SCRIPTURE CENTRAL

https://scripturecentral.org/

Type: Magazine Article

American Antiquities: Corroborative of the Book
of Mormon

Editor(s): Asa Calkin

Source: The Latter-Day Saints' Millennial Star, Vol. 21, No. 2
(8 January 1859)

Published by: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Page(s): 28-30

Abstract: This 47-part series provides evidence to confirm the authenticity of the Book
of Mormon. It describes the contents of the Book of Mormon and archaeological
findings and discoveries, such as ancient cities, temples, altars, tools, and wells. Each
part contains several excerpts from other publications that support the Book of Mormon.

This item is in the public domain.


http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
https://scripturecentral.org/




AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES,

south is seen a magnificent palace of
long, with a grand gatewa
ked in the same style as the temp
spacious saloons and apartments, with
enclosed baths, which convey the idea of
rdens, To the east stand several build-
s, forming streets, which, though of less
magnificence, are of the same material. The
former populousness of this city may be
mgobythelinof two pan
each side, each at least four miles and a half
in extent, with places set apart for interring
‘the dead.”

(From the Massachusetts Eagle, Aug. 11, 1843.)

“A correspondent of the Buffulo Express,
under date June 14, from Ontona-

gon, Lake Superior, says :—* Mr. Knapp, of
the Vulcan Mining Company, has lately
made some very singular discoveries here in
working one of the veins which he latel
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found. He worked into an old cave, which

ing an open cut.
These cuts have been filled nearly to a level
by the accumulation of soil, and we find
trees of the greatest standing in this
gutter, “:thdgv that m“of a
large growth have grown up died, and
decayed many years since. In the same

es there are now standing trees of
over 300 years’ growth.””

(From the Lake Superior News.)

“There is much curiosity felt by all
visitors to this mine, [Lake Superior Copper
Mine,] on account of the stupendous work-
ings of a race of people now extinet. Their
diggings can be traced on the three principal
ridges, where veins are well developed from
one to two miles in extent. Their tools

Their age cannot be determined from ex-
isting evidences, yet sufficient to indicate
guung:. Some excavations are 30 feet
deep. The wash of time has filled them to
leave a slight depression. Trees of gigantic
size grown up in them and decayed.
Evidences that these depressions are not
natural are that, on opening, stone hammers
are found—masses of copper, removed—
copper t0ols also, similar in size and shape
hMWb}ﬂlﬂMhh&h{dﬁ
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in Mexico and the historical accounts of
Egypt. It is known that the ancient
Egyptians were acquainted with the art of
tempering copper. Their tools, from their
shape aud supposed object, give equal evi-
dence of thatart. Whynot, then,areasonable
conclusion that the raceand age were the same
with the pyramids of Egypt, the ruins of
Mexico, and the ancient mining works on
Lake Superior ?”

(From the New York Post.)

“'The following is an extract from a letter
written to his wife by a New Yorker, now
working in the mines of California. The
letter bears date August 26, 1849 :—¢ There
was a liold 1;;&0 diﬁze:ve;-od here (what is
called Murphy’s Di one week to-day.
It is evidently thogwog of ancient timai,
210 feet deep, situated on the summit of a

¥ | very high mountain. It has made a great

excitement here, as it was several days
before preparations conld be made to descend
to the bottom. There was found in it the
bones of a human being, also an altar for
worship, and some other evidences of human
indications, it is
doubtful whether it will to be worked,
as it is mostly all rock, and will require a
great outlay for tools and machinery to
work it This discovery, if properly pur-
sued by com ¢ observers, may prove of
the highest historical importance. It will
establish the fact that the mineral wealth of
that region has been known to preceding
generations ; and the relics which have
survived may enlighten us as to the
people who first pierced
this mountain 210 feet, and will doubtless
suggest an inquiry into the ns for
abandoning the pngnit of gold in a

Jn whieh it seems to abound, and where its
discoverers had found t to
make such extensive excavations in former
times,”

(From the Texas Telegraph, Oct. 11, 1843,)

“ We have been informed by a gentleman
who has traversed a large portion of the
Indian country of Northern Texas aad the
country lying between Santa Fe and the
Pacific, that there are es of ancient.
cities and ruined castles or temples on the
Rio Puerco and on the Colorado of the
West. He says that on one of the branches
of the Rio Puerco, a few days’ travel from
Santa Fe, there is an immense pile of ruins
that appears to belong to an ancient temple.
Portions of the walls are still standing,
consisting of huge blocks of limestone regu-
larly hewn and laid in cement. The b
occupies an extent of more than an acre. It
is two or three stories high, has no roof, but




have been erected by Spaniards &' Euro-
peans, as the stones are much worn by the | diffe
rains, and indicate that the bt
stood several hundred years. From his
description, we are induced to believe that

it resembles the rump,of Palenque or Otu-
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: ,.' top to bottom. From the

‘| and the entire of the

ia by a new and easier route, |
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. the sands that surround it, are 52 dis-

| tinct layers of stone that will' average -e‘
. least two feet. . This gives its |
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height 104 feet ; so that before the top was
displaced it must have been, judgin, &eﬂ:
an angle ‘of its sides, at least 20 feet
‘higher than at present. How far it emdm‘
beneath the surface of the sands it k*!m-

| possible to determine mihougrnt labour.
| Sueh 'is the age of this immense structure 2
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