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gospel in the Book of Mormon that would come forth.



http://bookofmormoncentral.org/

AMERICAN HISTORY
FORESEEN BY NEPHI

(As recorded in 1 NEPHI 13)

Not long after Lehi’s family left Jerusalem, Nephi
received a remarkable vision in which he saw the
important events of American history from his day
to ours. As we study Nephi’s vision received more
than 2500 years ago, we can see how the Lord’s pur-
poses have been fulfilled and how His influence has
helped guide world events.

Nephi saw events in the life and ministry of the
Saviour. (I Nephi 11:13-36.) In vision he also be-
held a book which was to go forth from the Jews.
This book, the Holy Bible, among other things would
contain the covenants the Lord had made with
Israel, as well as the teachings given through His
servants, the prophets. Perhaps most important of
all, this scripture would contain “the plainness of the
gospel of the Lord”; wherefore these things would
be “of great worth unto the Gentiles,” as well as
the remmnant of Israel.

Nephi was also shown the work of Satan on earth.
A “great and abominable church” would arise, and
it would take away “many plain and precious things”
out of the book which had come from the Jews.
Nephi was shown that because of the Gospel truths
which would be lost, “an exceeding great many do
stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great power
over them.” Nevertheless, the Lord would not “suf-
fer that the Gentiles shall forever remain in that
awful state of blindness.” Much of American his-
tory can be related directly to the Lord’s great plan
of blessing His people through restoring to them a
full and unperverted understanding of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Nephi learned through his vision that the Saviour
not only would live among the Jews, but that He
would also manifest Himself to Lehi’'s posterity in
America, and they would write down the truths of
the Gospel which He would teach them. FEven after
the people would dwindle in unbelief, their writings
would be hidden and preserved by the power of God.
Nephi saw that this people—a mixture of his own
seed with that of his brethren—would not be utterly
destroyed in spite of their wickedness, but that the
Lord had a plan to bless them with the Gospel even
as He would so bless the Gentiles.
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In Nephi’s account of his vision, the word “Gen-
tiles” apparently had reference to Europeans. He
saw that “many waters” separated these Gentiles
from the seed of his own people, as well as from the
hiding place of the records which would prove to be
the key to unlock the spiritual blindness which had
come upon the world. Nephi recorded that he beheld
“a man among the Gentiles” and that “the Spirit
of God . , . came down and wrought upon the man;
and he went forth upon the many waters, even unto
the seed of my brethren, who were in the promised
land.” Christopher Columbus wrote:

From my first youth onward, I was a seaman,
and have so continued until this day . . . The Lord
was well disposed to my desire, and he bestowed
upon me courage and understanding . . . Our Lord
with provident hand unlocked my mind, sent me
upon seas, and gave me fire for the deed. Those who
heard of my enterprise called it foolish, mocked me,
and laughed. But who can doubt but that the Holy
Ghost inspired me?!

As Nephi’s vision continued, he saw that the
Lord would inspire other Gentiles to cross the “many
waters” to prosper in the promised land.

When the Spanish, French, and English mission-
aries first took the Bible to the Indians, this was a
fulfillment of Nephi’s vision. Yet this was only the
beginning. The “plain and precious” truths still had
to be restored. According to the Boock of Mormon
itself, that record was to be brought forth by the
Gentiles.? Joseph Smith was descended of Gentiles
who had crossed the “many waters” from Europe.
It is appropriate that an early Latter-day Saint
mission was to the Lamanites, to return to this peo-
ple the record of their own fathers who once had
known the fulness of the Gospel. (Doctrine and Cove-
nants 20:9.) The importance of the coming forth of
this second witness for Christ was not limited to
the remnant of Lehi's seed alone. Nephi had seen
that through the publication of the Book of Mormon
to the world, the Lord would bring forth “much of
my gospel, which shall be plain and precious.”” Nephi
also saw ‘“other books, which came forth by the
power of the Lamb, from the Gentiles . . . unto the
convincing of the Gentiles and the remnant of the
seed of my brethren, and also the Jews” that the
Bible is true, and above all shall make known . . . to
all kindreds, tongues, and people, that the Lamb of
God is the Son of the Eternal Father, and the
Savior of the world; and that all men must come
unte him, or they cannot be saved.”

—Richard O. Cowan.

1Jacob Wasserman, Columbus, Don Quirote of the Seas, page 18,
ucted by Daniel H. Ludlow, Selected Reading and Reference Ma-
erial:;ain Introduction to the Book of Mormon and Its Teachings,
page 23.

2See Book of Mormon Title Page.

Library File Reference: AMERICA—PROPHECY.
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Compiled by Richard O. Cowan.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 
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