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I will now suppose "a case, or pro-

poso a question: [f Elijah had been
the only individual on earth who kept
the commandments of the Lord, he
would have been al! the church then
upon carth. And you know that any
and every peoplo ceasing to keep his
commandments, are disowned by him.
It these points are admitted, I proceed:
When Elijah was t::ken up to heaven,
did the gates of hell prevail against the
church of God? Did they overcome
the holy priesthood? No; neither.—
Had Elijah been the last righteous man,
and his enemies prevailed over his
natural body, and put him to deatl,
would the gates of %ell have prevailed
against the church? No; the holy
priesthood would- have been taken to
God, and the gates of hell would have
boen as unsuccessful as in the ease of
his translation.
In the church, said Paul, God has
placed apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pqsiorsl, teachers, wmiracles, gifts ‘of
h?nhngq helps, governments, and di-
versities of tongues; for the perfecting
of the szints, for the work of the min-
istry, for the cdifying of the body of
Christ: till we all come in the unity of

the faith, and of the knowledge of the | it;

Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Christ. But did that church
exist?  Are the fruits of that priesthood
now tobe found, or have they been
among men from the apostles to the
present? are the individuals
who will pretend that this has been the
And yet they say that Christ’s
church has continued on earth, and that
the gates of hell have not prevailed
against it! Here scems to be a troub-

YWhere

case?

le—To admit that the authority of ad-|

ministering ordinances, on carth, has
been taken away, would admit, at once,
that they have no authority. This pla-
ces men under the necessity of saying,
that the church of God has and does

crist, in all t*n-w‘,: 's.negatcd forms and
colors, scattered over the world—No
moro resembling the ancient chureh,
than the ancient church docs lha. of
the Hindoos.

1t is revelation which constiiutes the
church of Christ; for'this ‘was the deo-

| laration to Peter, that the Iather had

revealed to him, and upon that principle
his church should exist. Show me
any other, and I confess that you will
show irie a sdmething, the pottern of
t‘»thh 1 have not found in the hcly
t;crlpturcs, as coming from heaven!
You will begin to see my mind woce
tIlis matter. 1tis, that when men ceas-
&d to bring forth the fruits of the king-
dom of God on-carth, it' ceased to ex-
ist on carth; and when it ceased to ex-
ist on earth, he took the authority to
himself, and with it the holy priesthood:

| The gates'of hell did not prevaila:

gainst the church of God; and the de-
cree of our Father is, that they shali
not; but no man will pretend, (if he
does it is in vain,) that the pure churck,
as existed in the-days of Paui, and for
a ]en"th of tune afterw ard, has contin-
ued. If so, accord.ng to his theory,
the gates of hell have prevailéd ugainet
for he cannot trace its existence
He may trace-a’ supposed
“Lthmit\”illmughu successionof Feyes
and bishops; but if the authority wzs
there, where is und where was ‘the Tyt
If we ook into the 12th chizrtar of
Patmos, W

here.

John’s Revelation can

tha ¢ hurel Y‘r‘!-v-o3f\'\‘ a2t i

shall see ¢
striking figure, so phmn shr

taken from the earth, thatit iz
ble lus beautiful vision shouid “be m!
understood.— Editor. '

LETTER 11.

To W. W. Phclps, Fsg
" Dear’ BrROTHER:—

In the fast Mesaen;ar

and Advocate 1 promascd to commenos

a more particular or minutc hictory of
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the rise and progress of the church of
the Latter Day Saints; and publish, for
the- benefit of - enquirers, and all who
aro disposed to learn.-
tain facts relative to the works of God
worthy. the consideration.jand. obsery-
ance of every individual; and every so-
ciety:—They aro, that he never works
in the dark——his works are always per-
formed in a clear, intelligible manner:
and ‘another point is,” that he: never
works -in vain. . ‘This is not the casc
with men; but rmght it not.be? - When
the Lord works, . he accomphshcq his
purpases,-and the effects,of his power
are to be seen afterward.
this,” suffer me to make & i'uw remarkq
by way of introduction. Thc woxks
of'man may shine for a season w ith a
degree of: brilliancy, but time changes
their complexion; and whethcr itdid or
not, - all wonld be thc same n a- Ilttle
space, -as - nothing etcept that \'f hich
was. erected by a_hand which never
grows weak, can remain when:corrup-
fion is consumed., « . ™~

- 1 shall not be requlred to adorn and
beautlf y my narrative with a rclation of
the faith of Enocn, and those. who as-
sisted him to build up Zlon, wh1ch fled
10 God—on the mountains of w hich
was commanded the blessing,
ever more—to be held in rescerve to add
another ray of glory to the grand reti-
nue, when worlds shall rock from theu-
base to their center; the nations of the
righteous .rise from the dust, and the
blessed millions of the church of the
first born, shout his triumphant coming,
to receive his kingdom, over which h_é
is to roign till all enemies are subdued.

Nor shall I write the history of the
Lord’s church, raised up according ‘to
hisown instriction to Moscs and Aaron;
of the perplexities and discouragements
which came upon Isracl for their, trans-
gzcssmns; their orgamzatmn upon the
land.of Canaan, .and, their. overthrow
and dt;sp‘prs_tpn ameng - all nations, to

.« There aro.cer- |,

In \1ev. of

I1fe f'or--

rcap the reward of their iniquities, to
the appearing of the Great E)hcphu rd, in
the flesh. . = ». o :

. But them is, of neuess:{}, a uniform-
ity so exact; a manner so precise, and
ordinances soininute, ; in all -agss.and
generations when ever God lias estab-
lished . his. church among men, that
should I have occasion to recur to ei-
ther age, and particularly to that char-
acterized by the advent of the Messiah,
and the ministry-of 'tllc‘aptjstlns of that
church; with .a cursory view of the
same till it lost its -visibility ‘'on earth;
was -driven into darkness,-or till God
took .the:holy’ priesthood unto! himself,
where it has been held in reserve, to
the present century,-as a matter of right,
in this free .country, I may take the
privilege. , This »may bo . doubted by
some—indeed by many—as an admis=
sion of this point would overthrow: the
popular systems of the day. . I cannot
reasonably expect, then, that the large
majority of professors will be ,xa;illing
to lisﬁeli to my argument for a mqr_n_,ont;
as.a careful, impartial, and faithful in-
vestigation of the docirines which.I be-
lieve to be correct, and the p_npmplcg
cherished in my hosom—and believed
by this church—by every honest - man
must be admltted as truth. - Of this I
may say as Tertullian said to the Em-
peror when writing in defence of the
saints in h!s day: “Whoever looked
well into our rehglon that did not ems:

brace it?”
Common undertakings and plans of

men may be overthrown or destroyed
by opposition. The systems of this
world may be exploded or annihilated
by 0ppressmn or fqlsehood but it is the
reverse with pure 1ehg:on There .is
a power attendant on truth that all the
arts and ‘de51gnls_._of men cannot fath-
om; there is an increasing .influence
which rises up in one place the moment
;gﬁi,é covered in another, and.the more
it is traduced, and-the harsher the
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means employed to effect its extinction,
the 1nore numerous are itsyqturica.:—-—-
[tis not the vain cry of ‘delusion”
from the giddy, multitude; it is not the
snears of bigots; it 1s not the {rowns of
zealots, nejther the rage of princes,
kings, nor emperors, that can prevent
its influence. The fact is, as Tcrtu}‘ti-
an said, no man ever looked carefully
mto its consistency and propriety with-
cut embracing it.- It is impossible:
That light which enhghtens nan; is at
once enraptured; thatintelligenee which
existed before ‘the world wag, will
unite, and that wisdom in the Divine
economy will be so conspicuous, that
it w ilf be embraced, it will be observed,
and it must be obeyed! _

L.ook at pure rcligion whenever it
has had a place on ecarth, and you will
always mark the same characteristics
in all its features. Look at truth (with-
out which the former could not exist,)
and the same peculiarities are apparent.
Those who have been guided by them
have dlwa.}s shown the_same princi-
ples, and those who were not, have as
uniformly sought to destroy their influ-
ence. Religion has had its friends
and its encniies; its advocates and its
opp6i1111t§ But the thousands of years
which have come and gone, have left
it unaltered the nnlhons who ha\e em-
braced it, and are now enjoying that
bliss held forth in its promises, have
left its pnnuplcs unchanged, and its in-
ﬂucncg upon the honcst heart, un“cak-
ened.
have encountcred it; the millions of
calumnies, the numberléss reproaches,
and the n*:yi‘iads of fa.l.‘_sehbods, have
left its fair form unimpaired, its beauty
untarnished, and’its cxcellencc as ex-
cellent; whl!c its certainty /s the same,
and its foundation upheld by the hand
of God!

One peculiarity of men I'wish to no-
tice in the carly part of my narrative.—
Se faras my acquaintonce and knowl-

" The mapy opposmons wlnch'

edge of wen und their history extends,.
it has been the custom of every gener
ation,” to boast of).or- extol the acts of
the. former.. . In this respect I wish it
to be distinctly understood that I mean
| the nghteous-—those to whom God coras
municated his will.- . There  has ever
been an appar‘"m blmdness common to
men, which has hindered thmr discove
ering the real worth and etcellcnm of
individuals while residing with them;
but when once deprived of their socie~
ty, worth, and counsel, they were reudy
to exclaim, ‘how great and inestima-.
ble were their qualities, & how pI'GCIO\Ie
is their memory.”

The vilest and” most cerrupt are not
exempted from ‘this charge: even thc
Jews, whose former principles had be-
come degenerated, and whose religion
was a mero show, were found among
that class who were ready to build and
garnish the sepulchersof the prophets,
and condemn their fathers for putting
them to death; making important boasts
of their own righteousness, and of their
‘assurance of salvation, in the midst of
which they rose up with one consent,
and treacherously and shamefully be-
trayed, and crucified the Savior of the
world! No wonder that the enquirer
has turned aside with disgust, nor mar-
vel that God has appointed a day when
he will call the nations hef'ore him, and
reward’ overy man accordmo to th
woiks!'

Enoch walked with' God, and - was
taken home without tasting death.—
Why were not all convertsd in his day
and taken with him to glory? Noah,
it is sa;d was perfectin his generatxon :
and it # plain that he had communion
with his Maker, and by nis direction
accomplished a work the parallel ‘of
whioh is not to be found in the annals
of the world! - Why were not the-world
converted, that the flood - might ‘have
been stayed? Men, from the days of
ouy father Abrahar, have talked; boas-
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wd, and cxtolled his faith: and lie.is
o¥én represonted in the' scriptures:—
“«The father of the -faithful.” Mose:s
wiked with the Lord face to face; receiv-
cd the great moxal law, upon thc basis
& which those of all'civilized ‘govern-
mants are founded; led Isracl forty
yvears, and was taken home to receive
the reward of his toils—then Jacob
could realize hls worth. W ell"\{aé the
qaestxou asked b} our ‘Loxd, “How
c.a.n the' cluldren of the b.ldec}mrzbcl
mourn wlnic thc brldcrrroom is wlth

them?”

taught the righteous runbzplcs of his
kingdom, three years, durmg swhich he
chose twelm ‘men, and ordained them
apostles, &c. The people saw and
heard--thcy were partlculaﬂ} bcucﬁt-
ted, many of. thcm, by being healed of
infirmitics, and diseases; of 1lagueb,
and dev its: thev saw him walk upon
the water; 1h95 saw the winds and
waves calmed at his command they
saw thousands fed to the full mth a

plttanc:.., and. the. _very powers of dark-
naess tremble in hlS prcsencc—-—and like
others before. thcm, consuiercd itas a
drenm, Or @.common occurrence, tiil
the - tune “as fulﬁlled and he was of-
fered up.. 1le.t whllc he was with them
he S_ald you shall deme_to sce one of
“the days of the Son of Man, and shall
mot sec it. He ncw that, calamity
would fall upon that people, and the
wrath of heaven overtake them to their
overtnrow- and when that devottd ci-
ty was l=urrounded with armies, well
may we concludc that they desired a
platcctor pos%essmg sufﬁmcnt ‘power
to lead them to some sai'e pl“ce. aside
from the tumult of a sicge. 3

Since the aposﬂes fell aalcép all r-nen
who profess a belief in the trath

their mission, extol their virtues and‘.

celebrate their fame. It seems to have
been forgotten that they were men of
infirmities and subject to all the feel-

It is s.nd that he tra\ ellod and ;

ings, passions, and imperfections cora-
mon to ‘other men. But it appears,
that they, ‘as others werc before thein,
are looked upon as men of perfection,
holiness, purity, and goodness, farin
advanee of any since. So were the
characters of the prophets held in the
days of these apostles. VWhat can be
the difference in the reward, whether o
man died for rightcousness’ salke in the’
days of. Abel, Zacharias,” John, the
twelve “apostles chosen at Jerusalerm
or since? " Is not the Zife of onc equal~
ly as precious as the other? and is not
the truth, just as true?’
" Butin reviewing the lives and QCL;
of men in past gﬁmratmns, wlvenr ver
we find a righicous man ameng them,
them always were excuses for rot giv-
ing heed or credence’ to his testimony.
The people couid see his imperﬁ.ctibns;-
or, if no impc fCCth‘lb, supposed ones,
and Were ‘always read} to frame an.
excuse upor ‘that for not believing.—
No rrnucr how pure the prlnclplcs, nor_
how “precious the 'tcachings—an ex-
¢us¢ was' wanted—and an excuse was
haa. . . e
"Tha ncxt gcncratlon, pt.rhaps, wns'
favored with equally as rlghteous mer,
who werc condemned upon the samo
principles of the foi'mer, while the acts
and preé&i}lts. of the former were the
boasts of the multitude; when, in rcal-
ity, their doctrines were no more pure,.
their exertions to turn men-to right-
cousness no grcater, neither their walk
any morc circumspect—theé grave of
the forme_r is copqducd to be holy,
and his sepulcher is garmshed while
the latter is deprived a dwelling among
men, or even an existence upon carth!
Such is a specimen of the depravity
~land .inconsistency of men,. aad such
has been their conduct toward the
righteous in centuries past.
~ When John the son of Zachearias
came among .the Jews, it is saxd that
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he camc ncither catiug bread nor
drinking wine. lu another place it
13 said that his meat was locusts' and
wild honey. The Jews saw him,
heard him preach, and were witnesses
of the purity of the doctrines advoeated
—they wanted an excuse, and -they
soon found one—*liec hath a devil!”—
And who, among all gencrations, that
valued his salvation, would be taught
by, or follow one possessed of a devill
- The Savior came in form and fas-
ston of a man; he ate, drank, and
walled about as a man, and they said,
“Behoid, a manglutton_bus, and a wine-
bibber, a friend of publicans and sin-

ners!”  You see an excuse was wan-
tmg, but not long wanting till it was

found—Who would follow a dissipated
leader? or who, among the righteous
Pharisees would acknowledge a man
who would condescend to eat with pub-
licans and sinncrs? - This was too
much—they could not endure it An
individual teaching the doctrines of the
kingdom of heaven, and declaring that
that kingdom was nigh, or that it had
already come, must appear diflerent
from others, or he could not be re-
ceived. If he were athirst hc must
not drink, if faint he must not cat, and
if weary he must not rest, because he
had assumed the authority to tcach the
world righteousness, and he must be
different in manners, and in constitu-
tion, if not in form, that all might be
attracted by his singular appearance:
that his singular demeanor might gain
the reverence of the people, or he was
an hmpostor—a false teacher—a wick-
-ed man—a sinner—and an accomplice
of Beelzebub, the prince of devils!

If singularity of appearanee, or dif-
ference of manners would command
respect, eertainly John would have
been reverenced, and heard. To see
one coming {rom the wilderness, clad
with eamels’ drinking neither
wine nor strong drink, nor vet ecating

hair,

commwon foed, must have awakenad the
curiosity of the curious, to the fullest
extent.. But there was one peculiarity
in this man common to every righteocus
man before him, for which the pcople
hated him, and for which he lost his
life—he taught holiness, preciaimed re-
pentance and baptism for the remission
of sius, warned the people of the con-
sequences of Iniquity, and declarod
that the kingdom of heaven was at
hand—4A i this was too much! To ses
one dressed so ridiculously, cating no
common food, reithier drinking wine
like other menj; stepping in advance of
the learned and reverend Pharisees,
wise doctors, and righteous scribes,
and declaring, at the same time, that

the Lord’s kingdom would seon appear, |

could not be borne—he must not teach
—he must not assume—he must not at~
tempt to lead the people after him—
“He hath a devil!?

The Jews were willing, (professed-
ly so,) to believe the ancicnt prophets,
and follow the dircetions of heaven as
delivered - to the world by them; but
when one came teaching the same doo-
trine, and proclaiining the same things,
only that they were nearer, they would
not hear. Men say if they could seo
they would believe; but T have thought
the reverse, in this respect—If _they

cannot see they will believe.
One of two rcasons may be assigned

as the cause why the messengers of

wruth have been rejected—perhaps both.
The multitude saw their imperfections,
or supposed ones, and from that fram-
cd an excuse for i'cjec.tiug thems; or else
in consequence of the corruption -of
their own hearts, when reproved, were
not willing to repent; but sougnt to
make a man an offender for a word: or
for wearing camels’ hair, cating ‘lo-
custs, drinking wine, orshowing friend-
ship to publicans and sinners! .
When looking over the sacred scrip-
tures, we seem to forget thatthey were

.

== =
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givea through men of un}wrfectlons,
and subject to passions. Ttis ageﬂeml
belief'-that the ancient prophets’ were
perfect—that ho stain, or blemish ever
appeared upon their characters “vhile
on earth, to be: brought forward by the
opposer as an excuse for not believing.
The same is said of the apostles; but
James said that - Elias [Elijah] was a
man subject to like passions as them-
selves, and yet he had that power with
God that in answer to his prayer it rain-
ed noton the earth by the space of
three years and a half. '
There can be no doubt but those to
whom he wrote looked upon the ancient
prophets as a race of beings ‘superior
Lo any in those.days; and in order to
be constituted a prophet of God, a man
must be perfect .in every respect.—
The idea is,- that he ‘must be perfect ac-
cording to their signification of the word.

If a people were blessed with prophetsy

they must be the individuals who were

to prescribe the laws by which .they’

must be governed, even in their private
walks. . “The generation fellowing were
ready to suppose, thatthose men whobe-
lieved the word of (od were as:perfect
as those to whom it was delivered sup-
posed they must e, and were as [or-
ward to prescribe the-rules by which
they were goverced, or rehearse laws
and declare them to L. the govermng
prmcnples ‘of the prophets; s though
they themselves heid the keys of "the
mysteries of heaver.,” and had searched
the’ archlvﬁ of ﬂ'-P ﬁnerauons of the

world. :
- You w1ll see dmt I h:wo made mcn-

tion of the Messizh, uf his migsion mto
the world, and of his w:ﬁk and outwa.rd
appearance; but do not undcrstaud me
as attempting to place him on a level
with men,-or, his mission on a parallcl
with those of the prophets and apostles
—far from this. [ view his mission
guch-as none other. could ﬁll that-he

was offered without spot to God.a pro-

pitiation for ‘our sins; that he rose tri-

umphant and viétorious over the grave-

and him that has the power of death.—

This, man could not do—It required a

perfect sacrafice—man is imperfect—
It required a spotless' offering—man

is not spotless—It required an infaite

atonement—iman is niortal!

'+ I'have,’.then, as you .will see, 'niade

mention of our Lord, to show that in-

dividuals teaching truth, whether per~
fect or imperfect, have been looked up-

on as the worst of men. : And that even
our Savior, the great Shepherd of Is-

rael, was.;mocked and derided, .and

placed on a parallel with the princo of

devils; and the prophets and apostles,

though at this ‘day, looked upon -a%

perfect as perfeetion, wete considered

the basest of the human family by those
among whom they lived. It is not ru-~

mor, though it is wafted by every gale,

and reiterated by every zephyr, upon.
which. we.are to found our judgments:
If it is,

we erect an altar upon which we sac-

of ones merits or demerits:

rafice the most perfect of’ men, and es-
tablish a criterion by which the ¢vilest
of the vile”” may escape censure.. . - -

Butlest I weary you with too.many
remarks upon the history of tlie pasty
after a few upon the propriety of a:
narrative of the descriptionI have pro-'
posed, I shall procecd.— Editor.
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