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A
re  tho se  who worship God justi-
fied in going to war—in taking

L human life—in building battle-
ships, guns, and atomic bombs?

What should be the attitude of the 
Church in time of war?

Will the righteous be protected on 
the field of battle?

Do nations, humbled by the rav-
ages of war, turn to God?

Why, if God exists, does he not 
stop war and destruction among his 
children?

These questions face us almost 
daily and are calling forth confused 
answers.

War is an Evil

Most men will agree that war is an 
evil because the business of those 
engaged in war is to kill the enemy 
and destroy his property. War is 
considered evil because it arouses 
hatred, promotes greed, and destroys 
spirituality. There are, however, 
voices raised here and there in de-
fense of war. The arguments put 
forth are the age-old arguments that 
wars make a nation virulent, keep 
the population of the earth in check, 
and provide the incentive for new 
inventions which in turn bless man-
kind.

Christian Confusion

Because certain passages of scrip-
ture, taken by themselves, seem to 
condemn all who take up the sword, 
so-called Christians in general have 
many problems in time of war.

“Thou shalt not kill,” declared the 
Lord on Mt. Sinai. (Exodus 20:13.)

Again, we hear the words of the 
Savior to Peter, “ . . . Put up again 
thy sword into his place: for all they 
that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword.” (Matt. 26:52.)

To the twelve disciples the Lord 
taught,

Ye have heard that it was said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and who-
soever shall kill shall be in danger of the 
judgment:

But I say unto you, That whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment: . . . 
(Ibid., 5:21-22.)

Ye have heard that it hath been said, 
An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tqoth:

But I say unto you, That ye resist not 
evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
(Ibid., 5:38-39.)

There are those among the Chris-
tians who consider these passages as 
constituting the whole law. Most 
prominent among these is a group 
whose position in regard to war has

III

The Book of Mormon 
speaks on current 

problems

become so well-established that many 
countries respect their point of view 
and, in time of war, appoint their 
conscripted young men to tasks other 
than the manipulation of weapons 
of destruction. Others have refused 
to support war in any capacity. Such 
views are in direct contrast to that 
of another sect who has justified wars 
so long as the leader directs his sub-
jects to fight them. Historically, 
some religious leaders have called 
upon Christians to fight for the Holy 
Land and have even directed princes 
of Europe to war upon their neigh-
bors, where the neighboring king-
doms became rebellious. Others have 
supported what are called “just wars.”

Most churches have abhorred war, 
but in time of conflict have given 
support along lines of economic or 
national interest. Churches have 
often divided in time of war. Such 
a division occurred in the United 
States during the Civil War. A 
typical example of Protestant con-
fusion on the issue of war is shown 
in the report of the Oxford Confer-
ence of 1942. Although the question 
of what position the so-called Chris-
tian churches should take in the rag-
ing world war came up for prolonged 
discussion, no unanimity of opinion 
was reached, and the delegates went 
home with the injunction, “Support 
your respective countries,” and they 
might have added, “right or wrong.”
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The Book of Mormon Speaks

In the midst of this Christian con-
fusion the Book of Mormon speaks 
with a clarion voice. And the voice 
is that of servants of the Most High. 
The Nephite prophets, like all proph-
ets of God, condemned war and 
valiantly sought peace. Nevertheless, 
these prophets prized liberty even 
above life and were ready to fight to 
preserve it.

Notwithstanding the horrors and 
evils of war and the beauty of peace, 
there is a greater purpose in life 
than merely remaining peaceful. Life 
calls for growth of the soul. Oppor-
tunities for growth arise only where 
man retains his freedom, his free 
agency, his right to live, work, and 
worship according to the dictates 
of his own conscience. To retain for 
man this free agency, without which 
progress is impossible, God rejected 
Lucifer and his plan for man on the 
earth. (See Moses 4:3.)

Preparation Often Prevents War

The Nephite people with the sanc-
tion and often the direct aid of their 
prophets prepared arms, walls, and 
towers for the defense of their cities. 
Thus we read: 

mandments ye shall prosper in the land. 
(Jarom 1:8-9.)

The great general, Moroni, himself 
a mighty man of God, seeing the La-
manites preparing for war, hastened 
to prepare his own people for the 
defense of their liberties.

Now it came to pass that while 
Amalickiah had thus been obtaining power 
by fraud and deceit, Moroni, on the other 
hand, had been preparing the minds of the 
people to be faithful unto the Lord their 
God.

Yea, he had been strengthening the 
armies of the Nephites, and erecting small 
forts, or places of resort; throwing up 
banks of earth round about to erclose his 
armies, and also building walls of stone 
to encircle them about, round about their 
cities and the borders of their lands; yea, 
all round about the land.

And in their weakest fortifications he 
did place the greater number of men; and 
thus he did fortify and strengthen the land 
which was possessed by the Nephites.

And thus he was preparing to support 
their liberty, their lands, their wives, and 
their children, and their peace, and that 
they might live unto the Lord their God, 
and that they might maintain that which 
was called by their enemies the cause of 
Christians. (Alma 48:7-10.)

It is well to note what Mormon 
writes of this great general, after 
whom he named his own son: 

And Moroni was a strong and a mighty 
man; he was a man of a perfect understand-
ing; yea, a man that did not delight in 
bloodshed; a man whose soul did joy in the 
liberty and the freedom of his country, 
and his brethren from bondage and slav-
ery; . . .

Yea, and he was a man who was firm 
in the faith of Christ, and he had sworn 
with an oath to defend his people, his 
rights, and his country, and his religion, 
even to the loss of his blood. (Ibid., 48:11, 
13.)

Prophets Fight to Protect Life, 
Liberty, and Property

That the Nephites believed that 
God expected them to fight if neces-
sary to preserve their life and liberty 
is shown by the following comment 
of Mormon:

Nevertheless, the Nephites were inspired 
by a better cause, for they were not fighting 
for monarchy nor power but they were 
fighting for their homes and their liberties, 
their wives and their children, and their 
all, yea, for their rites of worship and their 
church.

And they were doing that which they 
felt was the duty which they owed to their 
God; for the Lord had said unto them, 
and also unto their fathers, that: Inasmuch 
as ye are not guilty of the first offense, 
neither the second, ye shall not suffer your-
selves to be slain by the hands of your 
enemies.

(Continued on following page)

And I, Nephi, did take the sword of 
Laban, and after the manner of it did make 
many swords, lest by any means the people 
who were now called Lamanites should 
come upon us and destroy us; for I knew 
their hatred towards me and my children 
and those who were called my people. 
(II Nephi 5:14.)

Jarom also believed in prepared-
ness for war, for he wrote:

And we multiplied exceedingly, and 
spread upon the face of the land, and be-
came exceeding rich in gold, and in silver, 
and in precious things, and in fine work-
manship of wood, in buildings, and in 
machinery, and also in iron and copper, 
and brass and steel, making all manner 
of tools of every kind to till the ground, 
and weapons of war—yea, the sharp 
pointed arrow, and the quiver, and the 
dart, and the javelin, and all preparations 
for war.

And thus being prepared to meet the 
Lamanites, they did not prosper against 
us. But the word of the Lord was verified, 
which he spake unto our fathers, saying 
that: Inasmuch as ye will keep my com-

* (See page 296 for note on author)
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S PI RI T U A LI T Y A N D  A R M E D  C O N F LI C T
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)

A n d  a g ai n, t h e L or d  h as s ai d t h at: Y e  
s h all d ef e n d  y o ur  f a mili es e v e n u nt o  bl o o d -
s h e d. T h er ef or e  f or t his c a us e w er e  t h e 
N e p hit es  c o nt e n di n g wit h  t h e L a m a nit es,  
t o d ef e n d t h e ms el v es, a n d t h eir f a mili es, 
a n d t h eir l a n ds, t h eir c o u ntr y, a n d t h eir 
ri g hts, a n d t h eir r eli gi o n. (I bi d., 4 3: 4 5- 4 7.)

T h e  Pr o p h et  Al m a  ar m e d his  p e o -
pl e  a n d p ers o n all y  l e d t h e m i n a ci vil  
w ar  a g ai nst a wi c k e d  ki n g  w h o  h a d  
s ei z e d t h e t hr o n e. Of  o n e of t h e 
b attl es  w e  r e a d:

A n d  it c a m e t o p ass t h at Al m a  f o u g ht . 
wit h  A mli ci  wit h  t h e s w or d, f a c e t o f a c e; 
a n d t h e y di d c o nt e n d mi g htil y,  o n e wit h  
a n ot h er.

A n d  it c a m e t o p ass t h at Al m a,  b ei n g a 
m a n  of G o d,  b ei n g e x er cis e d wit h  m u c h  
f ait h, cri e d, s a yi n g: O  L or d,  h a v e m er c y 
a n d s p ar e m y  lif e, t h at I m a y  b e a n i n-
str u m e nt i n t h y h a n ds  t o s a v e a n d pr es er v e 
t his p e o pl e.

N o w  w h e n  Al m a  h a d s ai d t h es e w or ds 
h e c o nt e n d e d a g ai n wit h  A mli ci;  a n d h e  
w as  str e n gt h e n e d, i ns o m u c h t h at h e sl e w 
A mli ci  wit h  t h e s w or d. (I bi d., 2: 2 9- 3 1.)

T h e  N e p hit e  missi o n ar y  A m m o n  
di d n ot h esit at e t o d ef e n d pr o p ert y  
e ntr ust e d t o his c ar e e v e n t h o u g h 
s u c h d ef e ns e  r es ult e d i n t h e s h e d di n g 
of t h e bl o o d  of t h os e w h o  att a c k e d  
hi m. ( S e e I bi d., 1 7: 2 5- 3 9.)

T h e  N e p hit e  g o v er n or,  P a h or a n,  i n 
a l ett er t o t h e gr e at  G e n er al  M or o ni,  
j ustifi es t h e s h e d di n g of bl o o d b y  
w arf ar e  i n t h es e w or ds:

A n d  n o w, b e h ol d, w e  will  r esist wi c k e d -
n ess e v e n u nt o bl o o ds h e d. W e  w o ul d  n ot  
s h e d t h e bl o o d of t h e L a m a nit es  if t h e y 
w o ul d  st a y i n t h eir o w n  l a n d.

W e  w o ul d  n ot s h e d t h e bl o o d of o ur 
br et hr e n if t h e y w o ul d  n ot ris e u p i n 
r e b elli o n a n d t a k e t h e s w or d a g ai nst us.

W e  w o ul d  s u bj e ct o urs el v es t o t h e y o k e  
of b o n d a g e if it w er e  r e q uisit e wit h  t h e 
j usti c e of G o d,  or if h e s h o ul d c o m m a n d  
us s o t o d o.

B ut  b e h ol d h e d ot h n ot c o m m a n d us  
t h at w e  s h all s u bj e ct o urs el v es t o o ur  e n e -
mi es,  b ut t h at w e  s h o ul d p ut  o ur tr ust i n 
hi m, a n d h e will  d eli v er us.

T h er ef or e,  m y  b el o v e d br ot h er, M or o ni,  
l et us r esist e vil, a n d w h ats o e v er  e vil w e  
c a n n ot r esist wit h  o ur w or ds,  y e a, s u c h as  
r e b elli o ns a n d diss e nsi o ns, l et us r esist 
t h e m wit h  o ur  s w or ds, t h at w e  m a y  r et ai n 
o ur fr e e d o m, t h at w e  m a y  r ej oi c e i n t h e 
gr e at pri vil e g e of o ur c h ur c h, a n d i n t h e 
c a us e of  o ur  R e d e e m er  a n d o ur  G o d.  (I bi d., 
6 1: 1 0- 1 4.)

G o d  h el ps t h e Ri g ht e o u s  i n T h eir  
B attl es

T h e  N e p hit es  w er e  t a u g ht t h at G o d  
w o ul d  pr os p er  t h e m i n b attl es  f o u g ht 
i n s elf- d ef e ns e:

2 4 4

N o w  t h e N e p hit es  w er e  t a d g ht t o d e -
f e n d t h e ms el v es a g ai nst t h eir e n e mi es, e v e n  
t o t h e s h e d di n g of bl o o d if it w er e  n e c es -
s ar y; y e a, a n d t h e y w er e  als o t a u g ht n e v er  
t o gi v e a n off e ns e,  y e a, a n d n e v er  t o r ais e 
t h e s w or d e x c e pt it w er e  a g ai nst a n e n e m y,  
e x c e pt it w er e  t o pr es er v e  t h eir li v es.

A n d  t his w as  t h eir f ait h, t h at b y  s o d oi n g  
G o d  w o ul d  pr os p er t h e m i n t h e l a n d, or  
i n ot h er w or ds,  if t h e y w er e  f ait hf ul i n 
k e e pi n g t h e c o m m a n d m e nts of G o d  t h at 
h e w o ul d  pr os p er t h e m i n t h e l a n d; y e a,  
w ar n  t h e m t o fl e e, or t o pr e p ar e f or w ar,  
a c c or di n g t o t h eir d a n g er. (I bi d., 4 8: 1 4- 1 5.)

T h e  m et h o d  b y  w hi c h  G o d  ai d e d  
t h e ri g ht e o us i n t h eir b attl es  is m ost  
i nt er esti n g:

A n d  als o, t h at G o d  w o ul d  m a k e  it k n o w n  
u nt o t h e m w hit h er  t h e y s h o ul d g o t o 
d ef e n d t h e ms el v es a g ai nst t h eir e n e mi es,  
a n d b y s o d oi n g, t h e L or d  w o ul d  d eli v er  
t h e m; a n d t his w as  t h e f ait h of M or o ni,  
a n d his h e art di d gl or y i n it; n ot i n t h e 
s h e d di n g of bl o o d b ut i n d oi n g g o o d, i n 
pr es er vi n g his p e o pl e, y e a, i n k e e pi n g t h e 
c o m m a n d m e nts of G o d,  y e a, a n d r esisti n g 
i ni q uit y.

Y e a,  v eril y, v eril y I s a y u nt o  y o u, if all  
m e n  h a d b e e n, a n d w er e,  a n d e v er w o ul d  
b e, li k e u nt o M or o ni,  b e h ol d, t h e v er y  
p o w ers of h ell w o ul d  h a v e b e e n s h a k e n  
f or e v er; y e a, t h e d e vil w o ul d  n e v er h a v e  
p o w er o v er t h e h e arts of t h e c hil dr e n of  
m e n.  (I bi d., 4 8: 1 6- 1 7.)

T h at  G o d  di d n ot c o n d e m n his  

pr o p h ets  f or t a ki n g u p  t h e s w or d i n 

d ef e ns e  of lif e a n d li b ert y is s h o w n 

b y  t h e f a ct t h at h e  di d  n ot  wit h dr a w  

his  S pirit  fr o m t h e m. N e p hi  r e c ei v e d 

r e m ar k a bl e visi o ns  a n d visit ati o ns  b y  

a n g els aft er sl a yi n g t h e wi c k e d  Ki n g  

L a b a n. Al m a  is visit e d  b y  a n a n g el  

n ot  l o n g aft er  killi n g  A mli ci  i n b attl e.  

A m m o n  is f ull of t h e S pirit b ot h  

d uri n g  a n d aft er his  b attl e  wit h  t h e 

L a m a nit e  b a n dits. M or o ni  is dir e ct e d  

i n b attl e b y t h e S pirit  of t h e L or d,  
w hi c h  i nf or ms hi m  of  t h e m o v e m e nts  
of  t h e e n e m y.

T h e Ri g ht e o us M a y  B e Sl ai n i n 
B attl e

I n a r e m ar k a bl e l ett er t o P a h or a n,  
g o v er n or of t h e N e p hit e  l a n ds, t h e 
pr o p h et- g e n er al, M or o ni,  gi v es a n -
s w er t o a q u esti o n e v er y s ol di er ’s 
m ot h er  is as ki n g: “ Will  G o d  p er mit  
a ri g ht e o us b o y t o b e sl ai n o n t h e 
fi el d of  b attl e ? ” S o m e  of  t h e N e p hit e  
p ar e nts m ust  h a v e b e e n as ki n g t h e 
s a m e q u esti o n,  f or i n his  l ett er M or o ni  
s a ys:

D o  y e s u p p os e t h at, b e c a us e s o m a n y  of  
y o ur  br et hr e n  h a v e  b e e n  kill e d  it is b e c a us e  
of t h eir wi c k e d n ess ?  I s a y u nt o  y o u, if y e  
h a v e s u p p os e d t his y e h a v e s u p p os e d i n 
v ai n; f or I s a y u nt o y o u, t h er e ar e m a n y  
w h o  h a v e  f all e n b y  t h e s w or d; a n d b e h ol d  
it is t o y o ur c o n d e m n ati o n;

F or  t h e L or d  s uff er et h t h e ri g ht e o us t o 
b e  sl ai n t h at his  j usti c e a n d j u d g m e nt m a y  
c o m e u p o n  t h e wi c k e d;  t h er ef or e, y e n e e d  
n ot s u p p os e t h at t h e ri g ht e o us ar e l ost 
b e c a us e t h e y ar e sl ai n; b ut b e h ol d, t h e y 
d o e nt er i nt o t h e r est of t h e L or d  t h eir 
G o d.  (I bi d., 6 0: 1 2- 1 3.)

M or o ni  di d  n ot  e x p e ct G o d ’s h el p  
u nl ess  his  p e o pl e  s h o ul d b e c o m e  dili -
g e nt  i n t h eir o w n  c a us e.

A n d  n o w b e h ol d, I s a y u nt o  y o u, I f e ar 
e x c e e di n gl y t h at t h e j u d g m e nts of G o d  will  
c o m e u p o n t his p e o pl e, b e c a us e of t h eir 
e x c e e di n g sl ot hf ul n ess, y e a, e v e n t h e sl ot h-
f ul n ess of o ur g o v er n m e nt, a n d t h eir e x -
c e e di n g gr e at  n e gl e ct  t o w ar ds t h eir br et hr e n,  
y e a, t o w ar ds t h os e w h o  h a v e b e e n sl ai n. 
(I bi d., 6 0: 1 4.)

G o d  Will  N ot  T a k e A w a y  M a n's  
Fr e e  A g e n c y

As  t h e bl o o d  a n d  c ar n a g e of  b attl e  

s pr e a d a cr oss t h e e art h, t h er e ar e  

al w a ys t h os e w h o  ar e r e a d y t o d e n y  

a G o d  w h o  will  n ot  p ut  a n e n d t o 

s u c h br ut alit y  a n d sl a u g ht er. W h y  

d o es a j ust G o d  p er mit  t h e i n n o c e nt 

t o b e  sl ai n ?

A g ai n  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  gi v es  
a ns w er. G o d  will  n ot  t a k e a w a y fr o m 
m e n  t h eir fr e e a g e n c y. M e n  m a y  
a b us e t h eir fr e e a g e n c y. T h e y  m a y  
i n its e x er cis e b e c o m e  c ar n al,  s e ns u al,  
a n d d e vilis h. T h e y  m a y  m a k e  w ar  
o n  t h eir n ei g h b ors  a n d  p ut  t h e i n n o-
c e nt  t o d e at h,  b ut  i nt erf er e wit h  t h at 
fr e e a g e n c y a n d  t h e w h ol e  p ur p os e  of  
lif e is fr ustr at e d, a n d pr o gr ess is 
e n d e d. T h e  l a w is s et f ort h i n pl ai n-  

( C o nti n u e d o n p a g e 2 7 1)
T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



t h e c h ur c h st e ps all aft er n o o n! ” H er  
v oi c e br o k e. H er  r e p ut ati o n w as  
r ui n e d, s h e w h o  n e v er miss e d  a  
c h ur c h s u p p er.

Sl o wl y  U n cl e  r e a c h e d u n d er t h e 
l a p r o b e. T h e  c hil dr e n  w at c h e d  hi m  
i n fr o z e n sil e n c e. H e  h el d  o ut  m ut el y  
w h at  w as  l eft of t h e pi e.

“ F or g ot  t o l e a v e it at  all, ” h e  s ai d. 
“ H a d  a littl e a c ci d e nt wit h  it, t o o.”

A u nt ’s e y es b ul g e d li k e m ar bl es.  
S h e  g a z e d at t h e m ess  of a p pl e i n 
u n b eli ef, wr at h,  a n d fi n all y, t h a n k-
f ul n ess. S h e l et h er br e at h o ut  
sl o wl y. T h e n  s h e cl ut c h e d h er  s kirt 
hi g h a b o v e t h e litt er of t h e st a bl e 
fl o or a n d t ur n e d b a c k  t o t h e h o us e.  
At  t h e b ar n  d o or  s h e t ur n e d, h ol di n g  
u p  h er  s kirt o n  e a c h si d e li k e a f a n.

“ Y o u  mi g ht  as w ell  all c o m e i nt o 
t h e h o us e  a n d e at u p  s o m e of  t h os e 
d o u g h n uts I m a d e. ” S h e  l o o k e d at  
t h e t hr e e p airs  of  f e et d a n gli n g  fr o m 
t h e b u g g y li k e s o m a n y  p e n d ul u ms.  
“ B ut  d o n ’t a o n e  of  y o u  g o  f urt h er’n  
t h e kit c h e n. B e e n  tr ai psi n’ ’r o u n d 
t h e w o o ds  a g ai n! ” As  s h e cr oss e d  
t h e y ar d  t o t h e h o us e,  t h e y h e ar d  h er  
a d d, t o h ers elf, “ I’ll m a k e  a n ot h er  
pi e t o m orr o w a n d t a k e it u p  t o t h e 
m e eti n g h o us e  m ys elf. C a n ’t tr ust 
hi m  f or a mi n ut e  w h e n  t h os e y o u n g  
o n es  ar e ar o u n d. ”

S h e  h a d n ’t s ai d o n e w or d,  B et h  
t h o u g ht, as t h e y cli m b e d d o w n  fr o m 
t h e b u g g y, a b o ut w hi c h  o n e  st e p p e d 
i n t h e pi e!

S pi rit u alit y  a n d  A r m e d  C o nfli ct
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 4 4)  

n ess  b y  F at h er  L e hi  s p e a ki n g t o his  
s o ns:

A n d  t h e M essi a h  c o m et h i n t h e f ul n ess 
of ti m e, t h at h e  m a y  r e d e e m t h e c hil dr e n  
of m e n  fr o m t h e f all. A n d  b e c a us e t h at 
t h e y ar e r e d e e m e d fr o m t h e f all t h e y h a v e  
b e c o m e fr e e f or e v er, k n o wi n g g o o d fr o m 
e vil; t o a ct f or t h e ms el v es a n d n ot t o b e 
a ct e d u p o n,  s a v e it b e b y  t h e p u nis h m e nt  
of t h e l a w at t h e gr e at a n d l ast d a y, a c-
c or di n g t o t h e c o m m a n d m e nts w hi c h  G o d  
h at h  gi v e n.

W h er ef or e,  m e n  ar e fr e e a c c or di n g t o 
t h e fl es h; a n d all t hi n gs ar e gi v e n t h e m 
w hi c h  ar e e x p e di e nt u nt o  m a n.  A n d  t h e y 
ar e fr e e t o c h o os e li b ert y a n d et er n al lif e, 
t hr o u g h t h e gr e at m e di ati o n  of all m e n,  
or  t o c h o os e c a pti vit y a n d d e at h, a c c or di n g  
t o t h e c a pti vit y a n d p o w er  of  t h e d e vil;  f or 
h e  s e e k et h t h at all m e n  mi g ht  b e  mis er a bl e  
li k e u nt o  hi ms elf. (II N e p hi  2: 2 6- 2 7.)

S a m u el, t h e L a m a nit e pr o p h et,  
t e a c h es t h e s a m e d o ctri n e:

A n d  n o w  r e m e m b er, r e m e m b er, m y  br et h -
r e n, t h at w h os o e v er  p eris h et h, p eris h et h  

( C o nti n u e d o n  f oll o wi n g p a g e)
A P RI L  1 9 5 2

B uil di n g  

t o m orr o w' s 

y o ut h

T h e  S alt  L a k e  Tri b u n e's  1 9 5 2  off er  of  

si x s c h ol ars hi ps  t o Ut a h's  t hr e e 
i nstit uti o ns of  hi g h er  l e ar ni n g is 
pr o m pt e d  b y  a  c o ns ci e nti o us  d esir e  of  
T h e  Tri b u n e  t o ai d  i n t h e s e as o ni n g of  
l e a d ers hi p f or t o m orr o w. F or  si x 
pr o misi n g  y o u n g  p ers o ns  t h e 
s c h ol ars hi ps will  b e  a  str o n g  h el pi n g  
h a n d  - f or h u n dr e ds  of  ot h ers  a n  

i ns pir ati o n t o stri v e f or e v er  hi g h er  
g o als.  F or  T h e  S alt  L a k e  Tri b u n e  
t h e pl a n  is still a n ot h er  o p p ort u nit y  t o 
s er v e as  t h e ti e t h at bi n ds  t h e 

I nt er m o u nt ai n W est.

T h e  S alt  L a k e  T ri b u n e
O N E  O F  A M E RI C A' S  G R E A T  N E W S P A P E R S

A  B o o k  t o O w n,  E nj o y  a n d  Gi v e
4 0 0  Y e ar s  of  I n s pir e d H y m n  Writi n g

C hil dr e n  l o v e its dr a m ati c  lif e st ori es. B us y  gr o w n  f ol ks g et  e nj o y m e nt  
fr o m e v e n a f e w mi n ut es  r e a di n g its vi vi d, bri ef  c h a pt ers. S c h ol ars 
a p pr e ci at e its r es e ar c h a n d a ut h e nti cit y.

N E W  E DI TI O N  — N E W  A R T  BI N DI N G
H y m ns  b y  L ut h er,  W esl e y,  St e b bi ns,  Bliss,  F a n n y  Cr os b y,  Iss a c W atts  
a n d  ot h er  gr e at  writ ers.

Gi v es  t n e i ns pir ati o n a n d h u m a n dr a m a  b e hi n d s u c h f a v orit es as  
“ N e ar er  M y  G o d  T o  T h e e ” , “ Ol d  R u g g e d  Cr oss ” , “ A bi d e  Wit h  M e ”  
a n d  m a n y  ot h ers.

B e a utif ull y  pri nt e d  a n d  ill ustr at e d, o nl y  $ 1. 2 5. ( M aili n g c h ar g e  1 0 c).
Or d er  y o ur c o p y a n d  a  gift  s u p pl y fr o m y o ur D e al er  t o d a y or

R U DI N  &  C O M P A N Y  I N C.
P u bli s h er s  of  T H E  B O O K  O F  LI F E

1 0 1 8  S.  W A B A S H  A V E.  D e pt.  I E C HI C A G O  5,  I L L.

J O H N
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0ÿ at  a  b u d g et  pri c e

N E W  L U N D W A L L  B O O K
R A R E  P RI C E L E S S  D A T A

R e pr e s e nti n g  1 2  y e ar s  of  r e s e ar c h

X- X- X-  

T h e  F at e  of  t b e P ers e c ut ors  
of  t h e 

Pr o p b et  J os e p h  S mit h  
Wit h  F or e w or d  b y  Dr.  J o h n  A.  Wi dt s o e

X- X- X-
C o nt e nt s  b y  C h a pt er s  wit h  R ar e  Ill u str ati o n s

1 —  T h e  Pr o p h et  J os e p h S p e a ks  f or Hi ms elf
2 —  T h e  Gr e at n ess  of  t h e Pr o p h et  J os e p h
3 —  P ers e c uti o ns  of  t h e Pr o p h et  a n d  t h e S ai nts
4 —  P ers e c uti o n  L e d  b y  M o d er n  Pr e a c h ers
5 —  C o ns pir a ci es  A g ai nst  t h e Pr o p h et  J os e p h
6 —  I m pris o n m e nt i n Li b ert y  J ail
7 —  T h e  O nl y  W a y  t o Es c a p e  M art yr d o m
8 —  P ers o n al F ar e w ells of t h e Pr o p h et t o His 

Fri e n ds
9 —  T h e  M art yr d o m  b y  Will ar d  Ri c h ar ds  a n d  J o h n  

T a yl or
1 0 —  T h e  Pr o p h et ’s B o d y  N ot  P er mitt e d  t o b e  M u -

til at e d
1 1 —  C o m m e nts  of  Fri e n ds  a n d  F o es  o n  t h e M art yr -

d o m
1 2 —  Pr e p ar ati o n  a n d  F u n er al  of  t h e M art yrs.
1 3 —  T h e  S orr o w  a n d M o ur ni n g  of  t h e S ai nts
1 4 —  T h e  I d e ntit y a n d  Tri al  of  t h e M ur d er ers
1 5 —  T h e  Pr o p h et  J os e p h i n Zi o n ’s C a m p
1 6 —  P h ysi c al  a n d M e nt al  S uff eri n g  of t h e P ers e -

c ut ors
P RI C E  $ 3. 0 0  P E R  C O P Y  

Al s o  c o m pil er  of  . . .
T h e  Vi si o n  

T e m pl e s  of  t h e M o st  Hi g h  
M a st erf ul  Di s c o ur s e s  of  Or s o n  Pr att  
A s s ort e d  G e m s  of  Pri c el e s s  V al u e  

F ait h  Li k e  t h e A n ci e nt s  
I n s pir e d Pr o p h eti c  W ar ni n g s  

B o o k st or e s  a n d  i n di vi d u al s s e n d  or d er s  t o: 

N.  B.  L u n d w all  
C o m pil er  a n d  P u bli s h er

B o x  2 0 3 3  
S alt  L a k e  Cit y,  Ut a h

2 7 2

T OI L E T  TI S S U E

A d d  a  n e w  l u x ur y t o y o ur  b at h -
r o o m f or n ot  a p e n n y  m or e —
M D  T oil et  Tiss u e  c osts n o  
m or e  t h a n or di n ar y  tiss u e! 
N e xt  ti m e y o u  s h o p, b u y  
s e v er al r olls of  M D!

T h e  di sti n cti v e  s kill s  t h at ar e  E st e y  h a v e  b e e n  

r e s p o n si bl e, f or m or e  t h a n 1 0 0  y e ar s,  i n bri n g -

i n g t o c h ur c h e s  a n d  c h a p el s  i n s piri n g m u si c  of  

w or s hi p  a n d  d e v oti o n.  W h at e v er  t h e m o d el,  a n  

E st e y  Or g a n  i s a  t o n al m a st er pi e c e — a n d  t h er e i s 

a  r e e d or g a n  t o fit y o ur  s p e ci al n e e d s,  fr o m 

t h e pr a cti c al,  l o w- c o st, p ort a bl e  F O L DI N G  a n d  

J U NI O R,  t o t h e s u p er b  S Y M P H O NI C

F O R T H E S M A L L C H U R C H

or  C A T H E D R A L.  Pri c e d  fr o m $ 1 7 5  t o 

$ 1 0 7 5,  pl u s  t a x a n d  fr ei g ht. Or g a n  

c o m mitt e e s  ar e  i n vit e d t o writ e  f or 

d et ail s  a n d  fr e e 

ill u str at e d f ol d-

er. C o n s ult  u s  

t o o f or b uilt-t o-  

pl a n Pi p e Or -

g a n s.

E S T E Y  O R G A N
C O R P O R A TI O N

5 0  Bir g e  Str e et

B R A T T L E B O R O,  V E R M O N T

S pi rit u alit y  a n d  A r m e d  C o nfli ct
( C o nti n u e d fr o m pr e c e di n g  p a g e)  

u nt o  hi ms elf;  a n d w h os o e v er  d o et h  i ni q uit y, 
d o et h it u nt o hi ms elf; f or b e h ol d, y e ar e  
fr e e; y e ar e p er mitt e d  t o a ct f or y o urs el v es;  
f or b e h ol d, G o d  h at h gi v e n u nt o y o u a  
k n o wl e d g e a n d h e h at h m a d e  y o u fr e e.

H e  h at h gi v e n u nt o y o u t h at y e mi g ht  
k n o w g o o d fr o m e vil, a n d h e h at h gi v e n  
u nt o  y o u  t h at y e  mi g ht  c h o os e  lif e or  d e at h;  
a n d y e c a n d o g o o d a n d b e r est or e d u nt o  
t h at w hi c h  is g o o d, or h a v e t h at w hi c h  
is g o o d r est or e d u nt o y o u; or y e c a n d o  
e vil, a n d h a v e t h at w hi c h  is e vil r est or e d 
u nt o  y o u. ( H el a m a n 1 4: 3 0- 3 1.)

D uri n g  t h e missi o n ar y  w or k  of  
Al m a  a n d A m ul e k  i n t h e l a n d of  
A m m o ni h a h,  t h e y w er e  arr est e d a n d  
f or c e d t o wit n ess  t h e b ur ni n g  of  t h os e 
w h o m  t h e y h a d  c o n v ert e d:

A n d  w h e n  A m ul e k  s a w t h e p ai ns of t h e 
w o m e n  a n d c hil dr e n w h o  w er e  c o ns u mi n g  
i n t h e fir e, h e als o w as  p ai n e d; a n d h e  
s ai d u nt o  Al m a:  H o w  c a n w e  wit n ess  t his 
a wf ul s c e n e ? T h er ef or e  l et us  str et c h f ort h 
o ur  h a n ds, a n d e x er cis e t h e p o w er of G o d  
w hi c h  is i n us, a n d s a v e t h e m fr o m t h e 
fl a m es.

B ut  Al m a  s ai d u nt o hi m: T h e  S pirit  
c o nstr ai n et h m e  t h at I m ust  n ot str et c h  
f ort h mi n e  h a n d; f or b e h ol d t h e L or d  r e- 
c ei v et h t h e m u p u nt o hi ms elf, i n gl or y;  
a n d h e  d ot h s uff er t h at t h e y m a y  d o  t his 
t hi n g, or t h at t h e p e o pl e m a y  d o t his 
t hi n g u nt o  t h e m, a c c or di n g t o t h e h ar d n ess  
of t h eir h e arts, t h at t h e j u d g m e nts w hi c h  
h e s h all e x er cis e ’ u p o n t h e m i n his wr at h  
m a y  b e  j ust; a n d t h e bl o o d  of t h e i n n o c e nt 
s h all st a n d as a wit n ess  a g ai nst t h e m, y e a,  
a n d cr y mi g htil y  a g ai nst t h e m at t h e l ast 
d a y. ( Al m a 1 4: 1 0- 1 1.)

Al m a ’s a ns w er g o es t o t h e h e art  
of  t h e pr o bl e m. G o d  will  n ot  i nt er-
f er e wit h  t h e fr e e a g e n c y of his  
c hil dr e n t h at his j u d g m e nts m a y  b e  
j ust, n or  c a n w e  e x p e ct hi m  t o st o p 
w ars  a n d  e vil  i n o ur  d a y  f or t h e s a m e 
r e as o n. B ut  t h e l a w of  c o m p e ns ati o n  
c at c h es u p wit h  t h e wi c k e d. T his  
l a w is st at e d cl e arl y b y  M or m o n:

B ut,  b e h ol d, t h e j u d g m e nts of G o d  will  
o v ert a k e  t h e wi c k e d;  a n d it is b y  t h e wi c k e d  
t h at t h e wi c k e d  ar e p u nis h e d; f or it is t h e 
wi c k e d  t h at stir u p  t h e h e arts  of  t h e c hil -
dr e n of m e n  u nt o bl o o ds h e d. ( M or m o n 
4: 5.)

W ars  T ur n  t h e N ati o ns  A w a y  fr o m 
G o d

M or m o n  o bs er v e d t h at w ars  c a m e  
a b o ut b e c a us e of t h e wi c k e d n ess  of  
m e n  a n d ar e d estr u cti v e  of  b ot h  lif e 
a n d f ait h.

O n e  mi g ht  s u p p os e t h at t h e p o v ert y  
a n d mis er y  r es ulti n g fr o m w ar  w o ul d  
t ur n p e o pl e b a c k  t o G o d,  b ut  list e n 
t o t h e w or ds  of a gr e at o bs er v er  of  
t h e ris e a n d f all of  n ati o ns:

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A



A n d  it c a m e  t o p ass  t h at w h e n  I, M or m o n,  
s a w t h eir l a m e nt ati o n a n d t h eir m o ur ni n g  
a n d t h eir s orr o w b ef or e  t h e L or d,  m y  h e art  
di d b e gi n t o r ej oi c e wit hi n  m e,  k n o wi n g  
t h e m er ci es  a n d t h e l o n g-s uff eri n g of t h e 
L or d,  t h er ef or e s u p p osi n g t h at h e  w o ul d  b e 
m er cif ul  u nt o  t h e m t h at t h e y w o ul d  a g ai n  
b e c o m e  a ri g ht e o us p e o pl e.

B ut  b e h ol d t his m y  j o y w as  v ai n, f or 
t h eir s orr o wi n g w as  n ot u nt o r e p e nt a n c e, 
b e c a us e of  t h e g o o d n ess  of  G o d;  b ut  it w as  
r at h er t h e s orr o wi n g of t h e d a m n e d, b e -
c a us e t h e L or d  w o ul d  n ot al w a ys s uff er  
t h e m t o t a k e h a p pi n ess  i n si n.

A n d  t h e y di d n ot c o m e u nt o  J es us wit h  
br o k e n  h e arts  a n d c o ntrit e s pirits, b ut  t h e y 
di d  c urs e G o d,  a n d wis h  t o di e. N e v ert h e -
l ess t h e y w o ul d  str u g gl e wit h  t h e s w or d  
f or t h eir li v es.

A n d  it c a m e t o p ass  t h at m y  s orr o w di d  
r et ur n u nt o  m e  a g ai n, a n d I s a w t h at t h e 
d a y of gr a c e  w as  p ass e d wit h  t h e m, b ot h  
t e m p or all y a n d s pirit u all y; f or I s a w t h o u-
s a n ds of  t h e m h e w n  d o w n  i n o p e n'  r e b elli o n 
a g ai nst t h eir G o d,  a n d h e a p e d u p  as d u n g  
u p o n  t h e f a c e of  t h e l a n d. A n d  t h us t hr e e 
h u n dr e d a n d f ort y, a n d f o ur y e ars h a d  
p ass e d a w a y. ( M or m o n 2: 1 2- 1 5.)

T his  is als o tr u e i n o ur  d a y. T h e  
t w o w orl d  w ars  h a v e  n e arl y  e m pti e d  
t h e c h ur c h es  of  E ur o p e,  a n d  s pirit u al -
it y h as  s u n k t o a  n e w  l o w.

W h er e  S h all  t h e C h ur c h  St a n d ?

W h at  t h e n s h all b e t h e p ositi o n  
of  t h e C h ur c h  i n ti m e of  w ar ?  Cl e arl y  
t h e C h ur c h  s h all us e  all of  its i nfl u-
e n c e t o a v oi d w ar  b et w e e n  n ati o ns  
a n d i n di vi d u als. T his  is b est d o n e  
b y pr e a c hi n g t h e g os p el of J es us 
C hrist  t o all m e n  b y pr e c e pt a n d  
e x a m pl e, t h at m a n ki n d  mi g ht  c o m e  
t o l o v e p e a c e  a n d a b h or  w ar.

B ut  t h e C h ur c h  als o b eli e v es i n 
t h e ri g ht of  pr es er vi n g  lif e a n d  li b ert y 
a n d will  e n c o ur a g e its m e m b ers  t o 
fi g ht f or t h eir pr es er v ati o n a g ai nst  
a g gr ess or n ati o ns. F urt h er,  a m e m -
b er of t h e C h ur c h  w h o  is c all e d  
t o s er v e his n ati o n  i n t h e c a us e of  
fr e e d o m m a y  e nt er i nt o b attl e  wit h  
c o nfi d e n c e  t h at s o l o n g as his  d esir es  
ar e ri g ht e o us, G o d ’s S pirit  will  n ot  
d es ert hi m, a n d if d e at h o v ert a k es  
hi m  o n  t h e fi el d of  b attl e,  h e  will  b e 
r e c ei v e d b y  t h at G o d  w h o  g a v e  hi m  
lif e.

L E A P  Y E A R

B y  N ell  Griffit h  Wils o n

T n  t h is m o nt h  of  l e a p y e ar  w o oi n g  
H o w  c a n a m a n  s a y — “ N o ” ?

W h e n  a cr o c us w ar ms  ol d wi nt er ’s h e art  
A n d  p us h es t hr o u g h t h e s n o w.

A P RI L  1 9 5 2

I S A 

F A MI L Y

E Y E  C A R E

A F F AI R

M a k e  a  y e arl y  e y e  e x a mi n ati o n  
a  tr a diti o n i n y o ur  f a mil y. N o  h a bit  
i s m or e  n e c e s s ar y  or  v al u a bl e  t o y o ur  
f a mil y' s h e alt h  a n d  s u c c e s s. Vi sit  t h e 
s kill e d  o pt o m etri st s  at  St a n d ar d  O pti c al,  t o-
d a y.  N o  a p p oi nt m e nt  n e c e s s ar y.  O p e n  9  a.  
t o 6  p. m.  d ail y  e x c e pt  S u n d a y. J

P A Y  N O T HI N G  D O W N
O N L Y  $ 1 A  W E E K

O G D E N  • P R O V O  • L O G A N  • P RI C E  • I D A H O F A L L S  • 2 7 3  S o ut h  M ai n  i n S alt  L a k e

Di d  y o u  k n o w  t h at

wi v e s  fl y t er h alf-f ar e
o n  W e st er n ’s F a mil y  Pl a n  ?

F or  f ar e s a n d  s c h e d ul e s,  c all  

or  vi sit  W e st er n' s  ti c k et offi c e  i n y o ur  cit y,  or  

s e e  y o ur  a ut h ori z e d  tr a v el a g e nt.

Y es,  y o u  c a n t a k e y o ur  wif e  
wit h  y o u  f or h alf-f ar e  a n y  M o n -
d a y,  T u es d a y,  or  W e d n es d a y.  
J ust b u y  a r e g ul ar ti c k et f or 
y o urs elf  a n d  a  h alf-f ar e  ti c k et 
f or y o ur  wif e.

Y o u ’ll li k e t h e s p e e d a n d  c o m -
f ort of  W est er n ’s bi g,  d el u x e  

airli n ers.  F or  e x a m pl e,  t h e 
fli g ht fr o m S alt  L a k e  Cit y  
t o L os  A n g el es  t a k es o nl y  
3  h o urs,  2 0  mi n ut es ’
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