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THERE are over twenty-eight 
thousand Mormons among 
the Polynesians of the South 

Seas! This fact carries with it at 
least two significant questions: 
Why is the Church so particularly 
interested in Polynesia, and why 
are the Polynesians so much more 
receptive to the Gospel than other 
Islanders? Perhaps such questions 
can best be answered by inquiring 
into the origin of these peoples. 
If the conclusions of the following 
speculations on the subject be ac-
cepted, we shall have reached at 
least a partial explanation for the 
relationship between Mormonism 
and Polynesia.

In the Book of Mormon is re-
lated the story of Hagoth and his 
numerous sailing expeditions along 
the western shores of America 
(See Alma 63). He built at first 
a large ship and took a company 
of Nephites from the Land Boun-
tiful into the Land Northward. 
Then some returned to induce more 
of their people to go north. More 
and larger ships were built and an-
other company of Nephites set sail 
for the north country, this time 
never to be heard of again. It was 
known that they did not reach the 
other people in the Land North-
ward, and it was therefore sup-
posed that they were lost in the 
sea.

Now if we should assume from 
this incident alone that the Poly-
nesians are descendants of Hagoth 
and the Nephites of his time, we 
would be guilty of "faith without 
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made the proposition worthy of 
earnest consideration.

Hagoth’s ships sailed “forth into 
the west sea by the narrow neck 
which led into the land north-
ward.” In other words, the point 
of sailing must have been some-
where on the western shores of 
Central America. In that event, 
it is highly possible that the lost 
expedition was caught in an ocean 
current and carried by it from the 
mainland to the Hawaiian Islands. 
Oregon pine frequently found on 
the Hawaiian shores as driftwood
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is evidence that this strong Pacific 
current exists. Conclusive evi-
dence is on file with the United 
States Geological Survey at Wash-
ington, where there is record of a 
note in a bottle being picked up on 
the coast of the Hawaiian Islands 
just six days after it was deposited 
off the coast of Southern Cali-
fornia.

JT is feasible, then, to believe that 
A some of Hagoth’s ships may have 
drifted westward to the Hawaiian 
Islands, and that later expeditions 
left from there to the more south-
ern Polynesian Island groups of 
Samoa, Tonga, Tahiti, and New 
Zealand. It may be seen from 
what follows, that the reasonable-

works.” But if we back that as- ness of such a suggestion is not
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only apparent, but is highly prob-
able.

The study of tradition is only one 
method of determining race origin 
—and it is a very inexact way if 
taken alone—but is a method that 
may reveal much interesting data 
to support a given theory. Let us 
see how the traditions of the 
Polynesians support the origin 
theory given above.

All of the Hawaiian traditions 
on origin point to the east and in-
fer that their people came from the 
“land of the rising sun.’’ This 
could only mean the Americas, for 
these two great western continents 
stretch almost from pole to pole. 
Other Hawaiian traditions say that 
some of their people sailed south-
ward to other Islands. Maori le-
gend supports this contention by 
claiming a voyage from “Hawaiki,” 
a term which is very similar to 
“Hawaii.” The pronunciation of 
these two words is nearly the same, 
and slight changes could be ex-
pected during long time separa-
tions. Legends of Samoa, Tonga, 
and Tahiti are similar in many 
ways. Curiously enough, all Poly-
nesian traditions seem to support 
the theory of American origin.

An interesting example of this 
is found among the Maoris of New 
Zealand. An odd custom of ad-
dressing the dead is practiced here 
to a large extent. In it the speaker 
tells the departed to go back to 
where he came from, and in doing 
so he uses the following words, 
“I haere mai matou i tawhiti nui, 
i tawhiti roa, i tawhiti pamamoa, 
i te hono i wairua,” which means, 
“Go back a long distance, another 
long distance, and another long 
distance, to the joining of the 
spirit.” This tradition is inter-
preted by nearly eight thousand 
Mormon Maoris today in two dif-
ferent ways, but each interpreta-
tion ties up with the American con-
tinent and the Book of Mormon. 
The one explanation is that the 
first long distance is from New 
Zealand to Hawaii, the second long 
distance from Hawaii to America, 

the third long distance from Amer-
ica to Jerusalem, and the joining 
of the spirit is the connection or 
affiliation with the Church at that 
place. The other explanation is 
that the first long distance is from 
New Zealand to Samoa (or Tahiti 
or Tonga), the second long dis-
tance from Samoa to Hawaii, the 
third long distance from Hawaii 
to America, and the joining of the 
spirits is the place of Hagoth’s 
departure where the two great 
American continents are joined, 

rpHERE is almost universal agree-
ment on the general homo-

geneity of the Polynesians. This 
does not mean that their stock is 
absolutely pure, for there have un-
doubtedly been a few contacts and 
mixtures with other peoples, but it 
does mean that the Polynesians are 
related to each other in a greater 
degree than they are related to 
other races or groups. Language 
similarities are very common; a 
good example of this is “Aloha" 
from Hawaii, “Talofa” from 
Samoa, and “Aroha” from New 
Zealand, all terms meaning the 
same thing. Some words are iden-
tical with several of the Islands. 
It is common for a Maori to be 
able partially to understand a 
speaker from one of the other 
Polynesian groups, and visa versa.

Culture-trait similarities are so 
numerous among these peoples that 
it will be unnecessary here to dis-
cuss them all. To say that these 
similarities are conclusive enough 
to well establish the inter-relation-
ship of the various Polynesian 
groups is sufficient.

A striking proof of the blood 
relationship between the Maoris 
and the Hawaiians was found in 
1920 when a party of fourteen 
New Zealand natives went to the 
Hawaiian temple to do work for 
their dead. Through a peculiar 
custom of singing genealogies in 
their meetings, the Maoris have 
had wonderful success in preserv-
ing a knowledge of their ancestors 
and their lines of descent. Wiramu

Duncan, one of those to go to the 
Laie temple in 1920, succeeded in 
tracing his genealogy back for over 
one hundred generations. In go-
ing over some of the Hawaiian 
genealogies and comparing them 
with his own, he discovered that 
the name “Hema” appeared in both 
lines back sixty-five generations. 
This was a startling discovery, 
and in continuing the comparisons 
he found that one of the parents 
of Hema was “Whaetiri” in Maori 
and “Aekiri” in Hawaiian, the 
word being the same one even 
though it had undergone slight 
changes due to the separation of 
the tribes. Then he found that 
these two genealogies coincided 
from there on back as far as they 
were compiled. These and other
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discoveries at that time and later 
have given convincing evidence 
that the Maoris came from the 
Hawaiian Islands. The first dis-
covery of this fact in 1920 caused 
such a sensation in Hawaii as to 
capture the headlines of the news-
papers and cause the Hawaiians 
to celebrate in royal fashion 
throughout the Islands.

TF we admit that the Hawaiians 
1 came from America and that all 
of the Polynesians are closely re-
lated, we are likely to conclude that 
all of the Polynesians came from 
America, probably at the time of 
Hagoth. But there are other eth-
nological considerations to make 
before closing the subject.

The linguistic approach to our 
problem is full of possibilities. It 
would be interesting to see the 
Maori “Maia” compared with the 
American “Maya.” These words 
have similar meanings and are pro-
nounced exactly the same. Schol-
ars may some day find a connection 
among the Biblical “Tekel,” the 
Maori “Tiki,” and the Mexican 
“Tikol.” Certain studies have 
shown a possible connection be-
tween the names of Maori tribes 
and the Arawa, Arawaki, and 
Iroquois tribes of America. I 
will not burden this article with 
more examples of word simi-
larities because as yet only a 
mere start has been made in this 
particular study, but I will say in 
passing that there is much evidence 
of a linguistic nature in support of 
the American Origin theory. Cer-
tain Maori dancers that have vis-
ited this country claim that they 
were able to understand the spoken 
language of some of the American 
Indians and the sign language of 
nearly all they contacted.

Clifford E. Gates in an article 
found in the Scientific Monthly of 
September, 1922, speaks of the 
Polynesians as the “Caucasians of 
the Pacific.” He says: “The ap-
pearance and characteristics of the 
people point at once to a Caucasian 
lineage.” G. Albin Matson, in his 
recent Improvement Era discussion 
of “Blood Groupings Among the 
Indians,” points out the significant 
fact that the Polynesians have a 
very similar blood test to that of 
the American Indians. Such stud-
ies as these are encouraging.

* However, some scientific theories 
of the day on race origin give little 
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support to the conclusions I have 
drawn above. But, while they do 
nothing to prove these conclusions, 
they also do nothing to disprove 
them. Clark Wissler says the fol-
lowing in speaking of the similar-
ities of American Indians and 
Polynesians:

“With the Polynesians the 
agreements are chiefly in pigmen-
tation and to some extent the hair. 
. . . Among such traits as blow-
guns, plank canoes, hammocks, 
lime chewing, head-hunting cults, 
the mans house, and certain mask-
ed dances common to the New 
World and the Pacific Islands,

IN THE ISLANDS OF THE SOUTH SEAS 
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there appears the tendency to mass 
on the Pacific side of the New 
World. . . . There are abundant 
data to show that the Polynesians 
are recent arrivals in the Pacific."

Wissler is here speaking of the 
origin of the American Indians, and 
he concludes that even though they 
had contacts with the Pacific Is-
lands they did not originate from 
there. However, Wissler says 
nothing to disprove the theory of 
the Polynesians coming from 
America. In fact, he infers that 
the Polynesians are later arrivals 
than the American Indians and he 
admits contacts between America 
and the Pacific Islands. It is still 
reasonable to believe, then, that the 
Polynesians came from America.

J-JRDLICKA, noticing the simi-
* larity in culture traits between 

American Indians and Polynesians, 
makes a similar observation to 
Wissler:

“It is probable that the western 
coast of America, within the last 
2,000 years, was on more than one 
occasion reached by small parties 
of Polynesians.”

He is also speaking of the origin 
of the American Indians and he 
concludes that in the main they 
did not come from Polynesia, but 
he says nothing to disprove the 
theory of the Polynesians coming 
from America. In fact, by admit-
ting that culture traits are similar, 
and by denying that the American 
Indians came from Polynesia, he 
only strengthens the argument that 
the Polynesians came from Amer-
ica.

Ettie A. Rout, in her recent book 
on “Maori Symbolism,” contends 
very strongly that the Maoris are 
Israelites and even suggests that 
the migration started somewhere 
in Assyria (The Maori word for 
the starting place is “Ihira”), went 
from there to the American conti-
nent, and then to the Islands of the 
Pacific ocean. She served as gov-
ernment reporter in New Zealand 
and gathered her material by first-
hand methods without relying up-
on previous European writings. 
This is a fact that makes her con-
clusions even more valuable. There 
will not be space in this present 
article to review all of her splendid 
material, most of which gives sup-
port to what we have been saying, 
but I commend the book itself to 
those who are interested.

Culture-trait similarities between 
America and Polynesia are numer-
ous. The geometric design, which 
is found in both places, is an out-
standing example of this. Mex-
icans of the Cordilleras use the 
same type of war-gong as the New 
Zealand Maoris. Customs and 
traditions are in many cases almost 
identical. All of these facts help 
to establish our contention of the 
probable connections among these 
lands and peoples.

Of course there are always the 
indigenists—those who claim that 
the same culture trait may develop 
naturally in more than one place, 
and that finding the same trait in 
two or more places does not neces-
sarily mean that there have been 
contacts. The indigenistic expla- 

{Continued on page 711)



T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A,  N O V E M B E R,  1 9 3 5

S p e c ul ati o n s  o n  
P ol y n e si a n  Ori gi n

( C o nti n u e d f r o m p a g e  6 7 4)  

n ati o n  i s g o o d  f o r m a n y  p r o bl e m s,  
b ut  w h e n  t h e r e a r e  a s  m a n y  si mi -
l a riti e s i n c ult u r e a s  w e  h a v e  j u st 
s e e n, it s e e m s diffi c ult  t o e x pl ai n  
all a w a y b y  a s e p a r at e d e v el o p -
m e nt  t h e o r y. T h e  t h e o r y of  dif -
f u si o n t h r o u g h h u m a n  c o nt a ct s i s 
m u c h  m o r e  s ati sf yi n g.

T h e  i n di g e ni st e s p e ci all y r u n s  
i nt o diffi c ult y  w h e n  h e  g et s i nt o 
t h e bi ol o gi c al  fi el d. T hi s  c a n b e st  
b e  ill u st r at e d b y  a  st u d y  of  t h e p o -
t at o. A c c o r di n g  t o Willi a m  E.  
S aff o r d  i n hi s  a rti cl e  ‘‘T h e  P ot at o  
of  R o m a n c e  a n d  of  R e alit y, ” n ot h -
i n g w a s  k n o w n  of  o u r  c ulti v at e d  
p ot at o  b ef o r e  it w a s  g r o w n  b y  t h e 
A r a n c o  I n di a n s of  C hil e  a n d t h e 
I n c a s of  P e r u. T h e  s w e et p ot at o  
p r e c e d e d  all ot h e r v a ri eti e s, a n d  
it s o ri gi n al  h o m e  h a s  b e e n  p r o v e d  
t o b e  A m e ri c a.  N o w,  b e si d e s  t hi s 
o ri gi n al  h o m e,  t h e o nl y  ot h e r  pl a c e s  
i n t h e w o rl d  w h e r e  t hi s s w e et p o -
t at o h a s  b e e n  f o u n d t o b e  g r o wi n g  
n ati v el y  a r e  H a w aii,  N e w  Z e al a n d,  
S a m o a,  a n d  T a hiti. If w e  a r e  t o 
b eli e v e  t h at t hi s p ot at o  d e v el o p e d  
s e p a r at el y i n e a c h pl a c e  t h e n w e  
w o ul d  e x p e ct  it al s o  i n ot h e r  p a rt s  
of  t h e w o rl d;  b ut  si n c e w e  fi n d it 
o nl y  i n P ol y n e si a  a n d A m e ri c a,  
a n d  si n c e it o ri gi n at e d  i n A m e ri c a,

S a u c e  f or a  
N u m b er  of  
G a n d er s

( C o nti n u e d f r o m p a g e  6 7 1  ) 

g e nt  r e q u e st s t h at p o u r e d  i n u p o n  
h e r  f o r m o n e y.  B o b' s  s u g g e sti o n  
t h at h e  b e  all o w e d  t o a c c o m p a n y  
t h e f o ot b all t e a m o n a t ri p m et  
wit h  a mil d  b ut  fi r m r ef u s al a n d  
J a ni c e  w a s  fi n all y c o n vi n c e d t h at 
t h e r e w a s  a  li mit t o t h e n u m b er  of  
p ai r s  of  s h o e s t h at a  c oll e g e gi rl  
mi g ht  r e a s o n a bl y b e e x p e ct e d t o 
g et  al o n g  wit h.  El ai n e  a r ri v e d  at  
t h e p oi nt  w h e r e  s h e w o ul d  w e a r  
a  r e m o d el e d d r e s s  wit h o ut  t o o p r o -
l o n g e d r e b elli o n a n d K e n  e v e n -
t u all y, if u n g r a ci o u sl y, g a v e u p  
t h e i d e a of  b u yi n g  a  n e w  f o ot b all.

N o w  t h at s h e w a s  d r e s s e d  u p,  
E dit h  b e g a n  l o o ki n g a b o ut  f o r s o m e  
pl a c e  t o g o  a n d  f o u n d t h at it w a s  
n ot  at all diffi c ult  o n c e  s h e h a d  
m a d e  u p  h e r  mi n d  t o v e nt u r e  f o rt h. 

w e  a r e  t o c o n cl u d e t h at t h e P ol y -
n e si a n s  c a m e f r o m A m e ri c a  a n d  
t o o k t h e p ot at o  pl a nt  wit h  t h e m t o 
t h e P a cifi c  I sl a n d s.

W h e n  t h e w hit e  m a n  fi r st l a n d-
e d  i n P ol y n e si a  h e  w a s  a st o u n d e d  
b y  t h e e xi st e n c e  of  m a n y  I s r a eliti s h 
c u st o m s a n d t r a diti o n s. I n N e w  
Z e al a n d,  t h e o r di n a n c e  of  b a pti s m  
b y  i m m e r si o n w a s  a d mi ni st e r e d  b y  
a ut h o ri z e d p ri e st s c all e d T o-  
h u n g a s. A f o r m of t e m pl e 
( W h a r e W a n a a n g a)  e xi st e d, i n 
w hi c h  o nl y m e n  w e r e  p e r mitt e d.  
It r e c ei v e d  hi g h  r e v e r e n c e, a n d  w a s  
f o r t h e p u r p o s e  of  gi vi n g  t r ai ni n g 
f o r t h e p ri e st h o o d. I n H a w aii  
t h e r e s e e m e d t o b e  a  k n o wl e d g e  of  
C h ri st  a n d of Hi s  c o mi n g. All  
of  t h e s e t hi n g s a r e a s  w e  w o ul d  
e x p e ct if w e  a c c e pt  t h e t h e o r y of  
A m e ri c a n  o ri gi n f o r t h e P ol y -
n e si a n s.

T h e  e vi d e n c e i s n ot  all i n y et,  
b ut  f r o m w h at  w e  h a v e,  it s e e m s  
l o gi c al t o a s s u m e t h at t h e P ol y -
n e si a n s  a r e  of  t h e bl o o d  of  I s r a el 
a n d t h at t h e y l eft t h e A m e ri c a n  
s h o r e s at t h e ti m e H a g ot h  b uilt  
hi s  m a n y  s hi p s. F r o m  t hi s c o n cl u -
si o n w e  c a n  r e a dil y  u n d e r st a n d  t h e 
a n s w e r t o o u r q u e sti o n s : t h e 
M o r m o n  C h u r c h  i s i nt e r e st e d i n 
P ol y n e si a,  a n d  t h e P ol y n e si a n s  a r e  
r e s p o n si v e t o M o r m o ni s m,  b ot h 
b e c a u s e  of  a  di vi n e  p r o mi s e  m a d e 
m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  t o a  ‘‘c h o s e n p e o -
pl e. ”

A  lit e r a r y cl u b  a n d  a  ci vi c  i m p r o v e-
m e nt  g r o u p  b ot h  w el c o m e d  h e r  i n. 
S h e  f o u n d it t h rilli n g t o b e  a bl e  t o 
t ell s o m e of  h e r  o w n  e x p e ri e n c e s  of  
t h e d a y  at  di n n e r  ti m e i n st e a d of  
m e r el y  li st e ni n g t o w h at  t h e ot h e r s  
h a d  t o s a y.

Of  c o u r s e t hi s n e w  f r e e d o m f o r 
t h e m ot h e r  m e a nt  t h at t h e gi rl s  h a d  
t o t a k e o v e r  a  s h a r e of  t h e h o u s e -
w o r k  b ut  i n ti m e t h e y l e a r n e d t o 
a c c e pt  e v e n t hi s i n n o v ati o n a s  i n-
e vit a bl e  a n d  t o w a s h  di s h e s  wit h -
o ut  a  g r e at  d e al  of  m u r m uri n g.

T h e  f a mil y h a d  a dj u st e d c o m-
p a r ati v el y  w ell  t o t h e n e w  m o d e  of  
li vi n g u ntil  T h a n k s gi vi n g  d a y  d r e w  
n e a r w h e n  E dit h  t h r e w a r e al  
b o m b s h ell  i nt o t h ei r mi d st  b y  a n -
n o u n ci n g  t h at s h e  w a s  n ot  g oi n g  t o 
c o o k  a  bi g  di n n e r — i n f a ct, s h e w a s  
g oi n g  t o c o o k s c a r c el y a n y  di n n e r  
at  all.

‘‘B ut,  M ot h e r! ” c ri e d K e n n et h,  
‘‘T h a n k s gi vi n g  i s t h e m ai n  h oli d a y  
of  t h e w h ol e  y e a r  a n d  t h e di n n e r  i s 
t h e m ai n  p a rt  of  t h e d a y. W h o  

e v e r  h e a r d  of  g oi n g  wit h o ut  a  bi g  
di n n e r  o n  T h a n k s gi vi n g ? ”

“ J u st w h at  I’d  li k e t o k n o w, ” 
a d d e d B o b. “ T hi n g s  h a v e  c o m e  
t o a  s o r r y p a s s  a r o u n d  h e r e  if w e  
h a v e  t o g o  wit h o ut  a  T h a n k s gi vi n g  
di n n e r. ” H e  t h o u g ht it wi s e r  n ot  
t o m e nti o n  f o r t h e p r e s e nt  t h at h e  
h a d  al r e a d y  i n vit e d a  s c h o ol f ri e n d 
w h o  w a s  st a yi n g i n t o w n f o r t h e 
h oli d a y  t o h a v e  di n n e r  wit h  t h e m.

E v e n  J a m e s  w a s  s h a k e n o ut  of  
hi s  u s u al  mil d n e s s  e n o u g h t o s a y,  
“ If it' s e x p e n s e t h at i s b ot h e ri n g  
y o u,  M ot h e r,  w e  c a n  al w a y s  g et  t h e 
m e a n s  f o r t hi s p a rti c ul a r  o c c a si o n. ”

( Uij n at m a s 

d ar ö a
f or 1 3 3 5

If y o u h a v e  s e e n o u r c a r ds of f o r m e r 
y e a rs y o u k n o w t h ei r v al u es — If n ot,  
“ y o u will  b e pl e as a ntl y s u r p ris e d. "  
T h e y  a r e  r e a d y n o w,  a n d

pri c e d  t o P L E A S E  Y O U
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