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A cti viti es  i n Ki rtl a n d
C h a pt er  I V

t u d e nts  of  C h ur c h  hist or y  h a v e  
l o n g d e b at e d  t h e m e m b ers hi p  st a -
t us of M arti n  H arris.  Writ ers  

a n d  s p e a k ers, al m ost  t o t h e m a n,  h a v e  
s ai d t h at w hil e  Oli v er  C o w d er y  a n d  
D a vi d  W hit m er  w er e  e x c o m m u ni -
c at e d fr o m t h e C h ur c h,  s u c h f or m al 
a cti o n w as  n e v er t a k e n a g ai nst t h e 
ot h er wit n ess,  M arti n  H arris,  w h o  
als o drift e d  a w a y fr o m t h e t e a c hi n gs 
a n d  t h e pr a cti c es  of  t h e C h ur c h.

P er h a ps  t his vi e w is t a k e n b e c a us e  
El d er  Willi a m  H arris o n  H o m er  s a w 
M arti n  H arris  i n Kirtl a n d,  O hi o,  i n 
D e c e m b er  1 8 6 9, as El d er  H o m er  r e-
t ur n e d fr o m a missi o n  i n E n gl a n d.  
U p o n  r e a c hi n g S alt  L a k e  Cit y,  El d er  
H o m er,  a c c o m p a ni e d b y his f at h er, 
r e p ort e d t o Bri g h a m  Y o u n g  t h at M ar -
ti n H arris  d esir e d  t o c o m e t o Ut a h.  
T h e  Pr esi d e nt  w as  pl e as e d. H e  s p o k e 
of  M arti n  H arris ’ c o ntri b uti o n t o t h e 
C h ur c h,  a n d e n d e d wit h  t his st at e-
m e nt:  “ . . . w h e n  t h e C h ur c h  c a m e  
W est,  M arti n  H arris  r e m ai n e d b e -
hi n d. It is tr u e t h at M arti n  H arris  
di d  n ot  a p ost ati z e;  h e  w as  n e v er  tri e d 
f or his  f ell o ws hi p; h e  w as  n e v er  e x -
c o m m u ni c at e d. ” 1

R es e ar c h  at  t h e C h ur c h  Hist ori a n ’s 
Offi c e  i n S alt  L a k e  Cit y  i n r e c e nt 
y e ars h as t ur n e d u p e vi d e n c e t h at 
s e e ms t o pr o v e  ot h er wis e. T h er e  is 
a  l ett er d at e d  J a n u ar y 1, 1 8 3 8,  writt e n  
b y  El d er  J o h n S mit h  fr o m Kirtl a n d,  
O hi o,  t o his s o n El d er  G e or g e  A.  
S mit h, t h e n s er vi n g a missi o n  i n 
S hi n nst o n,  H arris o n  C o u nt y,  Vir gi ni a.  
(It is n o w W est  Vir gi ni a.)  It is a  
n e ws y  l ett er, t h e ki n d  t h at missi o n -
ari es  li k e t o r e c ei v e fr o m h o m e. H er e  
ar e t w o p ar a gr a p hs  fr o m it:

. . . T h e  s pirit u al c o n diti o n at t his ti m e 
is gl o o m y  als o. I c all e d t h e Hi g h  C o u n cil  
t o g et h er l ast w e e k  a n d l ai d b ef or e  t h e m t h e 
c as e of diss e nt ers. T w e nt y- ei g ht p ers o ns  
w er e,  u p o n  m at ur e  dis c ussi o n,  c ut off fr o m 
t h e C h ur c h.  T h e  l e a d ers w er e  C yr us  S m all -
i n g, J os e p h C o e,  M arti n  H arris,  L u k e  S.

x T h e  Im p r o v e m e nt  E r a  ( S alt L a k e Cit y 1 9 2 6)  
2 9: 4 7 1.

“ ... p u blis h it u p o n  t h e m o u nt ai ns ”
T H E  S T O R Y O F  M A R TI N  H A R RI S

P  h  'i m a /i.

J U N E 1 9 5 5

T h e  Kirtl a n d  T e m pl e,  d e di c at e d  i n M ar c h  
1 8 3 6,  w as  t h e first t e m pl e b uilt  b y  t h e L att er-  
d a y  S ai nts.

J o h ns o n, J o h n F.  B o y nt o n,  a n d W.  W.  P ar -
ris h.

W e  h a v e c ut off b et w e e n  f ort y a n d fift y 
fr o m t h e C h ur c h  si n c e y o u l eft. T h us  y o u  
s e e t h e C h ur c h  h as  t a k e n a mi g ht y  pr u ni n g,  
a n d  w e  t hi n k s h e will  s o o n ris e i n t h e gr e at -
n ess  of  h er  str e n gt h. . . .2

J o h n S mit h  a n d  his  s o n, G e or g e  A.  
S mit h,  w er e  t h e gr e at- gr a n df at h er  a n d  
gr a n df at h er of t h e l at e Pr esi d e nt  
G e or g e  Al b ert  S mit h.

Diffi c ult  ti m es a b o u n d e d b ot h i n 
t h e l a n d a n d i n t h e C h ur c h  i n 1 8 3 7.

j o ur n al Hist or y,  J a n u ar y 1, 1 8 3 8. L u k e  S.  J o h ns o n  
a n d J o h n F.  B o y nt o n,  list e d i n t his l ett er, w er e  m e m -
b ers of t h e C o u n cil  of t h e T w el v e.

A p ost as y  w as  r u n ni n g r a m p a nt i n t h e 
C h ur c h,  o n e of t h e c o ntri b uti n g  
f a ct ors b ei n g  t h e fi n a n ci al p a ni c  i n t h e 
l a n d.

I n 1 8 3 6, t h e S ai nts i n Kirtl a n d  
u n d ert o o k  t o f or m t h e Kirtl a n d  S af et y  
S o ci et y. It w as  t o b e a n i n d ustri al 
st o c k c o m p a n y,  wit h  t h e m a n a g e m e nt  
pl a c e d  i n t h e h a n ds  of  r es p e cti v e o c -
c u p ati o ns: a gri c ult ur e, m e c h a ni c al  
arts, a n d  m er c h a n disi n g.  T h e  arti cl es  
of  i n c or p or ati o n i n cl u d e d s o m e f ars e e- 
i n g pri n ci pl es  w hi c h  w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  
v er y  b e n efi ci al  t o t h e st o c k h ol d ers h a d  
t his s o ci et y c o nti n u e d.  P a p er  c urr e n c y,  
or  d u e  bills,  w as  iss u e d b y  t h e s o ci et y  
as  w as  t h e c ust o m  i n t h at d a y. W h e n  
t h e fi n a n ci al p a ni c  br o k e  i n 1 8 3 7,  t his 
c o m p a n y  c oll a ps e d  b ef or e  it h a d  r e all y 
b e g u n  t o o p er at e  f ull y. T h e  c oll a ps e  
w as  h urri e d  b y  dis h o n est  e m pl o y e es.  
E a c h  st o c k h ol d er w as  o bli g at e d,  u n d er  
t h e t er ms of t h e a gr e e m e nt, t o r e-
d e e m t h e c urr e n c y iss u e d t o t h e e x -
t e nt of  his  h ol di n gs  i n t h e c o n c er n.  
B ut  m a n y  of  t h e s h ar e h ol d ers h a d  o b -
t ai n e d t h eir st o c k b y  pl e d gi n g  l a n ds 
at t h eir pr e v aili n g i nfl at e d v al u es. 3  
T h e  “ b u b bl e  h a d br o k e n ” l a n d a n d  
ot h er v al u es h a d e v a p or at e d o v er -
ni g ht  a n d c o n diti o ns i n Kirtl a n d,  as  
els e w h er e  i n t h e n ati o n,  w er e  b a d. I n 
Kirtl a n d  t h e l e a d ers of t h e C h ur c h  
w er e  bl a m e d b y t h e “ m a n  o n t h e 
str e et.”

D uri n g  t h e fi n a n ci al p a ni c  of  1 8 3 7,  
w h e n  a p ost as y “r a n s o hi g h  i n Kirt -
l a n d a n d  s e v er al of  t h e T w el v e  A p os -
tl es t ur n e d a g ai nst t h e Pr o p h et  wit h  
f als e a c c us ati o ns a n d  s o u g ht his  o v er -
t hr o w, it w as  Bri g h a m  Y o u n g  w h o  
st o o d fir m a n d l o y al, d e cl ari n g  t h at 
J os e p h S mit h  w as  t h e Pr o p h et  of  G o d.  
S o i nt e ns e w as  t h e h atr e d a g ai nst  
Bri g h a m  Y o u n g  f or t his b ol d st a n d 
t h at h e  h a d  t o l e a v e Kirtl a n d  f or his  
o w n  s af et y. H e  d e p art e d  D e c e m b er  
2 2,-  1 8 3 7, a n d arri v e d a m o n g t h e 
S ai nts  i n F ar  W est,  Miss o uri,  M ar c h  
1 4, 1 8 3 8. T h e  h e a d q u art ers of t h e 
C h ur c h  w as  s o o n tr a nsf err e d fr o m 
O hi o  t o Miss o uri. 4 Bri g h a m  Y o u n g  

w as  n ot  i n Kirtl a n d  at t h e ti m e t h at 
J o h n S mit h  wr ot e  t h at l ett er, n or  h a d  
h e  b e e n  f or a b o ut t e n d a ys. C ert ai n -
l y h e m ust  h a v e b e e n t ol d of s u c h  
a cti o n a g ai nst M arti n  H arris,  b ut  t h e 
f ast- m o vi n g e v e nts b et w e e n  1 8 3 8  a n d  
1 8 7 0  c o ul d h a v e  cr o w d e d it fr o m his  
m e m or y.

{ C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  4 6 2)

S
o h n A.  Wi dts o e,  G os p el  I nt er pr et ati o ns— E vi d e n c es  
R e c o n cili ati o ns  II ( S alt L a k e  Cit y  1 9 4 7), p. 1 4 3.

^ A n dr e w J e ns o n, L D S Bi o gr a p hi c al E n c y cl o p e di a  
( S alt L a k e  Cit y  1 9 0 1), 1: 1 0.
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and yoiill be
3 times glad

The first “glad” comes when you hear the loud snap 
that tells you: you’ve got a tight seal . . . those built-in 
latex rings are solidly gripping the jar rim.
The second “glad” occurs should you fill jar too full, 
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The third “glad” is when you see the firmness of your 
fruits and vegetables . . . when you taste the flavors 
that have been guarded by that exclusive THIRD 
coat of food-acid resistant enamel.
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Just the Groom
(Concluded from preceding page) 

moment, there was a lull. Julia’s 
glance skimmed past her husband, the 
best man, the bride. Then, her eyes 
rested on her son, wondering how it 
could be that now he was hers no 
longer.

As though he felt her eyes, he 
turned, looked into them. She smiled, 
and he straightened the maroon tie, 
shrugged his shoulders to better fit 
the rented white tux..

He winked at her as he lifted his 
hand and swept it across his dark 
hair—just above the left ear—and 
she noticed, with shock, with sur-
prise, how suddenly large his hand 
looked with the wide wedding band 
upon it.

He was indeed a man. And, he 
was still her boy, but he was Rose-
mary’s more. And, God willing, the 
father of proud generations yet to 
come.

The Story oi Martin Harris
(Continued from page 387)

In the Nauvoo period of the 
Church, we had the publication, 
Times and Seasons. On January 2, 
1843, there was printed a letter from 
Justin Brooks to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith which had been written from 
Kirtland, Ohio, November 7, 1842. 
Brother Brooks says in part:

Twelve persons were baptized yesterday 
and information has just reached me that 
Brother Martin Harris has been baptized 
and is now on his way home from the 
water.6

The Daughters of Utah Pioneers 
have published a letter dated from 
Nauvoo July 18 (no year date) and 
addressed to “Remembered Friend:” 
It is signed by Laura Pitkin and car-
ries this postscript:

Brother Joseph received a letter from Kirt-
land last week. Martin Harris has come 
into the church. Oliver Cowdery is very 
friendly and have prosperous times in that 
place. W. W. Phelps has also written to 
Brother Joseph, makes a humble confession 
and wishes to be received into the church.6

In the fall of 1846 Martin Harris 
was preaching in England against the 
Church, but accomplished little. Back

sTimes and Seasons (Nauvoo, Ill. 1843), 1V:63. 
«Heart Throbs of the West, (Salt Lake City, 1944), 

V;382. The original letter is the property of the 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers.
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in the United States, on January 
23, 1847, at a meeting of the Whit- 
merites, it was moved by William E. 
M’Lellin and seconded by Martin 
Harris that this group, forty-two in 
number, take upon them the name of 
“The Church of Christ,” “and wear 
it henceforth—shorn of all append-
ages or alterations.”7

This report from Elder Thomas 
Colburn was published in the St. 
Louis Luminary, May 5, 1855.

We called at Kirtland, found a few that 
called themselves Saints, but very weak, 
many apostates who had mostly joined the 
rappers. We had a lengthy interview with 
Martin Harris. ... He confessed that he 
had lost confidence in Joseph Smith, conse-
quently his mind became darkened, and he 
was left to himself; he tried the Shakers, 
but they would not do, then tried Gladden 
Bishop, but no satisfaction; had concluded 
he would wait until the Saints returned to 
Jackson County, and then he would repair 
there. He gave us a history of the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon; his going to 
New York and presenting the characters 
to Professor Anthon, etc., concluded before 
we left that “Brigham Young was Governor,” 
and that the authorities were there and that 
he should go there as soon as he could get 
away.8

And this report in Salt Lake City 
some three years later:

Dr. John Clinton gave President Young an 
- account of his trip across the plains. In-

cluded in the report was the statement that 
Martin Harris and William Smith were at 
Kirtland, Ohio, and had organized a 
church of their own.®

Little wonder then, that when 
Martin Harris did come to the valley 
of the mountains in his eighty-eighth 
year, in 1870, the Deseret News con-
sistently called him “Mr. Harris,” un-
til he had re-entered the waters of
baptism. In one editorial, Elder
George Q. Cannon wrote:

Mr. Harris saw fit to withdraw himself 
from the cause, but its course, owing to the 
workings of Divinity through faithful agents, 
has been onward to a most remarkable de-
gree. The Saints, by thousands, have been 
gathered from the nations, a territory has 
been peopled and the foundation of a king-
dom laid which will never again be uprooted 
from the earth; and Martin Harris, no 
longer able to resist the conviction that God 
still guides and controls the destinies of 
His kingdom and people, gladly returns to 
share in their blessings and privileges of 
that kingdom.10

Ubid., IV:433.
sSt. Louis Luminary, May 5, 1855, p. 2. Letter is 

dated May 2, 1855.
"Journal History, May 18, 1858.
10The Deseret News (weekly) Salt Lake City, Sep-

tember 7, 1870.

(To be concluded)
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campus in comfortable rooms, en-
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daily.

• CHURCH HELPS-Church auxiliary 
boards will conduct instruction in 
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humanities, arts, and religion.

• NOMINAL FEE—The $1 registration 
fee admits you to all classes, en-
tertainment and activities.
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HOW MUCH WOULD IT COST 
TO REPLACE YOUR HOME?

The average home-owner today car-
ries only 40% enough fire insurance. 
He's thinking backward to what his 
property cost, instead of forward to 
what it would cost to REPLACE it.

Let us check your 
replacement val-
ues for you.

UTAH HOME FIRE INSURANCE CO.
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