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Conuerdiom

THROUGH THE BOOK OF MORMOM™

X. Heber ]. Grant

In Heber J. Grant’s connection
with the Book of Mormon we take
another step forward in our exam-
ination of that volume as an in-
fluence in human life.

HEBER J. GRANT AS A YOUTH

The first eight persons consid-
ered in this series showed how it
brought mén and women into the
Church from the outside, how it
caused them to change their reli-

JOHN HENRY EVANS

gion. In the case of the ninth—A.
William Lund—we saw how a read-
ing of the Book of Mormon gave a
substantial footing for a faith al-
ready established, supplied the rock
of certitude on which to stand, so
to speak, instead of the shifting
sandbar of belief.

The case of Heber J. Grant is
different from both of these ap-
proaches to the Nephite Record.
Qut of his reading of the Book of
Mormon, as we shall see, came an
influence that was to stabilize, to
shape, and to direct his life, partly
through one of its characters, partly
through its spirit.

The way in which he came to
read the Book of Mormon in the
first place is so ordinary that many
would be inclined to pass it by as of
no value.

When he was fourteen years old,
his uncle, Anthony Ivins, said to
him and Anthony Ivins’s son: “Boys,
if you will read the Book of Mor-
mon through and give me a pledge
not to skip any of it, I will make
you a present of a ten-dollar pair
of buckskin gloves.”

A pair of ten-dollar buckskin
gloves in those days was a highly
prized possession to a fourteen-year-
old boy. So the two cousins began
the reading of the Book of Mormon
that very night.
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Now, from the time he could
read unhaltingly Heber’s mother
had urged him to read the Nephite
Record. She had naot, however, been
successful in getting him to do so.
She had told him that it was a true
history. His Sunday School teacher
had told him the same thing. And
so had others. He believed them all,
of course, because he knew them to
be truthful men and women. Ne-
vertheless he had not been interested
in finding out for himself that this
was so—until the offer of that ten-
dollar pair of gloves.

The next day after Heber began
to read the Book he met his cousin
on the street. A conversation en-

sued.

Heber: Well, Tone, how many
pages of the Book of Mormon have
you read?

Tone: A hundred and Afifty
pages! I sat up until midnight
reading it.

Heber: Then goodbye, gloves,

for I’'ve read only twenty-five
pages!

But Heber kept on reading. He
had become interested. Sometimes
he read only the allotted twenty-
five pages at a sitting, but at other
times, when his interest increased to
the point where he found it hard
to quit, he read fifty or seventy-five
pages. He had early decided not
to go so fast that he could not get
the meaning of what he read.

His cousin, however, after find-
ing that he was far ahead of his
fellow contestant, either read spor-
adically or went more slowly, and
so, without realizing it, he fell be-

hind.
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Heber won the gloves!

The difference between the two
boys, it seems, lay in the element of
interest.

As to the way in which Heber
did his reading, he said this many
years later: “I read carefully and
prayerfully, and there came to my
heart an abiding and ‘firm testi-
mony of its divine authenticity.
From that day to this its wonder-
ful teachings have been a comfort,
a blessing, and a guide to me.”

What did this youth get out of
the Beok of Mormon? Well, he
got two very definite things.

First of all, he absorbed the spint
of one of its main characters —
Nephi, the first of this name. If
he had received nothing but this,
it would have amply repaid the
effort and the time he spent in read-
ing the Book.

“I thank God from the bottom of
my heart,” he said in his later man-
hood, “that I read the life of Nephi
in my youth. I fell in love with
him then, and his life has influ-
enced mine for good more than
that of any other character in an-
cient history, sacred or profane—
save only that of the Redeemer of
the world.”

The Book of Mormon, like the
Bible, abounds in characters. Most
of these characters, at least the ma-
jor characters, as in the Bible again,
are of the earnest, devotional, fer-
vid type. When all is said that can
be said of the internal evidence for
the divine origin of the Nephite
Record, it will be found that the
power shown there of character de-
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lineation is one of the two most
powerful tests of the greatness of
the Book. Incidentally, it may be
remarked that one would be hard
put to it to name many great world
stories that have not lived to our
time by reason of their characters

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

rather than their plot, or purpose,
or setting. While the characters of
that volume are mostly of the same
general type, yet there is as much
difference between them as can be
found in this class of persons in our
modern life. That is, there is es-
sentially the same individuality in
them that we may see in the men
around us who are also religious.

It is not at ail surprising, there-
fore, that Heber Grant, in his

youth, should have become inter-
ested in a character in the Book
of Mormon, and it is not surprising
that this character should have been
Nephi.

Nephi’s nature was intense. Per-
haps this was natural to him, but
it had become more intense through
knowledge. Nephi is one of the best
examples we have of the positive-
ness that always comes through
knowing, instead of merely believ-
ing, that something is true. Knowl-
edge is power.

There is something unique, too,
in Nephi’s approach to the spiritual.
His father had told him (and told
his brothers, also) about a certain
vision which he had had concerning
the family’s removal to another part
of the world. But, Nephi, unlike
Laman and Lemuel, wished to Anow,
not merely to believe, what his fa-
ther had said. So he went to the
same source of knowledge that his
father had done. The result was
that he came to know as his father
had known. Faith had been swal-
lowed up in knowledge.

This is, as a matter of fact, the
only way to know spiritual truth,
as it is the only way to know any-
thing—through individual expe-
ricnce

It was this absolute knowledge
that gave, or reinforced, the posi-
tive character of Nephi.

Again: Nephi was by nature, it
appears, highly endowed with de-
termination, will power, assertive-
ness. He never gave up. He never
yielded an inch of the right, as he
understood the right. And his in-
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domitable will overcame every ob-
stacle that got in his way. If he
had not been religious, he would
have shown the same trait in ma-
terial things. As it'was, he trans-
ferred to the spiritual the energy
that would have been exhibited in
agriculture, or mechanics, or politi-
cal government. To him nothing,
either physical or spiritual, was im-
possible.

He himself said, in a passage that
President Grant has often quoted:
“I know that the Lord giveth no
commandment unto the children of
men, save he shall prepare a way for
them that they may accomplish the
thing which He commandeth them.”
It is indeed a notable, pregnant pas-
sage.

One who knows President Grant
well might wonder just how much
of his intense nature, his positive
character, and his determination is
due to his study of the character
of Nephi in the Book of Mormon.

But young Heber Grant got more
out of the Book of Mormon than
the spirit of a man, important as
that was; he got the spirit of a
great book.

“In the darkest hours, when death
has entered my home, or when fi-
nancial and other troubles have
oppressed me,” President Grant used
to write to his grandchildren who
were about to be married, “I have
gone to the Book of Mormon and
the Doctrine and Covenants for
inspiration and comfort, and have
never gone in vain.”

The fourteen - year - old Heber
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could not but have been deeply im-
pressed by that incident in the life
of Enos, where, following the ex-
ample of the great Nephi, he sought
the Lord in the forest and, like Ne-
phi, received complete and satisfy-
ing knowledge of the coming of the
Christ and the forgiveness of sin.
In this extraordinary narrative is
the very essence of the Book of Mor-
mon, which may be condensed for
us in this simple manner:

First, the necessity of our obtain-
ing first hand knowledge of the
spiritual entities; second, the neces-
sity of our ordering our lives in ac-
cordance with that knowledge,
whatever this may require; and,
third, the necessity of our devoting
our lives to the service of others,
instead of to ourselves merely.

This is the heart and core of the
religion of Jesus in any age and
country, and it has never been put
so compactly, so beautifully, so
graphically, as in this incident.

Over and over again President
Grant has said that, as a boy, he
received, in answer to his prayerful
reading of the Book of Mormon, a
“testimony’” that it is what it pur-
ports to be, a history and not a piece
of fiction. It was this, no doubt,
that led him to accept many of its
statements and narratives, even
though there was no explanation of
them that proved satisfactory then.

“When I was a young man,” says
President Grant, ‘‘another young
man who had received a doctor’s
degree ridiculed me for believing in
the Book of Mormon. He said he
could point out two lies in that
book. One was that the people had
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built their homes out of cement, in
which they were very skillful. He
said there had never been and never
would be found a house built of
cement by the ancient inhabitants
of this country, because the people
in that early age knew nothing of
cement. He said that would be
enough to make one disbelieve the
Book.

“I said, “That does not affect my
faith one particle. I read the Book
of Mormon prayerfully and sup-
plicated God for a testimony in my
heart and soul of the divinity of it,
and I have accepted it and believe
it with all my heart. If my children
do not find cement houses, I expect
my grandchildren will.’

“Now, since that time, houses of
cement and massive structures of
the same material have been uncov-
ered. Not far from the City of Mex-
ico there is a monument two hun-
dred and ten feet high, built of
cement. That was supposed to be
a big hill. You could put forty tab-
ernacles like this [the Salt Lake
tabernacle] inside of it. From the
top of that monument one can see
small mounds, and as these mounds
are being uncovered, they are found
o be wonderfully built cement
houses, with drainpipes of cement,
showing skill and ability superior
almost to anything we have today,
so far as the use of cement is con-
cerned.”

Another statement that this doc-
tor made was this: The voice of a
man can only carry a few hundred
feet, and yet the Book of Mormion
teaches us that Jesus Christ spoke
to the people, and His voice was
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heard all over the land. “That is a

_lie,” he said, and ‘you know it.

““That is no lie,” I said. ‘Jesus
Clirist, under God, was the Creator
of this earth, and if He had the
power to create the earth, I believe
He could arrange for His voice to
carry over all the earth at one and
the same time.’

“The radio is doing what? I read
the other day that a song had been
heard nine thousand miles away—
not only every word of it, but
every note. The radio has proved
what T said.”

Heber J. Grant’s faith had been
justified.

“Faith is a gift of God, and I
thank God for the faith in and the
knowledge of the divinity of the
Book of Mormon, which I had in
my youthful days, and that these
two alleged scientific facts, now
known to be fallacies, did not de-
stroy my faith.”

President Grant has always main-
tained that the Book of Mormon
is one of the greatest missionary
tracts —a belief that is illustrated
and shown in the various articles of
this series. He says:

“I rejoice in the wonderful spirit
of the Book of Mormon. I believe
that it is one of the greatest mis-
sionaries. No man can open that
book and read it with a prayerful
heart, and ask God in the name of
Jesus Christ for a testimony regard-
ing its divinity, but what the Lord
will manifest unto him by His Spirit
the truth of the book itself. And
God has performed it; He has done
it in thousands of cases.”
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 
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