tr a v el a m o n gst t h e wil d est  
tri b es of  I n di a ns i n N ort h  A m eri c a,  1 8 3 2- 1 8 3 9 ( E di n-
b ur g h, 1 9 2 6), cit e d i n H err m a n n,  o p. cit., p. 1 7 6.

^I bi d., p. 1 7 9.

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N

D A Y N E S
M U SI C  C O M P A N Y

H A S  M O V E D

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 6 5 4)  

s uffi c e d t o E ur o p e a ni z e  a  w h ol e  I n di a n tri b e. 
B ut  t h e cl e ar tr a c es of E ur o p e a n  [ w hit e] 
bl o o d w hi c h  t h e M a n d a n  ar e s ai d t o h a v e,  
e x hi bit e d i n 1 7 5 0  c a n n ot  h a v e  b e e n  t h e o ut -
c o m e of a r el ati v el y fl e eti n g c o nt a ct wit h  
t h e w hit e  m e n;  t h e y m ust  h a v e  s pr u n g fr o m 
s o m e m u c h  m or e  pr of o u n d i nt er mi n gli n g. 
W h at  gr e at  a d v e nt ur e, w h at  tr a g e d y li es b e -

hi n d  t his str a n g e a n d n o w  v a nis hi n g  tri b e ? 
W e  d o  n ot  k n o w. 3 8

If H err m a n n ’s c o n cl usi o ns ar e c or -
r e ct, o n e n e e ds  t o l o o k els e w h er e t o 
fi n d t h e c a us e of  t h e w hit e  M a n d a n

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  6 5 8)

3 8 H err m a n n,  o p. cit., p. 1 7 9.

T O

1 5  E a st  1 st  S o ut h

W e  I n vit e Y o u  T o  
Vi sit  t h e N e w  D A Y N E S,

S alt  L a k e' s  N e w e st,  M o st  M o d -
er n,  Attr a cti v e,  a n d  C o n v e ni e nt  

M u si c  St or e

^ Jli o b L i n cfr b dr e ól a/li at  êi L erti ÿ  l ó . . .

Ri c h ar d  L.  Er a m

C O M E  I N A N D  S E E  T H E  I N T E R-
M O U N T AI N  A R E A S  M O S T  
C O M P L E T E  S T O C K  O F  . . .

L E S T E R

C a pit al  
C or al

M. G. M.

D e c c a  
M er c ur y  
L o n d o n

PI A N O S

S T EI N W A Y

C O N N  O R G A N S  

R E C O R D S  

A n g el
Vi ct or  

C ol u m bi a
R C A  Vi ct or  C ol u m bi a

A  C o m pl et e  Hi- Fi  D e pt.

• M U SI C A L  I N S T R U M E N T S

M arti n  P e dl er  H olt o n
Gr et s c h  G uit ar s

• S H E E T  M U SI C  a n d  all  
M U SI C A L  A C C E S S O RI E S

" W e d e al  o nl y  i n m er c h a n di s e  
of  pr o v e n  q u alit y  . . . st a n d  
b a c k  of  e v er yt hi n g  w e  s ell  . . . 
stri v e  t o s ell at  a  f air pri c e."

F R E S H  C O R N  T O R TI L L A S
C O M P L E T E  LI N E  O F

M e xi c a n  F o o d s
A d vi c e  a n d  c at eri n g  s u g g e sti o n s  gi v e n  

F R E E  t o or g a ni z ati o n s  p utti n g  o n  
M e xi c a n  di n n er s.

F or  f ull i nf or m ati o n o n  pri c e s  
C all  —  S e e  or  Writ e

M A N U E L ’S  FI N E  F O O D S
3 5 0  W e st  7t h  S o ut h S alt  L a k e  Cit y,  Ut a h  

P h o n e  3- 0 6 0 9

- W E  S HI P  A N Y W H E R E  -

W/ e  s h o ul d  li k e t o b e gi n  t o d a y wit h  a s e nt e n c e wit h  w hi c h  
” w e  c o ul d w ell  c o n cl u d e — a s e nt e n c e t a k e n fr o m t h e 

N e w  T est a m e nt — “ W h er e  t h e S pirit  of  t h e L or d  is, t h er e is 
li b ert y” 1 — a n d t h e n t o a d d t o it a q u esti o n a n d a n a ns w er  

. ? fr o m S e n e c a:  “ T h o u  i n q uir est w h at  li b ert y is ? [It is] t o b e
2  a sl a v e t o n ot hi n g. . . .” 2 T h er e  ar e m a n y  l ur es t o t e m pt
2 m e n  a w a y  fr o m fr e e d o m, a n d all s u c h l ur es ar e m a d e  t o l o o k 
9 d esir a bl e. “ T h e  p e o pl e  n e v er gi v e u p  t h eir li b erti es,” o b-  
9  s er v e d E d m u n d  B ur k e,  “ b ut u n d er  s o m e d el usi o n. ” 3 T h e
6  fis h is c a u g ht  ’ a n d l os es his fr e e d o m a n d his lif e, n ot i n
f p urs uit  of  t h e h o o k,  b ut  i n p urs uit  of  s o m et hi n g t h at cl e v erl y  

2 c o n c e als t h e h o o k — s o m et hi n g t e m pti n g t h at is m a d e  t o l o o k 
p  g o o d,  t h at is m a d e  t o s e e m s af e. A n y  m a n,  or  al m ost  a n y  m a n,
9  will  fi g ht a g ai nst  l osi n g his  fr e e d o m if h e  s e es it b ei n g  t a k e n
( 9 fr o m hi m  f or ci bl y, b ut  t h e gr e at est  t hr e at t o fr e e d o m is n ot
P  al w a ys t h e o b vi o us f or c e. T h e  gr e at est t hr e ats ar e oft e n

t h e s u btl e a n d i nsi di o us t hr e ats— t h os e w hi c h  h a v e  t h e h o o k  
I < e m b e d d e d i n t h e b ait. A n d  i n a p pr aisi n g all t h e c h oi c es of

2 lif e, all t h e iss u es, all p hil os o p hi es, all i nstit uti o ns, all m e n  
2  a n d all m oti v es — i n j u d gi n g all t h es e w e  s h o ul d al w a ys dis-

2  ti n g uis h b et w e e n  t h es e t w o: b et w e e n  t h os e w h o  r e all y w a nt
2  m e n  t o h a v e  m or e  fr e e d o m, a n d t h os e w h o  w a nt  m or e  r e gi-
/ m e nt ati o n  of  m e n — b et w e e n  t h os e t h at t e n d t o w ar d d o mi n at-
j i n g m e n  or l etti n g t h e m li v e fr e er li v es. S el d o m  it s e e ms 

d o es a n y m a n  s e e k t o e nsl a v e a n ot h er m a n  wit h o ut  s a yi n g 
y t h at t h e e nsl a v e m e nt is s o m e h o w f or t h e b e n efit  a n d bl essi n g  
p  of  t h e p ers o n  s o e nsl a v e d — wit h o ut  s a yi n g t h at t h e e nsl a v e-
2  m e nt  s o m e h o w h as s o m e g o o d wit hi n  it w hi c h  offs ets its
z e vil. B ut  d es pit e all s u btl et y a n d s u bt erf u g e,  t h e f a ct r e-
' m ai ns  t h at m e n  w er e  m e a nt  t o b e fr e e, t h at t h e y c a n n ot

( p gr o w  t o f ull st at ur e wit h o ut  fr e e d o m, a n d t h at t h e L or d  G o d  
P  hi ms elf  is c o m mitt e d  t o gi vi n g  his  c hil dr e n  t h eir c h oi c e, e v e n
S  t o f ail, if t h e y will.  ( T h e ri g ht t o f ail is i n f a ct as i m p ort a nt

as t h e ri g ht t o s u c c e e d.) I n cl osi n g  w e  r e c all T h o m as  J eff er- 
»  s o n ’s stirri n g w or ds  f or fr e e d o m: “ I h a v e s w or n u p o n  t h e
< 2  alt ar  of  G o d  et er n al h ostilit y  a g ai nst e v er y f or m of  t yr a n n y
2 o v er  t h e mi n d  of  m a n. ” 4 “ W h er e  t h e S pirit  of  t h e L or d  is, 
9 t h er e is li b ert y.” 1

) ■
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S p o k e n  I S or c/ fr o m  t e m p l e  s q u ar e

P R E S E N T E D  O V E R  K S L  A N D  T H E  C O L U M BI A  B R O A D C A S TI N G

S Y S T E M,  J U L Y 3, 1 9 5 5
■ C o p yri g ht,  1 9 5 5

1 1 1 C ori nt hi a ns  3: 1 7.
? S e n e c a: E pist ul a e  M or al es  a n d  L u eili u m.
3 E d m u n d  B ur k e,  S p e e c h  at a m e eti n g  i n B u c ki n g h a ms hir e,  1 7 8 4.
4 T h o m as  J eff ers o n, L ett er  t o B e nj a mi n  R us h.  1 8 0 0. I
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A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 6 5 6)  

I n di a ns. Pr o b a bl y a n ot h er q u ot a -
ti o n fr o m t h e s a m e a ut h or  will  t hr o w 
f urt h er li g ht o n t h e s u bj e ct. T o  
q u ot e:

T his  is all v er y r e m ar k a bl e i nf or m ati o n. 
B ut  o n  t o p of  it c o m es t h e f a ct t h at M a n d a n  
m yt h ol o g y  e x pli citl y t ells t h at t h e first a n -
c est or of  t his p e o pl e  w as  a w hit e  m a n  w h o,  
i n t h e mists  of  a nti q uit y, c a m e t o t h e c o u n -
tr y i n a c a n o e. L o n g  b ef or e  t h e first mis -
si o n ari es r e a c h e d t h e M a n d a n  t h e y ar e  
all e g e d t o h a v e k n o w n  of a g e ntl e, ki n dl y  
g o d w h o  w as  b or n  of a vir gi n a n d di e d a 
d e at h  of e x pi ati o n; t h e y t ol d of a mir a cl e  
h a vi n g  cl os e affi niti es wit h  t h e f e e di n g of  
t h e fi v e t h o us a n d; t h e y r el at e d t h e st or y of  
t h e first m ot h er  of m a n ki n d  a n d h er f all, 
of  t h e ar k  a n d  of  t h e d o v e  wit h  a gr e e n  t wi g 
i n its b e a k; t h e y b eli e v e d i n a p ers o n al  
d e vtl  w h o  s o u g ht t o wi n  o v er  a n d s u bj u g at e 
t o hi ms elf  t h e w orl d  of  m e n.  . . .O T

T h e  writ er  is of  t h e o pi ni o n  t h at, i n 
its a c c o u nt of  t h e N e p hit es  w h o  s ur -
vi v e d t h e l ast gr e at w ar  a b o ut 4 0 0  
A. D.  a n d j oi n e d wit h  t h e L a m a nit es,  
t h e B o o k  of M or m o n  gi v es t h e tr u e 
a ns w er r e g ar di n g t h e ori gi n of t h e 
b asi c str ai n of w hit e  bl o o d i n t h e 
M a n d a n  I n di a ns. H o w e v er,  t h e a u -
t h or c o n c e d es  t h at, f oll o wi n g t h e visit  
of L eif  Eri cs o n  t o Vi n el a n d  a b o ut  
1 0 0 0 A. D.,  o c c asi o n al gr o u ps fr o m 
E ur o p e — es p e ci all y Vi ki n gs — p er h a ps  
a u g m e nt e d t h e w hit e  str ai n t h er e b y 
h el pi n g t o a c c o u nt f or bl u e- e y e d  
bl o n d s a m o n g t h e M a n d a ns.

It is e vi d e nt t h at M a n d a n  m yt h -
ol o g y, e x pl ai n e d b y H err m a n n,  h as  
its b asis  i n t h e hist or y  a n d  tr a diti o ns 
of t h e N e p hit es,  si n c e t h es e p e o pl e  
h a d a t h or o u g h k n o wl e d g e of t h e 
hist or y of t h eir a n c est ors a n d t h e 
g os p el  d o ctri n es  c o nt ai n e d  i n t h e Ol d  
a n d N e w  T est a m e nts. Aft er  t h e 
cl os e of  t h e N e p hit es ’ r e c or ds i n 4 2 1  
A. D.  a n d t h e a p ost as y of  t h e p e o pl e  
fr o m t h e tr u e g os p el of  J es us C hrist,  
it w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  n at ur al  f or m a n y  
of  t h e g os p el  tr ut hs i n a n a d ult er at e d  
f or m t o b e  c arri e d b y  tr a diti o n fr o m 
a g e t o a g e, a n d s o t h e M a n d a ns  
p oss ess e d i n t h eir tr a diti o ns fr a g-
m e nts  of  di vi n e  tr ut hs w h e n  t h e y first 
m et  E ur o p e a ns. T his  c o ul d  e asil y  a c -
c o u nt  f or t e a c hi n gs t o b e  h a d  a m o n g  
t h e M a n d a ns  “ l o n g b ef or e t h e first 
missi o n ari es  r e a c h e d” t h es e I n di a ns.

Willi a m  B artr a m,  b ei n g  a m o n g  t h e 
e arli est of  t h e w hit es  t o visit  t h e I n-
di a ns  of  t h e s o ut h e ast er n p art  of  t h e 
U nit e d  St at es, s p e nt c o nsi d er a bl e  
ti m e a m o n g t h e m. I n a b o o k  p u b -
lis h e d i n 1 7 9 1, h e  d es cri b e d  t h e I n-

^I bi d., p. 1 7 8.

6 5 8  

di a ns  h e  visit e d,  p oi nti n g  o ut  t h at i n 
g e n er al  t h eir h air  w as  l o n g a n d  bl a c k  
a n d t h eir c o m pl e xi o n “ . . . of  a r e d-
dis h- br o w n  or  c o p p er  c ol or, ” a n d y et  
h e o bs er v e d s o m e a m o n g t h e m of  
li g ht er c o m pl e xi o ns. T o  q u ot e:

T h e  w o m e n  of t h e C h er o k e es  ar e t all, 
sl e n d er, er e ct a n d of  a d eli c at e  fr a m e; t h eir 
f e at ur es f or m e d wit h  p erf e ct  s y m m etr y, t h eir 
c o u nt e n a n c e c h e erf ul a n d  fri e n dl y, a n d t h e y 
m o v e  wit h  a b e c o mi n g gr a c e a n d di g nit y.

T h e  C h er o k e es  ar e  y et  t all er a n d m or e  r o-
b ust  t h a n t h e M us c o g ul g es,  a n d b y  f ar t h e 
l ar g est r a c e of  mf e n  I h a v e  s e e n; t h eir c o m -
pl e xi o n  bri g ht er  a n d s o m e w h at of  t h e oli v e 
c ast, es p e ci all y t h e a d ults a n d s o m e of  t h eir 
y o u n g  w o m e n  ar e n e arl y  as f air a n d bl o o m -
i n g as E ur o p e a n  w o m e n. * 3 8  *

I n 1 8 7 9 Pr esi d e nt  Wilf or d  W o o d -
r uff s p e nt s e v er al m o nt hs  a m o n g t h e 
I n di a ns i n Ari z o n a  a n d N e w  M e xi c o.  
I n his r e p ort h e d e cl ar e d  t h at s o m e 
of t h es e I n di a ns w er e  N e p hit es,  or  
d es c e n d a nts of t h e N e p hit es,  o b -
s er vi n g t h at s o m e of  t h e m w er e  w hit e  
i n c ol or. I n s p e a ki n g of t h e Z u ni  
I n di a ns, Pr esi d e nt  W o o dr uff  wr ot e:

I w e nt  t hr o u g h t h e vill a g e a n d, f or t h e 
first ti m e i n m y  lif e, I h a d a vi e w of t h e 
w hit e  I n di a ns. . . . I m et  v Cit h m a n y  w h o  
h a d  b e e n  b a pti z e d a n d t h e y w er e  v er y  gl a d  
t o s e e m e.  T h e y  h a d  t w o t h o us a n d a cr es of  
c or n, l o o ki n g w ell  wit h o ut  irri g ati o n. O n  
t h e d a y  f oll o wi n g, w e  visit e d  t h eir vill a g e  at  
t h eir f ar m c all e d Fis h  S pri n gs. I w as  h er e

^ Willi a m B artr a m,  Tr a v els T hr o u g h N ort h  a n d  
S o ut h C ar oli n a,  G e or gi a,  ( P hil a d el p hi a, 1 7 9 1), cit e d  
T e n n ess e ^i gJ o), ^ 1? ^ ’ C ar °“ ni a ns (Ki n S sP ° rt,

O U R  G A R D E N

B y  Z el d a  D a vis  H o w ar d

’T ’his  is o ur g ar d e n  w hi c h  i n l at e M ar c h  
w as  w hit e

Wit h  s n o w. Tr e es, s hr u bs, vi n es, a n d  
fl o w ers w er e  all

As  ti g htl y t u c k e d i n as if it h a d  b e e n  ni g ht  
I n d e e p wi nt er  or t h e first c ol d d a y of  

f all.
T h e  s u ns hi n e a n d t h e cl o u ds pl a y e d t h e 

g a m e  of  “ W h o
Will  wi n ? ” t h e b etti n g  o n bl u e s ki es w as  

l o w.
It w as  d o u btf ul  if r o ots w o ul d  e v er c o m e t o
T h e  e n d of  t h eir l o n g sl e e pi n g a n d t ur n t o 

gr o w —
Or  s o it s e e m e d t o s o uls tir e d of wi nt er.

T his  is t h at g ar d e n  w e  t h o u g ht w o ul d  n e v er  
bl o o m

T his  s e as o n, b ut  t o d a y, its br o a d ’ni n g  b e a ut y  
Cli m bs  o v er t h e w all  a n d will  c o v er s o o n 
E v er y  mil e  of m o u nt ai n,  c a n y o n, a n d v al -

l e y.
W e  t h a n k t h e e, d e ar  G o d,  f or a ut u m n ’s b e -

st o wi n g.
W h y  d o  w e  e v er d o u bt,  e x a ct, a n d f e ar
W h e n  y o ur  gifts  h a v e  all b e e n  r e- o c c urri n g, 
Bl essi n gs  ti m e d t o t h e cl o c k of  t h e d a y  a n d  

y e ar ?  

i ntr o d u c e d t o Br ot h er  J u a n B a utist a  (J o h n 
t h e B a ptist),  t h e first m a n  b a pti z e d i n t h e 
Z u ni  n ati o n  b y  A.  M.  T e n n e y. His  s o n ’s 
wif e  w as  t h e m ost  h a n ds o m e  w o m a n  I e v er  
s a w of t h e I n di a n r a c e; h a d a b e a utif ul  
c hil d, n e arl y  w hit e. 3 8

I n c o n cl usi o n, it s h o ul d b e  k e pt  i n 
mi n d  t h at t h e L or d  t hr o u g h his  a n -
ci e nt  pr o p h ets  pr o mis e d  t h e N e p hit es  
t h at “ . . . t h y s e e d s h all n ot  utt erl y  
b e  d estr o y e d ” 4 0 b ut  f oll o wi n g t h e d e -
str u cti o n of  t h e N e p hit e  n ati o n,  t h os e 
w h o  r e m ai n e d “ . .. s h all b e  n u m b er e d  
a m o n g t h e L a m a nit es. ” 4 1 O b vi o usl y  
t h es e pr o mis es  h a v e  b e e n  f ulfill e d i n . 
t h e w hit e  I n di a ns w h o  r esi d e a m o n g  
t h eir d ar k er-s ki n n e d  br et hr e n,  as h as  
b e e n  p oi nt e d  o ut  i n t his arti cl e. Als o,  
t h e L or d  pr o mis e d  t h e N e p hit es  t h at 
e v e n t h e G e ntil es  i n t h e l att er d a ys 
w o ul d  n ot  “ . . . d estr o y  t h e mi xt ur e  
of t h y s e e d, w hi c h  ar e a m o n g t h y 
br et hr e n [t h e L a m a nit es or I n-
di a ns]. ” 4 2 I n f a ct, t h e h ol y  pr o p h ets  
d e cl ar e d t h at t h e d es c e n d a nts  of  t h e. 
N e p hit es  s h all b e pr es er v e d i n t h e 
l a n d f or e v er, a n d t h at i n t h e l att er 
d a ys  “ . . . t h e y s h all b e c o m e  a ri g ht-
e o us br a n c h u nt o t h e h o us e of  
Isr a el.” 4 3 T his  s h all c o m e a b o ut as  
a r es ult of t h e L or d  h a vi n g est a b -
lis h e d o n c e a g ai n his C h ur c h  a n d  
ki n g d o m  o n  t h e e art h, a n d e v e nt u al -
l y— a c c or di n g  t o m o d er n  r e v el ati o n—  
a “ . . . k n o wl e d g e  of  a S a vi or  [s h all 
c o m e] ... t o t h e N e p hit es,  a n d t h e 
J a c o bit es, a n d  t h e J os e p hit es, a n d  t h e 
Z or a mit es,  [ or, as h as b e e n p oi nt e d  
o ut — w hit e  I n di a ns], t hr o u g h t h e 
t esti m o ni es of  t h eir f at h ers,— ” m e a n -
i n g t h e B o o k  of M or m o n. 4 4 H o w  
c o ul d t his r e v el ati o n t o t h e Pr o p h et  
J os e p h S mit h  b e f ulfill e d if s o m e of  
t h e s e e d of t h e N e p hit es  a n d t h eir 
ass o ci at es h a v e  n ot  b e e n  pr es er v e d  t o 
o ur  d a y,  as w hit e  I n di a ns ?

Aft er  t a ki n g i nt o c o nsi d er ati o n  
G o d ’s pr o mis es  t o t h e N e p hit es  of a  
c o nti n u ati o n of t h eir d es c e n d a nts  i n 
A m eri c a  f or e v er, a n d aft er m a ki n g  
d u e all o w a n c e f or o c c asi o n al gr o u ps  
of w hit e  p e o pl e  w h o  m a y  h a v e mi -
gr at e d t o A m eri c a  aft er M or o ni  
cl os e d t h e a n ci e nt r e c or ds, t h e writ er  
c o n cl u d es t h at c ert ai nl y  t h e pri n ci p al  
pr o g e nit ors  of  w hit e  I n di a ns w er e  t h e 
N e p hit es  of  B o o k  of  M or m o n  d a ys.

( T o b e c o nti n u e d)

^ M att hi as F. C o wl e y,  Wilf or d  W o o dr uff — Hist or y
of His  Lif e  a n d L a b ors as R e c or d e d  i n His  D ail y
J o ur n als ( S alt L a k e  Cit y,  1 9 1 6), p. 5 2 3.

* ° 2 N e p hi  3: 3.
« Al m a 4 5: 1 4.
« 1 N e p hi  1 3: 3 0.
4 3 2 N e p hi  9: 5 3.
“ I bi d., 2 9: 1 2- 1 3;  D.  &  C.  3: 1 6- 1 8.
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