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What Did the Early Saints Learn about the 
Second Coming from the Book of Mormon?

“And ye may know that the words of the Lord, which have been spoken by the holy 
prophets, shall all be fulfilled; and ye need not say that the Lord 

delays his coming unto the children of Israel.” 
3 Nephi 29:2

As early as 1823, Joseph Smith was made aware that his 
mission would include preparing the world for the sec-
ond coming of Jesus Christ.1 In 1831, Joseph was told:

Yea, let the cry go forth among all people: Awake 
and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; be-
hold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to 
meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of 
the Lord. (Doctrine & Covenants 133:10)

Some of the very first words of warning regarding the 
second coming of the Lord in this last dispensation 
came by way of Joseph’s translation of the Book of Mor-
mon. BYU Professor W. Jeffrey Marsh pointed out that 
the Book of Mormon generally clarifies the doctrine of 
the Second Coming in several ways:

It contains specific prophecies about the last days 
preceding the Second Coming;

The recorded history in the Nephite record is a type 
of our day—our modern history echoes or will re-
peat main themes in Book of Mormon history;

The prophet-writers of the Book of Mormon saw 
and spoke about modern events; and

The Book of Mormon contains a record of a people 
who experienced a prophesied coming of the risen 
Christ. Their experience foreshadows in many ways 
things to come.2

Marsh went on to outline the most significant signs of 
the Second Coming specifically found in the Book of 
Mormon, including the following:

The Restoration of the Gospel 
Passages such as 1 Nephi 14:7–17 contain prophecies of 
the latter-day restoration of the Gospel and the “church 
of the Lamb of God” (v. 10). Nephi used a phrase from 
Isaiah 29:14 to describe his vision of this restoration as 
“a marvelous work among the children of men” (v. 7). 
Nephi declared that “at that day, the work of the Father 
shall commence, in preparing the way for the fulfilling 
of his covenants, which he hath made to his people who 
are of the house of Israel” (v. 17).

The Know
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The Ministry of the Prophet Joseph Smith 
2 Nephi 3 preserves a prophecy made by Joseph of Egypt 
that one of his descendants, would come forth as a 
“choice seer” (v. 6). This latter-day seer would be named 
Joseph as well, as would his father (v. 15), and would re-
store a “knowledge of the covenants” of the Lord (v. 7), 
and would be given “power to bring forth my word” and 
also “to the convincing them of my word” (v. 11). The 
Savior himself prophesied of Joseph Smith’s mission, 
calling it “a great and a marvelous work” in which He 
would protect His “servant” so that he could withstand 
his enemies and bring forth God’s word “unto the Gen-
tiles” (3 Nephi 21:9–11).

The Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon 
2 Nephi 27 interprets Isaiah 29 to describe the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon.3 The book would come 
forth with the words of “them which have slumbered” 
(v. 6). The translation of the book would be a miraculous 
event, part of the Lord’s “marvelous work and a wonder” 
(2 Nephi 27:26). Jesus Christ, during his post-resurrec-
tion visitation among the Nephites, prophesied that the 
Lord would reveal the Book of Mormon in order to 
“show forth his power unto the Gentiles” (3 Nephi 21:6) 
and that it would “be a sign unto them” that the cove-
nant of the Lord was about to be fulfilled (v. 7).

The Restoration of Judah
The Book of Mormon contains several prophecies con-
cerning the return of the Jews to the lands of their in-
heritance before the Second Coming.4 The restoration 
of the gospel and latter-day missionary work would play 
an important role in the fulfillment of these promises.

Missionary Work in the Latter Days
The Book of Mormon teaches much about how to do 
missionary work,5 and also about the role that such ef-
forts would play in the period leading up to the Second 
Coming (Jacob 5:61, 71–72). The Book of Mormon is 
the missionary tool that is to be used to bring both the 
Gentiles and the house of Israel back to the Lord (3 Ne-
phi 21:2–7).

The Building of the New Jerusalem
The Book of Mormon presents the notion that before 
the Second Coming, those established in the Lord’s 
Church (converted gentiles and the remnant of Israel 
in America) will build a city “which shall be called the 
New Jerusalem” (3 Nephi 21:23). This city will be en-

dowed with “the power of heaven” and Christ himself 
“will be in the midst” of it (v. 25). Christ also declared 
that when the city is built, “the tribes which have been 
lost” will be gathered from “all nations” and inherit this 
place as “the land of their inheritance” (vv. 26–29).6

Secret Combinations
Moroni declared that “secret combinations … caused 
the destruction of [the Jaredites] …, and also the de-
struction of the people of Nephi” (Ether 8:19–21). Mo-
roni warned that any nation that upholds “such secret 
combinations . . . until they shall spread over the nation, 
behold, [that nation] shall be destroyed” (v. 22). Speak-
ing to latter-day readers of his words, Moroni plead that 
they “suffer not that these murderous combinations 
shall get above you” and that “when ye shall see these 
things come among you that ye shall awake to a sense of 
your awful situation” (vv. 23–24).

The Why
The teachings of the Book of Mormon regarding the 
Second Coming would have been foundational to the 
earliest members of the Church. On reading or hearing 
subsequent revelations, such as those in Doctrine and 
Covenants 29, 39, 45, 133, and others, they would have 
likely accepted those teachings more readily, whether 
on first hearing or upon subsequent reflection, in light 
of the first authoritative appearance of those doctrines 
in the Book of Mormon.

President Ezra Taft Benson declared that the “record 
of the Nephite history just prior to the Savior’s visit re-
veals many parallels to our own day as we anticipate the 
Savior’s Second Coming.”7 Thus, studying the Book of 
Mormon can help people navigate the complexities of 
modern times. Marsh listed several signs that preced-
ed Christ’s appearance in the Book of Mormon that are 
also prophesied of His Second Coming, including:

The Lamanites “blossomed” and became righteous 
(3 Nephi 2:14–16; Helaman 6:1; cf. Doctrine and 
Covenants 49:24). 

The righteous were gathered together (3 Nephi 3:22; 
cf. Doctrine and Covenants 115:6). 

Many signs and wonders were shown (Helaman 
14:6; cf. Doctrine and Covenants 45:40).
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Physical disturbances increased; earthquakes and 
tempests caused the earth to shake and tremble 
(Helaman 14:20–24; 3 Nephi 8:6–18; cf. Doctrine 
and Covenants 45:48). 

The sun, moon, and stars were darkened (3 Nephi 
8:22; cf. Doctrine and Covenants 34:9). 

The righteous were spared and the wicked were 
destroyed at his coming (3 Nephi 9:1–13; 3 Nephi 
10:12; cf. Doctrine and Covenants 29:11). 

Those who were most prepared were those who sus-
tained and followed the prophets (3 Nephi 10:12; cf. 
Doctrine and Covenants 45:32; 124:45–46).

When Christ spoke, his voice pierced the darkness 
and was heard everywhere at once, “I am Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God … The scriptures concern-
ing my coming are fulfilled” (3 Nephi 9:1, 15–16; cf. 
Doctrine and Covenants 45:49). 

He came down from heaven and met his people at 
the temple (3 Nephi 11:1–11; cf. Malachi 3:1–5). 

He displayed the wounds in his hands and feet (3 
Nephi 11:14; cf. Doctrine and Covenants 45:51–
52).8

Just as President Benson pointed out the parallels be-
tween Christ’s first coming in the Book of Mormon and 
His Second Coming, he also emphasized that the events 
of the Book of Mormon provide us with “a pattern for 
preparing for the Second Coming.”9 One of Joseph 
Smith’s great roles was certainly to prepare the world for 
Christ’s Second Coming. The translation of the Book of 
Mormon, with all that it revealed about that event, was 
a major part of that mission.

Readers of the Book of Mormon can trust that the book 
is a reliable preparation manual because the Book of 
Mormon prophets truly saw our day. Moroni spoke di-
rectly to people living today:

Behold, the Lord hath shown unto me great and 
marvelous things concerning that which must 
shortly come, at that day when these things shall 
come forth among you.

Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and 
yet ye are not. But behold, Jesus Christ hath shown 
you unto me, and I know your doing. (Mormon 
8:34–35)
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