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ENGLAND,—SOUTHAMPTON PASTORATE.

St. Mary's Cottage, Southampton,

March 18, 1859,
President Calkin.

Dear W{, ;;1: am happy to be a.tlii:
to report favourably to respectin
work of the Lord in m’of'mm 9

Unity, faith, and works among
t&n Saints are on b i ok

ints are getting a better understanding
of the principle of ing and of the
way by which their deliverance is to be

brought about, and they feel determined

henceforth to do all they can to help | 4

themselves. Baptisms are not of very
frequent occurrence, but our meetings

are generally well attended b mT;
and 1t is to presumedm’some the

me, and they

e increase, The
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seed which is now being sown will fall on
ground and bring forth fruit.

Presidents Hanham, Astle, and Reed,
with the Travelling Elders, are one with
are labouring diligently and
successfully in their respective ﬂelfiu of

As for myself, I feel desirous to honour-
my calling, and by the help of the Lord I
am determined to do all I can to help to
roll on the work of God.

Elder Keaton is still travelling in the
Pastorate, and has always been ready
render me any assistance that I have re-
il e enjoy much

ra t you may ever enjoy m
2511 tha’lHno y Spirit, I rgmun yours faith-

¥s
WinLiam Moss.

AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES,
CORROBORATIVE OF THE BOOK OF MORMON.

(Continued from page 227.)

(From the New York Daily Times, March 21, 1855.)

“ The antiquities of America extend from
the eastern shores of Maine and Massa-
chusetts to the Pacific, and from the great
lakes and British dominions to Peru and
La Plata, in South America; in fact, through-
out the extent of both continents. Immense
forests grow over the ruins of large cities,
and the gigantic size of the trees, with indi-
cations that other generations of trees
sprung up and grew before them, prove
that the ruins were in existence before the
Christian era. In every portion of the
United States, interesting ruins have been
discovered. In the State of New York
have been found sculptured figures of 100
animals of different species, executed in a
style far s to an g exhibited by
any of the existing tribes of Indians. The
State of Ohio abounds in ruins of towers
and fortifications, with extensive mounds
and pyramids. At Marietta, in this State,
beautiful pottery, silver and copper orna-
ments, and pearls of great beauty and lustre
have been dug up from the earth. In the
caves of Tennessee and Kentucky, mummies
have been found in a high state of a-
tion, clothed with cloths and skins of various
texture, inlaid with feathers. ULike disco-
veries have been made at Carrollton. Near
Milwaukee, in the State of Wisconsin, ruins

of huge fortifications appear. Similar ruins
appear in the State of Missouri. On the
gouth side of the Missouri River, in the
western portion of this State, is an inclosure
of some 500 acres, which includes the ruin
of a building (no doubt ancient tower,) with
walls 150 feet high, and 80 feet wide at the
base, attached to which are a redoubt and a
citadel, with work much resembling the
structure of a tower in Europe. But it is
in the south of Mexico that magnificent and
beautiful ruins present themselves in great
abundance. The most extensive ruins are
to be found at Uxmal and Palenque, in the
south-east of Mexico. At Uxmal are im-
mense pyramids coated with stone, and
q lar stone edifices and terraces.
The highest of these pyramids is 130 feet,
and on the summit it supports a temple ; on
one of the facades of the temple are four
human figures, eut in stone with great exact-
ness and elegance. The bands are crossed
upon the breast; the head is covered in
something like a helmet; about the neck is.
a garment of the skin of an ; and
over each body is a figure of death’s head
and bones. At Palenque are immense ruins,
a of great extent, with the remains of a
r palace. One temple, that of Copan,
was 520 feet by 650, and supposed to have
been as large as St. Peter’s at Rome.
Another temple of great dimensions is here,
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having an entrance by a portico 100 feet
long and 10 feet broad: it stands on an
elevation of 60 feet. The pillars of the

co are adorned with hieroglyphics and
other devices. Different objects of worship
have been found—representations of the
gods who were worshipped in this country.
These temples, with 14 large buildings and
many other objects of curiosity, stand here
as monuments of ancient greatness, to re-
mind us of the remote origin of a mighty
empire. This city has been described as
the Thebes of America, and travellers have
supposed that it must bave been some GO
miles in circumference, and contained a po-
pulation of 5,000,000 souls. Centnries must
have elapsed and dynasties succeeded each
other before such orders of architecture
were introduced, and a length of time must
have passed before an empire would become
sufficiently powerful to erect such a temple
and possess a city of such vast extent. In
looking back to the past, we feel interested
in the imagination that this people was once
in the noonday of glory, enjoying all the
fruits and luxuries of an advanced civiliza-
tion. In this country is exhibited the largest
pyramid in the world—that of Cholula, near
Puebla. It covers 44 acres and is about
200 feet high. On its summit was a temple,
and in the interior has been discovered a
vault, roofed with beams of wood, contain-
ing skeletons and idols. Several smaller
pyramids surround this large one. It ap-
pears to have been formed by cutting a hill
into an artificial shape. Its dimensions are
immense, being nearly three miles in cir-
cumference and about 400 feet high. It is
divided into terraces and slopes, covered
with platforms, stages, and bastions, ele-
vated one above the other, and all formed
with large stones skilfully cut and joined
without any cement. In some respects the
style of architecture resembles the Gothic,
being massive and durable; in other re-
spects it resembles the Egyptian; yet the
general construction, manner, and style of
architecture is different from anything
hithomh;lemibod in the worl:. As in

pt, hieroglyphics on stone denote re-
Eﬁr’hble events which no man has yet been
able to decipher. Dark shades rest on the
antiquities of America, and few rays of light
enliven the gloom. We have ancient history
to inform us of the events of Egypt—how
that empire was founded, and how it pros-
pered and fell. We have the same on record
of Babylon and Nineveh, of Greece, and
Rome, and Carthage. But not the least
information have we relative to those who
erected these cities—what people, and from
whence they came; not a ray of light to
dispel the dark gloom which seems to rest

on the early history of America, Architee- |
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ture, sculpture, painting, and all the arts
that adorn eivilized life have flourished in
this country, at a period far remote. There
is evidence sufficient to prove that those
cities were in ruins at least 1,600 or 1,800
years ago. In Palenque is the remains of
an altar, over which grows an immense
cedar, whose powerful roots enshrine it.
The whole city is overgrown with mahogany
and cedar trees of enormous size. The
concentrie circle of some of these trees—the
well-known eycles for a year—have been
counted, which showed they were more
than 800 years old; and there were indica-
tions of another generation of trees having
sprung up before them, How few reflect
on the fact that America is an old dominion
—the seat of an ancient, mighty empire.
These facts are opening themselves every
day to the eye of an astonished world, and
it is hoped that the spirit of inquiry, which
seems at present to animate all classes of
learned men, may throw more light on the
early histery of this remarkable region,”

(From the San Francisco Herald.)

“Lieutenant Beale states that on his first
trip across the continent he discovered in
the midst of the wilderness north of the
Gila what appeared to be a strong fort, the
walls of great thickness, built of stone. He
traversed it, and found it contained 42
rooms. In the vicinity, numerous balls of
hard clay, from the size of a bullet to that
of a grape shot, were met with. What was
singular about them was the fact that fre-
quently ten or twenty were stuck together
like a number of bullets run out of half-a-
dozen connecting moulds, or like a whole
baking of rolls. It is difficult to say what
these were intended for. They were so
hard, however, that the smaller ones conld
be discharged from a gun. And now it
remains for the antiquary to explore this
most interesting region in the very heart of
our country, and to say who were the
people that inhabited it. They may have
been the ancestors of the Aztecs whom
Cortes found in Mexico, for they were
known to have come from the north. Tra-
dition relates that they sailed out from their
northern homes directed by their prophets
not to cease their march till they came
across an eagle sitting upon a cactus with
a serpent in its claws. This they found
where the city of Mexico now stands, and
there they gstablished their dominion, This
legend is still preserved in the device upon
the Mexican dollar. Some remnants of the
Aztees still remained within a few years
past at the ruined city of Grand Quivera, or
Pecos, in the wilderness of New Mexico.
Here, in deep caverns, they kept alive, with








