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7^ FIVE SUNS^
AZTEC MYTHOLOGY

By DR. CHARLES E. DIBBLE

W
e have mentioned Quetzalcoatl 
as a beneficial god and a founder 
of industry. His antagonist was 
Tezcatlipoca—Smoking Mirror. Tez- 

catlipoca represented the night, the 
tiger, and he was a patron of sorcerers. 
He is recognizable from the fact that 
one of his feet is replaced by a smoking 
mirror.

According to Aztec mythology, the 
history of the universe is a series of 
triumphs of the two contesting gods. 
Tezcatlipoca was the First Sun. The 
first inhabitants were giants who did 
not cultivate the fields but nourished 
themselves with fruit and roots. Quet-
zalcoatl hit the sun (Tezcatlipoca) with 

—From Borgia Codex.

TEZCATLIPOCA—SMOKING MIRROR
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a stick and it fell in the water, con-
verted itself into a tiger and ate all the 
inhabitants. For the first time the uni-
verse was without a sun and people.

Quetzalcoatl then became the sun 
until the tiger (Tezcatlipoca) struck it. 
A great wind destroyed all men with 
the exception of a few who became 
monkeys or miniature men.

The god of rain (Tlaloc) then be-
came the sun, but Quetzalcoatl caused 
it to rain fire, and mankind was de-
stroyed for the third time. Some few 
people became birds and were saved.

Quetzalcoatl then created man and 
caused the goddess of water (Chal- 
chiutlicue) to become the sun. Tez-
catlipoca caused a flood which de-
stroyed the sun and man for the fourth 
time. A few men saved themselves 
by becoming fish.

At the time of the Spanish conquest 
the Aztecs were living under the Fifth 
Sun, which had been made possible by 
a fifth god throwing himself into the 
fire to become the sun.

The hill ahead looks long and steep, a grueling climb for men and equipment. 
Pessimists say the old machinery will never make it, that there will be a slow* 
down in food production and closing-out sales all over the country. Are we 
going to be suckers for that kind of talk? Quitters, so near the top?

Food is turning out to be Uncle Sam’s most powerful weapon, his ambassador 
of peace and good will all over the world. To hungry nations, it speaks louder 
than a thousand cannon.

Will our boys have to battle hunger too? Will our allies find America’s 
cupboard bare ... or a source of strength to join us in a mighty world-wide 
drive to Victory? That depends not so much on how old your equipment is 
as it does on you.

Worn bearings can be re-babbited if necessary; old machines can be rebuilt 
to take the place of new ones. But you must act quickly. Line up your repair 
work ahead of time with your Allis-Chalmers dealer. Order needed repairs now! 
Enlist all your equipment in the Farm Commandos . . . Ready to Roll over 
the top in *43!

BUY WAR SONOS 
ANO STAMPS!

INSPECT 
EQUIPMENT NOW I

TURN IN YOUR 
SCRAP!
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[TO BETTER EIVING> 

| TO BETTER FARMING^ 

|to  victo ry >
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