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S
u c h  e v e nts as f oll o w e d t h e l oss of  
t h e m a n us cri pt  of t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  w o ul d  i n d e e d c o nstit ut e  

c al a mit y i n t h e lif e of a n or di n ar y  
m a n.  M arti n  H arris  b e c a m e  s o c o n -
trit e i n s pirit a n d s h o w e d s u c h a d e -
gr e e of h u milit y t h at his tr a ns gr es-
si o ns w er e  f or gi v e n b y t h e Pr o p h et  
b ut n ot f or g ott e n. M arti n  w as  r e-
i nst at e d i n t h e g o o d  gr a c es  of  J os e p h  
S mit h  b ut  n ot  a g ai n i ntr ust e d t o a ct  
as s cri b e.

Alt h o u g h  h e h a d r e c ei v e d a r e-
m ar k a bl e  t esti m o n y w h e n  h e  t o o k t h e 
c h ar a ct ers a n d tr a nsl ati o n t o Pr o -
f ess or C h arl es  A nt h o n  a n d Dr.  S a m -
u el  L.  Mit c h ell,  a n d  ot h er  t esti m o ni es 
i n his cl os e ass o ci ati o n wit h  t h e 
Pr o p h et,  M arti n  H arris  w as  p eri o d -
i c all y ass ail e d b y d o u bts. At  t his 
ti m e h e  s e e ms t o h a v e  as k e d f or f ur-
t h er e vi d e n c e t h at J os e p h a ct u all y  
h a d  t h e pl at es. T h e  r e v el ati o n gi v e n  
at H ar m o n y  i n M ar c h  1 8 2 9, i n di-
c at e d t h at if M arti n  H arris  w o ul d  
h u m bl e  hi ms elf h e mi g ht  b e c o m e a  
wit n ess  t o t h e B o o k  of M or m o n,

“ ... p u blis h it u p o n  t h e m o u nt ai ns ”
T H E  S T O R Y O F  M A R TI N  H A R RI S

b y Willi a m  H.  H o m er,  Jr.

C h a pt e r  II

w hi c h  h e s o e ar n estl y d esir e d; b ut  
if h e di d. n ot h u m bl e hi ms elf, h e  
w o ul d  f all i nt o tr a ns gr essi o n.

S el d o m  h a v e  c o n diti o ns f or o bt ai n -
i n g a t esti m o n y b e e n  s et f ort h m or e 
cl e arl y; s el d o m h as t h e pr o mis e of  
di vi n e gr a c e b e e n m or e  gl ori o us, or 
t h e t hr e at of  p u nis h m e nt  f or l a c k of  
h u milit y m or e  e x pli cit. H o w  gr e at  
w as  t h e p ati e n c e of t h e L or d  wit h  
M arti n  H arris!

D uri n g  t h e c o urs e of t h e tr a nsl a-

ti o n J os e p h S mit h  h a d  b e c o m e  fri e n d-
l y wit h  t h e W hit m er  f a mil y. E arl y  
i n J u n e 1 8 2 9,  D a vi d  W hit m er  c a m e  t o 
H ar m o n y  a n d m o v e d  t h e Pr o p h et  t o 
t h e P et er  W hit m er  h o m e  i n F a y ett e,  
N e w  Y or k,  w h er e  h e r esi d e d u ntil  
t h e tr a nsl ati o n w as  c o m pl et e d a n d  
t h e c o p yri g ht s e c ur e d. 1

As  t h e y n e ar e d  t h e e n d of  t h e r e c-
or d,  e x cit e m e nt  m o u nt e d  i n t h e W hit -
m er  h o m e,  w h e n  J os e p h S mit h  tr a ns-
l at e d t h e f oll o wi n g w or ds  of  M or o ni:  

M o n u m e nt  t o t h e T hr e e  Wit n ess es  of  t h e B o o k  of M or m o n,  o n e of t h e 
st at el y m ar k ers  o n  T e m pl e  S q u ar e  i n S alt  L a k e  Cit y.

2 3 8

A n d  b e h ol d, y e m a y  b e pri vil e g e d t h at 
y e m a y  s h o w t h e pl at es u nt o t h os e w h o  
s h all assist t o bri n g  f ort h t his w or k;

A n d  u nt o t hr e e s h all t h e y b e s h o w n b y  
t h e p o w er of G o d;  w h er ef or e  t h e y s h all 
k n o w of  a  s ur et y t h at t h es e t hi n gs ar e tr u e.

A n d  i n t h e m o ut h  of  t hr e e wit n ess es  s h all  
t h es e t hi n gs b e est a blis h e d; a n d t h e t esti-
m o n y  of t hr e e, a n d t his w or k  . . . s h all  
st a n d as a t esti m o n y a g ai nst t h e w orl d  at  
t h e l ast d a y. ( Et h er 5: 2- 4.  It ali cs a ut h or ’s.)

J os e p h S mit h  r e c o u nts, “ Al m ost  i m-
m e di at el y  aft er w e  h a d m a d e  t his 
dis c o v er y, it o c c urr e d t o Oli v er  
C o w d er y,  D a vi d  W hit m er  a n d t h e 
af or e m e nti o n e d M arti n  H arris  ( w h o 
h a d  c o m e  t o i n q uir e aft er  o ur  pr o gr ess  
i n t h e w or k)  t h at t h e y w o ul d  h a v e  
m e  i n q uir e of  t h e L or d  if t h e y mi g ht  
n ot  o bt ai n  of  hi m  t h e pri vil e g e  t o b e  
t h es e t hr e e s p e ci al ’wit n ess es.  ... I 
c o m pli e d. ” 2

T h e  r e v el ati o n c o nt ai n e d i n t h e 
S e v e nt e e nt h  S e cti o n  of t h e D o ctri n e  
a n d C o v e n a nts  e ns u e d, pr o misi n g  
t h e m c o n diti o n all y t h at t h e y mi g ht  
n ot o nl y vi e w t h e pl at es b ut als o  
ot h er  s a cr e d r eli cs m e nti o n e d  i n t h e 
B o o k  of M or m o n.

W h e n  t h e tr a nsl ati o n w as  fi nis h e d 
a b o ut  J ul y 1, 1 8 2 9, 3 J os e p h s e nt w or d  
t o his p ar e nts, r e q u esti n g t h e m t o 
c o m e t o hi m. U p o n  r e c ei pt of t his 
m ess a g e,  t h e f at h er a n d m ot h er  i n-
vit e d M arti n  H arris  t o a c c o m p a n y  
t h e m. T h e  Pr o p h et ’s m ot h er,  e x-

i D o c u m e nt ar y Hist or y  of t h e C h ur c h  ( S alt L a k e  
Cit y,  1 9 2 7), 1: 4 9, 5 8.

H hi d.
s Fr a n cis W.  Kir k h a m,  A  N e w  Wit n ess  f or C hrist  

i n A m eri c a  (I n d e p e n d e n c e, M o.  1 9 4 2), p. 3 0.
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plaining the inclusion of Martin in 
their company, said, “For we loved 
the man, although his weakness had 
caused us much trouble.”4

The morning after their arrival, 
following the customary devotions in 
the Whitmer home, Joseph Smith 
arose and said, “Martin Harris, you 
have got to humble yourself before 
God this day, that you may obtain 
forgiveness of your sins. If you do, 
it is the will of God that you should 
look upon the plates, in company 
with Oliyer Cowdery and David 
Whitmer.”5

Accordingly, Joseph Smith, Oliver 
Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Mar-
tin Harris retired to a secluded spot 
in the woods near the Whitmer home 
and engaged in earnest prayer. 
Joseph prayed first and the others in 
turn, according to agreement. When 
their prayers were twice repeated and 
still no manifestation received, Mar-
tin suggested that he leave the group; 
he felt that his presence might be the 
cause of their failure. He went 
farther into the woods, and the re-
maining three continued their hum-
ble supplication. Presently a light 
of great brilliancy appeared, and a 
heavenly Being stood before them. 
He held the plates in his hands and 
turned the pages before their eyes. 

. The angel addressed himself to David 
Whitmer and said, “David, blessed 
is the Lord, and he that keeps his 
commandments.” Immediately after 
this they heard a voice from out of 
the bright light above them, say-
ing: “These plates have been re-
vealed by the power of God, and 
they have been translated by the 
power of God. The translation of 
them which you have seen is correct, 
and I command you to bear record 
of what you now see and hear.”

Joseph Smith then went in search 
of Martin Harris, whom he found in 
earnest prayer. Martin implored 
Joseph to join him, and they were 
soon rewarded by the identical mani-
festation which the others had wit-
nessed—beheld the same scene and 
heard the same words. Martin Har-
ris cried out in an ecstasy of joy, 
“ ’Tis enough! ’Tis enough! Mine 
eyes have beheld; mine eyes have 
beheld!” And jumping up, he shouted, 
“Hosanna,” blessing God, and other-
wise rejoicing exceedingly.6

The scene that followed their re-
turn to the Whitmer home is de-

4Lttcy Mack Smith, History of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith (Salt Lake City, 1902), p. 138.

•Vfcid.
°D. H. C„ op. cit., 1:54-55.
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scribed by the mother of the Prophet: 
“Joseph threw himself down beside 
me and exclaimed, ‘Father, Mother, 
you do not know how happy I am: 
the Lord has now caused the plates 
to be shown to three more besides 
myself. They have seen an angel 
who has testified to them, and they 
will have to bear witness to the truth 
of what I have said; for now they 
know for themselves, that I do not 
go about to deceive the people, and I 
feel as if I was relieved of a burden 
which was almost too heavy for me 
to bear, and it rejoices my soul that 
I am not any longer to be entirely 
alone in the world.’ Upon this, 
Martin Harris came in. He seemed 
almost overcome with joy. He testi-
fied boldly to what he had both seen 
and heard. And so did David and 
Oliver, adding that no tongue could 
express the joy in their hearts and 
the greatness of the things they had 
both seen and heard.”7

Having thus, through the mercy of 
God, obtained these glorious mani-
festations these three individuals ful-
filled the commandment which they 
had received, to bear record of these 
things, by drawing up and subscrib-
ing to the document found in every 
copy of the Book of Mormon.

Immediately following these events 
Joseph Smith began making arrange-
ments for publishing the Book of 
Mormon. He arranged to obtain a 
copyright for the book, and Oliver 
Cowdery was instructed to make a 
copy for the use of the printer. Some 
printing firms positively refused to 
have anything to do with a book 
which dealt with God, angels, and 
devils. One, Thurlow Weed, pub-
lisher of the Rochester Telegraph, 
wrote

About 1829 a stout, round, smooth-faced 
young man between twenty-five and thirty, 
with the air and manners of a person with-
out occupation, came into the Rochester 
Telegraph office and wanted a book pub-
lished. . . .

He came again accompanied by Martin 
Harris (a substantial farmer residing in 
Palmyra), . . . who offered to become se-
curity for the expense of printing. But I 
again declined.8

Mr. Egbert B. Grandin of Palmyra, 
publisher of the Wayne Sentinel, 
who was personally acquainted with 
Martin Harris and his circumstances, 
tried repeatedly to dissuade Martin 
from his avowed intention of financ-
ing the proposed publication. Final-

7Lucy Mack Smith, op. cit., p. 139.
SE. Cecil McGavin, Cumorah’s Gold Bible (Salt 

Lake City, 1948), pp. 246-247. 

ly, when Mr. Grandin found his ad-
vice to his friend disregarded, he 
accepted the manuscript for publica-
tion, upon Martin’s assurance that 
$3000.00 would be paid for 5000 
copies of the book. A mortgage was 
given by Martin Harris on his farm-
land, guaranteeing payment of the 
obligation to the printer.

The printing of the Book of Mor-
mon began in August 1829, but it 
did not come off the press until 
March 1830, after numerous delays 
and difficulties were overcome. Dur-
ing the course of the printing, agita-
tion among the citizens of Palmyra 
aroused violent opposition. A meet-
ing was held and a resolution was 
adopted pledging not to purchase the 
Book of Mormon when published and 
to influence others against purchas-
ing it. This caused Mr. Grandin to 
suspend printing until Joseph Smith 
returned from Harmony, and, to-
gether with Martin Harris, gave re-
newed assurance that the amount 
promised would be paid.9

It was in March 1830—the month 
that the Book of Mormon came from 
the press and the payment was due— 
that the revelation contained in sec-
tion nineteen of the Doctrine and 
Covenants was given to Martin Hanis 
through Joseph Smith. The first 
twelve verses were extremely impor-
tant in that they declared, even be-
fore the Church was legally organ-
ized, some gospel fundamentals which 
were contrary to beliefs then taught 
by its Christian sects of the day.

Beginning with the thirteenth verse, 
Martin Harris was specifically com-
manded to repent and to preach re-
pentance, to refrain from sin, to give 
liberally for the purpose of enabling 
Joseph Smith to have the Book of 
Mormon released. The Lord warned 
Martin that this was the last word 
regarding payment for the printing 
of the Book of Mormon—that he 
would be miserable if he failed to 
obey, but blessed if he complied. He 
was admonished and warned against 
his weaknesses and given specific in-
structions:

Wherefore, I command you to repent, and 
keep the commandments which you have 
received by the hand of my servant Joseph 
Smith, Jun., * * *
... I command thee that thou shalt not 

covet thine own property, but impart it 
freely to the printing of the Book of Mor-
mon, which contains the truth and the 
word of God— . . .

°B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History of the 
Church (Salt Lake City, 1930), 1:161 ff.

(Continued on page 244)
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“ . .. P U B LI S H  II U P O N  T H E  M O U N T AI N'
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e 2 3 9)

A n d  t h o u s h alt d e cl ar e  gl a d ti di n gs, y e a, 
p u blis h it u p o n t h e m o u nt ai ns,  a n d u p o n  
e v er y hi g h pl a c e, a n d a m o n g e v er y p e o pl e  
t h at t h o u s h alt b e p er mitt e d  t o s e e.

A n d  t h o u s h alt d o it wit h  all h u milit y,  
tr usti n g i n m e,  r e vili n g n ot a g ai nst r e- 
vil ers. . . .

A n d  mis er y  t h o u s h alt r e c ei v e if t h o u 
wilt  sli g ht t h es e c o u ns els, y e a, e v e n t h e 
d estr u cti o n  of t h ys elf a n d pr o p ert y.

I m p art a p orti o n of t h y pr o p ert y, y e a,  
e v e n a p art  of t h y l a n ds, . . .

P a y  t h e d e bt t h o u h ast  c o ntr a ct e d wit h  
t h e pri nt er. R el e as e  t h ys elf fr o m b o n d a g e.  
( D. &  C.  1 9: 1 3,  2 6,  2 9- 3 0,  3 3- 3 5.)

El d er  J o h n D.  Gil es,  b usi n ess  m a n -
a g er  of  T h e  Im pr o v e  m e nt  E r a , s p e nt  
t hr e e y e ars i n o n-t h e-s p ot  i n v esti g a-
ti o ns a n d r es e ar c h i n t h e hist ori c all y  
i m p ort a nt l o c aliti es of P al m yr a  a n d  
Kirtl a n d. H er e  h e s e ar c h e d c o urt  
r e c or ds, i nt er vi e w e d t h e ol d est r esi-
d e nts, a n d o bt ai n e d a v ast tr e as ur e 
of  i nf or m ati o n p erti n e nt  t o t h e e arl y  
hist or y  of  t h e C h ur c h.

H e  l e ar n e d m u c h  a b o ut t h e lif e 
a n d a cti viti es of  M arti n  H arris.  H e  
h as c o nfir m e d as f a ct t h at M arti n  
H arris  w as  a m a n  of c o nsi d er a bl e  
w e alt h  a n d c o ul d h a v e p ai d t hr e e 
t h o us a n d d oll ars wit h o ut  e m b arr ass -
m e nt,  h a d  h e  s o c h os e n. I nst e a d, h e  
di c k er e d  a n d b ar g ai n e d  a n d h a n dl e d  
t h e tr a ns a cti o n i n his  o w n  w a y.  B e -
l at e dl y h e arr a n g e d f or t h e m o n e y  
t o b e  p ai d  t h e pri nt er,  all ri g ht, b ut  
n ot i n t h e str ai g htf or w ar d w a y  h e  
w as  c o m m a n d e d t o d o b y  t h e L or d.

N ot e  t h e e x a ct l a n g u a g e of t h e 
r e v el ati o n a d dr ess e d dir e ctl y  t o M ar -
ti n H arris,  gi v e n at M a n c h est er  i n 
M ar c h  1 8 3 0:

A n d  a g ai n I c o m m a n d t h e e t h at t h o u 
s h alt n ot  c o v et t hi n e o w n  pr o p ert y,  b ut  i m-
p art it fr e el y t o t h e pri nti n g of t h e B o o k  
of M or m o n,  w hi c h  c o nt ai ns t h e tr ut h a n d  
t h e w or d  of G o d —

I m p art a p orti o n of t h y pr o p ert y, y e a, 
e v e n p art of t h y l a n ds, a n d all s a v e t h e 
s u p p ort of t h y f a mil y.

P a y  t h e d e bt t h o u h ast c o ntr a ct e d wit h  
t h e pri nt er. R el e as e  t h ys elf fr o m b o n d -
a g e. . . . ( D. &  C.  1 9: 2 6,  3 4- 3 5.)

Fr o m  t his it is a p p ar e nt  t h at M arti n  
H arris  h a d ot h er pr o p erti es b esi d es  
his  f ar m l a n ds, a n d it w as  o nl y  p art  
of  his  l a n d h e  w as  c all e d u p o n  t o i m-
p art  f or fi n a n ci n g t h e p u bli c ati o n  of  
t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n.

T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  c a m e off  t h e 
pr ess i n l at e M ar c h  1 8 3 0. Mr.  
Gr a n di n,  t h e pri nt er,  h el d  a  m ort g a g e  
o n  a p pr o xi m at el y t w o h u n dr e d  f ort y 
a cr es of  f ar m l a n d gi v e n b y M arti n  
H arris  as s e c urit y f or t h e p a y m e nt  of  
t h e c ost of  pri nti n g — $ 3 0 0 0. 0 0.

2 4 4

Mr.  Gr a n di n  w o ul d  n ot  r el e as e t h e 
b o o ks  u ntil  p a y m e nt  i n f ull w as  m a d e.  
M arti n  H arris  c o nt a ct e d a fri e n d—  
o n e  T h o m as  R o g ers  II— w h o m  h e  p er -
s u a d e d t o p ur c h as e  t h e m ort g a g e  n ot e.  
T h e  pri nt er  w as  p ai d  t h e f ull a m o u nt.  
A  s atisf a ct or y a gr e e m e nt f or r ei m-
b urs e m e nt w as  arri v e d at b et w e e n  
M arti n  H arris  a n d  Mr.  R o g ers  w h er e -
b y  e n o u g h  of  t h e m ort g a g e d  l a n d w as  
s ol d t o s atisf y t h e o bli g ati o n. 1 0

M arti n  H arris  dis p os e d  of  his  f ar m 
l a n ds a n d  pr o p erti es  at P al m yr a  o v er  
a p eri o d  of fift e e n y e ars. W h e n  h e  
m o v e d  t o Kirtl a n d,  O hi o,  h e  a c c u m u -
l at e d e xt e nsi v e h ol di n gs, a n d f or a  
ti m e pr os p er e d  fi n a n ci all y; b ut  w h e n  
h e wit h dr e w  fr o m t h e C h ur c h  a n d  
j oi n e d i n t h e a cti viti es of  diss e nt ers,  
his w orl dl y  p oss essi o ns gr a d u all y  
sli p p e d fr o m his  gr as p  u ntil  t h e y e n -
tir el y a n d c o m pl et el y dis a p p e ar e d.

H er ei n  w e  s e e t h e lit er al f ulfil-
m e nt  of t h e w or ds  of t h e L or d  as  
f or et ol d i n t h e w ar ni n gs  gi v e n t o 
M arti n  H arris:

A n d  mis er y  t h o u s h alt r e c ei v e if t h o u 
wilt  sli g ht t h es e c o u ns els, y e a, e v e n t h e 
d estr u cti o n  of  t h ys elf a n d pr o p ert y.  ( D. &  C.  
1 9: 3 3.)

Aft er  t h e B o o k  of M or m o n  w as  
p u blis h e d,  M arti n  H arris  p ai d  a s e c-
o n d  visit  t o Pr of ess or  A nt h o n  i n N e w  
Y or k  Cit y. T h e  r e b uff wit h  w hi c h  
his  first visit  t o t h e f a m e d s c h ol ar h a d  
m et  r a n kl e d i n his  m e m or y.  M arti n  
w as  n o w  e q ui p p e d wit h  t h e m at eri al  
e vi d e n c e t o pr o v e t h e l e ar n e d m a n  
h a d  b e e n  mist a k e n  w h e n  h e  d e cl ar e d  
t h er e w as  n o  s u c h t hi n g n o w  as mi n -
ist eri n g a n g els. H e  h a d  wit h  hi m  a 
pri nt e d  v ol u m e  of  t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n,  w hi c h  h e  first off er e d  t o s ell t o 
t h e pr of ess or, a n d w h e n  t his off er  
w as  r ef us e d, h e  pr off er e d  t h e v ol u m e  
gr atis.

M arti n  w as  t h e n t ol d v er y  bl u ntl y  
a n d wit h  v e h e m e n c e t o d e p art a n d  
t a k e his b o o k  wit h  hi m — if h e p er -
sist e d i n l e a vi n g it, t h e b o o k  w o ul d  
b e t hr o w n aft er hi m. 1 1 H er e  a g ai n  
M arti n  w as  a cti n g i n c h ar a ct er,  pr o v -
i n g his  p ersist e n c e  a n d  d et er mi n ati o n,  
as w o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e ct e d of  hi m.  
Pr o b a bl y  h e h a d i n mi n d  D o ctri n e  

‘a n d C o v e n a nts,  S e cti o n  5: 1 8: “ A n d  
t h eir t esti m o n y [t h at of t h e t hr e e 
wit n ess es]  s h all als o  g o  f ort h u nt o  t h e 
c o n d e m n ati o n of t his g e n er ati o n if

“ T h e a b o v e i n ci d e nts r e g ar di n g t h e p a y m e nt of  
t h e d e bt c o ntr a ct e d f or t h e pri nti n g of t h e first 
e diti o n of t h e B o o k  of M or m o n  w er e  gi v e n t o m e 
b y El d er  Gil es.
“ Kir k h a m,  o p. cit., p. 3 7 0.  

t h e y h ar d e n t h eir h e arts a g ai nst  
t h e m.”

O n  o n e o c c asi o n, aft er h e h a d  
m o v e d  t o O hi o,  M arti n  H arris  w as  
i n t h e c o m p a n y of a n u m b er  of a c -
q u ai nt a n c es w h o  att e m pt e d t o g et 
hi m i nt o xi c at e d. T h e y  pli e d hi m  
wit h  wi n e  u ntil t h e y t h o u g ht his  
t o n g u e w as  pr o p erl y l o os e n e d, t h e n 
s ai d t o hi m,  “ M arti n,  y o u  ar e o n e  of  
us. W e  ar e  ol d  fri e n ds a n d  a c q u ai nt -
a n c es, a n d w e  ar e distr ess e d t o s e e 
t h e c o urs e y o u ar e f oll o wi n g wit h  
t h es e M or m o ns.  N o w  pl e as e  t ell us  
fr a n kl y t h at it is all a mist a k e,  t h at 
y o u d o n ot b eli e v e w h at  y o u h a v e  
si g n e d y o ur  n a m e  t o.” M arti n ’s r e-
pl y w as,  “ N o,  g e ntl e m e n, I d o n ot  
b eli e v e it.” W h er e u p o n  his  h e ar ers  
w er e  el at e d. B ut  t h eir pl e as ur e  w as  
s h ort-li v e d. M arti n  h esit at e d j ust 
l o n g e n o u g h  f or his  a ns w er  t o i m pr ess 
t h e m f ull y, t h e n h e c o nti n u e d, “ N o  
g e ntl e m e n,  I d o  n ot  b eli e v e  it. It h as  
b e c o m e a m att er  of k n o wl e d g e  wit h  
m e.  B eli ef  h as  b e e n  s w all o w e d u p  i n 
a bs ol ut e k n o wl e d g e  t h at w h at  I h a v e  
t estifi e d t o is t h e tr ut h.” 1 2

Pr a cti c all y  all  of  o ur  C h ur c h  hist or y  
c o m m e nt at ors h a v e b e e n l o at h t o 
criti ci z e M arti n  H arris.  T h e y  h a v e  
t a k e n t h e c h arit a bl e vi e w t h at his  
pr ais e w ort h y d e e ds s o o v er b al a n c e d  
his i n dis cr eti o ns, t h at t h e l att er ar e  
d es er vi n g of s c a nt c o m m e nt. I n-
d e e d, J os e p h S mit h  hi ms elf s et t h e 
e x a m pl e; h e w as  sl o w t o c o n d e m n  
a n d q ui c k t o f or gi v e M arti n ’s mis -
st e ps. Bri g h a m  Y o u n g ’s attit u d e  w as  
t h e s a m e. H e  w as  g e n er o us i n his  
pr ais e of M arti n ’s g o o d w or ks  a n d  
m ai nt ai n e d  a st o n y sil e n c e r e g ar di n g 
his tr a ns gr essi o ns.

El d er  Gil es  v oi c es a r e alisti c vi e w,  
i n w hi c h  I c o n c ur,  b as e d  u p o n  all t h e 
i nf or m ati o n I h a v e  b e e n  a bl e t o as -
s e m bl e.

H e  c h ar a ct eri z es M arti n  H arris  as  
“ o n e  of  t h e m ost  st u b b or n m e n  i n t h e 
C h ur c h. ” T his  w as  f ort u n at e f or t h e 
Pr o p h et. W h e n  M arti n ’s f a mil y, 
fri e n ds, a n d  b usi n ess  ass o ci at es  t ur n e d 
a g ai nst hi m  f or his ass o ci ati o n wit h  
a n d s u p p ort of J os e p h S mit h, t h e y 
w er e  u n a bl e  t o s w er v e hi m  fr o m his 
p ur p os e. W hil e  his st u b b or n n ess  
c a us e d hi m  m u c h  diffi c ult y at ti m es 
a n d fi n all y t o o k hi m  a w a y fr o m t h e 
C h ur c h  f or a ti m e, it s er v e d t h e p ur -
p os e  of  c arr yi n g  hi m  t hr o u g h tr o u bl e-
s o m e ti m es i n t h e e arl y d a ys of t h e 
C h ur c h.

( T o b e c o nti n u e d')

“ Cit e d  i n Pr est o n  Ni bl e y,  Wit n ess es  of t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  ( S alt L a k e  Cit y,  1 9 5 3), p. 1 3 3.
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