
SCRIPTURE CENTRAL
https://scripturecentral.org/ 

Abstract: This 47-part series provides evidence to confirm the authenticity of the Book 
of Mormon. It describes the contents of the Book of Mormon and archaeological 
findings and discoveries, such as ancient cities, temples, altars, tools, and wells. Each 
part contains several excerpts from other publications that support the Book of Mormon.

Type: Magazine Article

American Antiquities: Corroborative of the Book 
of Mormon
Editor(s): Asa Calkin
Source: The Latter-Day Saints' Millennial Star, Vol. 21, No. 2 
(8 January 1859) 
Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Page(s): 28–30

This item is in the public domain.

http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
https://scripturecentral.org/


228528 AMERICANamericlyAMERIcly annqtjitiesANTIQ
f t

may the lord bless aanuanan prospersper you
and altallait11 the honestfi66t in beheartrt is the prayer
of yourbrotheryouebr6tberyour brother in the gospel of christ

i BRIGIIAMBRIGHAX YOUNG

walesTTALESWALLS

merthjrtydfii3fertbyrjydfil
december 11718537j 1853

rresprespresidentident calkin r

dear brotherdrother accordiaccordingg to my pro-
mise to you at cardiff I1 nown w address you
a few riineslinesines
last sunday I1 was at swansea with

president evanserans and brother Jjohnan we
hadbadbaahaa a very goodood conference there and
indeed have hadeadfad in each oftleoftbeof the confer-
ences in the mission we have en
deavoured to instilninstil in the minds of the

saintssaints thethe ccounseltunounseisef and instructions we
received from you at cardiff and mymy falfaifilfaithfalthth
is that a large amount will be addedaddedtoto
the penny emigration fund the coming
year from wales
ihavechaveI1 have been travellingtravelling in the ministry

nearly eight years and I1 can truly say
that I1 never saw so good a feeling gene-
rally as there is now the whole welsh
ilslissioncissionlissionslon with but very few exceptions is
congconiconitioncognitionin goodjood working order and a healthhealthyy
conditiontion i

president evans myself and brother
john are as oneinconeinone in mind and beelinfeelinfeelingja and
so we have been we are looking fora
good time at birmingham may god
bless you brother calkin

yours trultrulyyo
johnjounjohndatlesJOHNDdivusdavusavlesATLES
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from the panama echo april19april 19191853191853.IM
it will be remembered that lain the

jaityjarlydaily echo of march 9 a short paragraph
announced the discovery of an earthenware
vessel containing copper coffisctffis at old
panama yesterday we were favouredfavoured with
a careful inspection of these relics of old
times by trdr authenreith of this city into
whose possession they have now come not
professing to be a numismatologist we are
of course unable to read and interpret the
inscriptions but it is evident that they are
all of roman origin many of them con-
tainingtainingquitequite legibly the names ofmaximinus
diocletiandi661etian and constantine by this there-
fore we have a clue to their date
thegethesetheiotheithego are we believe the first roman
coinscoing evenevereter discovered upon the continent
of americbamerica and as such and from the
locality in which they have beenbroughlbeewbraught to
light they will doubtless possess much
interest in the eyes of those curious in such
matters altaitalthoughaltboughhoughbough their intrinsic value isis
proprobablybibly not worth more than that of the
old copper they containcongin

from an american paper
A copper kettle has been found 17 feet

belkbeikbelow theahe surface near altona illinois
lraimirairhbedded inin a vein of coal it was found on
tbuffaiyrockbaffllftock on the illinois rivei&hiverriverhiyer allailaliailakalla&allaeaskasi
lfovrclion couldoulditit comeintocome into a solid bedbfbedaf66of coal T

from the washington texas Amamerianamericanaamerkanerhanerkan

the ruins of an immense stone struc-
ture have been didiscoveredfsdoveria by some igeml&gentle-
menfyenayen hunting in the big thicketnethicket nenearneanY sansinsih
oabjabjacjacintointo the foundation of the edificeedlficeiaifice
covers an area of 310 by 200260 feet marblemarbie
columns 16 feet high and beautifully or-
namentednamented were discovered as also were
marble slabs supposed to have been used1sused as
steps the ruins are situated in the midst
of a dense thicket almost impenetrable andaidadd
in all probability would not have been dis
covered by these gentlemen hadbad it notbeennobnot been
for a pack of dogsdoos having overtaken a bear
near the spot in quest of which the gentle-
men went

from an american paper s i
i

91 by an official document transmitted
recently by the governor of the province
of loja in the republic of ecuador ttothetiltii
minister of foreign affairs it appears that
an interesting discovery of the remains
of an ancient city hadbad been made there
these ruinsruing are situated at some 20 milesmilik
from the city of loja in the centre of
the mountain called tambabaluco toward
an angle of the north in an extensive plainplains
jsis to be seen a beautiful temple ofofglofalt 61
yardsjardsbards long andana ten widewidowida with pillars per
fectlyfactly worked and in good gondicondiconditionflon toTS
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the south is seen a magnificent paiapalapalacece of
CO yards long with a 9grandrand gagatewayteay
worked in the same style as the temple
spacious saloons and apartments with
enclosed baths which convey the idea of
sardensgardensgardeni to the east stand several build-
ings forming streets which though of less
magnificence are of the same material the
former populousness of this city may be
estimated by the size of two pantheons on
each side each at least four miles and a half
min extent with places set apart for interring
the dead

from the massachusetts eaeaglele aug 11II 18481848.18818

A correspondent of the buffalo express
writing under date jane 14 from ontonaantona
gon lake superior saysbays mr11fr knapp of
the vulcan mining company has lately
made gomesomeegmesome very singular discoveries here in
working one of the veins which hebe lately
found liehelleile worked into an old cave which
had been excavated centuries ago thithisthls ledthem to look for further works of the same
sort and they have found a number of sinks
in the earth which they have traced a long
distance by digging into those sinks they
find them to have been made by the hand of
man it appearsappears that the ancient miners
went on a different principle from what
they do at the present time the greatest
depth yetletjet found in these holes is 30 feet
after getting down to a certain depth they
drifted along the vein making an open cut
thesethese cuts have been filled nearly to a level
by the accumulation of soil and we find
trees of the greatest growth standing in this
gutter and also find that trees of a very
large growth have grown up and died and
decayed many years sincesiace in the same
places there are now standing trees of
oerover 300 beareyeareyears growth

from thelakethe lakenake superior news

there is much curiosity felt i by all
visitors to this mine lake Snsuperiorperiorperlor copper
minemined on account of the stupendous work-
ingsingtoningtofof a race ofpeopleofpeople now extinct their
diggings can be traced on the three principal
ridges where veins are well developed from
one to two miles in extent their tools
and evidence of some skill in mining remain
their age cannot be determined from ex-
isting evidences yet sufficient to indicate
great age some excavations are 0030 feet
deep the wash of time has filled them to
leaveileateleaveleavea a slight depression trees of gigantic
sizsizeelateelavehayehave grown up in them and decayed
evidences that these depressions are not
natural are that on opening stone hammers
are found masses of copper removed
copper tools also similar in gizethesizeghe and shape
to 0939 described bbj humboldthumbpldthomb9ldt ina hisbis trayerstrayelstrqels

in 31exmexicoico and the historical accountsofaccountsaccountsofofggegyptaptypt it is known that the ancient
egyptians were acquainted with the art off
tempering copper their tools from their
shape andaudkud supposed object give equal evevi-
dencedenceofthatartof that art why not then a reasonable
conconclusionclusianclusman that the race and age werewerethemerethethe sapsausamee
with the pyramids of egypt theiuinsofthe rumsarums of
mexico and the ancient mining wworksoawork0zl-isoasonlake superior

from the ketokeionewneto york postrost
the following is an extract from a letter

written to his wife bjby a new yorker now
working in the mines of california the
letter bears date august 20 1849 4 therethire
was a gold mine discovered here what is
called murphysmnrpbysmumphysMurphys diggings one week todaytotodaydaydaj
it is evidently the work of ancient times
210 feet deep situated on the summit of a
very high mountain it has made a great
excitement here as it was several dayadajadays
before preparations could be made to descend
to the bottom there was found in it the
bonesbones of a human being also an altar for
worship and some other evidences of human
labour from present indications it is13
doubtful whether it will pay to be worked
as it isis mostly all rock and will require a
great outlay for tools and machinery to
work it this discovery if properly pur
sued by competent observers may prove of
the highest historical importance it will
establish the fact that the mineral wealth of
that region has been known to preceding
generations and theaherahei relics which have
survived may enlighten us as to the
nationality of the people who first pierced
this mountain 210 feet and will doubtless
suggest an inquiry into the reasons for
abandoning the pursuit of gold in a country
jnin which it seems to abound and where itsUs
discoverers had found encouragement to
make such extensive excavations in formenformerfarmf6rmelz
timestimmtima

from the terasracaste cascatras telegraphtehTektchgraph oct 111813111813.11 18431843. r

we have been informed by a gentleman
who has traversed a large portion of the
indian country of northern texas and the
country lying between santa fe and the
pacific that there are Tesvestigestiges of ancient
cities and ruined castles or temples on thetha
rio puercopnercopierco and on the colorado of the i
west ilelielle says that on one of the branches
of the itloilio puercopierco a few dalstraveldalstradays travelvelvei fromfrona
santa fe there is an immense pile of ruins
that appears to belong to an ancient templetempie i
portions of the wallswaliswailswailswalls are still standing
consisting of huge blocks of limestone regu-
larly hewn and laid inclementincementin cement thebuildingThetha building
occupies an extent of more tanianthan an acre it
is two or three stories high has no rootroof but
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containseontacontacontainmanyinmanymany roomsroomroomsgenerallyj generally of a square
form without jndowsendows and the lower rar6rooms
ars4dar1aresoabeso dark and gloomyKthat thewsmblethe resemble
cakircaternscakincaverns rattierrattler than thebe apartments of
an ididagaidagaldaedinceidid&edinch bail t for a liumahumangiuman habitation
ourOUTont informant didnotdidiotdiddiadla not give the style of
architecturere but hefiehiefhe bilierbelievesbilieve0ieaiit could nothotbot
have beenleen erected by spanSpahspaniardsspaniardlard ar6ror euro
peirispeifispeansaspeansass the stonestoness are much ivornworn by the
rains and indicate that the buitdin4fbuilding has
stood several hundred years from his
description e are induced to betibefibetlbellevebelievebellereleyelete that
it tesjmbleresembles the ruinsofruins of palenquepalenqnepalenquq orpr otu
luniuniudlud heirelreife says there are many similar
rurumsarumsGsjonlonon the colorado of thewestptheWesthe westvesttP which
emptiesemrias6s intoitoitdltd 0hee californlancaliforniancaliercali6rnian sea in onone of0
ththeq valleysvauleysUleysVa of thethie cordericorderillasCorderillasilasliasalasllas trtraversedyteavereed
by this ririveryer and about 440000 mimiles

1 Ies ffromromnom
its mpuihi4iktb therethene iis a large empletempleempietempie still
standinsta2dinstanding

1
g its halllwalllwallswaliswails and spires iresprespresentingenting

scarcelyscarc Iy any trace 09 dilapidation 5 and wereware
it not vror want ae6e0 a roof it mightmig4miga 8stilltilf be
rendered habitable near it scattered
alahal6halonggtthehe decdeclivityi1vityofof a mountain arearp the
atiprtipmusofrusotrusofs of whailhaswhat has beenleengeen oncaonc4onceaargeoncea farargegq city the
tracesoftraesoftraetracesof a large aqueduct part of which is4
bovboyhovhoweverrier in the gohdsohdsolla rockrook are stillsti Tivisiblesiblesibie
neither the ladiindiansj residing jnin thethe vicentyvicnntyyic1

Jattywity
nonor theubi oldestOJACS 8napispanishh settlers ottlieottfieof the nearestnearesbeares
settlesettiesettlementsueniscancan givegi 9 any accountacceptaccpt zapfzipfztpfof the
originorigin dtbeiibuiloingsof these buildings theymerely know
thattthattiieyheybey have stood therejrpmthere from thethahe early
perioperloperiodsdi tto wliiciiwhich their traditionsi s extend

i

from the PlacerplacerrireptttcervtserineriRerene caicaocaacaqcal iremilemheraldabdalz
i

A parlyparty of pennen fregivefive in numlerijiadlbumberhadinumberBumber hadi
ascended thehe colorado for nearly 200miles200 milemilesmlleabahjabovjlheaioutiloutlont of the gilagua theirthein object
berngbeingbeipgtok to discoverdiscqverdiscover if popossiblesiblesibie some large
tribltatributatribularjtribu larrlarjtarrtirejrajrtjr 1ftpm the vestyest by which ii they
mightmiginaigint jnaeanaeaitogimitogimitogikevieevi the palpaipassagesage 9off the desert and
enteaentejenten california 1bjy a newn w anandd easier route
they represent the country onpikpli pithersideeitherPithereltheraither side of
the colorado as almost totally barren of
evenyevery vegetable product and so level and
monotonousnionotgnus thathatt any ol01objectleq sufficient to
arrestthearrest theiheahe attention possesses more or less 0
interestintelreit 2 and it wwass this that led to6 the didis-
covery

S
of thigthis hitherto unknown relic otol01 a

forgotten age an object appearedappear uponpon
the plaindaiziiaizi tb tathet6 westveitvegtwegl having so niueninemuchhnhezhethe
appearanceappkranceappkrance of a work ofbf art from the regu-
larity of its outline andarid its isolated positionosltionosl tion
that the party determined upon visiting it
passing over anartantann almost barren sandganilganci p-jplainkidiaidikini a
distance of nearly nivefiveavesve milesnllesliesiles they readied
thebasetherasetebathe base0 abneubneof one ofbf the mostmoat wonderful ob-
jects cobsidericobconsideringsIderini7 itsitis loeitalocationloeit6 it being the
teryvereeh&n6rhome of desolation that dithetle mindnlndcancan
possiblypolsiblyposiblyconceiveedde6ve off nothingnotbffig teisleistossless

1
ththann an

immenseimnve4se stonetone pyramidp ccomposeompoieomphiedard6rof layers
or 40116w6f1romcbirsstof from 18 inches to nearly three

ob fl T a rf4trrtnytrytnt Njtseefeetmfeetst I1 thiclnessandfromfivethicknessiafidifromay6r 10foeightfeeeight feet
inin lengthyt it has 1 a leyellevel top pijpfj more than
50 feet square though it jsis evident thatwat itwas once complecompiecompletedcompletezcompletedteeteZiee butbatbaibui ththatat amresmresomegome greatyojgre4tsgreabrotyobym
confalconralconvulsionsionslon ornatureof nature hasas didisplacedplaced its entireentirqentireaentireniraaireagtop Asas itit evidently now liesilesllesliei a huge andana brobnobron0 n iken masspass upon one of itsite sides ibug1imthough
nearly covered by the sandssanm tisthis ppyramidyrami
differs in ssomeam6m resperespectsekefromsfromfrom the egyptiegyptianegypto
pyramids it is or was eoremoreworemoremora qslenderndr gmt01
pointed andaddai4whitewhile those of ofegyptegypt areanearecconiaconij0trposedrosed ofstepsof steps or layers recedirecedarecedingrecedngg isj4oyeas they
rise the american pyramid was undoubtedlyundoa6tedlya amprempremptef1pishedfinished structure the outerPyteroutengatergatenpytersurmsursurmsuri
face of the blockblockss was evidently cut to an
ahglethatgiitfieangleangla tbatgave the stiutdrewbenstructure when newnewanctand
complete a smooth or regular surface frofrornwatwliwitw
aoptopjopop to bottom from the presentresetireseli level of3ofa
theaqhq sands that surround it therethera areard5202 diszudiszuedis
Utinctnet layers of stone that will averageaverageat01artortoPleast two feet this gives its present1 F

heigbeighelgheightht 101 feet I1 so that before thetopthetosthe top wasowxfsxf 01
displacedoisplieddit it must have been judgingjtidginm from
an angle oflof its sides at least 2020 feetteetdj
bhigher than at presentpresent howliow farfan it extendsextends0808
beneathbeneaththethe surface of the66 sancasan&asands it isisimasimitanif
possible to determine without great labour11iawiilllabour 11

snehlissuehsuch is the age of this immense strucstructuretre ft

that the perpenperpendicularperpendipendirendirendleular joints between thetheithel la
blocbiocblochblocu are worn awaytoaway to the width of fr6riliardntfrdnt
flyefirefivejiveyive totento ten inches attheat the bottombottonriof of eddlleacheachjointjoint idl
and the entire of the pyramid so804numuchehw6ipbworne
by thee storms thethie vicissitudes and thet6iii4the corcon
codingsrodings of centari6icentaricentnri ea astodstoas to makeintakemale I1itt easyofleasforleasy ofi b
ascent particularly upon one of its zldiiytaidaldsidaldestaldeslesl
1168aywe say one ofbf its sides because ha singularV1.1
facttact konnectidwithconnected with thisremarkableremarkablethis remarnemarkabieLablekable struckstrucz14
turefuretare isis thatthaithau it inclines ten degrees to bionearsvrs
I1idesidegideglde of the virticalorvirtiverticalcaloror perpendicperperpendicularpendiC tifertifir sas1w

i i i 1 eoalqeoala
from the beardsrear4stowntowninoliiIII111lilIBOadiianinfoi3fo ac6c 1l 0

whilewoe visiting a friend 1inn shriSiriskrlsangamonsangamoasirijamolSangakamoljamoljamormoa
bottom13ottomjnin this countrcounty a shortchortphort timetipetmeame sinceinbeince
wewer6wewerswewere calledled to elamexamineide a specimen ofof sconesfonesona iwhlcwhitiwalc hee fiaoha latellately batehtalcentateh from a deikdelkoegkiI1 a

boifrliigilarrybouringbobring quarryqnarry the curiosity cqnsliedc9ns3ted of cntwqtwitwa sandstonesanditone jqracksrqcksCU whihvyefqwhich werowere ifoundoun &join arff
iting1bgeacheach otheroiherlotfiotfi in contectnalrontedualcontect nainalual form wliichwlinichtlichlbft

1 49
when separated tiiilitilthe1e face otbf ongoneone prpresentedpresentadep e
thehe appearaappearsappearanceac a of havinhavingg being a jpartpantrrtartatt of ibthe
side of a9visielvesseltessel teaitbenearhear the gunwalegunwald tbesljthererfib
aeethitoseems to babavehavev beendeenheen an oyeroverlappinglapping of thegjdtbeu
timber inin ineibethe ormtormform of a mouldingmoiildiriga60t61arouqthe
vesseljesseljessei the voworkrk of art isi as plain toad bbegbed
beenseenbeehseen on the ston6pstonestonem aaa3 onn the floating Ttesselvesselissei i
the hotes formed by thewe hainalhblnallsnailsnalts liteare erjaeryaryaiseijarjaisii j
jtmct as wellweilweli as the fossilized tejtuietetnreofthewh
wwoodoo00d ohvethvethere aretre Jalsoafsoaisoadso piecplecpieceseae9 ofv tironlironiironxonron withtgwith
tpespecthe specimennien wliiehleiseielseseemsems jiooh3t6beenuhatehave been usedsdinstead caulkingcaulkfng between the strbfstrafofpap1P a atijtiJt iv lw 1 vt UJ




