
SCRIPTURE CENTRAL
https://scripturecentral.org/ 

American Antiquities: Corroborative of the Book of 
Mormon
Editor(s): Asa Calkin
Source: The Latter-Day Saints' Millennial Star, Vol. 21, No. 25 (18 June 1859) 
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Page(s): 401–403

Abstract: This 47-part series provides evidence to confirm the authenticity of the Book 
of Mormon. It describes the contents of the Book of Mormon and archaeological 
findings and discoveries, such as ancient cities, temples, altars, tools, and wells. Each 
part contains several excerpts from other publications that support the Book of Mormon.

Type: Magazine Article

This item is in the public domain.

http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
https://scripturecentral.org/


AMERICAN antiquities .401401

saints on sundays three meetings
if&dwhreweremere heldhbldhelaheiahald abnbnon deck anafellowsbipandana fellowship meet-
ings

meet-
inging s

I1

inin each ward two nights a week
whichw ich was a good preventive against
grumbling as it kept the minds of the
people actively engaged in the better
things of the kingdom
the monotony of the voyage was

also enlivened with singingtinging instrumental
music dancing ganiesgames &cac in which
isas a matter of coursecourses the junior portion
took a prominent part while the more
sedate enjoyed themselves in seeing and
tearing the appifyinghappifyinghhappify ing reerrecreationseationslationseationslons
I1 cirtainlyfeltcertainly feltfeit it quite a task in being

appointed to take charge of a company
I1

comeomcomposedpokedpokea of people from so many coun-
tries speaking nine different langulanguagesagest
anandana having different manners customs
and peculiaritiesupecdliarities and thrown together
under such close circumstances butbuts
through the faithfulness and diligence of
the saints which were universally mani-
fested I1 soon found the load far easier
thanilian I1 had anticipated and on our
arrival here we were pronounpronouncedcedi by
doctors and government officers to be
the bestmst disciplined and most agreeable
company that ever arrived at this port
of1b61captainof the captain it is not necessary to

sayay anythingp further than that just be-
foree 0ourounur arrival we ipresentedpresented him with
ire06wingthe following testimonial which hebe asinisinis in
ievery iespectrespect worthy of I1

61tetestimonialsfimbnial to captain james B bell
66mcommanderandezder of0r thetleibe thipship williamTrilliam tapscottTOPMtovTOPtav M

sirmsirsinsirgairm Aswe are dTdrawingawing tothet6theto the conclusion
of ourtoyageweboulan6tbeounour voyage we should not bedoiugjusiicedoing justice i

to our feelings98 were we not to embrace
jbftbfthlopportnnityis portunioortunit YR beforebeforewe separate oforexex
pprmsmthonghsgcboughei briefly those sentimentsentiments 0off
sincereasencasinc ere regar4hndesteemregard and esteem which have been
edgenengene r zenfen ddeedered wiwithinthiuthih us towards yourself
hilridlilridg oenohrour thort 1intercourseintircourse whildonwhile on bur I1

passage across the atlantic and throuthroughouthoutbout
which we havehivehite all beensdbeen sdsohappilyso happilyy blessedblessed
and prospered
wewouldwe would humbly assure yon thafthetbat1the

pleasant and interesting time which we eivehavefiveelve
spent on board the wilbamwiluamtrilltamTrilltam tapscotttapscolttapscotfTaps coftcoltwill bebb
long remembered bauibyuiby us all and mostlys6mostly so on
account oftb6of the many kindnesses and fayonfavoursrs
which we havereceivedhavehaye received from her worthy
captain the assiduous care and kindly in-
terest which youyouhavehave universally displayed
for our comfort andwelfareand welfare yourcourteousyounyour courteous
urbanity andindana gentlemanly bearing havebavehaveallbavelallsaveallhaveallveailfalllallfail
combined to win our hearts and call forth
the warmestfeelingskwarmest feelings of a grateful people
and wherever ourburgur respective lots may be

cast in the future oufourour minds will often
revert to thdpresentthe present voyage and its bahappyppyappy
associations and bur beartfeltprayersshallheartfelt prayers shallshail
ascend tbheaventotb heaven for the richest blessinblessingssoflofof
our father to be bestowed upon youyon that
your life maynlayhlay be long prosperousprosperousandprosperousandand happy
and your future joy anandI1 peace
signed in behalf of the seven huharedandhundred and

twenty six passengers and with theirunabltheir unani-
mous appraparapproval0valyai

president of the comstoberitober0 Y NESLWo T ppany of endEnOenograntsgrants
BENRYnenrySSgeordrrqw1eyhi mytitts counsellorsCounsellors

jjaieieo1qidjlmesJAMES BOND secretary

st georgenbanlisalaygeorges banks may 718597183971659
we are now lying at anchor ready fortor

landingjandingbanding at the castle gardens tomorrowto morrowmonrow
morningmornings at an elyhourelyearly hour and we expect
to start by the central railroad on mohmon-
dayday1forfor the westwest and as I1 shallshailshali havhave6 to
writerite to youjouou again before leaving here I1
will close formefor06for the present withwarmeitwith warmest
loveiove to yourself and counsellorscounsellorsandCounsellorCounsellorssandand all 41in
I1
ththee idoofficece inwbicbin which my brethren elders

7

hardisharris rowley and bond join
yours truly

R F NNESLENrSL

i
vatvagtat
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66btolteolmoorativeSTIVE OF THEBTHE BOOKOF1ook OFMORmormonMOKMON0
continued from page 87182171.71tiaqAaromeromrathvromrfthrf q

thithe andoslndosUi nidowatakeummhencrumenceum dec 131856.131856

0Z O mbeiarlealbeniarleAlbeniarlearie street deciodecdeo 10
bendioiendioirtsendapIbudkoendio romjomlowroerowrox bherewithbrewerew ith a translation of a
ietter6tterw16hlbayerwilch 1 hayelaye receivedeteiiidrfromdoiifrom don josg
anifantokntonionio tiryirclrllrtjnutiarittii4curaicuracnraanra ofjutlapaof jutlapaJutlapatiapa in the
rddeparlmebt1at9t menmeat 0othe iamdnamesamebame name state of
cnatemaiaeuaemacua a centralc

1

u
1tiai aniericaaniencaAniaulericaenoaenca givin- aalialln

account of iomeancientbomesomeiomekomehome ancient monnnionmonumentsmonnmentsninentsfouadments found in
hamhimhawhi pafishparishoafish hotbot farfromtfarfae from he town of comapicbibipacomani
the existence ofthis6of these womonumentsnilniintimentsmenth Isasfs eowhowbow
for the first time mademadeknbwhknown wythetone
world imayhereobsertetdatinimayberdobaerve1fiatiii
theyeaii8slitriiterieatbetheyearthe yearjear 185311 traterIraTertrayeriratersedsedged the statdstatd6stadd of bahzansahban
salvasaivasalvadordoritarittuethetudbipantancientiiitcnicousCusoubcuscatlancatlancatiancailanaalafitlafi throngontthrongontgodt
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its length andbreandereand breadthaatb visiting lileillethe momonu-
ments

nu
of its ancient inhabitants but

amongst the ruins I1 found none corres-
ponding with those described in the accom-
panying letter with these desultory ob-
servationsservationslons I1 submit to you the letter of the
padieradiepadre Ururrutiarutiaratia asubscribinglubscribidg myself yours

E G squiersquirr

jutiapaJutiapa guatemala jan 8
sjrshainginsir sharing in those archaearcheearchaeologicalological tastes

which fortunately are spreading in this
country so rich in monuments of an ancient
civilization I1 have lately devoted some time
to the study of the antiquitiestheantiquities falling within
the extensive parish under my charge and
of which I1 propose to give you some brief
notices first in reference to the fine ruins
hitherto unknown of the very ancient city
called cinicacinaca mecalloblecallobecallo to the southward
anandd not far from the town of comapacomaca are
somecomecombbomegome steep mountains the bases of which
are washed bbyy the large river paz or pazaraza
which constitutes the boundary between
guatemala and san salvador upon the
highest of these mountains is atan extensive
plain drained by a multitude of small
streams the waters of which uniting in a
cimmoncommon channel are precipitated over a
ledge of rocks 15 yards in height and
miniekinlemingleminle with those of the river forming one
of the most beautiful cataracts in this
department upon the highest part of this
plain are found the remains of an ancient
city of the primitive inhabitants of america
which have successfully resisted the attacks
of time and the heavy walls of which seem
ostentatiously to defy the operations of the
elements the teryveryverj lofty position of these
ruins from which may be traced the
majestic course of the river which flows at
1the base of the mountains even to the sea
and from which the eye traverses the wide
plains dotted with villages of the neigh
bouringbobring state of san salvador taking in the
volcanoes of chingo and izalcotbeizalcoinzalco the american

t vesuvius with its plume of smoke risinnisinrising to
amidjmidmidmadmidheavenm5d heavenheaved and including the lakes of r11jahnijahaija
and atescatempaatescatemp3 this position lends addi-
tional interest to the ruins since it indicates
ia high appreciation of the grand and beau-
tiful on the part of the builders of the
ancient city the place where these ruins
are found as I1 have said is known by the
name of cinacacinica becallomecallo which inin the mixed
idiom of mam and mexican now spoken by
the people of this district signifies knotted
iopelopeboperope cordelcordilcordet anudadoanu dado given perhaps by the
primitive inhabitants in consequence of

fethefcthethe many tinesvines found in these mountains
landhand used in binding together the frames
mottotlithethe huts and houses of the people the
Vwallswails os0r-rremainsd of the wall of the city

describe
f

an ovaloiaovai figurefigure wwithin whichwhicnvavav7
riousnousnious roads or streets may be tritracedced
variousvarious subterranean passages andmanamand manyany
ruined edifices the materials of construc-
tion are principally thin stones or a species
of slate united by a kind of cement which
in colourbolour and consistence resembles melted
lead alonoplono dertiderriderritidoderritldotido amongst the monu-
ments there are three which claim special
notice the first of these is a temple con-
secratedsecrated to the sun chiefly excavated in thetee
solid rock and having its door opening
towards the east on the archway of the
entrance which is formed of slabs united
to each other are found sculptured retleretierepierepre-
sentations of the sun and moon and in the
interior are found some hieroglyphics this
monument is known amongst the indians as
tee tunal stone of the sun besides the
dassitassibassi filieririlievlrilieritilirilierievleuiere these stones bear hieroglyphics
painted with a kind of red varnish which
notwitnitwitnotwithstandinghstanestan ding its long exposure to the
weather remains unimpaired many 6f66of the
stones found in excavating0 in all parts ofof
these ruins are painted with this varnish
of the subterranean passages found amongst
these ruins there is one which has become
celebrated and is still the subject of many
popular stories as having been the retreat
of a celebrated bandit named partidenopartidenaPartidenoidena
who was finally captured here by the people
of comacomapacomacapa desiring to explore this paspassage8age
and in spite of the entreaties of the super-
stitiousstit ious indians not to venture initanitin it I1 provided
myselfwithmyself with a ahatchethatchet and a torch ofpineorpineof pine and
entered aftermany difficulties I1 succeeded
in reaching a kind of saloon where I1 found
various blocks of stone carved with the arms
of the ancient indians in all respects similar
to others which I1 had previously found in
other parts of the ruinsrains and sent to ahethe
rresprespresidentident of guatemala in 1853 the second
notable object and which is no less worthy
of attention is a great slab of stone covered
with inscriptions or hieroglyphics which
from the little knowledge I1 have been able
to obtain of their meaning appear to me to
convey only representations of the economy
of human life la pintura de la economeaeconomiaeconomia de
la vida humanahumandmanh the first is a tree symbol
of life the last a skull emblem of death
the third object is a wild animal resembling
a tiger sculptured in a stone orof rock of great
size and which I1 conjecture was intended
as a monument commemorative of some great
victory these sir are the most
remarkable objects found in this ancient and
ruined city outside of the wallswailswalis and in a
little plailplain not far distant are a number of
mounds which doubtless are the burial
places of the dead the proportions of
these rude sepulchressepulchres unshaded by cypresses
and unmarked by chiselledchiselled stones never-
theless conteyconvey to us the probable position
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and influence of the dead whom they cover
it is a custom still preserved amongst the
indianstoindiansIndiansto940gpoto throw a handful of earth or a stone
uponspon the grave of the distinguished dead
as a tribute to their memory the more
nunnernumerousous these contributions the higher
the tumulus which is thus gradually accu-
mulatedmulated I1 have thus given you a few of
the notes which I1 have made upon the

ancient ruins in this department I1 hope
soon to have the pleasure of sending you
others bieBlemeantimeantime I1 may mention that I1
have agreeably to promise sentcopiessent copies of
some of the hieroglyphics whichwhichaI1 have
alluded to above to guatemala to the care
of the abbe brasseur de bourbourgBourbourg youratour
obedient servant &cac

JOSEjoss ANTONIO urrutiaUBKUTIAurrutiz7
Tto behe continued

PASSING EVENTS
GENERALGE enllthethe whole of thethetatelinevatelinedatelineVateline is in insurrection the herzegovineiferzegovineHerzegovine is also

reportedreportea to be in open revolt an army of 120000 men is about to be formed in bohemia
on the aoth uitnit the piedmontese army after reconstructing the bridge which the austriansAust rians
had destroyed advanced into the great plain which extends from the sesia to the ticino
and found the austriansAustrians entrenched in and behind the villages of Paleraleraiepalestrostrosstrot casalino andnd
venzavenzaglioventaglioVen zaglioliollo the piedmontese commanded by the king in person attacked the austrian
entrenchment boldly and carried it at the point of the bayonet after an obstinate defence
takingtalang two pieces of cannon and many small arms and prisoners their losses were also
great early on the 31st a powerful body of austriansAustrians 25000 strong attacked the pied-
montese in their position at palestro which they had won on the previous day but the
Pledpiedpiedmontesemontese supported by the french division trochu not only held their ground but
after repulsing the austrianAust riangrians themselves became the assailants and drove back the
austriansAust rians with great slaughter capturing 1000 prisoners and eight guns the ard
regiment of zouavesZouaves which supported the piedmontese particularly distinguished itself
itt stormed an austrian position with the bayonet drove 400 of the austrian soldiers into
the canalcaldaldai and captured six guns during thebattlethe battlebattie at palestro another fight took placepifapina
at sconfienzaconfienzaConfienza where the austriansAust rians were repulsed by the divisionrantydivision fantyranty after a two hourshounshourd
conflict A french imperial message telegraphed from novara reports that a battle was
fought at the bridge of magenta on the 4thath instant the french army killed or wounded
15000 Austaustriaustriansrians1ans and captured 5000 prisoners

memorabilia
LARGEST BIRD the largest known bird is the condor
HABEAS411bras CORPUS this ishisais a legal writ for the delivery of a person from false imprison-

mentmenviiiiivip or for the removal of a person from one jjudicialadicial court to another
LGESTLARGEST FLOWERflowen the largest known flower is the rafflesia arnoldi discovered by

dr arnold iniw Surnsuinsumatraatra the flower of which when in fullfallfuli expansion is nine feet inliu
circumference

COLOSSEUM AT romeHOMEroue the romanboman theatre called the colosseum was an oval building
of magnificent construction and occupied a space of nearly six acres it occupied three
years only in its erection it was commenced by vespasian and completed by titus and
cost as much as would have built a whole city it was framed to seat 80000 spectators
prancedprangedrangedtanged according to their respective rank one portion was allotted to the emperoremp eror
senatorssenators foreign ambassadors and other distinguished persons another portion with seats
of marble was for the equestrian order and the remainder was filled with wooden seats
1forthefor the commoner classes of people

AGEAOE OP sheerSHEEPsneer the age of a sheep may be known by examining the front teeth
tbeyareTbtheyeyareare eight in number andareand are during the first year all of a small size in the ssecond
yearjearyeanjeanlean the two middle ones fall out and their places are supplied by two deivneivnew teeth of aa
larger size in the third yearsyearjear two other small teeth one from each side drop out and
are replaced by two largeoneslarlargegeonesones so that there are now four large teeth in the middle and
awotwotwo pointed one7soneones s on each side in the fourth year the large teeth are six in number and
only two small ones remainremains one at each end of the range in1ntheflayearthethe fifth yeanyearjean the remaining
small teeth are iestifstl9att andtheand thetho whole front teeth are largelarge in the sixth year the whole
begin to be wornworii andad lnlb4in the venthseventhrenthventiic sometimessombetimesetimes sooner some fallfailfali out oroi are broken




