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Guide Lessons.
LESSON I.

Theology and Testimony.
First Week in September.

BOOK OF MORMON LESSON.

A PEOPLE OF PROMISE, THE JEWS.

Tn the 20th chapter of III Nephi, Christ in his ministry 
among the Nephites reminds the people, to whom he is speaking, 
that they are the children of Israel, and as such are heirs to all 
the promises made to their fathers Abraham, Tsaac and Jacob, 
lie tells them that the Father hath commanded lnm that he should 
give unto them this land.He tells them that after the promises to 
the Gentiles have been fulfilled he will turn to the remnants upon 
this land and establish them.

“And behold this people will I establish in the land unto the 
fulfiling of the covenant that T made with your father Jacob; and 
it shall be a New Jerusalem, and the power of heaven shall be 
in the midst of this people: yea, even I will be in the midst of 
you.” (III Nephi, par. 16.)

From the very first we have realized that we had on this land 
of promise also a people of promise. What that shall mean in 
the days that are to come we may perhaps best learn by analogy; 
for we have left to us, despite our lack of knowledge in relation 
to many of the tribes of Israel, both Judah and Ephraim.

Our next lesson refers to the war work of Judah, a work in 
which Ephraim is likewise distinguished, to the extent that op
portunity has come to her.

It is the purpose of this lesson to bring to our notice some 
of the other achievements of both Judah and Ephraim, for truly 
both Judah and Ephraim, are beginning to show forth in mighty 
power in the earth.

We turn to Judah first because he ha,s been scattered far and 
wide over the nations of the earth, and numbers today about 
thirteen million in all.

Great Britain has always been noted for statesmen and states
manship, and yet there are eminent judges who declare Disraeli to 
have been the greatest Prime Minister Great Britain ever had. 
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It is said that even Bismarck declared in relation to the solving 
of a vexing international problem, “the Tew is the man.” It is 
almost trite to refer to the leadership of the Jew in finance, and 
yet it is equally as impossible not to mention him. For many, 
many years governments have been borrowing money from the 
great Jewish money lenders, while the Jews in their turn have 
done more than their “bit” in helping to finance great govern
ment projects.

Breat Britain has sought to pay America the greatest 
compliment she had in her power by sending her Lord Chief 
lustice as ambassador. But Lord Heading, as well as being an 
eminent judge, is also a Jew, and thus reminds us that we have 
upon the Supreme Bench of the United States another Jew, 
Judge Brandeis.

We can only cite a few instances here, but they will serve 
to illustrate the facts.

Bergson, whose philosophy was at high tide, distinctly in the 
lime light, when the present war broke out, is of Jewish extrac
tion. The Jews are conspicuous among the noted physicians of 
the world. Jn the famous hospital in Vienna are many noted 
Tews.

A young man of one of our southern towns told me that at 
the New England Conservatory of Music, there were five com
petitors for the violin solo prize one season, and that of these 
five, four were Tews, one a Latter-day Saint.

Tn the world of composers there were Rubenstein and Men
delssohn. Today, among thousands, is Alischa Elman and Galli 
Curci. In the year 1910, the prima donna of the Vienna opera was 
a Jewess, the chief actor in the Royal Theatre, a Jew, the chief 
music critic in Vienna, a Jew, and the great pianist Godowski, a 
Jew. One night the Royal Opera put on a ballet, “The Snow 
Man,” composed by a little Jewish boy of twelve years of age. 
The Jews dominate the managerial and business end of every 
great opera house and theatre in the world today.

In the drama there were Rachel and Bernhart, both great 
Jewish.actresses. Both Frohmans are Jews, and so practically are 
all the great and small managers of both the drama and the motion 
picture industry.

Then, too, in the field of journalism the Jew is a past grand 
master. It is really amazing that so many of the great and in
fluential newspapers of Europe are owned and edited by Jews, 
while we have our own Jewish poet, Alexander Neibaur.

We have written something of the supremacy of the Tew in 
the world of finance, letters, art, medicine, statesmanship and phil
osophy—a story that might find many duplicates in every walk of 
life, had we time and inclination to furnish the facts, but we feel 
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we have said enough to establish our first declaration in relation to 
Jewish leadership and distinction.

Perhaps the thought is coming to many of us that all peo
ple are capable of making an array of talent, which is quite true; 
but that which we insist upon in relation to the Jew is that his 
talent and leadership are all out of proportion to his numerical 
strength. '

Now let us turn to Ephraim, a mere handful gathered in the 
heart of the Rocky Mountains, in number something over half a 
million.

Joseph Smith, their inspired leader, under the guidance of 
the Lord Jesus, builded a city on the banks of the Mississippi 
that was a marvel and a wonder to all who saw it. He set the 
pattern in statesmanship and pioneering as he did in all other 
spiritual and temporal matters.

The march across the continent, the founding of a state, the 
laying out of Salt Lake City, the building of a tabernacle, tempie 
and theatre in Salt Lake City are achievements that must always 
bring to our minds that mighty man of action and of power, 
Brigham Young.

When we think of Brigham Young we always think of him 
as the builder of a mighty commonwealth; and when we think of 
his children and grandchildren we think of a group having excep
tional talent in art lines, with an unusual number of musicians, 
particularly Lucy Gates in music and Mahonri Young in sculp
ture, who are both international art figures.

We have a Utah genius in John Browning, the inventor. Is 
it not a matter of more than passing note that his inventions should 
be selected by the Government in this crisis? Was it only an ac
cident, do you think, that Hon. George Q. Cannon in pioneer days 
and now Hon. Reed Smoot should have such power in the Senate, 
practically making Utah mighty in legislative halls? Is it not a 
matter of distinct pride that not only Lucy Gates, but Florence 
Jepperson, J. J. McClellan, Antony C. Lund, and Arthur Shep
herd should hold the cultured centers of our land as they have 
done now for a decade?

There are a few blocks in the Twentieth Ward, in Salt Lake, 
that have given to us five artists of note. Dr. Albert E. Winship 
wrote that he had been all over the United States, but that Utah 
county could boast more artists and musicians to the square mile 
than any other county he had been in, most of them attracted by 
the famous B. Y. U. to that educational Mecca.

Today, Latter-day Saints boys are teaching in colleges from 
the Eastern to the Western coasts. It is said there are more per
sons amohg the Latter-day Saints holding degrees from standard 
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colleges than from any other Church in the United States. Dr. 
John A. \\ idtsoe stands supreme in United States educational cir
cles as the most famous Western teacher.

rhe vital statistics published by the Church sets her apart and 
distinguishes her above all states.

Judah and Ephraim are coming to their own, no matter how 
far they may be from full fruition. They are both lights set upon 
a hill tiiat cannot be hid.

the remnants of the Lamanites are still in bondage, but just 
as surely will their hour strike as the hour has struck for Judah 
and Ephraim, for they are of Israel and Israel is a people of 
promise. We have a distinguished Indian half-breed, John Gal
braith. who belongs to the Alberta stake.

Many persons living in Central and South America, upon the 
isles of the sea, and having close contact with the American 
Indian, remark their talents. These things which they now ob
serve are but the dawn of that glorious day of promise that shall 
not fail to be theirs in the Lord’s own due time. No book gives 
greater and clearer emphasis to the fact that God’s promises can
not fail than the divinely inspired volume with which we are deal
ing, the Book of Mormon.

QUESTIONS.

1. From which branch of the house of Israel did the Ne
phrites and Lamanites descend?

2. Discuss some of the promises made to the children of 
Israel.

3. Why is it fair to conclude that God, who is fulfiling his 
promises to Judah and Ephraim, will do likewise to the remnant 
of the Lamanites still found upon the earth ?

4. How many Jews are to be found in the world?
5. Name some Tews prominent in the world of finance?
6. Name some Jew or Jewess who has attained distinction 

m some line of achievement not mentioned in the lesson.
7. What city was builded on the banks of the Mississippi 

River under the leadership of Joseph Smith ?
8. What is the approximate number of the Latter-day 

Saints at this time?
9. How do we know that most of the Latter-day Saints are 

of Ephraim ?
10. Tell of some worthy achievements of Latter-day Saints.
11. Name some of her men and women who have achieved 

distinction in the world of letters and as orators.




