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CONDUCTED BY THE UNIFIED CHURCH SCHOOL SYSTEM
BY GLADE L. BURGON, INSTRUCTOR. PLEASANT GROVE SEMINARY

TheBookofMormon

AND THE CHARGE

“THE PRODUCT

OF ONE MAN OF MEDIOCRE ABILITY”

The material in the chart which
appeared in the January Era
applies to this month’s instal-
ment as well.

While attending one of our western universities, the
writer approached a professor of ancient civilization
with the intention of having an intellectual discussion
about Book of Mormon characteristics. Before the
discussion could get underway, the professor said in
substance, “We all know that Joseph Smith was ex-
tremely brilliant, but it is quite evident that he was a
great deceiver.” I then asked if he had examined the
Book of Mormon and he replied, “No, I'm not inter-
ested in it.” This same pattern, of concluding before
examining, characterized most of the criticisms men-
tioned in Part I of this article. A majority of Book of
Mormon criticisms are made with no facts and very
few observations to back them up. Such was found
to be true, for example, in the criticism of the minister
quoted at the first of this article: “ . . ‘And it came
to pass, occurred hundreds of times in the Book of
Mormon, although the first and the last writers were
separated by many centuries of time. . . These
words by the reverend minister inspired the author to
keep a tabulation of “Behold” and “And it came to
pass.” The results quickly indicated that the minister,
like so many other critics of the Book of Mormon spoke
without having analyzed the book he was criticizing.
The average frequency per 1,000 words of mate-
rial was:

Behold:
Nephi Jacob Mormon Moroni
4 4 6 8
And it came to pass:
Nephi Jacob Mormon Moroni
6 4 1 1
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To return to the analysis of rhetoric in the Book of
Mormon, the following observations give evidence of
more than one author:

Personification.—The striking figure called “person-
ification” is a vivid embellishment which seems to
change a plain message into a panorama of action. In
personification, inanimate things are made to appear
alive. The earth “groans” (1 Nephi 19:12), “the blood
of the Saints cries unto the Lord.” (Mormon 8:27.)

Nephi used this type of embellishment slightly more
than the other writers but notice the fine quality of
Jacob’s figures: “. . . and the sobbings of their hearts
ascend up to God. . .”, “the hand of providence hath
smiled upon you.. and “. .. many hearts died, . . .”
(Jacob 2:13; 2:35.)

The writings of Mormon were conspicuous with no
use of personification in his discourses.

Parallelism.—The antithetical parallelisms of Moroni
exceeded the number of the other writers five to one.
An example of this type of parallel is:

“ . . ye do love money, and your substance, and
your fine apparel, and the adorning of your churches,
more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick
and the afflicted.” (Mormon 8:37.)

Another of the big differences which typified the
style of Moroni was the abundant use of logical argu-
ment. He used parallelisms to display it in this way:

“Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there must
be faith there must also be hope; and if there must
be hope there must also be charity.

“And except ye have charity ye can in nowise be
saved in the kingdom of God; neither can ye be saved
in the kingdom of God if ye have not faith; neither
can ye if ye have no hope.

“And if ye have no hope ye must needs be in
despair; and despair cometh because of iniquity.

“And Christ truly said unto our fathers: If ye have
faith ye can do all things which are expedient unto
me.” (Moroni 10:20-23.)

Rhetorical Question.—The writings of Moroni were
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also abundant in the use of question-answer way of
teaching, such as*
. when ye shall be brought to stand before the
Lamb of God—then will ye say that there is no God?
“Then will ye longer deny the Christ, or can ye
behold the Lamb of God? Do ye suppose that ye
shall dwell with him under a consciousness of your
guilt? Do ye suppose that ye could be happy to dwell
with that holy Being, when your souls are racked with
a consciousness of your guilt that ye have ever abused
his laws?” (Moroni 9:2-3.)
The average use of the question type delivery per
100 sentences was:
Nephi Jacob Mormon Moroni

7-5 9.0 3.0 12.0

Exclamation—Exclamation among the writings of
the Book of Mormon seemed to echo the Aery soul-
stirring emotions of the writers: “O all ye that are pure
in heart,, lift up your heads and receive the pleasing
word of God, and feast upon his love. . . .” (Jacob
3:2); “O the pain and the anguish of my soul for the
loss of the slain of my people!” (2 Nephi 26:7.)
Slightly more exclamation was found in the works of
Jacob compared with the others.

Nephi Jacob Mormon Moroni
4 6 4 3

Dialogue.—A. striking difference was noticed in the
average use of dialogue (making the characters
speak) per 100 verses. The writings of Nephi were
abundant in dialogue while it was practically lacking
in the writings of Mormon:

Nephi Jacob Mormon Moroni
37 17 8 12

Sentence Complexities—Many times one has heard
the prospective Book of Mormon reader exclaim, “I
have started the Book of Mormon several times, but I
never get past the first few chapters.” We all recog-
nize that “Biblical” styled sentences are at first tedious
to follow but in the first pages of the Book of Mormon
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an additional difficulty presents itself—a complexity of
sentence structure which makes a few sentences ex-
tremely “bad English.” In many of his long sentences,
the author of Nephi interjected a clause in the middle
of another clause when (to our way of thinking) it
should not have been there. Or, the author reversed
this process and put a subordinate clause or phrase
at the end of the sentence rather than by the word
it was to modify. Here are some examples:

“And I, Nephi, said unto them: Behold they were
manifest unto the prophet by the voice of the Spirit;
for by the Spirit are all things made known unto the
prophets, which shall come upon the children of
men. . . .” (1 Nephi 22:2.)

“And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did make a
bellows wherewith to blow the fire, of the skins of
beasts; . . .” (Ibid., 17:11.)

“But ye know that the Egyptians were drowned in
the Red Sea, who were the armies of the Pharaoh.”
{abid., 17:27.)

Sudden change of thought (2 Nephi 26:4), a thought
started but never finished (1 Nephi 22:6), interjection
of subordinate clauses at will (2 Nephi 25:20); and
other types of poor sentence structure, are typical of
the writings of Nephi. The beauty of these writings,
however, is preserved by the choice of figures, embell-
ishments, and the interesting subject matter.

Offhand it would seem that complexities in Nephi
are simply the faults of the translator. Glancing at
the writings of Mormon and Moroni, the reader does
see an improvement which he should expect if he
figures that the translator’s ability would improve
with experience. But as soon as the reader leaves the
writings of Nephi and begins the writings of Jacob
he is suddenly aware of a simple, short, clear sentence
style which is not duplicated in the other four sections.
Not only are Jacob’s sentences shorter and more clear
but another personal characteristic appears— the fre-
quent reversal of subject and direct object: “Where-
fore, a commandment (Continued on page 134)
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of their group or race. This has
been done through persuasion, dis-
cussions with leaders of the indus-
try, and through other “informal”
(rather than legal) channels. Thus
it would seem not inappropriate
for majority groups to approach also
film leaders and engage in discus-
sions on how material particularly
offensive to Christian and other re-
ligious groups might be eliminated
or at least treated in better taste
than at present.

When die question is raised as to
what parents can do specifically to
protect their children from adverse
kinds of motion picture and televi-
sion fare the following suggestions
are recommended: Under no cir-
cumstances allow your children (in-
cluding teen-agers) to see motion
pictures and TV indiscriminately.
Some movies with apparently in-
nocuous titles are frequently the
most obscene and/or traumatizing.

If you attend a motion picture or
see a television show which you
feel to be highly objectionable you
might, as you leave the theatre, ask
to see the manager and express your
feelings to him (or call the TV sta-
tion). Also, at the next meeting of
your civic, service, church, or
P-TA group you might suggest that
a committee be formed for the pur-
pose of protecting children from
being exposed to objectionable, dis-
turbing, and traumatizing motion
pictures and TV shows. This com-
mittee will have far more weight
than you as an individual in ap-
proaching the theater manager, TV
station, writing your Congressman,
etc. You could, in addition, write
a letter to your local newspaper ex-
pressing your sentiments. Though
if it is to be published, it would be
best not to give the name of the
specific show because this gives it
free publicity and will tend to at-
tract curiosity seekers to view it.
Writing a letter to one’s Con-
gressman (both Senate as well
as House representative) expressing
your views is often most helpful.
Or another course would be to write
directly to the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America, 8480 Beverly
Blvd., Hollywood 48, California
(either to Mr. Eric Johnston or Mr.
Geoffrey Shurlock). And finally, if
a particular theater continues to
show* offensive films, refuse to
patronize them at any time.
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Presiding Bishoprics Page
(Continued from page 125)

details of administrative duties that
we neglect the spiritual requirements.

What a wonderful practice it was
when the prophets of old ascended
to the top of the mountains and
spent the whole day in supplication.
Great strength can accrue to the
person who pours out his soul to
our Father in heaven, whether in
his closet, in the top of the moun-
tains, or in any other secluded place.
This soul-searching isn’t always con-
venient, but it is the most profound
medication that can be applied.

“We ask for strength and God
gives us difficulties which make us
strong. We pray for wisdom and
God sends us problems, the solution
of which develops wisdom. We
plead for prosperity and God gives
us brain and brawn to work with.
We plead for courage and God
gives us dangers to overcome. We
ask for favors—God gives us oppor-
tunities. This is the answer.”
(Pamphlets Doctrinal, Prayer, Hugh
B. Brown, p. 16.)

The following is a true case his-
tory which shows the need for the
bishop to befriend his boys.

Jimmy was fourteen years old,
active in his Aaronic Priesthood
work, a good athlete, and loved
baseball. Since both of his parents
and older brother were working, he
spent each day during the summer
trying to alleviate the burdens of
boredom and idleness. Day after
day it was the same routine—sleep-
ing late, a bowl of corn flakes for
breakfast, watching TV, and play-
ing catch with himself against the
side of the house.

Toward the end of the summer,
Bill, a new friend, moved into the
neighborhood. Bill had no interest
in the Church and kept referring
to it as a sissy activity. He and
Jimmy spent more and more time
together, coming home late each
nightt No one worried about
Jimmy because each knew he was
a good, clean, active boy; and his
conduct was never questioned. How-
ever, it seemed to Jimmy that no
one was interested in what he was
doing. Then a tragedy occurred—
Jim was brought home one evening
by a policeman. He had been in-
volved in the theft of an automo-
bile. The causes of Jim’s involvement

are obvious. He needed not only
love and attention, but also someone
who cared enough to listen to his
problems—someone he trusted. He
thought of his bishop, but the bish-
op always seemed too busy. Fortu-
nately, there is much that the
Church can do to give a boy like
Jimmy help.

This help must come from you,
the bishop. Do not wait until you
have troubled waters before be-
friending the youth of your ward.
As the fisherman of the boys, wrap
the net of the gospel around their
hearts when all is calm. It is the
reaching out and the grasping of the
opportunities with patience and love
that will fill your boat to overflowing.

The Book of Mormon
(Continued from page 109)

I give you, . . .” (Jacob 3:9),

“And now, this commandment they
observed to keep; . . .” (Ibid., 3:6.),
“ . . and concubines ye shall have
none, . . .” (Ibid., 2:27), or, putting
a prepositional phrase used as an ad-
verb at the front: “Now in this
thing we do rejoice; . . .7 (Ibid.,
4:3, 4, and others.)

Jacob also seemed to be an artist
in the use of climax:

“But behold, hearken ye unto me,
and know that by the help of the
all-powerful Creator of heaven and
earth I can tell you concerning your
thoughts, how that ye are beginning
to labor in sin, which sin appeareth
very abominable unto me, yea, and
abominable unto God.” (Ibid., 2:5.)

The proof—Here in the form of
the Book of Mormon is a physical,
examinable object which can be a
means of confirming the actuality of
Joseph Smith’s experience and the
reality of God. The sceptic must
agree that if the Book is what Joseph
Smith claimed it to be, it is a docu-
ment which gives the world a trans-
cendent witness to the reality of
Jesus Christ as the son of God and
the purpose of his mission; it gives
much insight on the nature of God
and Christ and of the eternal nature
of the human individual; it offers
light on the mysteries of faith, reve-
lation, suffering, grace, baptism,
acquisition of the knowledge of the
truth of things, repentance, atone-
ment, destiny, and many other ques-
tions which plague the mind for
answers; it verifies Old and New
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Testament doctrines and clarifies
many debatable and obscure mean-
ings; it offers to a sick world a key
to new vistas in living in joy and
peace, here and now and into the
eternities. The Book of Mormon is
extremely important. A witness of
the truthfulness of its concepts is
paramount. Are all the “Book of
Mormon evidence” articles trying to
bring about this witness?

The evidences presented here and
in the research of the scholars men-
tioned can demonstrate that the
book was not invented by Joseph
Smith. But, these articles cannot
give the final, motivating answer
that the Book of Mormon is inspired
of God. If the articles increase
trust, and most important, encourage
reading the Book of Mormon, they
have certainly achieved their pur-
pose. But the “scientific method” is
not the whole answer regarding how
to know things for sure nor to know
the divinity of a thing. Jesus told his
disciples that they could be forgiven
for denying after seeing and believ-
ing. But, if the Holy Ghost gave
them knowledge, they could never
be forgiven if they denied. (Matt.
12:31.) On another occasion, Jesus
told his hearers that they could
know if his doctrines were of God
by doing the thing the doctrines
suggested. (John 77:17.) Both of these
principles are combined in Alma
32:27-43, and a real experiment is
described by which a reader can
come to a testimony of the message
of the Book of Mormon.

The motivating proof of the divine
nature of the Book of Mormon—the
sure, personal evidence that the book
is what it purports to be—remains in
the reading of it and the personal
experience the reader has with its
message. By unbiased, methodical
examination, one can find ample
indication that neither Joseph Smith
nor his colleagues could have con-
cocted the Book of Mormon. By
prayerful reading, one can feel the
power of the book and gain a spir-
itual witness of its truth. By trying
the book’s concepts, one can come to
a knowledge of their verity. In the
Book of Mormon lie means of deter-
mining the reality of God and the
actuality of Joseph Smith’s claims
just as surely as one can know the
difference between hot and cold, or
black and white. The experiment is
there, waiting to be tried by the
diligent seeker.
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WARD OFFICERS, TEACHERS, SEC-
RETARIES, PLEASE READ THIS AD!

If you spend hours on the phone or with pen
in hand sending notices or reminders, or if
your spare time is spent making handouts with
carbon poper for your Sunday School or Pri-
mary class — THIS IS FOR YOU. The omazing
new DUPLI-CARD will both duplicate and ad-
dress your post cards or will print designs on
almost anything up to post card size. It will
print several colors at once, uses no messy ink,
requires no special equip it, I up to
100 copies from each master, and costs less
than a pock of post cords. Unconditionally
guaranteed. Send only $5.00 (this includes the
machine, six months of supplies, tox, and
postage) to: DUPLI-CARD, Dept. B, P.O. Box
11, Salt Loke City 10, Utoh.

SEW WITH "NU-SEW" LIQUID MAGIC. In-
stantly mends rips, tears, holes, or applies
patches to any fabric. Repairs clothing, up-
holstery, awnings, leather goods, binds rugs,
etc. Use just as it comes from handy squeeze
bottle with applicator top. Nothing else needed.
Dries in seconds. Can be washed, boiled,
ironed. Everyone can use Nu-Sew on 1001
jobs. For the home or office; for the house-
wife or sportsman. Send $1.00. Satisfaction
guaranteed. No COD's. J. D. DISTRIBUTING
CO., Dept. M2, Box 378, Alameda, California.

NEED MONEY?
Let us help you.

YES! your stake, ward, M.I.A.,
Relief Society and other Auxil-
iaries can buy our "STUFF"

WHOLESALE.

Paper Products — Syrups for Punch
Cotton Candy
Snow Cone Supplies and Candy

THEATRE CANDY DISTRIBUTING CO.

EM 4-3669
225 West So. Temple Salt Lake City, Utah

DIRECT SHOPPER

... the merchandise shown on these pages
can be ordered direct from the companies
listed. Enclose check or money order.

BIG $$ CAKE DECORATING. Housewives
wanted! $5 hour easy spare time. Endless
demand for lovely Coke Decorations and Pro-
fessional Candy for Christmas, weddings, birth-
days, parties, all occasions. We show you how
to turn your kitchen into gold mine. No capital
required. Stort your own business small, grow
big. Send fol FREE 3 month subscription to
"Fun & Profit Hobbies" magazine for Cake
Decorators and Candy Mokers, and facts on
complete home instruction. CANDY & CAKE,
Dept. D-117, Fallbrook, California.

1000 NAME AND ADDRESS LABELS $1. Any 3
Different Orders $2 ppd. Your name and ad-
dress printed on 1000 finest gummed labels.
Conveniently padded. Packed in FREE useful
plastic "Gift Box." Useful on stationery,
checks, books, greeting cards, records, etc.
SPECIAL-SAVE MONEY! Any 3 Different Or-
ders $2. Ideal Gift. Agree best buy of year
or money refunded in full. HANDY LABELS,
1270 Jasperson Bldg., Culver City, Calif.

it Men or women any age learn to create,
design, decorate unusual custom candles for
all occosions! Fascinating hobby or spare time
business — your own Candle Shop later. Enor-
mous year 'round demand — friends, clubs,
stores, churches clamor for your original, un-
usual custom candles. As little as 10c in mater-
ial brings $2 income! All ages. No artistic
ability required. We show you how. Send
TODAY for FREE FACTS on home instruction
method. CANDLE INSTITUTE, Dept. D-X-580,
Fallbrook, California.
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