BOOK OF MORMON CENTRAL
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/

Type: Magazine Article

Historians of the Book of Mormon

Author(s): Richard O. Cowan
Source: The Instructor, Vol. 97, No. 12 (December 1962), pp. 444-445
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Abstract: A synopsis of the prominent record keepers of the Book of Mormon. A
serviceable chart notes the authors, the time span they covered, and the amount of pages
their writings occupy.



http://bookofmormoncentral.org/

Historians of the

Book of Mormon
by Richard O. Cowan*

About ten years after Lehi and his colony left
Jerusalem (or about 590 B.C.) the Lord commanded
Nephi to form a set of metallic plates on which to
engrave the record of his people; these records sub-
sequently became known as the “Large Plates of
Nephi.” (I Nephi 19:1-4,)

About 20 years later (570 B.C.) the Lord di-
rected Nephi to make another set of records which
became known as the “Small Plates of Nephi.,” (2
Nephi 5:28-33.) The Lord explained that He had a
‘“wise purpose” for having the Nephites keep two
parallel accounts. (I Nephi 9:5.)

He instructed them to record the words of the
prophets and the religious history on the Small
Plates, while their civil and military record was to
be written primarily on the Large Plates. (I Nephi
9:3-4.)

Nephi’s accounts on both sets of plates probably
began with the departure of his father, Lehi, from
Jerusalem in 800 B.C. Following Nephi’s death, the
kings kept the civil record on the Large Plates while
the prophets recorded the work of the ministry on
the Small Plates. (Omni 1:11; See also Words of
Mormon 1:9-11.)

By about 150 B.C. the Small Plates contained
what are now the first six books of the Book of
Mormon and were full. The last historian to write
on the Small Plates was Amaleki. Because he had
no children to whom to entrust the sacred records,
he turned them over to King Benjamin, who was a
man of God in addition to being the monarch.

Not only did Benjamin receive the Small Plates,
but as king he also became custodian of the Large
Plates. Thus from 600 to 150 B.C. the Nephites had
kept two parallel histories. By ¢ 130 B.C. the Ne-
phites kept only one account, the Large Plates,
which integrated both the civil and religious records.

Benjamin was succeeded on the throne by his

{For Course 11, lesson of February 3. “Origin of the Book of
Mormon®; for Course 15, lesson of January 20, "Structure and Purpose
of the Book of Mormon"; and for Course 29, lesson of February 17,
“The Book of Marmon.™)
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son Mosiah who also was responsible for the sacred
records. Like his father, Mosiah was the civil and
religious leader of his people. Just before his death,
Mosiah entrusted the records to Alma the Younger;
and, from that time until the end of the Nephite
history, these records were kept by the prophets.

Mormon was the last of these prophets to write
on the Large Plates. By his time, the plates had
grown in number to become a sizable library. He
was inspired by the Lord to begin a project of abridg-
ing or condensing the record on the Large Plates.
His abridgment included the books of Lehi, Mosiah
Alma, Helaman, Third and Fourth Nephi, and Mor-
mon chapters 1-5, which represent Mormon’s con-
densation of his own record originally made on the
Large Plates. Mormon then added what are now
chapters 6 and 7 to his own record in order to bring
it up to date. During the course of his work, he
found the Small Plates of Nephi and was impressed
by the beauty of their spiritual teachings; he there-
fore included them in their entirety with his own
record.

Mormon entrusted these records to his son,
Moroni, who added chapters 8 and 9 to his father’s
record. Moroni then made an abridgment of his
own by condensing the Plates of Ether which con-
tained the history of the Jaredites who had inhab-
ited the continent before the arrival of Lehi’s people.
He then added his own book containing ten chap-
ters, and finished his work by preparing a summary
which may now be found on the title page of our
Book of Mormon.

By comparing the two columns in the accom-
panying chart, some interesting facts about the Ne-
phite historians may be suggested. For example,
notice how in The Book of Omni five writers cover
more than 200 years of history in only a few pages;
verse 9 may give a clue to the brevity of Nephite
historians at that period.

On the other hand, notice how Mormon devoted
such a large portion of his abridgment to the record
contained in The Book of Alma, which covered only
39 years of history. Mormon as a prophet was im-
pressed by the great teachings of Alma; as a military
leader he was thrilled by the victories of Moroni,
and may have named his own son after this right-
eous Nephite chief captain.

Note further how fully Mormon reported the
visit of the resurrected Saviour; he would have in-
cluded more, but was specifically commanded to give
no more than our present generation could bear (3
Nephi 26:6-9.).This may be one reason for Mormon’s
not devoting more space to the record of Fourth
Nephi containing the sacred history of the Nephites
during their 200 years of peace following the visit
of Christ.
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**See Ether 1, 13:20-22; Omni 21.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 
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