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WORTHWHILE ARTICLES
FROM CHURCH PERIODICALS

A BOOK OF
MORMON
MANUSCRIPT
IN RUSSIAN

(Millennial Star, March 4, 1937)

Tn the February Improvement Era,

“Nations That Need the Gospel But
Have It Not,” by Arthur Gaeth, in-
formed Church readers that Russia had
not received the Gospel message. In
the March 4th Millennial Star a most
interesting article appears which indi-
cates that a manuscript of the Book of
Mormon is now available in Russian.
The article deals with the work of
Andre K. Anastasiou, a Russian, born
in Odessa, Russia, but now living in
Great Bookham, Surrey, England, and
active in the Church as President of
London District.

Since Elder Anastasiou was able to
translate only during the morning and
evening hours, before and after his
work, the translation has occupied
considerable time. The work included
2,400 pages of compact handwriting
which would make considerably more
in Russian than the 522 pages in the
English printing of the Book of Mor-
mon.

The difficulty of obtaining a type-
writer for Russian type was no small
obstacle to overcome. The translator
first of all purchased a small English
machine because of the prohibitive cost
of the Russian typewriter. He then
inquired at another shop where he was
informed that he could only get a Rus-
sian machine by ordering it new. He
was just leaving when the clerk pulled
from his file a box containing old type.
From the contents he finally extracted
a set of Russian type and a keyboard.
Since it had little value without the
other part of the machine, the customer
was able to purchase it at a bargain
price. The Russian keyboard fitted per-
fectly into the English machine which
had been made for interchangeable
sets of type.

Elder Anastasiou began the work of
translation in 1925 at the insistence of
Dr. James E. Talmage when he was
president of the European Mission.
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