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Abstract: Believing that Pahoran was abandoning his duty to both God and the Nephite 
cause, Moroni angrily wrote to him, demanding help with the war effort. He threatened, 
“Except ye do bestir yourselves in the defence of your country and your little ones, the 
sword of justice doth hang over you.” After clarifying that an attempted coup had forced the 
government into exile, Pahoran calmly urged for continued resistance against both 
domestic and foreign threats to Nephite freedom. The correspondence between Moroni 
and Pahoran provides important glimpses into the personalities of these men. Similarly, 
Moroni’s example cautions readers to be careful not to allow anger, doubt, or uncertainties 
to create a negative influence.
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Why Was 
Moroni’s 
Correspondence 
with Pahoran 
Significant?

“And it came to pass 
that he immediately 

sent an epistle to 
Pahoran.” Alma 59:3

The Know 
The concluding chapters of the book of Alma (Alma 
60–61) include a series of letters written between Mo-
roni and the chief judge Pahoran. The catalyst for this 
exchange was a Lamanite victory in taking the city of 
Nephihah: “And thus being exceedingly numerous, yea, 
and receiving strength from day to day, by the com-
mand of Ammoron they came forth against the people 
of Nephihah, and they did begin to slay them with an 
exceedingly great slaughter” (Alma 59:7). 
 
The Nephite response to this attack was anything but 
positive. “They doubted and marveled also because of 
the wickedness of the people, and this because of the 
success of the Lamanites over them” (Alma 59:12). Mo-
roni angrily wrote to Pahoran demanding help with the 
war effort (Alma 60:24–25). Believing that Pahoran was 

abandoning his duty to both God and the Nephite cause 
(vv. 20–23), Moroni threatened, “Except ye do bestir 
yourselves in the defence of your country and your little 
ones, the sword of justice doth hang over you; yea, and 
it shall fall upon you and visit you even to your utter 
destruction” (v. 29). 
 
Pahoran’s response to Moroni is somewhat startling. 
After clarifying that an attempted coup had forced the 
government into exile (Alma 61:3–5), the Nephite chief 
judge replied, “And now, in your epistle you have cen-
sured me, but it mattereth not; I am not angry, but do 
rejoice in the greatness of your heart” (v. 9). Instead 
of becoming defensive, Pahoran deferred to Moroni’s 
emotional outburst.  
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“My beloved brother, Moroni,” Pahoran resolved, “let 
us resist evil, and whatsoever evil we cannot resist with 
our words, yea, such as rebellions and dissensions, let 
us resist them with our swords, that we may retain our 
freedom, that we may rejoice in the great privilege of 
our church, and in the cause of our Redeemer and our 
God” (Alma 61:14). Instead of firing back at Moroni for 
assuming the worst in him, Pahoran calmly explained 
the situation and urged for continued resistance against 
both domestic and foreign threats to Nephite freedom. 
 
This exchange between Moroni and Pahoran is reveal-
ing on a number of levels. For starters, it appears that 
the epistolary form Moroni and Pahoran used follows 
some ancient conventions. Robert F. Smith explained 
that one noticeable thing about these and other Book of 
Mormon epistles “is that they never violate the ancient 
Hittite-Syrian, Neo-Assyrian, Amarna, and Hebrew 
format in which the superior correspondent is always 
listed first.”1 
 
The correspondence between Moroni and Pahoran also 
provides important glimpses into the personalities of 
these men. Although a man of great faith, it is clear that 
Moroni was also susceptible to anger, frustration, doubt, 
and misplaced outrage at those whom he assumed had 
slighted him. At the same time Pahoran is revealed in 
his letter to be a man of patience in the face of being 
wrongfully accused. His “reply is a remarkable example 
of emotional restraint. By choosing not to take offense, 
he was able to communicate clearly and work toward 
resolving the problem.”2 
 

The Why 
That Mormon preserved Moroni’s letter to Pahoran in 
his abridgment is remarkable. It shows a level of hon-
esty on Mormon’s part, since he was willing to include 
information that portrayed Moroni, one of his heroes 
(Alma 48:17),3 in an unflattering light.  
 
Readers can learn an important lesson from Moroni’s 
shortcoming. Moroni’s anxieties and frustrations were 
undoubtedly real. He and his army were facing serious 
Lamanite threats, and no assistance from the govern-
ment was forthcoming. Nevertheless, he might have 
benefited from giving Pahoran the benefit of the doubt 
and being careful not to jump to hasty conclusions or 
pass unwarranted judgment. His example cautions 

readers to be careful not to allow anger, doubt, or un-
certainties to create a negative influence. 

As President Dieter F. Uchtdorf taught, “Sometimes 
questions arise because we simply don’t have all the in-
formation and we just need a bit more patience. When 
the entire truth is eventually known, things that didn’t 
make sense to us before will be resolved to our satisfac-
tion.” President Uchtdorf accordingly recommended to 
“first doubt your doubts before you doubt your faith.”4 
While President Uchtdorf was speaking specifically 
about those who question their testimonies of the gos-
pel, his counsel can be applied to other areas, such as 
when doubting someone’s sincerity or intentions, as in 
Moroni’s case.  
 
Also setting an important example for modern readers, 
ultimately Moroni reconciled with Pahoran, and “was 
filled with exceedingly great joy because of the faithful-
ness” of the chief judge (Alma 62:1). The two eventually 
put the entire misunderstanding behind them and unit-
ed their forces in a successful bid to restore Pahoran to 
the judgment seat (vv. 6–8). 
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