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WERE THE BRASS PLATES WRITTEN IN EGYPTIAN?

more easily and satisfactorily ac-
counted for than their non-existence
in that form could be reconciled with
certain facts which are to be consid-
ered in the progress of this article.

To re-state briefly the position vc-
cupied by the gentleman referred in
above, we find that he scouts the
opinion, which he says some “Mor-
mons” hold, that the Israelites or, at
least, a large number of them learned
. the Egyptian language during the 215
years of servile life which they pass-
ed in the land of the Pharaohs. He
says the Israelites would not have
honored their oppressors by adopting
their speech.

Well, it does seem to a layman that
215 years is a long time for a peo-
ple to live in the midst of a foreign
nation without getting acquainted
fairly well with the speech of the
natives, and the question whether or
not a community so situated, and
held in bondage or slavery, is going
to honor their masters and oppres-
sors, and to what extent is one that
the slave-drivers always settle among
themselves, and in a very summary
manner according to their own way
of thinking.  The masters decide
whose will, wishes, and convenience
are to be observed, and they dictate
what the slaves shall do and what
they shall not do. The relationship
which existed between the enslaved
Israelites and their Egyptian oppres.
sors makes it logically certain that
there was a ready means of com-
munication established between the
respective people in general. It is il-
logical for one to suppose that for
more than two centuries the Egypt.
ian masters made their wishes and
commands known to their Israelitish
slaves through Hebrew interpreters,
and it is equally illogical for one to
assume that for such a great length
of time the masters condescended to
learn the speech of the slaves in
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order that there might be available
a direct means of communication for
the transaction of all business affairs
which pertained to the one party as

ves and to the other as masters.

is very improbable that any of the
Israelites, save little children, who
went out of Egvpt under the leader-
ship of Moses, did not have a knowl-
edge of the Egyptian, notwithstand-
ing what our friend says about the
contemptuous bearing of the Israel-
ites towards their captors and op-
pressors, and their intense love for
the Hebrew.

Remarks thus far apply only to the
Israelites in their community capa-
city, but coming now to individual
examples, we find that one of Abra-
ham’s wives, Hagar, was an Egypt-
ian. Solomon, too, married an Egypt-
ian woman. She was the daughter of
one of the Pharachs. It is therefore
auite probable that these two famous
Israelites acquired considerable
knowledge of the Egyptian speech,
and, further, we would like to have
the gentleman explain how Moses,
who was brought up as the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter, got along with
his foster-mother all the days he like-
ly lived at her home without a knowl-
edge of her form of speech. Did she
always have to speak to him through
an interpreter? And when he had
anything to say to her did she get his
meaning in the same round-about
way? It certainly must be perceived
by all fair minded people that this
Moses, who later became the great
leader and law-giver of the Israel. °
ites, doubtless had a very good knowl-
edge of the Egyptian language, and
Aaron, too, who became the chief
spokesman when Moses went before
Pharaoh to demand the release of the
Lord’s chosen people from bondage,
must have been thoroughly familiar
with the king’s form of speech or he
could not have acted in the capacity
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Jacob died; but before he passed
away he pronounced a blessing up-
on these two grandsons as we find
recorded in the forty-eighth chapter
of Genesis, and then sent word to
kis sons, and likely to all his de-
scendants in Goshen—Gen. 19:1, 2
—that he was going to hold a spe-
cial service of prophecy, and
acquaint them with what should be-
fall them in their posterity in the
distant future.  When his people
arrived in Jacob’s presence, he pro-
ceeded with the service of blessing,
and Joseph’s turn coming at last, as
the youngest of the brothers, he
heard from his father's lips that re-
markable prediction, remarkable
and astonishing, too, it surely must
have seemed to Joseph. It is re-
corded in Gen. 49:22-26. When Jo-
seph was informed that his branches
should “run over the wall,” how
could he fail to understand that at
a future day some of his descend-
ants should be separated from other
people of the Israelitish stock, even
as a wall separates what is within
its enclosure from that which is out-
side the wall, and that communica-
tion between the people who re-
mained in the home-land and those
who went somewhere abroad should
be cut off? How could he fail to
interpret this part of his own bless-
ing in_conjunction with the bless-
ings which had previously been pro-
nounced on the heads of his sons
and particularly upon Ephraim who
was told that he, in his posterity,
should become “a multitude of na-
tions in the midst of the earth?” Gen.
48:19. He would know that, in the
limited area of Caanan, a multitude
of nations could not be established,
and when he, Joseph, was told that
his blessings prevailed above the
blessings of his progenitors, even
unto the bounds of the everlasting
hills, he doubtless saw that the land
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which should be occupied by his de-
scendants was far larger than that
wherein his father had dwelt before
going down into Egypt, and he could
scarcely fail to see that symbolic
wall of separation grow to the mag-
nitude of a mountain both in height
and thickness, and something had to
be done to meet the extraordinary
prospective conditions of life when
his posterity came face to face with
them as realities, and how soon or
at what time in the future his de-
scendants should have to live under
the prophetic condition of isolation,
he may not have known, but cir-
cumstances around him would indi-
cate that it was far distant.

Now, who can suppose for a mo-
ment that those glorious prophe-
cies, which Joseph and his sons re-
ceived at the hands of Jacob, were
not written down that not one word
of them should be forgotten? Their
character as a practical covenant
which the Almighty had entered into
with Joseph and his sons, insured
that they would be recorded as soon
as the work could be done. Recorded.
then, as they certainly would be, in
which of the languages represented
by principals at that meeting should
the record be written? There was
quite a large family altogether pres.
ent, all deeply interested in the
prophecies which Jacob had just ut-
tered, and the blessings which he
had pronounced along with them.
Some of the members of this family
understood the Hebrew, but they
likely did not have a knowledge of
the Egyptian in its written form.
Other leading members of the fam-
ily evidently were in a practical way
quite familiar with the Egyptian
language spoken or written but ap-
parently had no extensive knowl-
edge of the Hebrew one way or the
other, and this latter class was rep-
resented by those most conspicuously








