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T H E I M P R O V E M E N T E R A,  A P RI L,  1 9 4 1

W A R
WI T H O U T

C A S U A L TI E S

L O O KI N G B A C K  A T*
dj wis L Ht  d ms Altj C L

B y  WI L LI A M  a n d  D E W E Y  F A R N S W O R T H
P u blis h ers  of  “ B uri e d  E m pir es  of  S o ut h  A m eri c a ”

a n d  “ Gr a n d e urs  of  A n ci e nt  A m eri c a. ”

T h e  F U L L E R  W a y!
Wi n  t h e w a r  o n g ri m e a n d di rt  

wit h o ut  b a c k- b r e a ki n g  t oil b y  a r m -

i n g y o u rs elf wit h  t h e m a gi c al  

F U L L E R  ai ds — cl e a n e rs,  w a x es,  p ol -

is h es. et c. A n d  m a k e  y o u r w alls  

a n d f u r nit u r e C O L O R  N E W  wit h  

F U L L E R  P ai nts  t h at l ast a n d  F U L L -

E R  W all p a p e rs  t h at b e a utif y.  Visit  

y o u r  l o c al F ull e r  P ai nt  D e al e r  a n d  

s e e his  s p ri n g a r r a y  of  t o ols, m at e -

ri als a n d  h el pf ul  s u g g esti o ns. His  

st o r e is at  y o u r  s e r vi c el His  g u a r -

a nt e e  of g o o d  v al u e  is t h e f a m o us 

F U L L E R  n a m e.

W.  P.  F U L L E R  &  C D.
S alt  L a k e  a n d  O g d e n

P AI N T • W A L L P A P E R  • G L A S S

F U L L E R  
P AI N T S
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K A B A H

T h e  cit y  of  K a b a h  is di r e ctl y  s o ut h of  t h e g r e at  cit y  of  U x m al  i n Y u c at a n.  T h e  fi rst vi e w  
dis cl os es  a h u g e  m o u n d  o r pl atf o r m  of st o n e, c o nt ai ni n g n o  l es S t h a n ei g ht milli o n  c u bi c f e et 
of  s oli d st o n e c e m e nt e d a n d  s u r m o u nt e d b y  s pl e n di d b uil di n gs  of  ast o u n di n g  p r o p o rti o ns. O n e  
i m m e ns e st r u ct u r e is t h e t e m pl e of  j usti c e c o nt ai ni n g m a n y  r o o ms, s o m e of  w hi c h  a r e s o b a dl y  
r ui n e d it is i m p ossi bl e t o esti m at e t h ei r n u m b e r.

T H E  C O L O S S A L  H E A D  O F  H U E Y A P A

I n t h e vi ci nit y of V e r a  C r u z  i n t h e littl e 
vill a g e of  T r ès  Z a p ot es,  r e c e nt r e m a r k a bl e dis -
c o v e ri es h a v e  b e e n  m a d e.  O n e  is i n t h e f o r m of  
a  gi a nt  st o n e h e a d,  s killf ull y c a r v e d f r o m a  l a r g e 
bl o c k  of  b as alt  w hi c h  h a d  b e c o m e  bl a c k e n e d  f r o m 
e x p os u r e t o t h e el e m e nts. T h e  h e a d  t e r mi n at es 
at t h e n e c k, r esti n g o n a f o u n d ati o n of u n -
w o r k e d  st o n es.

T H E  G R E A T  A R C H  O F  L A B N A  
( B el o w)

T h e  a n ci e nt r ui n e d st r u ct u r es of C e nt r al  
A m e ri c a  p r es e nt  o n e g r e at c o nt r ast t o m o d e r n  
a r c hit e ct u r e, i n t h e a bs e n c e of t h e a r c h. T h e  
M a y a s  w e r e  g r e atl y r est ri ct e d i n t h ei r a r c hi -
t e ct u r al a c hi e v e m e nts b e c a us e t h e y n e v e r dis -
c o v e r e d t h e p ri n ci p al  of t h e t r u e a r c h. T h ei r  
t e m pl e w alls  w e r e  v e r y t hi c k a n d hi g h,  b ei n g  
di vi d e d  i nt o si n gl e c h a m b e rs w hi c h  w e r e  e x -
t r a o r di n a ril y n a r r o w i n c o m p a ris o n t o t h ei r 
l e n gt h a n d h ei g ht. P e r h a ps  t h ei r c hi ef r e as o n  
f o r c o nst r u cti n g t h ei r b uil di n gs  i n t his m a n n e r  
w as  t h at it p e r mitt e d t h e e r e cti o n of a v e r y  
l oft y a n d i m p osi n g r o of c o m b, w hi c h  c o ul d b e  
e asil y s p a n n e d b y t h e o v e rl a p pi n g of si n gl e 
st o n es. As  t h e r e a r e us u all y  e x c e pti o ns t o t h e 
g e n e r al  r ul e, s o t h e r e a p p e a rs t o b e  i n t h e m at -
t e r of t h e a r c h  as  i n t h e r ui n e d cit y of L a b n a,  
sit u at e d i n t h e i nt e ri o r of  Y u c at a n,  w h e r e  st a n ds  
a c el e b r at e d M a y a  a r c h. T his  is a p e rf e ct  
s p e ci m e n of t his p ri n ci pl e  of a r c hit e ct u r al d e -
v el o p m e nt  a n d f o r n e a rl y  a  t h o us a n d y e a rs  h as  
wit hst o o d  t h e r a v a g es of t h e el e m e nts a n d is 
still i n s o u n d c o n diti o n.




