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extreme. But no law prohibits most 
work suggested above, and parents can 
make work.

President David O. McKay said: “We 
are living in an age of gadgetry which 
threatens to produce a future genera-
tion of softness. Flabbiness of character 
more than flabbiness of muscle lies at 
the root of most of the problems facing 
our American youth.”

Are these iconoclasts from normal 
homes with normal fathers and moth-
ers? Or, are those parents income 
producers who satisfy their every selfish 
desire for social life, comforts, golf, 
parties, travel, drinking at the expense 
of their children?

Do the families of these window 
smashers kneel in prayer night and 
morning before these depredations? Do 
they have family evenings, family pic-
nics, vacations, and entertainment to-
gether? Do these parents of such 
hoodlums exercise discipline in the 
home or are the children emancipated 
from restraint, from duties, and from 
controls?

To slow down this ever-increasing 
rate of juvenile delinquency, there is a 
growing cry: “We must have more de-
tention homes and reformatories. We 
need more public money appropriated 
for better facilities, more highly trained 
specialists, social workers, psychologists 
and psychiatrists. We need larger jails, 
more police.”

Certainly, it must be apparent that 
all this is but an attempted control of a 
malady of epidemic proportions. Have 
the experts failed? Isn’t it time to come 
back to fundamentals? “We need more 
money,” they say, but we have spent in 
the last decade $78 billion on ele-
mentary and high schools for the 
children, yet delinquency increases; 
$110 billion on cars; $127 billion for 
recreation, and still immorality, hood- 
lumism, sadism, and vandalism grow 
apace, and to make it worse, $180 bil-
lion in cosmetics, tobacco, and alcohol. 
No—money is not the answer! Surely 
we must realize that an ounce of pre-
vention is worth tons of cure.

The Lord has indicated long ago the 
perfect pattern of prevention. He has 
organized the family in a home with 
unified pursuits. It takes no magician 
nor social authority to know where the 
error lies, and that the cure is preven-
tion. With the home a sweet religious 
one with discipline and love and 
parental bliss and sweet parent-child 
relationships, there would be few, if 
any, prodigals. Reformatories and cor-
rection institutions could close; social 
agencies could lock their doors; jails 
would have few prisoners, and war be 
outlawed.

All this could come by the building 
of the homes of the people into spiritual 
fortresses. If fathers would give them-
selves to their families and mothers 
come home from employment and high 

society to conserve the smaller incomes 
and to be real mothers, then the word 
delinquency would cease to terrify us.

May we organize our homes, disci-
pline our children, and create nations 
of homes such as our Heavenly Father 
has planned, I pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Saturday Morning Session, October 5, 1963

COMMUNICATION
Richard L. Evans

Of the Council of the Twelve

My beloved President, and my beloved 
brethren and sisters:

For more than a third of a century 
it has been my privilege to speak to 
many of you many times through my 
association with the Tabernacle Choir 
and its remarkably long series of broad-
casts and through other organizations 
and activities. But I feel a weighty 
responsibility this morning in speaking 
to you of some things that are close to 
my heart and important to my life, and 
which are vitally a part of the prin-
ciples and convictions of the Church to 
which I have the honor to belong—The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, sometimes inaccurately referred 
to as the “Mormon” Church, whose head 
and lawgiver is our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus the Christ, who with his Father— 
the Father of us all—is the foundation 
of our faith.

It is God the Father and his Son our 
Savior whom we worship. This places 
us on common ground with all sincere 
worshiping Christians, through our be-
lief in the divinity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It places us on common ground 
with all other men also who believe in 
God the Father and Creator of us all, 
in whose image, as scripture testifies, 
men are made.

Now since we have this literal rela-
tionship with our Father in heaven and 
his Son, our Lord and Savior, the matter 
of communication between God and 
man, between a loving Father and his 
children, becomes a matter of primary 
importance—for life is a search for all 
of us—a search for its purpose and 
meaning—a search for the answers to 
questions, to problems—answers that 
will satisfy the yearnings of our hearts, 
the reaching of our minds. These are 
answers that can only come from a 
divine source.

This brings us to the question of 

communication between God and man, 
between a loving, all-knowing Father 
and his searching, seeking children. 
This communication includes prayer, 
inspiration, impressions from the divine 
source upon the mind of man, the find-
ings of truth through earnest seeking 
and research, and also what is called 
revelation, to which the ninth Article 
of our Faith refers in these words: “We 
believe all that God has revealed, all 
that He does now reveal, and we be-
lieve that He will yet reveal many 
great and important things pertaining 
to the Kingdom of God.”

Who knows all the answers or any of 
the ultimate answers? Since no one 
does, they must come from continued 
revelation—from continued prayerful 
seeking and search.

There has been among men some 
suggestion that the heavens are closed, 
that scripture is closed; that God re-
vealed his mind and will to his prophets 
in the far past, but for some reason does 
not do so today.

Do we need his guidance less today 
than men once did? Do we have 
fewer problems? Would a just and 
loving Father love us less than he did 
his children of the past? What kind 
and loving father would fail or refuse 
to respond to his children if they ap-
proached him with urgent need and 
humble hearts?

What gracious and all-wise Admin-
istrator of heaven and earth would ig-
nore the problems of the present or 
leave his children to grope alone 
in life?

The comforting answer to these ques-
tions is that the channels of com-
munication are open; that our God and 
Father is still interested in all our 
affairs; that he has his prophet on earth; 
that he gives to his children what in his 
wisdom they need and seek and are 
prepared to accept.

“Surely the Lord God will do noth-
ing, but he revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets.” (Amos 3:7.) 
“Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.” (Prov. 29:18.)

This need for prophets and their vi-
sion—lest the people perish—prompts us 
to quote another Article of Faith: “We 
believe in the same organization that 
existed in the Primitive Church (i.e. the 
Church founded by our Savior in the 
Meridian of Time), viz., apostles, 
prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, 
etc.” (Article 6.) Would not our 
Savior’s Church today be organized as 
when he was on earth?

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints sustains in this conference 
President David O. McKay, who has 
stood before us this morning in his 
ninety-first year, in his kindly wisdom 
and far-seeing perception; sustains him 
as a prophet of God in this latter day, 
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with the same divine commission that 
was given to the prophets of the past.

Some have asked about our belief in 
the Book of Mormon. The Book of 
Mormon is not a substitute for the 
Bible. We accept the Bible and use 
the King James Version. But we do 
not believe that the Lord God confined 
his communications to the people of 
ancient Palestine or to any place or 
period of the past. He has had prophets 
in other places. The Book of Mormon,, 
which supplements the Bible and is 
compatible with it, is an account of 
the counsels and communications of 
God, as is the Bible, and contains sacred 
and secular history, given to and pre-
served by the prophets of ancient Amer-
ica, among whom were some of the 
ancestors of the American Indians.

God is no respecter of persons and 
has not confined his communication to 
one part of his family, to one time of 
history, or to one land.

Now not only does our Father in 
heaven communicate by revelation, by 
inspiration, but he reveals truth also 
to earnest searching, seeking men in 
many fields of truth. Knowledge has 
been poured out upon the earth, the 
evidences of which are too numerous to 
dwell upon.

And not only does he reveal his will 
to his servants the prophets and to sin-
cere searching men, but he responds to 
a child’s simplest prayer—the simplest, 
sincere desire of the soul. He is mind-
ful of every one of us in all our needs, 
in all of our decisions, in all our uses 
of life, in the thoughts of our inner-
most hearts, and our outermost actions. 
And aside from revelation as such, there 
is the impression within—the whisper-
ings of the Spirit to the hearts and con-
sciences of men.

And not only do we need communica-
tion with our Father in heaven, but we 
need communication and understanding 
with one another. So often we mis-
judge men. We misjudge motives; we 
believe rumors, and not only believe 
them, but sometimes add to them and 
pass them on. We sometimes believe 
what gossip and prejudice says of others, 
rather than going to factual sources of 
information. We often reach conclu-
sions based on sheer assumptions. “O 
mortal men,” said Dante, “be wary how 
ye judge.”

Parents need better communication 
with their children, and children with 
parents. They need to counsel and re-
spect each other and confide in each 
other and share with each other the 
thoughts of their hearts. What more 
important charge could anyone have in 
life than to care for and nourish and 
understand and teach and love a child 
whom God has given? What greater 
loyalty can a child have than to con-
fide in a father and a mother with 

respect and love, sharing hopes and 
dreams and plans and experiences. And 
there is safety in this—safety in doing 
nothing that we would not be willing 
and proud to confide to parents or to 
our Father in heaven, who in fact knows 
all things whether or not we confide.

There is safety in a mother and a 
father waiting for children to return 
at whatever hour—safety in these close 
confidences.

Husbands and wives need to confide 
and communicate with each other and 
not withdraw themselves within them-
selves, but to keep always open between 
them a gentle and frank and kindly 
communication.

Those who don’t communicate some-
times sit in brooding silence, and let 
small things seem large, and imagine 
offenses that were never intended, and 
misjudge minds and hearts and motives, 
and pull apart and sever the most sa-
cred ties, and break hearts and homes.

There is so much of misunderstanding 
that could be cleared with communica-
tion, with talking things out—suspicions, 
offenses, misjudging motives, much of 
which would disappear with communi-
cation and the sincere sharing of 
confidences with those who have a right 
to expect us to confide. As a poet so 
long ago expressed it—

“Not understood. We move along 
asunder,

Our paths grow wider as the seasons 
creep

Along the years; we marvel and we 
wonder

Why life is life, and then we fall 
asleep,

Not understood.

“Not understood. We gather false im-
pressions

And hug them closer as the years go 
by,

Till virtues often seem to us trans-
gressions;

And thus men rise and fall and live 
and die,

Not understood.

“Not understood. Poor souls with 
stunted vision

Oft measure giants by their narrow 
gauge.

The poisoned shafts of falsehood and 
derision

Are oft impelled ’gainst those who 
mould the age,

Not understood.

“Not understood. The secret springs of 
action,

Which lie beneath the surface and 
the snow,

Are disregarded; with self-satisfaction
We judge our neighbors as they often 

go,
Not understood.

“Not understood. How trifles often 
change us.

The thoughtless sentence or the fan-
cied slight

Destroys long years of friendship, and 
estranges us,

And on our souls there falls a freez-
ing blight:

Not understood.

“Not understood. How many breasts 
are aching,

For lack of sympathy? Ah! day to day, 
How many cheerless, lonely hearts are 

breaking!
How many noble spirits pass away, 

Not understood.

“O God, that men would see a little 
clearer,

Or judge less harshly where they can-
not see!

O God, that men would draw a little 
nearer

To one another! They’d be nearer 
Thee

And understood.”

—Thomas Bracken

I would leave my witness with you 
that there is purpose in life, that there 
is a Father in heaven who made us in 
his own image; that he did send his 
Son, our Savior, to redeem us from 
death; that God has revealed himself 
to man through the prophets of the 
latter days even as through the prophets 
of the far past; that he is interested 
in his children; that he responds to 
prayer; that he gives the revelations of 
his mind and will; that men are im-
mortal and eternal; and that there is 
everlasting purpose and reason for the 
righteous living of life, for keeping his 
commandments, for cherishing, serv-
ing, and loving one another.

We would share with you these words 
from King Benjamin from the Book of 
Mormon:

“Believe in God; believe that he is, 
and that he created all things, both 
in heaven and in earth; believe that he 
has all wisdom, and all power, both 
in heaven and in earth; believe that 
man doth not comprehend all the 
things which the Lord can comprehend.

“And again, believe that ye must 
repent of your sins and forsake them, 
and humble yourselves before God; and 
ask in sincerity of heart that he would 
forgive you; and now, if you believe 
all these things see that ye do them. . . .

“And ye will not suffer your children 
. . . that they transgress the laws of God, 
and fight and quarrel one with an-
other, and serve the devil, who is the 
master of sin, . . .

“But ye will teach them to walk in 
the ways of truth and soberness; ye will 
teach them to love one another, and to 
serve one another.
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“. . . I say unto you, that there shall 
be no other name given nor any other 
way nor means whereby salvation can 
come unto the children of men, only 
in and through the name of Christ, the 
Lord Omnipotent.

“. . . O remember, remember that 
these things are true; for the Lord God 
hath spoken it.” (Mosiah 4:9-10, 14-15; 
3:17; 2:41.)

The answers men so much seek are to 
be found, and to the aching, yearning 
loneliness of human hearts, and to the 
anguished agony of the world there can 
come direction, revelation, comfort, 
guidance, inspiration, and a finding of 
the way to the purposeful, happy living 
of life with the peace and cleanliness 
of a quiet conscience, and with the 
blessed assurance of an everlasting life 
with limitless opportunities, and with 
our loved ones with us.

May God be with you, my beloved 
friends, and give you every needed 
blessing in life, and your loved ones, 
in peace and health and happiness, in 
prayerful searching and seeking, in pur-
suit of the divine purpose, with the as-
surance that the answers are there. May 
you have help in your daily pursuits, 
and in your homes, and in all relation-
ships with your loved ones, and with 
wise and good choices in all the living 
of life.

God does live! He is real and 
reachable and not indefinable. He is 
mindful of us. He hears us. He is in-
terested in us. He is ever ready to 
communicate with us. He is our Father 
and made us in his own image, and as 
we seek him he will not leave us grop-
ing and lonely and alone. His word, 
his Church, his purposes are here and 
now on earth. The Creator is still in 

command. May God bless you and 
peace be with you—always, I pray in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

A 
CHOSEN 

GENERATION
. . A PECULIAR 

PEOPLE
Bishop John H. Vandenberg

Presiding Bishop

The Bible states that our Savior Jesus 
Christ “. . . gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar peo-
ple, zealous of good works.” (Titus 2:14.) 
The members of The Church of-Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints are known 
throughout the world as a peculiar 
people.

We are considered a peculiar people 
because of our Word of Wisdom—the 
great youth program, the welfare pro-
gram, the priesthood, and because of 
our belief in God—that he is a personal 
God and is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever, and that he speaks to his 
prophets today as he did anciently. We 
are peculiar because we not only claim 
but furnish evidence to all people that 

the gospel of Jesus Christ has been re-
stored to the earth in these latter days. 
We believe that the same organization 
that existed in the primitive Church of 
apostles, prophets, bishops, teachers, 
elders, and seventies, has been restored 
by direct revelation. It is the duty of 
those called as apostles “. . . to ordain 
and set in order all the other officers of 
the church, . . .” (D&C 107:58.)

“The Twelve are a Traveling Presid-
ing High Council, to officiate in the 
name of the Lord, under the direction 
of the Presidency of the Church, . . . 
to build up the Church, and regulate 
all the affairs of the same in all na-
tions, . . .” (Ibid., 107:33.) The Twelve 
travel throughout the world and under 
the influence of the Spirit ordain bishops 
to be “stewards of God.”

In connection with the duties of the 
apostles, I would like to relate an 
apocryphal story from the writings of 
Clement of Alexandria:

“. . . about John the Apostle, handed 
down and preserved in memory. When, 
on the death of the tyrant, he (John) 
passed over to Ephesus from the Island 
of Patmos, he used to make missionary 
journeys also to neighboring gentile 
cities, in some places to appoint bishops, 
and in some to set in order whole 
churches and ... to appoint one of 
those indicated by the Spirit. On his 
arrival then at one of the cities at no 
great distance, of which some even 
mention the name, ... he saw a youth 
of stalwart frame and winning counte-
nance, and impetuous spirit, and said to 
the bishop, ‘I entrust to thee this youth 
with all earnestness, calling Christ and 
the Church to witness.’ The bishop ac-
cepted the trust, and made all the requi-
site promises, and the apostle renewed 
his injunction and adjuration. He then 
returned to Ephesus, and the elder tak-
ing home with him the youth who had 
been entrusted to his care, maintained, 
cherished, and finally baptized him. 
After this he abandoned further care 
and protection of him, considering that 
he had affixed to him the seal of the 
Lord as a perfect amulet against evil. 
Thus prematurely neglected, the youth 
was corrupted by certain idle companions 
of his own age, who were familiar with 
evil, and who first led him astray by 
many costly banquets, and then took 
him out by night with them to share 
in their felonious proceedings, finally 
demanding his cooperation in some 
worse crime. First familiarized with 
guilt, and then, from the force of his 
character, starting aside from the straight 
path like some mighty steed that seizes 
the bit between its teeth; he rushed to-
wards headlong ruin, and utterly aban-
doning the divine salvation, gathered 
his worst comrades around him, and 
became a most violent, bloodstained, 
and reckless bandit-chief.' Not long 
afterwards John was recalled to the
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