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WERE THE BRASS PLATES WRITTEN IN EGYPTIAN?

work, so far as it was felt within the
scope of man’s power to bring it
about. The Book of Mormon states
that Joseph did have many great
covenants of the Lord made unto him
aside from those given to him by the
mouth of Jacob, and that he became
a prophet of the Lord declaring unto
the people many things pertaining
to future generations of his seed.
Considering the high position to
which Joseph had been called as the
head of a multitude of nations, in-
spiration and revelation from God
were to be expected. The Book of
Mormon merely records what we see
was sure to come to pass in Joseph’s
life when performing the duties of
his office as a founder of many Is-
raelitish communities. When Jo-
seph received directly from the Lord
those additional revelations and
prophecies concerning the great work
in store for him and his descendants,
they would certainly be recorded,
and for reasons already mentioned,
would be written in the Egyptian
language, and on enduring material
for the time they were to continue in
service was long, and so an addi-
tional plate of brass or of gold, or
perhaps, a number of them became
necessary for recording purposes by
the Egyptian speaking branch of the
house of Israel. This branch, too, if
Judah be excepted, was of un-
equalled importance to that house,
though in its early history it was half
Egyptian. Thus we see from cir-
cumstances in this case, as they have
been reviewed in these remarks, and
which carry with themselves an as-
surance which is founded on the
strongest logical inference possible,
the beginning of the use of brass
plates or of gold for sacred writings,
and the employment of Egyptan
hieroglyphics when inscribing the
record on them are to be accredited
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to Joseph, Pharaoh’s Prime Min-
ister, or to his orders. -

The Book of Mormon states that
the covenants, prophecies, etc., which
Joseph received from the Lord were
written upon the brass plates. Not
to have made mention of this fact, on
the part of that book, would have
been an omission hard to explain;
for it is just as certain that they
would be recorded as sacred com-
munications from the Lord, and giv-
en a place along with Joseph’s ap-
pointment or commission from the
Lord to be the head of the Israelites
who should “run over the wall” or,
in other terms, become a “multitude
of nations in the midst of the earth,”
as it is undeniably certain that he
would get communications of one
kind or another from on high after
being Divinely called to the leader-
ship of his people.

But when some of Joseph’s de-
scendants should be separated, in the
due time of the Lord, from their
brethren in Palestine, they were not
to be one whit less Israelites in char-
acter, purpose, and, in a word, in the
whole round of their lives, than they
had been before the separation oc-
curred, or than those who remained
behind in the land of Caanan should
continue to be. They were still to
continue to worship the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacobh, and were to
obey the same laws and observe the
same ordinances that all other de-
scendants of Abraham were under
obligations to obey or observe, and
so from the very necessities of the
case the Mosaic laws and ordinances
had to be incorporated in the sacred
records which Joseph so manifestly
had made the beginning of for the
benefit and service of his descend-
ants. Then, further, as other proph-
ets, known to us as Biblical, came
forth from time to time and spoke of











