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J u a n ( o n e of t h e L a c a d o n  I n di a n g ui d es) p a d dli n g  t h e b o at t a ki n g Milt o n  R.  H u nt er  a n d J os é D a vil a  a cr oss t h e ri v er n e ar  
J os é P etit ’s h o m e, a n d N a b or  ( a n ot h er L a c a d o n  I n di a n g ui d e), sitti n g o n  t h e l o g.

P art  II

Vi siti n g  B o n a m p a k  a n d t h e L a c a d o n  I n di a n s

A
 dr a m ati c  c h a pt er i n t h e st or y of  
A m eri c a n  ar c h a e ol o g y  w as  br o a d -
c ast t o t h e w orl d  i n 1 9 4 7 w h e n  

t h e r e c e nt dis c o v er y  i n t h e s o ut h er n  
j u n gl es of  M e xi c o  of  s c e n es d e pi cti n g  
d ar k- a n d  li g ht- c ol or e d I n di a ns p ai nt -
e d o n  t h e i nt eri or w alls  of a t e m pl e 
w as  a n n o u n c e d. T h e  M a y a n  n a m e  
B o n a m p a k,  m e a ni n g  “ p ai nt e d  w alls, ”  
w as  gi v e n  t o t his ar c h a e ol o gi c al sit e. 1  

A  s u c c essi o n of i nt er esti n g e v e nts  
r es ult e d i n t h e dis c o v er y of B o n a m -
p a k. A p pr o xi m at el y  fift e e n y e ars  
a g o w h e n  w ar  cl o u ds w er e  h o v eri n g  
o v er  t h e U nit e d  St at es,  C h arl es  ( C ar-
l os) Fr e y,  a y o u n g  m a n  i n C hi c a g o,  
d e ci d e d  t o g et  c o m pl et el y a w a y fr o m 
w h at  w e  t er m ci vili z ati o n; a n d s o h e  
l eft t h e U nit e d  St at es  wit h  t h e h o p e  
of fi n di n g a s p ot w h er e  h e c o ul d  
e nj o y p e a c e a n d c o nt e nt m e nt wit h

x S yl v a n us G.  M orl e y,  T h e. A n ci e nt M a y a  ( P al o 
Alt o,  C alif or ni a,  1 9 4 7), p. 4 1 5.
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c o m pl et e fr e e d o m fr o m t h e m ultit u d e  
of  w orri es  a n d pr o bl e ms att a c h e d t o 
m o d er n  s o ci et y. I n t h e j u n gl es of  t h e 
Us u m a n ci nt a  Ri v er  b asi n n e ar t h e 
s o ut h er n b or d ers  of  M e xi c o,  h e  j oi n e d 
a gr o u p  of  M a y a ns,  t h e L a c a d o n  I n-
di a ns, w h o  w er e  li vi n g u n d er v er y  
pri miti v e c o n diti o ns. 2 H e  m arri e d  
o n e of t h eir w o m e n  a n d m a d e  his  
h o m e  wit h  t h e m.

Aft er  li vi n g wit h  t h e m f or a f e w 
y e ars, h e w o n  t h eir c o nfi d e n c e, a n d  
t h e y t ol d hi m  a b o ut B o n a m p a k,  sit u -
at e d s o m e t e n t o fift e e n mil es  fr o m 
t h eir j u n gl e h uts. As  a r es ult of  
m u c h  p ers u asi o n, t h e L a c a d o n  I n-
di a ns  g ui d e d  Mr.  Fr e y  t o t h e t e m pl e 
of  t h e “ p ai nt e d  w alls, ” a n d t h es e h e  
e x a mi n e d wit h  i nt e ns e i nt er est. S o o n  
t h er e aft er h e  visit e d  M e xi c o  Cit y  a n d  
r e p ort e d his dis c o v er y. Ar c h a e ol-

-I bi d., p p. 2 0 8, 3 8 1, 4 1 0.

A r c h a e ol o g y
B o o k

o gists  h urri e d  t o B o n a m p a k  a n d  p u b -
lis h e d arti cl es d es cri bi n g  t his u n us u al,  
a n ci e nt t e m pl e wit h  its “ p ai nt e d  
w alls. ”

W h e n  I r e a d t h os e arti cl es, I s e-
cr etl y  a n d  e a g erl y  h o p e d  t o visit  B o n -
a m p a k a n d e x a mi n e t his m ar v el o us  
dis c o v er y  w hi c h  c o ul d pr o vi d e  v al u -
a bl e e vi d e n c e i n h el pi n g  t o c o nfir m  
t h e cl ai ms  m a d e  b y  t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  t h at t h er e w er e  d ar k  a n d li g ht 
c ol or e d p e o pl es i n a n ci e nt A m eri c a. 3  
M y  c h a n c es t o g o t h er e s e e m e d r e-

s2 N e.  5: 2 1- 2 5; 3 0: 6; J a c o b 3: 8; 3 N e.  2: 1 5.
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mote; however, rather unexpectedly 
I received the opportunity to go.

At 5:30 a.m. on the morning of 
January 18, 1955, Otto Done, a 
photographer working for the Church, 
José Davila, a Mexican guide and 
former branch president at Puebla, 
and I alighted from a train at Tenosi- 
que, Tabasco, Mexico, waited anxious-
ly for daylight to come, and then 
hired the owner of a small plane to 
fly us to an airstrip near Bonampak. 
By 10 o’clock we had flown over the 
jungles of Mexico nearly to the ex-
treme southern limits of that coun-
try and had landed on an airstrip 
cut for the use of workers in the 
chicle industry which provides the 
substance from which chewing gum 
is made. The place we landed was 
called El Sedro. We were now in 
one of the most densely wooded re-
gions in the world, where there are 
no civilized people and no laws to 
govern the few primitive Lacadon 
Indians who live there. Before he 
left, our aviator informed us that we 
were crazy if we attempted to hike 
to Bonampak. He said, “If you get 
lost, you won’t be the first nor the 
last ones. Recently an American was 
lost in these jungles for fifteen days.” 
In spite of his efforts to discourage 
us, we were still determined to go to 
Bonampak.

And so the aviator remarked, “If 
you still insist on going, there is your

and the 
oi Mormon

by Dr. Milton R. Hunter
OF THE FIRST COCNCIU OF THE SEVENTY
'Photographs'by--&tto Done < .

trail leading out of the southwest 
corner of the airstrip; however, I still 
think you are fools.”

We arranged with the aviator to 
meet him at the airstrip three days 
hence at 10 a.m., waved adieu as he 
flew away, and then commenced hik-
ing along a very indistinct and diffi-
cult jungle trail.

After approximately one hour’s 
time had passed and Otto, José, and 
I had almost reached the conclusion

(Continued on following page)
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Top: Airplane view of jungles and clouds, shortly before the arrival at 
the airstrip fifteen miles from Bonampak. Center: A stream of water used 
for a jungle trail, and Nabor, Milton R. Hunter, and José Davila. Bottom: 
Lacadon Indians studying a photograph of themselves, Milton R. Hunter, 
and José Davila. Observe height of Indians. The three on the left are 
the Indians who first met us.
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Milt o n  R.  H u nt er  a n d N a b or  e x a mi ni n g a br o k e n  M a y a n  st el e at B o n a m p a k.

A r c h a e ol o g y  a n d t h e B o o k  oi  M o r m o n
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)  

t h at w e  w er e  l ost, w e  m et  s o m e I n-
di a ns o n t h e tr ail a n d t h e y b e c a m e  
o ur  g ui d es.

O ur  r es c u ers c o nsist e d of t w o I n-
di a n w o m e n  a n d a b o y, t h e l att er 
w h o m  I esti m at e d t o b e  a p pr o xi m at el y  
fift e e n y e ars  ol d. T h es e  I n di a ns, h a v -
i n g h e ar d  o ur pl a n e, h a d l eft t h eir 
h o m e  a n d h urri e d  d o w n  t h e tr ail t o 
m e et  us.

T h e y  s p o k e S p a nis h  a n d M a y a n,  
h a vi n g  l e ar n e d t h e f or m er l a n g u a g e 
fr o m c hi cl e w or k ers,  a n d s o Ott o  a n d  
J os e c o n v ers e d wit h  t h e m i n S p a nis h.

Aft er  pr o p er  i ntr o d u cti o ns h a d  b e e n  
m a d e,  t h e I n di a n w o m e n  a n n o u n c e d  
t h at t h e y w er e  f or m erl y t h e wi v es  
of a m a n  n a m e d  C orr a n z a  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  kill e d  r e c e ntl y b y  a n ot h er  m e m -
b er of t h eir tri b e n a m e d O br e g o n.  
T his  n e ws w as  dis h e art e ni n g. H er e  
w e  w er e  mil es  a n d mil es  fr o m ci vili -
z ati o n, wit h  n o l a w e nf or c e m e nt  
offi c ers n or l a ws t o pr ot e ct us, a n d  
s u d d e nl y w e  w er e  i nf or m e d t h at t his 
h a d h a p p e n e d. Wit h  c o n c er n w e  
as k e d, “ W h y  di d  O br e g o n  s h o ot C or -
r a n z a ?”

T h e  r e pl y w as,  “ B e c a us e  O br e g o n  
w as  l o c o i n t h e h e a d. ”

I n e a c h of  o ur  h e arts  w as  a str o n g  
h o p e a n d a si n c er e pr a y er t h at w e  
t hr e e w o ul d  n ot b e c o m e O br e g o n ’s 
n e xt vi cti ms. N e v ert h el ess  w c  w er e  
v er y t h a n kf ul t o h a v e t h e I n di a ns 
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as o ur  g ui d es; a n d s o w c  pr o c e e d e d  
o n w ar d,  p utti n g  o ur  tr ust i n t h e L or d.

N e v er  i n m y  lif e b ef or e m a ki n g  
t hi s tri p h a v e  I k n o w n  w h at  j u n gl es 
a n d j u n gl e tr ails r e all y w er e.  W h at  
a tr ail! T h e  tr e es of  n u m er o us  v ari e -
ti es, t o w eri n g a p pr o xi m at el y  o n e  h u n -

dr e d  f e et u p w ar d  a n d gr o wi n g  cl os e -
l y t o g et h er, w er e  i nt er w o v e n wit h  
vi n es of v ari o us  s p e ci es. T h es e  n o <.  
o nl y cli m b e d t h e tr e es fr o m t h e 
gr o u n d t o t h eir t o ps, b ut als o gr e w  
cr oss wis e fr o m tr e e t o tr e e, m a ki n g  
t h e v e g et ati o n pr a cti c all y a s oli d 
h e d g e. W e  o bs er v e d t h at c ert ai n  
v ari eti es  of  pl a nts,  s u c h as p hil o d e n -
dr o ns, w hi c h  ar c gr o w n as h o us e  
pl a nts  i n Ut a h,  cli m b e d o n e  h u n dr e d  
f e et hi g h t o t h e t o ps of t h e tr e es. 
W or ds  ar e i n a d e q u at e t o d es cri b e  t h e 
d e nsit y  a n d t h e b e a ut y  of  t h e tr o pi c al 
j u n gl es of  s o ut h er n M e xi c o.  T h o u -
s a n ds of or c hi d pl a nts ar e att a c h e d  
t o t h e tr e es. W h e n  i n f ull bl o o m,  
t h es e fl o w ers w o ul d  b e a g or g e o us  
si g ht.

O c c asi o n all y  vi n es  gr e w  a cr oss t h e 
tr ail o nl y  f o ur or  fi v e f e et fr o m t h e 
gr o u n d. T his n e c essit at e d m u c h  
st o o pi n g o n  o ur  p art,  es p e ci all y i n t h e 
c as e of Ott o  D o n e  w h o  is si x f e et 
t w o i n c h es t all. B e c a us e  of  t h e m ass es  
of l e a v es w hi c h  w er e  p a c k e d  o n  t h e 
gr o u n d, t h e tr ail at ti m es w as  e x -
tr e m el y diffi c ult  t o disti n g uis h. W c  
c o ul d h a v e  g o n e  o n e  dir e cti o n  al m ost  
as e asil y as a n ot h er  a n d still t h o u g ht 
w c  w er e  o n  t h e tr ail.

T h e tr o pi c al v e g et ati o n w as  s o 
d e ns e,  r e g ar dl ess of  h o w  bri g htl y  t h e 
s u n s h o n e i n t h e h e a v e ns,  t h at it r e-
s e m bl e d d us k t hr o u g h o ut t h e e ntir e

J os é P etit, a r e d-
h e a d e d L a c a d o n  I n-
di a n  —  pr a cti c all y  
w hit e,  wit h  his wif e  
a n d b a b y. J os é is 
t h e br ot h er-i n-l a w  of  
of  Fr e y,  dis c o v er er  of  
B o n a m p a k.

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



A White, redheaded Lacadon woman.

course of our journey. The heat was 
intense and the humidity high. I 
was unable to wear my glasses at 
all in the jungles.

We soon learned that the Lacadon 
Indians were decidedly in favor of 
using streams of water for -the trail 
whenever opportunity afforded itself. 
Occasionally during the earlier por-
tion of our journey the trail crossed 
streams of water. We picked our 
way very cautiously, endeavoring to 
find logs or rocks on which to walk. 
Soon our feet were thoroughly soaked, 
and from then on we merely waded 
in the water in Indian fashion when-
ever we encountered a stream. As 
we continued our journey toward 
Bonampak, the trail on a number of 
occasions actually went in the streams 
of water, following their courses for 
nearly one hundred yards at a time 
before coming again onto the land. 
At certain times the water in which 
we waded was knee-deep. The trail 
was so indistinct and difficult to fol-
low that without our Indian guides, 
we would have never reached Bon-
ampak.

Our progress was made more diffi-
cult in certain places by muddy trails, 
causing us to sink ankle-deep; in 
other places our progress was ham-
pered by four or five logs which had 
fallen on top of each other and were 
lying stretched across the trail. If 
it so happened that there was a hole 
large enough underneath the logs to 
squeeze through, the Indians would 
drop on their stomachs and crawl. 
Unfortunately, we found it impossible 
to follow suit, since we were carrying 
MAY 1955 

so much equipment, and so we were 
forced to climb over the logs. I had, 
a large movie camera strapped around 
my neck and hanging in front of me, 
with another camera hanging down 
my back, and water canteens hanging 
on each side. Otto and José were 
equally heavily laden, their packs in-
cluding food, hammocks, and several 
additional cameras.

As we continued our journey along 
the jungle trail, it seemed as if every 
vine reached out and grabbed hold 
of our feet, tripping us over. It was 
really laughable to see how many 
times each of us fell down, but our 
Indian guides never stumbled. My 
first really exciting fall occurred 
shortly after the Indians had joined 
us. We were attempting to cross a 
stream on a log covered with slick, 
green moss. When I reached the 
middle of the stream, my feet slipped, 
and I fell into the water. As quickly 
as I could I held both cameras as 
high out of the water as possible, 
while I struggled to my feet and out 
of the stream. How the Indians 
laughed! That mishap furnished 
them the most fun they experienced 
while we were with them.

We hiked through the jungles for 
approximately two hours after the 

Lacadon Indians eating dinner before the departure for Bonampak.
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Indian women and boy met us before 
we arrived at their casa or home. We 
invited them to continue on to 
Bonampak, but they declined, stating 
that the two men of that particular 
household probably would go with us 
if we would wait until they returned 
from hunting birds. Naturally to 
wait was our only choice; however, 
this afforded us an unusual oppor-
tunity to study the Lacadon Indians 
firsthand.

The two men, their several wives, 
and the two boys were living in two 
thatched houses which stood in the 
center of a beautiful spot that had 
been carved out of the jungles. A 
river of sparkling water ran nearby. 
Approximately ten acres of land pro-
duced bananas, sweet potatoes, corn, 
sugar cane, gourds, tobacco, and 
papayas for the Indians’ subsistence. 
We observed that this small group of 
natives had twelve dogs, a herd of 
goats, a large flock of chickens, several 
turkeys, and a pair of parrots. The 
latter perched in a tree and served as 
decoys to attract wild parrots which 
the Indians shot for food according 
to their desires and needs.

Since there were only two boys of 
approximately fifteen years of age in

(Continued on page 338)



A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 3 1 9)  

t h os e t w o f a mili es of  pr o b a bl y  ei g ht  
w o m e n,  it w as  a p p ar e nt  t h at t h e i n-
f a nt m ort alit y  is t errifi c all y hi g h.  T h e  
L a c a d o n  I n di a ns ar e  a v a nis hi n g  p e o -
pl e. T h e  l at e Dr.  M orl e y  st at e d t h at 
t h er e ar e a p pr o xi m at el y t w o h u n dr e d  
of  t h e m,4 b ut  o ur  c ar ef ul  i n q uiri es l e d 
us  t o c o n cl u d e  t h at t h er e ar e  pr o b a bl y  
n ot  m or e  t h a n o n e  h u n dr e d.

U p o n  b ei n g i n vit e d i nt o t h e I n-
di a ns ’ s m all t h at c h e d h o u s es,  w e  o b -
s er v e d t h at t h e y h a d  n o  b e d di n g  n or  
f ur nit ur e; h o w e v er, t h e y di d p oss ess  
a f e w dis h es a n d a gri n d er  us e d f or 
gri n di n g  c or n. It a p p e ar e d t h at t h e 
e ntir e f a mil y w o ul d  pr o b a bl y  c u d dl e  
t o g et h er at  ni g htti m e  o n  a littl e str a w  
m at  w hi c h  l a y i n t h e c or n er of t h e 
r o o m. T h eir  e xtr e m e  p o v ert y  t o u c h e d 
o ur  h e arts,  a n d s o w e  g a v e  t h e m all  
t h e s m all arti cl es t h at w er e  i n o ur  
p o c k ets  a n d r e gr ett e d t h at w e  h a d n ’t 
m or e  t o gi v e; f or e x a m pl e, I g a v e a 
w o o d e n  cl ot h es pi n t o t h e w o m a n  t h e 
gr o u p  c all e d “ Gr a n d m a. ” S h e  s e e m e d 
d eli g ht e d  a n d  t w o d a ys  l at er w as  still  
h ol di n g  it i n h er  h a n d. W e  als o g a v e 
t h e m s u c h it e ms as p o c k et c o m bs,  
p o c k et k ni v es, pill b ottl es, s o a p, s alt,  
fl as hli g ht b att eri es,  a pist ol,  a n d s e v-
er al b o x es  of  b ull ets. T h es e  pri miti v e  
f ol k w er e  as h a p p y as c hil dr e n o n  
C hrist m as  m or ni n g.

W hil e  w aiti n g  f or t h e m e n  t o r e-
t ur n fr o m h u nti n g,  Ott o  D o n e,  usi n g  
a  mi n ut e  c a m er a, t o o k p h ot o gr a p hs  of  
t h e I n di a ns. T h e y  b e h el d  t h eir o w n  
li k e n ess wit h  ast o nis h m e nt, e a c h o n e  
e x cl ai mi n g, “ W h o  is t his ?” w h e n  
s h o w n his  o w n  li k e n ess. T his  s e e m e d  
t o b e  a n e w  e x p eri e n c e  f or t h e m.

Pr o b a bl y  t h e o n e  t hi n g w hi c h  i m-
pr ess e d m e  m ost  a b o ut t h e L a c a d o n  
I n di a ns w as  t h e w hit e n ess  of t h eir 
s ki n. O n e  of t h e w o m e n  a ct u all y  
h a d r e d h air, a n d h er s ki n w as  as  
w hit e  as o urs. J os é P etit,  a  m a n,  als o  
h a d  r e d h air a n d w hit e  s ki n. T h e  
c ol or of  all t h e ot h ers  w h o m  w e  s a w 
r a n g e d fr o m w hit e  t o a  sli g htl y d ar k er  
c ast.

W hil e  visiti n g i n G u at e m al a  a p -
pr o xi m at el y t hr e e w e e ks  b ef or e o ur  
tri p t o B o n a m p a k,  I w as  i nf or m e d 
b y a n offi ci al g ui d e t h at, g e n er all y  
s p e a ki n g, t h e Q ui c h é  M a y a  I n di a ns 
of  G u at e m al a  w er e  n e arl y  w hit e  a n d  
t h at t h er e w as  a n ot h er tri b e of I n-
di a ns — a pri miti v e, wil d  p e o pl e, li v-
i n g i n t h e j u n gl es of  s o ut h er n M e xi c o,

A M orl e y,  o p. cit., p. 1 8 0.
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k n o w n  as L a c a d o ns — w h o  w er e  r e all y 
w hit e. W h e n  I r e c ei v e d t h e f or e-
g oi n g  i nf or m ati o n, I h a d  n o  i d e a t h at 
I w o ul d  h a v e t h e pri vil e g e of ass o -
ci ati n g f or t hr e e d a ys  wit h  t h e l att er 
p e o pl e,  b ut  s u d d e nl y a n d  u n e x p e ct e d -
l y w e  f o u n d o urs el v es b ei n g e nt er -
t ai n e d b y  t h e m.

T h e L a c a d o n I n di a ns ar e v er y  
s m all i n st at ur e: t h e m e n  ar e a p -
pr o xi m at el y  f o ur a n d o n e- h alf  f e et t o 
fi v e f e et t all a n d  t h e w o m e n  a p pr o xi -
m at el y  si x i n c h es s h ort er. T h e  m a -
j orit y of  t h e m h a v e  bl a c k  h air. B ot h  
t h e m e n  a n d t h e w o m e n  p art t h eir 
h air  i n t h e mi d dl e,  p er mitti n g it t o 
gr o w  l o n g a n d f all l o os el y d o w n  t h eir 
b a c ks. T h e y  m er el y  p us h it b a c k  
fr o m e a c h si d e of  t h eir f a c es. T h eir  
h air h as t h e a p p e ar a n c e of s el d o m  
h a vi n g b e e n c o m b e d a n d r ar el y if 
e v er  h a vi n g  b e e n  w as h e d,  a n d  s o J os é 
D a vil a  g a v e  t h e w o m e n  a b ar  of  s o a p 
a n d t a u g ht t h e m h o w  t o w as h  t h eir 
h e a ds.

T h e  cl ot hi n g w or n  b y b ot h s e x es 
is m a d e  of  c a n v as, w hi c h  a p p e ars t o 
b e  t h e s a m e t y p e w e  us e i n m a ki n g  
t e nts. P ossi bl y t h es e I n di a ns i n-
h erit e d t e nts l eft i n t h e j u n gl es b y 
c hi cl e  w or k ers  fr o m w hi c h  t h e y m a d e  
t h eir cl ot hi n g; b ut  si n c e t h e l at e Dr.  
M orl e y  m ai nt ai n e d  t h at t h e L a c a d o n  
I n di a ns di d  a  c ert ai n  a m o u nt  of  w e a v -
i n g of  c o ars e  cl ot h  fr o m a wil d  c ott o n  
w hi c h  gr o ws  i n t h e j u n gl es, t h e y c o ul d 
h a v e  a ct u all y w o v e n  t his c a n v as-li k e  
cl ot h. 5

M e n,  w o m e n,  a n d c hil dr e n all 
w e ar  si mil ar cl ot hi n g, t h eir dr ess es  
fitti n g l o os el y a n d  h a n gi n g  fr o m t h eir 
s h o ul d ers n e arl y  t o t h eir a n kl es. Si n c e  
t h e m e n  ar e pr a cti c all y b e ar dl ess,  
it is diffi c ult  t o disti n g uis h  t h e m fr o m 
t h e w o m e n;  h o w e v er, t h e m e n  ar e  
sli g htl y t all er a n d l ar g er.

N at ur all y,  m y  e x p eri e n c es wit h  
t h es e I n di a ns c a us e d m e  t o r e c all t h e 
B o o k  of M or m o n  a c c o u nt of t h e 
N e p hit es  b ei n g  “ a w hit e  a n d d eli g ht -
s o m e p e o pl e. Alt h o u g h  t h e L a c a -
d o n  I n di a ns ar e q uit e  w hit e  i n c ol or,  
it is e vi d e nt t h at t h e y h a v e  d e g e n er -
at e d gr e atl y  fr o m t h e c ult ur al st a n d -
ar ds of t h eir pr e d e c ess ors of B o o k  
of  M or m o n  d a ys.

W e  w ait e d  m or e  t h a n a n h o ur  f or 
t h e m e n  t o r et ur n fr o m h u nti n g.  
U p o n  t h eir arri v al, t h e ol d est  o n e — 
f at h er t o t h e ot h er  m e n,  a n n o u n c e d

p p. 4 0 5- 4 0 6.

° 2 N e.  3 0: 6.  

his n a m e t o b e N a b or  a n d t h at of  
his s o n t o b e J u a n. T h e y  r e a dil y 
c o ns e nt e d t o g ui d e  us t o t h e t e m pl e 
of t h e “ p ai nt e d  w alls ” o n c o n diti o n  
t h at w e  w ait  w hil e  t h e y at e.

W h e n  t h e m e al  w as  s er v e d, all of  
t h e f a mil y m e m b ers  t o o k s e v er al 
t ur ns dri n ki n g gr u el, or t hi n c or n -
m e al  m us h,  o ut  of  a l ar g e b o wl.

T h e  f o o d h a vi n g b e e n c o ns u m e d,  
Ott o,  J os é, a n d I, a c c o m p a ni e d b y  
N a b or  a n d J u a n, o ur  g ui d es,  h e a d e d  
al o n g  t h e j u n gl e tr ail t o w ar d B o n a m -
p a k. Aft er  hi ki n g  f or a p pr o xi m at el y  
t w o h o urs ’ ti m e, w e  s u d d e nl y c a m e  
t o a n ot h er  g ar d e n  s p ot wit h  t w o pi c -
t ur es q u e, t h at c h e d h uts  st a n di n g o n 
t h e b a n k  of  a b e a utif ul  ri v er. T h es e  
w er e  t h e h o m es of J os é P etit a n d  
f a mil y.

W e  r e q u est e d t his f a mil y t o p er mit  
us t o t a k e t h eir pi ct ur es; t h er e u p o n 
J os é P etit (t h e ot h er w hit e  I n di a n 
wit h  r e d h air  pr e vi o usl y  m e nti o n e d),  
r es p o n d e d. O n e  w o m a n  of  t his h o us e -
h ol d  r ef us e d t o p os e  f or t h e pi ct ur e,  
s a yi n g, “ N o,  I h a v e n ’t a  pr ett y  dr ess. ”  
I w o n d er e d  w h at  m a d e  h er  h a v e  s u c h  
f a n c y i d e as, si n c e h er  dr ess  w as  m a d e  
of c a n v as a n d a p p e ar e d e x a ctl y li k e 
t h e dr ess es w or n  b y  t h e ot h er  L a c a -
d o n I n di a ns. T h e f oll o wi n g d a y  
u p o n  i n q uir y w e  l e ar n e d fr o m N a b or  
t h at t his I n di a n w o m a n  h a d  b e e n  t h e 
wif e  of t h e l at e C arl os  Fr e y, t h e 
A m eri c a n  dis c o v er er of B o n a m p a k.

A p pr o xi m at el y  t w o y e ars  b ef or e  o ur  
visit  t o B o n a m p a k,  C arl os  Fr e y  w as  
g ui di n g a gr o u p of M e xi c a n  artists  
t o t h e t e m pl e of  t h e “ p ai nt e d  w alls, ”  
b e gi n ni n g  a  s e c o n d tri p t h er e. W hil e  
t h e y w er e  cr ossi n g t h e ri v er a b o ut a  
mil e  b el o w  J os é P etit ’s h o m e,  t h e b o at  
c a psi z e d, dr o w ni n g  Mr.  Fr e y  a n d  o n e  
of  t h e M e xi c a ns.  T h e y  w er e  b uri e d  
a p pr o xi m at el y a mil e  d o w nstr e a m  
fr o m J os é P etit ’s h o m e.

J u a n p a d dl e d  us  a cr oss t h e ri v er i n 
a b o at  w hi c h  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  b y  h ol -
l o wi n g o ut  a  l o g. W e  t h e n c o nti n u e d  
o ur  j o ur n e y al o n g  t h e j u n gl e tr ail f or 
a n ot h er h o ur. S u d d e nl y  o ur I n di a n 
g ui d es st o p p e d a n d s ai d, “ W e  ar e  
g oi n g  h o m e. W e  ar e  n e arl y  t o O br e -
g o n ’s h o m e. H e  will  g ui d e y o u t o 
B o n a m p a k. W e  d o  n ot  w a nt  t o s e e 
hi m. ”

W e  h a d n o m or e  d esir e t o s e e 
O br e g o n  t h a n di d  o ur  I n di a n g ui d es,  
a n d s o w e  r e pli e d, “ W e  h a v e hir e d  
y o u, n ot O br e g o n,  t o t a k e us t o

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  3 4 0)  
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I d e al f o r C h u r c h,  

C h a p el  o r  S c h o ol  
E v er y o n e  w h o  h as h e ar d it s a ys: 
“ T his  or g a n  s o u n ds j ust li k e a pi p e  
or g a n! ” W e  i n vit e y o u t o c o m p ar e  
t his n e w  C o n n  or g a n  wit h  a n y ot h er  
i nstr u m e nt o n t h e m ar k et!  Y o u ’ll 
fi n d its p erf or m a n c e i n c o m p ar a bl e 
... its pri c e a m a zi n gl y l o w.

G et  F R E E  
D e m o nstr ati o n  i n 
O ur  St or e  N O W  

P H O N E  9- 7 6 3 3

D aij n es  M û 4î c  |

A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 3 3 8)  

B o n a m p a k,  a n d  y o u  m ust  d o  it, ot h er -
wis e  y o u  will  r e c ei v e n o  gifts. ”

W e  g a v e  t h e m a b o x  of  b ull ets  a n d  
e x ert e d m u c h  p ers u asi o n. Fi n all y  
t h e y c o ns e nt e d  t o c o nti n u e  wit h  us  o n  
c o n diti o n t h at w e  w o ul d  n ot  p er mit  
O br e g o n  t o j oi n o ur  p art y. W e  as -

s ur e d t h e m t h at w e  w o ul d  n ot; i n 
f a ct, w e  w er e  as d efi nit el y o p p os e d  
t o h a vi n g  hi m  a c c o m p a n y us  as t h e y 
w er e.

S o o n  t h er e aft er t h e tr ail c a m e i nt o 
a s m all o p e ni n g i n t h e j u n gl e a n d  
t h er e i n fr o nt of  us  st o o d t w o t h at c h e d 
h uts. O br e g o n — a n a k e d  f ell o w e x-

(t
it
(t

f

I

A  B e a ut y  C ar e er
M E A N S  A N  

i n d e p e n d e nt i n c o m e

F O R  M E N  O R  W O M E N

G.  I. A p pr o v e d  C o ur s e

M A K E  R E S E R V A TI O N S  N O W  

F O R  J U N E  C L A S S E S

—  S c h ol ar s hi p s  A v ail a bl e  —  

C a n  arr a n g e  b o ar d  a n d  r o o m 
i n mi s si o n ar y  h o m e

C A R E L ’ S  B E A U T Y  S C H O O L
1 0 6 1  E.  2 1 st  S o ut h S alt  L a k e  Cit y,  Ut a h  

P h o n e  8 4- 6 1 7 3

é

“Sff  Pr es e nt  of  ̂ w d c c o  ti nt e d d d or... I

T t  is a  w o n d erf ul,  c o mf orti n g, r e ass uri n g f e eli n g w h e n  p ar-  c
e nts, m e nt all y,  c a n c all t h e r oll, a n d fi n d all t h e f a mil y A

i n— s af e a n d s e c ur e. W h e n  f a mili es ar e y o u n g  i n y e ars,  it 
is c o m p ar ati v el y e as y t o f e el ass ur e d t h at t h e y ar e s o m e- 9
w h at  s af e, or  at  l e ast t o b e  ass ur e d  t h at t h e y ar e all i n. B ut  9
w h e n  t h e y gr o w ol d er, a n d t h eir i nt er ests a n d a cti viti es  9
wi d e n,  a n d  t h e y b e c o m e  m or e  i n d e p e n d e nt, t h e w aiti n g  h o urs  9)
of ni g ht  ar e oft e n l o n g, as t h e y c o m e h o m e, o n e b y o n e.  9)
S o m eti m es  c hil dr e n, y o u n g a n d ol d, w o n d er  w h y  p ar e nts  6)
w orr y  s o m u c h  a n d  ar e  s o c o n c er n e d  a b o ut  t h eir u n a c c o u nt e d  gs

a bs e n c es. B ut  b ot h  c a uti o n a n d c o n c er n c o m e wit h  e x p e-  S
ri e n c e a n d r es p o nsi bilit y— a n d n ot wit h o ut  r e as o n. T h er e  «
ar e s o m a n y  h a z ar ds,  s o m a n y  t hi n gs t h at c o ul d h a v e  h a p-  $
p e n e d, a n d p ar e nts  c a n n ot, or  s h o ul d n ot, es c a p e a n a c ut e  9 2
s e ns e of  c o n c er n f or all w h o  ar e n ot  pr es e nt  or  a c c o u nt e d  9 2
f or. C hil dr e n  s h o ul d a n d m ust  e x p e ct t o k e e p  p ar e nts  i n- 9 2
f or m e d of t h eir a bs e n c es a n d a cti viti es. It is n’t g o o d f or 9;
a n y o n e of a n y a g e t o b e u n a c c o u nt e d f or. Ot h er wis e  a n  9)
u n e x pl ai n e d  a bs e n c e or  ill n ess c o ul d g o u n k n o w n a n d d e-  &
t e ct e d f or f ar t o o l o n g a ti m e. A p art  fr o m l o v e, a p art fr o m S
p ar e nt al  r es p o nsi bilit y, it is si m pl y a m att er  of g o o d s e ns e ft
a n d s af et y f or s o m e o n e w h o  h as a n i nt er est i n us  t o k n o w  ?
al w a ys a n d at all h o urs,  w h er e  w e  ar e, wit h  w h o m  w e  ar e,  »
w h er e  w e  c a n b e r e a c h e d, a n d w h e n  w e  ar e e x p e ct e d t o . 9 2

arri v e. L ess  a c c o u nt a bilit y t h a n t his, l ess r es p o nsi bilit y, is 9 2

m u c h  t o o l o os e. A n d  i n t h es e m att ers,  y o ut h s h o ul d n ot  - 2

a n d m ust  n ot  t hi n k t h at p ar e nts  ar e pr yi n g. It’s j ust t h at )
t h e y n e e d t o k n o w, f or t h eirs is a n i n es c a p a bl e o bli g ati o n  p
w hi c h  t h e y c a n n ot s et asi d e if t h e y w o ul d  a n d s h o ul d n ot  c
if t h e y c o ul d. T his  s ur e s e ns e of  r es p o n si bilit y is s u g g est e d £ ■
i n t h e S a vi or ’s p ar a bl e  of  t h e s h e p h er d a n d  t h e s h e e p: “ W h at  ¿ 2

m a n  of y o u, h a vi n g a n h u n dr e d s h e e p, if h e l os e o n e of  »
t h e m, d ot h  n ot  l e a v e t h e ni n et y  a n d ni n e  . . . a n d g o  aft er  9 2
t h at w hi c h  is l ost, u ntil  h e fi n d it ? fl A n d w h e n  h e  h at h  9 2
f o u n d it, h e l a y et h it o n his s h o ul d ers, r ej oi ci n g. ̂[ A n d  9 2
w h e n  h e  c o m et h h o m e,  h e  c all et h t o g et h er his fri e n ds a n d  9)
n ei g h b o urs, s a yi n g u nt o  t h e m, R ej oi c e  wit h  m e;  f or I h a v e  9)
f o u n d m y  s h e e p w hi c h  w as  l ost.” 1 It is a bl ess e d  t hi n g, i n S
t h e h o urs  of  t h e ni g ht,  a n d at all ot h er  h o urs  als o, t o h a v e  S
t h e s w e et ass ur a n c e t h at all ar e “ pr es e nt  or  a c c o u nt e d f or,”  «
a n d  w e  o w e  it, all of  us,  t o all  of  us,  t o s e e t h at it is s o.

S h e S p o k e n  W o W  F R O M  T E M P L E  S Q U A R E

P R E S E N T E D  O V E R  K S L  A N D  T H E  C O L U M BI A  B R O A D C A S TI N G  

S Y S T E M, M A R C H  1 3, 1 9 5 5
C o p yri g ht,  1 9 5 5
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cept for his breechcloth—was loung-
ing on the ground in the shade of a 
bowery. His dogs barked vigorously 
at our approach. Upon seeing us, 
Obregon immediately jumped to his 
feet and ran to meet us, throwing his 
arms around me and giving me a firm 
caress. A chill went up and down 
my spine as I recalled that this man 
was a murderer. I was much relieved 
when he withdrew his arms and I 
found that he had no knife in his 
hand. My desire was to get out of 
the company of this aggressive In-
dian as soon as possible. He asked, 
“Where are you going?”

We replied, “To Bonampak.”
He answered, “I will go with you.” 
With firm determination, we re-

plied, “No, you won’t; you can’t go.”
Then he inquired, “Why not?”
To that we replied, “Because we 

have engaged those Indians to go with 
us.”

Still he insisted on coming along 
also; but we flatly told him that we 
did not want him—definitely he 
could not go with us to Bonampak. 
It took all of the persuasion we could 
muster to convince him. Finally he 
relented by inviting us to come to his 
home on our return journey and, 
“write our names and addresses in 
his big book.” It was obvious that 
his principle purpose was to provide 
another opportunity to try to get some 
gifts from us, which in the preceding 
conversation we had refused to give 
him.

As quickly as we could get away 
from Obregon, we continued our 
journey toward Bonampak. When we 
were approximately a hiking hour’s 
distance from our desired goal, dark-
ness came. We attached our ham-
mocks to some trees. We had brought 
no bedding, and so, wet and ex-
hausted, we crawled into our ham-
mocks hoping to get a good night’s 
sleep. The intense tropical heat of 
the day was soon replaced by the 
chill of the night. A wind arose sud-
denly and blew through the dense 
foliage, making the weather very 
chilly. In fact, to our surprise shortly 
after we had climbed into our ham-
mocks, we were lying there shivering.

Nabor and Juan built a small fire 
and cuddled by it throughout the en-
tire night. Several times I had strong 
urges to join them, but resisted, and 
lay in the hammock all night un-
comfortably cold and most of the 
time wide-awake.

(Continued on following page)
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GARDEN CART

Eft ¡SWAM 
„LUS ASS WAYS-

HOME & GARDEN 
Wheelbarrow

If you prefer a wheel-
barrow, then this is 
the one for you! Light 
weight, yet it holds 
big loads. Seamless 
deep-drawn tray; tu-
bular steel frame. 
Puncture-proof, jum-
bo tire. Converts into 
a portable barbecue 
cart in a jiffy!

2-WHEELER 
Ladies* Choice!
Most feminine gardeners 
go for this two-wheel 
model! It handles easily 
on sloping or rough 
ground; even when 
heaped full it may be 
pushed or pulled with-
out danger of spilling. 
Use it to barbecue, too!

NORTHWEST METAL PRODUCTS, INC.
SS SPOKANE STREET • SEATTLE 4, WASHINGTON

Get double use from your 
wheelbarrow! Inexpensive 
attachment converts either 
model into a perfect porta-
ble barbecue cart—the heat 
won’t harm the barrow.
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7. c M i
t e e n a p ai g e

gr a d u ati o n  dr e s s e s
as  a d v e rtis e d  i n “ S e v e nt e e n"

Mist y  n yl o n  ... f o r y o u r g r a d u ati o n — t h e bi g  

d a y  — a n d  t h e d at es  w hi c h  g o  wit h  it. V el v et

I O9 S
d ust e d  n yl o n  d r ess es  d esi g n e d  es p e ci all y f o r

Z C M 1  b y  T e e n a  P ai g e  a n d  f e at u r e d i n A p ril ’s

S e v e nt e e n  m a g a zi n e.  P ast els,  w hit e  i n 7- 1 5 «

Z C Mi  J U NI O R S ’ S H O P — S e c o n d  Fl o or

3 4 2

Q u a n. St yl e C ol or Si z e Pri c e

A r c h a e ol o g y  a n d t h e

B o o k  of  M o r m o n
( C o nti n u e d fr o m, pr e c e di n g  p a g e)

N o w  a n d  t h e n d uri n g  t h e l o n g a n d  
dr e ar y  ni g ht  t h e t h o u g ht cr o w d e d  it-
s elf i nt o m y  mi n d:  “ W h at  f o olis h 
m e n  w e  ar e — b ot h of t h os e I n di a ns 
h a v e  g u ns,  a n d  w e  ar c l yi n g i n t h es e 
h a m m o c ks c o m pl et el y d ef e ns el ess. 
T h e y  c o ul d e asil y s h o ot us at a n y  
m o m e nt,  t a k e o ur  g o o ds,  a n d  n o b o d y  
w o ul d  k n o w w h er e  w e  h a d g o n e. ”  
T h e n  I w o ul d  p us h  t h os e dis a gr e e a bl e  
t h o u g hts asi d e b y r e ass uri n g m ys elf  
t h at t h e L or d  w o ul d  pr ot e ct  us,  w hi c h  
I a c k n o wl e d g e h e  di d.

A n ot h er  f a ct or u n c o m m o n  t o us  i n 
sl e e pi n g i n t h e j u n gl es w as  t h e v ari et y  
of w eir d  s o u n ds t h at c o nti n u o usl y  
fill e d t h e air. N o w  a n d t h e n a li m b 
w o ul d  f all fr o m a tr e e a n d cr as h o n  
t h e gr o u n d. Wil d  m o n k e ys  c h att er e d,  
s c ol d e d at e a c h ot h er,  a n d s cr e a m e d;  
a n d  a  n u m er o us  v ari et y  of  bir ds  m a d e  
di v ers e  s o u n ds a c c or di n g t o t h eir n a -
t ur es. Als o,  t h e t h o u g hts of  j a g u ars, 
s n a k es, s pi d ers, a n d  ot h er  i n h a bit a nts 
of  t h e j u n gl es w er e  irrit ati n g f a ct ors 
i n ( dist ur bi n g o ur  ni g ht ’s r est. T h at  
w as  o n e of t h e l o n g est a n d m ost 
dis a gr e e a bl e  ni g hts t h at I h a v e  e v er  
s p e nt. W e  w er e  h a p p y  w h e n  m or ni n g  
c a m e a n d w e  c o ul d c o nti n u e o ur  
j o ur n e y t o B o n a m p a k.

W e  fi n all y arri v e d at t h e t e m pl e 
of  “ p ai nt e d  w alls, ” w hi c h  will  b e  d e -
s cri b e d i n t h e n e xt arti cl e. O ur  
t hrill s ur p ass e d d es cri pti o n. W e  t o o k 
p h ot o gr a p hs  of t h e p ai nti n gs of t h e 
d ar k a n d li g ht c ol or e d p e o pl e, a n d  
t h e n hi k e d b a c k t o t h e I n di a n’s 
h o m es,  arri vi n g at 3: 3 0  i n t h e aft er -
n o o n.

It h a d  b e e n  r e p ort e d t o us  t h at t h e 
dist a n c e fr o m t h e air pl a n e l a n di n g 
stri p t o B o n a m p a k  a n d  b a c k  w as  o nl y  
t hirt y mil es.  Aft er  m a ki n g  t h e tri p, 
a n d  j u d gi n g fr o m o ur  e x p eri e n c es  a n d  
t h e w a y  w e  f elt, w e  c o n cl u d e d t h at 
o n e  ci p h er h a d  b e e n o mitt e d — m a k -
i n g t h e dist a n c e “ 3 0 0 ” mil es. If 
a n y o n e d o u bts  t his st at e m e nt, h e is 
at li b ert y t o m a k e  a si mil ar tri p a n d  
t h er e b y v erif y or dis pr o v e o ur c o n -
cl usi o ns.

U p o n  arri vi n g at t h e I n di a ns’ 
h o m es, n at ur all y o ur first c o n c er n  
w as  f o o d, si n c e o ur  r ati o ns h a d  b e e n  
li mit e d t o t w o s m all s a us a g es e a c h  
d uri n g  t h at a n d p art  of  t h e pr e vi o us  
d a y. W e  i m m e di at el y as k e d t h e I n-
di a n  w o m e n  t o pr e p ar e  us  s o m e f o o d.

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



In response, one of them brought us 
three eggs. José Davila asked, 
“Cooked or raw?”

She replied, “Raw.”
He then suggested, “Go back and 

cook them.”
She immediately did so, and short-

ly thereafter returned not only with 
the three eggs but also with some 
tortillas. I gladly took the boiled 
egg, but upon looking at those In-
dian women, I remarked, “No, I 
don’t care for any tortillas.” But my 
stomach didn’t believe the words my 
mouth had spoken, and so I reversed 
my decision, saying, “I will take one.” 
I ate it and concluded that it was the 
most delicious morsel of food that I 
had ever tasted. Then I said, “I 
will be happy to take another,” and 
it was as delicious as the first. After 
this the Indian women provided 
bananas for dessert.

Since we were not to meet the 
plane at the airstrip until ten o’clock 
the following morning, the Lacadon 
Indians insisted on our staying at 
their home that night, promising that 
they would guide us to the airstrip 
the following morning. They gen-
erously- offered us, as a place to hang 
our hammocks that night, an open- 
air, thatched roofed shed which stood 
on the side of the river opposite to 
their homes.

Darkness came, and we crawled in-
to our hammocks. By 10:00 p.m. we 
were again lying there shaking and 
shivering, as we had done the previ-
ous night. José got out of his ham-
mock and built fires to keep us warm. 
Thereafter throughout the night we 
took turns keeping the fires burning, 
and so we were wiser than we had 
been the previous night.

About 6:00 a.m. we arose and, ac-
companied by Nabor and Juan, their 
wives, the two Indian boys, and 
all the dogs, headed for the air-
strip. Approximately three hours later 
we arrived, observing that we were 
thirty minutes ahead of the appointed 
time. Our aviator, however, was four 
hours late. He blamed his tardiness 
on the fact that he didn’t expect us to 
be there, thinking that surely we 
would be lost in the jungle.

Otto, José, and I are happy to have 
seen the “painted walls,” which gave 
us additional confirmation of the 
Book of Mormon claims of dark- and 
light-colored peoples having lived in 
ancient America.

(To be continued}
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You can bale when you want to bale for peak protein and palatability 
with this new low-cost Case “130” Automatic Baler shown below. 
It speeds up your haying to beat the weather, avoids waiting on 
hired help or borrowed balers. Makes smooth, twine-tied 14 x 18 
bales just right in density for easy handling and storage, sliced for 
easy feeding. Baler is built so simple that most anyone can operate 
and adjust it ... so light in weight and draft most any tractor can 
pull it ... so low in cost most any farmer can afford it. Pick-up and 
feed auger have positive drive from thrifty air-cooled engine for 
smooth operation without overloading in extra heavy or bunched hay.
New Big Tonnage Case “140” Baler. Ideal for big acreages or 
custom baling. Slices and compresses hay by alternately timed 
plungers to reduce power peaks, increase baling capacity. See your 
Case dealer for all the facts. Ask him about the Case Income Payment 
Plan that lets you pay when you have money coming in.

ISE* FOR BALERS that  pac k  
WAAwCi a bonus  in every  ba le

Acres you farm.

Student?.

JAddress.

New "130” Baler 
New "140” Baler 
Forage Harvester 
Forage Blower 
4-Way Crop

Elevator
Heavy-Duty 

Elevator

New 4-Plow, 4-Row 
"400” Tractor

5-Plow "500” 
Diesel Tractor

3-PIow "SC” 
Tractor

2-Plow "VA” Series 
Tractors

For fully descriptive pictorial folders, check here or write in margin any 
kind of farm implement, any size tractor that may interest you. Address 
J. I. Case Co., Dept. E-445, Racine, Wis.
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