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You, too, have freedom of choice

by Lucy Grant Cannon

EDITOR'S NOTE: A noted scientist said that democracy
was that form of government which left every citizen free
to do his best. Under the divine Plan of Salvation, each
mortal has his freedom of choice. This freedom of choice,
of deciding between good and evil, is inherent in mankind;
it is a reminder of that great council in heaven and of what
was determined there.

One mortal who exercised well his right of choice or
free agency, in having chosen to give many years of devoted
service to the Church, was Heber J. Grant, seventh presi-
dent of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
To the theme of free agency, of making good use of op-
portunities, Lucy Grant Cannon, daughter of President
Grant, has selected material from her father’s writings and
sermons.

N looking over my father’s sermons and talks, I
found the theme which he used so often: “There
is no joy in the world that equals the joy of knowing
in your heart that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ,
that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, and that
we as individuals are living the Gospel that will bring
eternal exaltation to us and our loved ones.” An in-
teresting story on this theme is the conversion of
my father’s brother, Brigham F. Grant, as told in
my father’s own words:

“The Book of Mormon has a very warm place in
my heart, because of one of its chapters.

“I had a wayward brother who took no interest
in the Church until he was between 35 and 40 years
of age. I received a letter from him telling that
because of the failure of our placer mines where we
had invested large sums of money—all we had and
all we could borrow—he had been tempted, because
he had ruined me financially, to kill himself.

“He went into the woods intending to take his
life; but he got to thinking what a cowardly, das-
tardly thing it would be to kill himself and leave his
wife and children destitute. So ... he knelt down
and prayed to God: ‘O God, if there is a God.” He
got up weeping for joy and wrote me that he had
been convinced . . . that there is a God and a devil,
one leading to life and the other to death.

“He threw the letter into his trunk. He wrote
me letters every day for a week, each landing in his
trunk. Finally he mailed one. When I got it, in-
stead of writing him as the adversary had impressed
him I would (the adversary had impressed him that
I would write and tell him to be baptized), I wrote

{For Course 29, lesson of August 11, “Road to Salvation”; for
Course 27, lesson of August 11, "How Much Freedom?”; and for
Course 15, lessons of July on Alma.)
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him that some day you will know that the Gospel
is true. ‘Do not think that I want you to be bap-
tized if you feel that you would be a hypocrite.’

“T went out and bought a Book of Mormon, re-
turned to my office, and shut the door; then I told
the Lord that I wanted to open the book to the
chapter that would do that wayward and careless
brother of mine the most good. And this is the
chapter to which I opened, the thirty-sixth chapter
of Alma,

“Anyone who knows the contents of the book,
cahmot find a chapter comparable to the thirty-
sixth chapter of Alma, ‘My son, give ear to my
words; for I swear unto you, that inasmuch as ye
shall keep the commandments of God ye shall pros-
per in the land. . . . For I do know that who-
soever shall put their trust in God shall be supported
in their trials, and their troubles, and their afflic-
tions, and shall be lifted up at the last day.” (Alma
36:1,3.)

“Alma knew no better than I know that those
who put their trust in God shall be supported in all
manner of afflictions and trials and tribulations. I
was able to sit by the deathbed of my only living
son and see him die without shedding a tear, and
there was a most peaceful feeling in my heart when
he passed away.

“I love that chapter. Why? Because when that
wayward brother of mine read it, he wrote: ‘Heber,
I do not know that the Gospel is true. But I pledge
the Lord that, if He ever gives me as He gave Alma
of old a knowledge of the divinity of the Gospel, 1
will labor as Alma of old labored to bring souls to a
knowledge of the truth.” And thank the Lord, he
obtained that knowledge; and thank the Lord, he
also kept that pledge.”

“Dream, O Youth. Dream nobly and manfully,
and your dreams shall be your prophets.” This was
a favorite theme of President Grant: On this subject,
he had this to say to young people:

“If you have ambitions, dream of what you wish
to accomplish, and then put your shoulder to the
wheel and work. Faith without works is dead, so
James tells us.

“Unto those of you who have worthy determina-
tions, the Lord will open the way before you whereby
you can accomplish the labor.”

Libra.:; File Reference: Grant, Heber J.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 
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