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T H E  M O D E R N  S C RI P T U R E S —

O u r  G r e at e st  Ai d s
b y  Milt o n  R.  H u nt er

O F  T H E  FI R S T  C O U N CI L  O F  T H E  S E V E N T Y

Y  d e ar  br et hr e n  a n d  sist ers:  
I h u m bl y  pr a y  t h at I s h all 
b e  g ui d e d  b y  t h e S pirit  of  
t h e L or d  i n t h e bri ef  r e-
m ar ks  t h at I m a k e  t his 
aft er n o o n.

I h ol d  h er e  i n m y  h a n d  w h at  I c o n -
si d er t o b e t hr e e of  t h e m ost  v al u a bl e  
tr e as ur es i n t h e w orl d.  Fr o m  a m o n e-
t ar y st a n d p oi nt, t h e y ar e b e y o n d  pri c e.  
If all of  t h e p e o pl e  i n t h e w orl d  w o ul d  
m a k e  c o m pl et e  a p pli c ati o n  of  w h at  t h es e 
t hr e e tr e as ur es c o nt ai n,  utili zi n g  t h e m t o 
t h e f ull est, I b eli e v e t h eir c o nt e nts  
w o ul d  d o m or e  g o o d f or t h e h u m a n  
f a mil y t h a n d o all t h e ar mi es i n t h e 
w orl d,  all t h e ki n gs  t h at sit o n  t hr o n es, 
all t h e g o v er n m e nts t h at r ul e, or a n y  
ot h er t hi n gs t h at w e  mi g ht  att ai n i n 
t his w orl d.  I a m h ol di n g  i n m y  h a n d  
t h e L att er- d a y  S ai nts ’ tri pl e c o m bi n a -
ti o n of h ol y s cri pt ur es — t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n,  t h e D o ctri n e  a n d C o v e n a nts,  
a n d t h e P e arl  of  Gr e at  Pri c e.  T h e y  c o n -
t ai n t h e w or d  of  G o d  as r e v e al e d i n t h e 
l att er d a ys fr o m h e a v e n t hr o u g h t h e 
Pr o p h et  J os e p h S mit h,  f or t h e s al v ati o n 
a n d  e x alt ati o n  of  all  t h e m e m b ers  of  t h e 
h u m a n f a mil y w h o  will  r e c ei v e t h eir 
di vi n e t e a c hi n gs a n d r e n d er o b e di e n c e.

M e m b ers  of t h e C h ur c h  of J es us 
C hrist  a c c e pt o n e m or e  b o o k as s cri p-
t ur e— t h e H ol y  Bi bl e — a n d h e n c e  t h e y 
r e g ar d it as a ut h orit ati v e a n d bi n di n g  
o n  t h eir li v es. I s h all n ot  s p e a k of  t h at 
s cri pt ur e t o d a y b ut  c o nfi n e m y  r e m ar ks 
t o t h e s cri pt ur es gi v e n  t o t h e w orl d  b y  
t h e p o w er of t h e L or d  t hr o u g h his  
Pr o p h et  J os e p h S mit h.

T h e  first of  t h es e t hr e e s cri pt ur es of  
t h e L att er- d a y  S ai nts,  as it a p p e ars i n 
t h e tri pl e c o m bi n ati o n, is t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n.  T his  v ol u m e c o nt ai ns t h e 
g os p el of J es us C hrist  as t h e a n ci e nt  
A m eri c a ns  r e c ei v e d a n d u n d erst o o d it.

T h e  m ost  vit al  p ur p o s e  t h at t h e writ -
ers h a d  i n mi n d  i n pr e p ari n g  t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  w as  t h at it s h o ul d s er v e as  
a n e w wit n ess  f or C hrist,  es p e ci all y a  
n e w  wit n ess  f or C hrist  t o t h e J e ws a n d 
g e ntil es i n t h e l att er d a ys. 1 It w as  
writt e n  t o v erif y  t h e m essi a hs hi p  of  t h e 
O nl y  B e g ott e n  as pr o cl ai m e d  i n t h e Ol d  
a n d N e w  T est a m e nts.

T o w ar ds  t h e cl os e of  his  lif e, N e p hi,  
t h e first writ er  o n  t h e N e p hit e  r e c or ds, 
h a n d e d  t h e pl at es t o his  br ot h er  J a c o b 
a n d i nstr u ct e d J a c o b t o r e c or d c ar e -
f ull y

J 2 N e p hi  2 6: 1 2; M o r m o n  5.- 9- 1 4.
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. . . pr e a c hi n g  w hi c h  w as  s a cr e d, or  r e v el a-
ti o n w hi c h  w as  gr e at, or  pr o p h es yi n g, . . . 
a n d t o u c h u p o n  t h e m as m u c h  as it w er e  
p ossi bl e, f or C hrist ’s s a k e, . . 2

A n d  s o t h e N e p hit e  r e c or ds w er e  
writt e n  a n d pr es er v e d  t o c o m e f ort h i n 
t h e l att er d a ys  t o b e ar  wit n ess  t h at J es us 
is t h e C hrist,  t h e S a vi or  of  t h e w orl d,  
t h e M e di at or  b et w e e n  t h e h e a v e ns  a n d 
t h e e art h, t h e O nl y  B e g ott e n  of t h e 
Et er n al  F at h er  i n t h e fl es h, a n d t h e R e -
d e e m er  of  t h e h u m a n  f a mil y. A  c ar e -
f ul r e a di n g of t h e B o o k  of M or m o n  
c o n vi n c es o n e  t h at n ot  o nl y  J a c o b b ut  
als o all t h e pr o p h ets w h o  s u c c e e d e d 
hi m  c ar ef ull y f oll o w e d N e p hi ’s i nj u n c-
ti o n. T hr o u g h o ut  t h e e ntir e b o o k  wit -
n ess  is b or n  al m ost c o nti n u o usl y t o t h e 
di vi n e missi o n  of t h e L a m b  of G o d,  
t h e A n oi nt e d  O n e  of  Isr a el.

I n f a ct, M or o ni,  t h e l ast pr o p h et  of  
t h e N e p hit e  r a c e, i n his  pr ef a c e t o t h e 
B o o k  of  M or m o n,  p oi nt e d  o ut t h at t h e 
r e c or d h a d b e e n writt e n  pri m aril y f or 
t h e p ur p os e  of

. . . t h e c o n vi n ci n g  of  t h e J e w a n d G e ntil e  
t h at J es us is t h e C hrist,  t h e Et er n al  G o d,  
m a nif esti n g  hi ms elf  u nt o  all n ati o ns —  . . .

I t hi n k t h at b ot h t h e J ar e dit e a n d 
N e p hit e  pr o p h ets  di d  a n e x c ell e nt w or k  
i n gi vi n g  us m u c h  e vi d e n c e of  t h e di-
vi nit y  a n d missi o n  of  J es us C hrist;  t h us 
m a ki n g  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  i n d e e d a  
a n e w  wit n ess.

T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  c o nt ai ns  a  n u m -
b er  of  t e a c hi n gs w hi c h  h el p  t o e x pl ai n,  
a m plif y, a n d cl arif y d o ctri n e f o u n d i n 
t h e Bi bl e;  f or e x a m pl e, a c c or di n g t o t h e 
S er m o n  o n t h e M o u nt  as r e c or d e d i n 
t h e G os p el  of  M att h e w,  w hil e  J es us w as  
t al ki n g t o t h e e ntir e m ultit u d e  of p e o -
pl e  h e  i nstr u ct e d:

T h er ef or e  I s a y u nt o  y o u,  T a k e  n o  t h o u g ht 
f or y o ur lif e, w h at  y e s h all e at, or w h at  
y e  s h all dri n k;  n or  y et  f or y o ur  b o d y,  w h at  
y e s h all p ut  o n. 3

Brilli a nt  s c h ol ars— a n d I t hi n k m a n y  
of t h e m f ait hf ul m e n,  p er h a ps b eli e v -
i n g t h at C hrist  w as  t h e gr e at est  of all  
t e a c h ers, pr o cl ai mi n g  at  all  ti m es et er n al  
tr ut hs— s a w i n t h e M ast er ’s f or e g oi n g 
st at e m e nt w h at  a p p e ar e d t o b e a n e c o -
n o mi c f all a c y. T h e y  o bs er v e d t h at if 
p e o pl e  i n g e n er al  t hr o u g h o ut t h e w orl d 
t o o k n o h e e d  of  w h at  t h e y s h o ul d e at  

2 J a c o b 1: 4.
’M att h e w  6: 2 5.

or  w e ar  or dri n k,  t h e y w o ul d  s o o n b e  
h u n gr y,  t hirst y, a n d u n cl ot h e d;  a n d s o 
t h os e s c h ol ars wr ot e  n u m er o us  e x pl a n a -
ti o ns i n t h eir eff orts t o i nt er pr et w h at  
t h e M ast er  m a y  h a v e  m e a nt.

B ut  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  i n o n e  bri ef  
st at e m e nt gi v es, I b eli e v e,  m or e  cl arifi -
c ati o n  t o t h at pr o bl e m  t h a n is f o u n d i n 
all t h e e x pl a n ati o ns gi v e n  b y  t h e s c h ol-
ars. A c c or di n g  t o t h at r e c or d, J es us 
a p p e ar e d t o t h e N e p hit es  f oll o wi n g his  
r es urr e cti o n a n d g a v e a s er m o n si mil ar  
t o t h e o n e  k n o w n  i n t h e N e w  T est a m e nt  
as t h e S er m o n  o n t h e M o u nt.  J es us 
w as  t al ki n g t o t h e m ultit u d e,  a n d t h e n 
t h e N e p hit e  r e c or d st at es:

A n d  n o w it c a m e t o p ass t h at w h e n  
J es us h a d s p o k e n t h es e w or ds  h e l o o k e d 
u p o n  t h e t w el v e w h o m  h e  h a d  c h os e n, a n d  
s ai d u nt o  t h e m: . . . T h er ef or e  I s a y u nt o  
y o u, t a k e n o t h o u g ht f or y o ur lif e, w h at  
y e s h all e at, or w h at  y e s h all dri n k: n or  
y et f or y o ur b o d y,  w h at  y e s h all p ut o n. 4

T h us  b y  t ur ni n g fr o m t h e m ultit u d e  
a n d  gi vi n g  his  i nstr u cti o n t o o nl y  t w el v e 
m e n,  J es us r e d u c e d t h e pr o bl e m  of  t h os e 
w h o  w o ul d  b e  pr o vi d e d  f or b y  t h e L or d  
t o o nl y  t w el v e s er v a nts of G o d.  C er -
t ai nl y t h e l a b or ers i n t h e L or d ’s vi n e -
y ar d  ar e w ort h y  of  t h eir hir e.

T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  c o nt ai ns s o m e 
of  t h e m ost  m ar v el o us  d o ctri n al  t e a c h-
i n gs f o u n d i n a n y s cri pt ur e or i n a n y 
ot h er  writi n gs  i n t h e w orl d.  T h e  a n -
ci e nt A m eri c a n  pr o p h ets e x pl ai n e d t h e 
g os p el  d o ctri n es  as cl e arl y a n d as b e a u -
tif ull y as a n y pr o p h ets h a v e e v er e x -
pl ai n e d t h e g os p el. I r ej oi c e i n t h e 
s u p er b visi o n  b e h el d  b y  N e p hi  i n w hi c h  
h e  vi e w e d  t h e hist or y  of  t h e w orl d  d o w n  
t o t h e pr es e nt  ti m e. I m ar v el  as I r e a d 
t h e t e a c hi n gs of Ki n g  B e nj a mi n. P er -
h a ps  n o  ot h er  t e a c h er e x c e pt t h e M ast er  
h as  gi v e n  a m or e  b e a utif ul,  h u m bl e  s er-
m o n.  I t hrill e v er y ti m e I c o nt e m pl at e 
t h e m ar v el o us  t e a c hi n gs of Al m a  a n d  
A m ul e k  o n d e at h, r es urr e cti o n, i m-
m ort alit y,  j u d g m e nt d a y,  a n d  t h e at o n e -
m e nt  of  J es us C hrist.  I t a k e d eli g ht  i n 
m e dit ati n g  o n M or m o n ’s str o n g d e -
n u n ci ati o n  of  t h e d o ctri n e  a n d pr a cti c e  
of i nf a nt b a ptis m, r e ali zi n g t h at n o -
w h er e  is t his d o ctri n e m or e  f or c ef ull y 
c o n d e m n e d. A n d  of  c o urs e t h e gr e at est  
of  all t h e t e a c hi n gs f o u n d i n t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  ar e  t h os e f o u n d i n t h e T hir d  
N e p hi.  H er ei n  is r e c or d e d t h e m ar v el o us  
a n d b e a utif ul st or y of t h e a p p e ar a n c es  
of t h e r es urr e ct e d L or d  t o t h e i n h a b-
it a nts of a n ci e nt A m eri c a,  pr o cl ai mi n g  
his vi ct or y o v er d e at h a n d off eri n g  
et er n al lif e u nt o  all t h os e w h o  w o ul d  
a c c e pt a n d o b e y  his  g os p el. T h e  b o o k  
d eli n e at es  i n a n ast o u n di n g  m a n n er  t h e 
M ast er  t e a c hi n g t h e i n h a bit a nts of  t his 
l a n d t h e s a m e g os p el  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n  
w hi c h  h e h a d t a u g ht w hil e  i n m or -
t alit y a m o n g t h e J e ws. F or  e x a m pl e,  
r e a d c h a pt er t w e nt y-s e v e n of T hir d  
N e p hi.  H er ei n  C hrist  g a v e a d efi ni -
ti o n of  t h e g os p el  of  J es us C hrist  w hi c h,  
I t hi n k, is u ns ur p ass e d  a n y w h er e i n r e-
li gi o us lit er at ur e.

T h er e  ar e n u m er o us  i n di vi d u al st at e-
m e nts  o n  v ari o us  s u bj e cts i n t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  w hi c h  I c h o os e  t o c all di a -
m o n d-li k e  st at e m e nts, a n d w hi c h  I 
t hi n k ar e u ns ur p ass e d i n ot h er s cri p-
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tures and in world literature; for ex-
ample, the oft-repeated, sincere, simple, 
but beautiful expression of faith given 
by Nephi is superb. To quote:

I will go and do the things the Lord 
hath commandeth, for I know that the 
Lord giveth no commandments unto the 
children of men, save he prepare a way 
for them that they may accomplish the 
thing which he commandeth them.5

I believe that possibly the greatest 
statement recorded on the purpose of 
man or purpose of life was given in two 
short lines by father Lehi wherein he 
said: “Adam fell that men might be; 
and men are, that they might have 
joy.”6 It is my conviction that the joy 
of which Lehi spoke is a joy that would 
come today and remain tomorrow, next 
week, next year, a hundred years, a 
thousand years, yes—joy eternally. A 
thorough study of the Book of Mormon 
and its companion scriptures which I 
hold in my hand assures us that the 
only way to attain that joy is to render 
obedience to all of God’s command-
ments continuously. The more com-
pletely our lives conform to the teach-
ings of the Master, the greater shall be 
our joy.

The Doctrine and Covenants, the 
second volume of these latter-day scrip-
tures which I hold in my hand, is filled 
with revelation from heaven, given 
primarily through the instrumentality of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith for the salva-
tion of all the members of the human 
family who will receive and obey. These 
revelations were also given for the build-
ing of the kingdom of God or the 
Church of Jesus Christ here upon 
the earth in the latter days prepara-
tory for the coming of the Savior to 
usher in the millennial reign.

The Doctrine and Covenants, in my 
opinion, like the Book of Mormon, con-
tains many of the greatest teachings 
found in any book in the world; for 
example, I know of no revelation given 
through the holy prophets in any age 
of world’s history regarding post-mortal 
life and the final status of the human 
family which surpasses section seventy- 
six of the Doctrine and Covenants, 
known as the. vision, or the three de-
grees of glory. This stupendous revela-
tion was given to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith and Sidney Rigdon. They were 
permitted to look into the celestial de-
gree of glory, behold conditions there, 
and record what they saw while “yet in 
the Spirit.”7 Then they were shown in 
vision the terrestrial glory and likewise 
the telestial glory. A short vision of 
perdition was also shown unto them. 
The conditions requisite for entrance 
into any of these worlds were made 
known unto them.

In addition to the great revelation on 
the three degrees of glory, the Doctrine 
and Covenants contains many more 
revelations regarding post-mortal life. 
For example, section eighty-eight ex-
pands our knowledge of the three de-
grees of glory. Also, there is a marvel-

si Nephi 3:7. 
«2 Nephi 2:25. 
7D & C 76:80, 113.
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ous statement found in section 131. To 
quote:

In the celestial glory there are three 
heavens or degrees;

And in order to obtain the highest, a man 
must enter into this order of the priest-
hood [meaning the new and everlasting 
covenant of marriage];

And if he does not, he cannot obtain it.
He may enter into the other, but that is 

the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an 
increase.8

One of the greatest revelations in 
any scripture is the one on celestial mar-
riage, found in section 132 of the Doc-
trine and Covenants. This marvelous 
revelation deals with the crowning prin-
ciple of the gospel of Jesus Christ, set-
ting forth the condition on which one 
may gain eternal life or exaltation in 
the presence of God. This revelation 
informs us that man cannot be exalted 
without woman, nor the woman with-
out man. It makes clear the doctrine 
that those who prove faithful in all 
things which the Lord hath com-
manded, go to the house of the Lord 
and enter into the covenant of marriage 
according to God’s plan, and continue 
faithful all the days of their lives, shall 
rise in the resurrection and

. . . shall pass by the angels, and the gods, 
which are set there, to their exaltation and 
glory in all things, as hath been sealed 
upon their heads, which glory shall be a 
fulness and a continuation of the seeds 
forever and ever.

Then shall they be gods, . . .’

Thus section 132 gives us an under-
standing of how to obtain the highest 
blessing that our Eternal Father has in 
store for those who love him and keep 
his commandments. Furthermore, the 
revelations which I have referred to 
briefly give us more definite informa-
tion on the post-mortal life of man and 
the ultimate goals to be attained than 
can be found in any other scriptures in 
the world.

The Doctrine and Covenants, like the 
Book of Mormon, also contains dia-
mond-like statements which are superb; 
for example, the one on law is re-
markable. To quote:

There is a law, irrevocably decreed in 
heaven before the foundations of this world, 
upon which all blessings are predicated—

And when we obtain any blessing from 
God, it is by obedience to that law upon 
which it is predicated.10

Another diamond-like statement is: 
“The glory of God is intelligence, or, in 
other words, light and truth.”11

In addition to the great revelations 
referred to, the Doctrine and Covenants 
contains the wonderful instructions 
known as the Word of Wisdom, several 
revelations on missionary work, in-
struction on priesthood, and numerous 
other pertinent revelations which I can-
not name in the short time allotted to 
me.

The third great treasure which I hold 
in my hand is the Pearl of Great Price, 
a pearl indeed. It is composed of two

sibid., 131:1-4. 
oibid., 132:19-20. 
1QIbid., 130:20-21. 
^Ibid., 93:36. 

revelations given to Moses and re-
revealed to Joseph Smith; the book of 
Abraham, written by the great patri-
arch and translated by the Prophet 
Joseph; the twenty-fourth chapter of 
Matthew; some of the early visions be-
held by the Prophet; some of his teach-
ings; and the Articles of Faith. They 
are compacted in approximately sixty 
pages, but every page is dynamic and 
powerful. It is a wonderful book.

The Pearl of Great Price also con-
tains revelations on certain subjects 
superior to any other scriptures or writ-
ings on those subjects found in the 
world; for example, Abraham’s vision 
of pre-mortal life in which he learned 
of the eternal nature of things; of the 
grand council in heaven; and of the 
plan of salvation as presented there 
constitutes one of the greatest of God’s 
revelations to his holy prophets. And 
the knowledge obtained by Moses in his 
vision of Lucifer and the part he played 
at the grand council, added to Abra-
ham’s vision, gives us the most complete 
understanding found in any literature 
regarding man’s pre-mortal life and 
God’s purposes for the good of man.

The Pearl of Great Price also helps 
to clarify some of the difficult passages 
in the other scriptures; for example, 
when Jesus Christ was living in mor-
tality, the New Testament writers re-
port that time and time again he re-
ferred to himself as the Son of Man. 
Many modern scholars in their com-
mentaries have endeavored to explain 
what the Master may have meant by 
this appellation. These scholars have 
almost universally maintained that 
Jesus in referring to himself as the Son 
of Man meant that he was a mortal 
man. They maintain that Christ was 
making no claims of his divinity in 
referring to himself as Son of Man, but 
that he was merely pointing out his 
mortality. The Pearl of Great Price, 
however, clarifies this point beauti-
fully. Speaking of God the Eternal 
Father, this record tells us that
... in the language of Adam, Man of 

Holiness is his name, and the name of his 
Only Begotten is the Son of Man, even 
Jesus Christ, a righteous Judge, who shall 
come in the meridian of time.12 13

Thus we see that Jesus of Nazareth 
was not pointing out his mortal man-
hood but that he was declaring his 
divinity, his Godhood, his Messiah-
ship, his powers as a Savior, his posi-
tion as the Only Begotten of the Father, 
each time that he called himself the 
Son of Man. He was referring to him-
self as the “Son of the Man of Holi-
ness,” even the Only Begotten Son of 
the Eternal Father.

The Pearl of Great Price also con-
tains some diamond-like statements, as 
do the other latter-day scriptures. As 
an example, I shall quote: “For behold, 
this is my work and my glory—to bring 
to pass the immortality and eternal life 
of man.”13

Never in my life have I read in any 
scripture or in any other writing a 

(Continued on following page)
12Moses 6:57. 
lsIbid., 1:39.
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st at e m e nt w hi c h  d efi n es t h e w or k  of  
G o d  ( m e a ni n g t h e F at h er  a n d t h e S o n)  
m or e  c o m pl et el y, m or e  t h or o u g hl y, a n d  
m or e  a c c ur at el y,  i n o n e  s h ort st at e m e nt, 
t h a n d o es  t h at o n e. J es us C hrist  c a m e  
i nt o t h e w orl d,  b ei n g  s e nt h er e  b y  t h e 
F at h er  t o di e,  t o b e  r es urr e ct e d, a n d t o 
br e a k  t h e b a n ds  of d e at h. H e  di d  ris e 
fr o m t h e gr a v e, a n d h e di d p ut i nt o 
o p er ati o n, s o t o s p e a k, a u ni v ers al  l a w 
of r es urr e cti o n s o t h at e v er y m a n,  
w o m a n,  a n d c hil d w h o  e v er li v es u p o n  
t his e art h will  ris e fr o m t h e gr a v e a n d 
t h er e b y r e c ei v e i m m ort alit y. T h e  
wi c k e d  as w ell  as t h e ri g ht e o us s h all  
b e  r es urr e ct e d a n d, t hr o u g h t h e gr a c e  of  
C hrist  a n d b y  t h e a ut h ori z ati o n of  t h e 
F at h er,  r e c ei v e i m m ort alit y. T h us  G o d ’s 
w or k  is t o gi v e  i m m ort alit y t o t h e h u -
m a n  f a mil y.

S h ortl y  aft er  A d a m  a n d  E v e  w er e  c ast  
fr o m t h e G ar d e n  of  E d e n,  J es us C hrist,  
t h e S a vi or  of  t h e w orl d,  b e g a n  his  w or k  
t o gi v e  m a n  et er n al lif e b y  r e v e ali n g t h e 
g os p el  pl a n  of  s al v ati o n  t o F at h er  A d a m.  
I n t h e M eri di a n  of Ti m e  C hrist  c a m e  
t o t h e w orl d  t o s h o w us h o w t o li v e. 
T h e  r e v el ati o n of  t h e g os p el h as c o n -
ti n u e d t o c o m e fr o m h e a v e n  t hr o u g h o ut 
t h e v ari o us g os p el dis p e ns ati o ns a n d  
cli m a x e d i n o ur  dis p e ns ati o n,  c o mi n g t o 
t h e w orl d  t hr o u g h t h e Pr o p h et  J os e p h  
S mit h  i n t h e Dis p e ns ati o n  of  t h e F ul -
n ess  of  Ti m es.  All  t h e s o ns a n d d a u g h -
t ers of G o d  w h o  li v e f ull y i n a c c or d -
a n c e wit h  t his g os p el pl a n  will  r e c ei v e 
et er n al lif e, t h er e b y h el pi n g  t o c o m pl et e  
t h e w or k  a n d  t h e gl or y  of  G o d.

I n c o n cl usi o n,  I d esir e  t o s p e a k bri efl y  
t o t h e m e m b ers  of C h ur c h  of J es us

Y o u r  I nt e r e st i n t h e F ut u r e
b y  C arl  W.  Bit e b n er
O F  T H E  P R E SI DI N G  BI S H O P RI C

y  d e ar  br et hr e n  a n d  sist ers: 
I t hi n k if I w er e  p erf e ctl y  
h o n est wit h  y o u at t his 
m o m e nt,  I w o ul d  t ell y o u  
t h at I a p pr e ci at e s h a ki n g  
b ef or e y o u t h e n e xt f e w 

mi n ut es.
T his  h as  b e e n  a  m ar v el o us  c o nf er e n c e.  

I e x p e ct e d it t o b e  s o, k n o wi n g  of  s o m e 
of  t h e gr e at  e v e nts t h at h a v e  h a p p e n e d  
i n t h e C h ur c h  d uri n g  t his p ast  y e ar. I 
a m s ur e it h as  b e e n  o n e  of  t h e gr e at est  
y e ars i n t h e hist or y of t h e C h ur c h.  
W h e n  I t hi n k of  t e m pl e w or k  a n d t e m-
pl e b uil di n g al o n e — o n e t e m pl e d e di -
c at e d, o n e  r e a d y f or d e di c ati o n, gr o u n d  
br o k e n  f or a t hir d, a f o urt h o n e  r e a d y 
f or c o nstr u cti o n i m m e di at el y, a n d l a n d 
p ur c h as e d  f or a fift h, all i n o n e  y e ar —  
it is a gr e at d a y  i n t h e hist or y  of t h e 
C h ur c h.

W e  h a v e h e ar d  m ar v el o us  r e p orts of  
w h at  h as h a p p e n e d i n ot h er p arts of  
t h e C h ur c h,  t h e cr e ati o n of n e w mis-  
9 4 2

C hrist. If w e  as m e m b ers  will  gi v e  
h e e d t o t h e t e a c hi n gs of t h e S a vi or,  
r e n d eri n g o b e di e n c e  t o all of  his c o m -
m a n d m e nts,  if w e  will  w al k  al o n g t h e 
p at h w hi c h  t h es e l att er- d a y s cri pt ur es 
p oi nt  o ut,  all of  t h e bl essi n gs  pr o mis e d  
i n t h es e s cri pt ur es will  b e  o urs. S o m e  
d a y  w e  s h all c o m e b a c k  i nt o t h e pr es -
e n c e of t h e F at h er  a n d t h e S o n a n d  
r e c ei v e et er n al lif e.

M y  br ot h ers  a n d  sist ers, I h a v e  m er el y  
gi v e n a bri ef a n al ysis of t h es e t hr e e 
gr e at  tr e as ur es. L et  m e  a d m o nis h t h at 
w e  all st u d y t h e s cri pt ur es— t h at w e  
st u d y t h e m d a y  a n d  ni g ht,  a n d t h at w e  
k e e p  t h eir t e a c hi n gs i n o ur  mi n ds  c o n -
ti n u o usl y. T h e  S a vi or s ai d: “ S e ar c h  
t h e s cri pt ur es; f or i n t h e m y e t hi n k y e  
h a v e et er n al lif e: a n d t h e y ar e t h e y 
w hi c h  t estif y of  m e. ” 1 4

T h e  h ol y s cri pt ur es h a v e b e e n m y  
cl os est c o m p a ni o n t hr o u g h o ut m y  lif e. 
I l o v e t h e m a n d r e a d t h e m c o nti n u all y.  
I t hi n k I h a v e g o n e t hr o u g h t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  f ort y-fi v e ti m es. E v er y  ti m e 
I r e a d it I fi n d n e w t h o u g hts. I b e -
li e v e wit h  all  m y  h e art,  as I s ai d i n t h e 
b e gi n ni n g  of m y  t al k, t h at t h es e t hr e e 
l att er- d a y s cri pt ur es, t o g et h er wit h  t h e 
Bi bl e,  c o nstit ut e s o m e of t h e gr e at est  
tr e as ur es t h at w e  p oss ess. If w e  will  
p er mit  t h e m t o d o  s o, t h e y will  s er v e as  
o ur  g ui d es  t o bri n g  us  b a c k  u nt o  G o d.  
M a y  o ur  H e a v e nl y  F at h er  bl ess  us  t h at 
w e  m a y  f ull y utili z e eff e cti v el y i n o ur  
li v es t h es e gr e at tr e as ur es, I h u m bl y  
pr a y, i n t h e n a m e of J es us C hrist.  
A m e n.
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si o ns, a n d t h e gr o wt h of t h e C h ur c h.  
I w as  v er y  i m pr ess e d y est er d a y  m or ni n g  
w h e n  Pr esi d e nt  M c K a y  a n n o u n c e d h o w  
m a n y  n e w  m e m b ers  h a d  c o m e i nt o t h e 
C h ur c h  i n t h e p ast  y e ar,  I s u p p os e m or e  
t h a n i n a n y ot h er  o n e  y e ar  i n t h e his -
t or y of t h e C h ur c h. I h a v e b e e n i n-
t er est e d i n h o w  s o m e of  t h es e n e w  c o n-
v erts h a v e j oi n e d t h e C h ur c h  a n d t h e 
r e as o ns f or t h eir j oi ni n g t h e C h ur c h.  I 
t h o u g ht t o d a y I w o ul d  li k e t o s a y j ust 
a f e w w or ds  a b o ut s o m e of t h e m.

I r e m e m b er a m ot h er  st a n di n g u p  i n 
a c o nf er e n c e i n t h e s o ut h er n p art of  
Ut a h,  gi vi n g  cr e dit f or h er  m e m b ers hi p  
i n t h e C h ur c h  t o a f o ur- y e ar- ol d d a u g h -
t er. S h e  s ai d, “ M y  h us b a n d  a n d I a n d  
o ur  t hr e e c hil dr e n m o v e d  i nt o t his c o m -
m u nit y  a f e w m o nt hs  a g o, a n d s h ortl y 
aft er  w e  b e c a m e  est a blis h e d, w e  d e ci d e d  
t h at o ur c hil dr e n s h o ul d h a v e s o m e 
r eli gi o us affili ati o n. I d o  n ot  k n o w  w h y  
I di d  n ot  t hi n k t h e p ar e nts  s h o ul d, b ut  
at l e ast w e  t h o u g ht t h e c hil dr e n o u g ht

t o h a v e s o m e. S o  w e  s u g g est e d t o t h e 
c hil dr e n t h at t h e y g o t o C h ur c h  wit h  
ot h er  c hil dr e n li vi n g i n t h e c o m m u nit y.  
A  f e w w e e ks  l at er m y  littl e d a u g ht er,  
f o ur y e ars  ol d,  c a m e h o m e  t o m e  aft er  
S u n d a y  S c h o ol  o n e  m or ni n g,  a n d s ai d, 
‘M ot h er,  h o w is it t h at e v er y o n e els e ’s 
m ot h er  g o es t o S u n d a y S c h o ol wit h  
t h e m, b ut  y o u  d o n ’t g o  t o S u n d a y  S c h o ol  
wit h  m e ? ’ ” A n d  t h e m ot h er  s ai d, “ Y o u  
mi g ht  as w ell  h a v e  st a b b e d m e  i n t h e 
b a c k  wit h  a d a g g er,  it c ut t h at d e e p. I 
d e ci d e d  I w as n ’t g oi n g  t o h a v e  m y  littl e 
d a u g ht er  a c c us e m e  of b ei n g t h e o nl y  
m ot h er  n ot att e n di n g S u n d a y S c h o ol  
wit h  h er d a u g ht er, s o I b e g a n g oi n g. ”  
T h e n  s h e s ai d, “ I m et  s o m e of  t h e m ost  
w o n d erf ul  p e o pl e t h at I h a v e e v er  
l e ar n e d t o k n o w  i n m y  lif e, a n d  I h e ar d  
t hi n gs i n S u n d a y  S c h o ol  t h at w er e  n e w  
a n d i m pr essi v e t o m e,  a n d it w as n ’t 
v er y l o n g aft er t h at, t h at I b e c a m e a  
m e m b er  of  t his C h ur c h. ”

I h a v e  h e ar d  s o m e w h o  h a v e  h a d  s o m e 
u n us u al  e x p eri e n c es i n b e c o mi n g  m e m -
b ers of  t h e C h ur c h  t hr o u g h t h e b uil d -
i n g pr o gr a m. I w as  d o w n i n a st a k e 
i n C alif or ni a  a w hil e  a g o. W e  h a d  a  
littl e ti m e t o visit,  a n d t h e st a k e pr esi -
d e nt  t o o k m e  t o a n e w  br a n c h  t h at w as  
u n d er c o nstr u cti o n. W hil e  w e  w er e  
ri di n g t o t h e n e w b uil di n g, h e s ai d, 
“ Y o u  k n o w, t his h as b e e n a v er y  u n -
us u al  pr oj e ct.  T h e  C h ur c h  h as  f ur nis h e d 
t h e m at eri al,  a n d t h e br a n c h  h as  d o n e  
all of t h e w or k. T h e y  h a v e a m a n  
h er e w h o  is a n o n- m e m b er of t h e 
C h ur c h  w h o  h as  c o ntri b ut e d fr e e all of  
t h e pl u m bi n g l a b or f or t his b uil di n g,  
a n d a s e ni or m e m b er  of t h e A ar o ni c  
Pri est h o o d w h o  h as d o n e all of t h e 
el e ctri c al w or k  i n t h e b uil di n g. ”

As  w e  a p pr o a c h e d t h e b uil di n g, I 
n oti c e d  t h e r o of w as  o n,  a n d  t h e o utsi d e  
w as  st u c c o e d. W e  w e nt  ar o u n d t o t h e 
fr o nt. T h er e  w e  s a w a pl ast er mi x er  
r u n ni n g, a n d a w o m a n  s h o v eli n g s a n d  
a n d h ar d- w all i nt o t h e mi x er.  T h at  
s e e m e d a littl e u n us u al t o m e.  W e  
w al k e d  i nt o t h e b uil di n g, a n d I w as  
m a d e  a c q u ai nt e d  wit h  t h e br a n c h  pr esi -
d e nt. I s ai d t o hi m,  “ S a y,  I a m a littl e 
w orri e d  a b o ut  a w o m a n  o utsi d e,  s h o v el-
i n g s a n d a n d h ar d- w all  i nt o a mi x er. ”  
H e  s ai d, “ Y o u  b ett er b e c ar ef ul w h at  
y o u  s a y; t h at is m y  wif e.  S h e  is a p art  
of  m y  fir m. S h e  is t h e b est  h o d  c arri er  
w e  h a v e  h er e  i n Y u c ai p a. ” J ust at t h at 
ti m e s h e c a m e i nt o t h e fr o nt d o or  wit h 
a l ar g e w h e el b arr o w  f ull of  pl ast er  a n d  
l o a d e d u p  h er  h us b a n d ’s m ort ar  b o ar d  
u ntil  h e  c o ul d  n ot  t al k t o us  a n y  l o n g er. 
H e  h a d t o g et it o n  t h e w all.  I f e el 
c ert ai n t h at t h e m a n  w h o  di d t h e 
pl u m bi n g  i n t h at b uil di n g  h as  pl u m b e d  
hi ms elf ri g ht i nt o t h e C h ur c h. I a m  
q uit e s ur e h e h as.

I h a v e h e ar d of ot h ers w h o  h a v e  
p ai nt e d  t h eir w a y  i nt o t h e C h ur c h.  N ot  
l o n g a g o I h e ar d of a m a n  w h o  h a d  
s o m e g o o d  M or m o n  n ei g h b ors  w h o  w er e  
b uil di n g  a c h a p el. H e  w as  a p ai nt er.  
H e  w as  i n vit e d t o assist i n p ai nti n g  
t h e c h a p el, a n d h e n ot o nl y m a d e  a  
fi n e c o ntri b uti o n p ai nti n g, b ut h e  
p ai nt e d  hi ms elf  ri g ht i nt o t h e C h ur c h.

I h e ar d  of  a  m a n  d o w n  i n L as  V e g as,  
j ust a m o nt h  or s o a g o, t h at pl ast er e d  
hi ms elf  i nt o t h e C h ur c h. S o  y o u  s e e,

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A




