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The Relationsh ip of  Spirituality  
to  Nationa l  Prosperi ty

by William E Berrett
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

B
y all  known money standards 

the people of the United States 
should be living in plenty: a na-

tional production of goods valued at 
328 billion dollars a year,1 phenome-
nal wages and salaries, a million ma-
chines doing the work of many, many 
millions of men, mountains of goods 
pouring off the production lines.

But wait! Something is amiss. 
What of those people still living in 
the slums? What of those millions 
who are in debt? What of those tens 
of millions struggling to make ends 
meet—battling the wolf at the door? 
The financial figures are deceiving. 
The high wages buy little or nothing. 
The mountains of goods melt away 
before our very eyes. We think we 
are doing well, but are we? In des-
peration we seek higher wages only 
to find that in turn we are confronted 
with higher prices. We try again 
with the same result. It becomes a 
mad race and with what prospect of 
victory?

What is happening to American 
production? We do not need to search 
far to find the answers.

First, we must realize that the only 
true wealth is goods, and we are not 
producing so much as we' should pro-
duce. There are four million of our 
potential producers under arms. An-
other three million are in non-pro-
ductive federal jobs; another million 
are engaged in non-productive gam-
bling, making, distributing, and 
manipulating gambling devices, book-
making, and allied questionable pur-
suits. Some 250,000 are languishing 
in jail. Another million are recuper-
ating in hospitals. Still other millions 
are idle from heterogeneous causes.

But this is not the worst of the 
picture. That which is being pro-
duced is not being used to bless and 
beautify our homes.

One-third part of our productive 
force is being used to carry on and 
prepare for war.

Purvey of Current Business. U. S. Department of 
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One-sixth part.is used for the prep-
aration and dissemination of harmful 
foods and drinks.

One-fifteenth part is used to pro-
tect property against criminals.

Yes! We may produce greatly, but 
we may also dissipate the end prod-
uct.

The appalling cost of breaking the 
Ten Commandments

Whether we realize it or not, the 
appalling cost of breaking the Ten 
Commandments is destroying our 
seeming prosperity:

Sixty billions a year for war; twenty 
billions a year as the cost of crime; 
a tobacco and liquor bill of fifteen 
billion dollars—equal to the cost of 
all educational institutions of the na-
tion; billions in organized gambling 
rackets—all of which could be saved 
by a generation that would obey the 
commandments of God!

In this day when wealth slips out 
of our hands, we need to listen to 
the voice of a great book—the Book 
of Mormon. This book was written 
long ago, but it was written to us— 
to help us solve our problems and 
to lead us back to Christ. What does 
the book teach us about our economic 
problems? Listen to what the cen-
turies are saying to the minutes!

Civilizations perish when nations 
forget God •

The Book of Mormon furnishes us 
with salient facts concerning the long-
est continuous experiment in human 
living that the world has known. It 
gives the story of the ups and downs 
of two great nations, one of which 
existed for nearly a two-thousand-
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The Book of Mormon 

speaks on current 
problems 

year period and the other for some 
nine hundred and fifty years. The 
evaluations are made in each instance 
by a competent observer standing 
at the conclusion of the performance, 
having viewed, through the records, 
all the acts of the long and event-
ful dramas. Perhaps no other his-
torians have had such an array of 
unbroken records before them as had 
Mormon and Moroni when they 
summed up the causes of the rise and 
fall of the Nephite and Jaredite civili-
zations. What did they observe which 
contains a message for our day, and 
how might that message save our 
civilization?

The over-all observation of these 
seers was that the economic welfare 
of a nation is linked inevitably with 
the spiritual level of the people. Na-
tions become prosperous when the 
spiritual level remains high. They 
sink into decay with continued dis-
regard of the word of God.

In the Nephite account we see 
two parallel nations, the Nephites 
and the Lamanites, the one preserv-
ing the scriptures and the Church of 
Christ, the other generally neglect-
ing spiritual matters. Other factors 
were relatively the same. They were 
of the same race, with a common so-
cial and cultural background. They 
were transplanted to the same goodly 
land. Both were free of outside pres-
sures and influences, except as they 
rubbed elbows with each other. Yet 
the Nephite civilization rose to the 
heights while the Lamanites lan-
guished in near savagery. Only at 
wide intervals did the Lamanites de-
velop a measure of civilization, and 
these upsurges of culture seem closely 
connected with periods of missionary 
work among them by the Nephites. 
And when, at long last, the Nephite 
civilization sank to the level of the 
Lamanites and the remnants merged 
with them, the cause is clearly a na-
tional abandonment of the word of 
God.

It is little wonder that the Nephite
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o bs er v ers, st a n di n g at t h e cl os e of  
t his ci vili z ati o n, s h o ul d r e c or d i n t h eir 
o bs er v ati o ns  t h e w ar ni n g  of  G o d  gi v -
e n  t o t h e e arli er  n ati o n,  t h e J ar e dit es:

A n d  h e  h a d  s w o r n i n hi s  w r at h  u nt o  t h e 
b r ot h e r  of  J a r e d, t h at w h o s o  s h o ul d p o s s e s s  
t hi s l a n d of  p r o mi s e,  f r o m t h at ti m e h e n c e -
f o rt h a n d f o r e v e r, s h o ul d s e r v e hi m, t h e 
t r u e a n d  o nl y  G o d,  o r  t h e y s h o ul d b e  s w e pt  
off w h e n  t h e f ul n e s s of hi s  w r at h  s h o ul d  
c o m e u p o n  t h e m.

A n d  n o w,  w e  c a n b e h ol d t h e d e c r e e s  of  
G o d  c o n c e r ni n g t hi s l a n d, t h at it i s a l a n d 
of p r o mi s e; a n d w h at s o e v e r  n ati o n s h all  
p o s s e s s  it s h all s e r v e G o d,  o r  t h e y s h all b e  
s w e pt off w h e n  t h e f ul n e s s of hi s  w r at h  
s h all c o m e u p o n  t h e m. A n d  t h e f ul n e s s of  
hi s w r at h  c o m et h u p o n t h e m w h e n  t h e y 
a r e  ri p e n e d i n i ni q uit y.

F o r  b e h ol d,  t hi s i s a  l a n d w hi c h  i s c h oi c e  
a b o v e all ot h e r l a n d s; w h e r ef o r e  h e t h at 
d ot h  p o s s e s s  it s h all s e r v e G o d  o r  s h all b e  
s w e pt off;  f o r it i s t h e e v e rl a sti n g d e c r e e  of  
G o d.  A n d  it i s n ot  u ntil  t h e f ul n e s s of  i n-
i q uit y a m o n g  t h e c hil d r e n of  t h e l a n d, t h at 
t h e y a r e  s w e pt off.

A n d  t hi s c o m et h u nt o  y o u, O  y e  G e ntil e s,  
t h at y e  m a y  k n o w  t h e d e c r e e s  of  G o d — t h at 
y e m a y  r e p e nt, a n d n ot  c o nti n u e i n y o u r  
i ni q uiti e s u ntil t h e f ul n e s s c o m e, t h at y e  
m a y  n ot b ri n g d o w n t h e f ul n e s s of t h e 
w r at h  of  G o d  u p o n  y o u a s t h e i n h a bit a nt s 
of  t h e l a n d h a v e  hit h e rt o  d o n e.

B e h ol d,  t hi s i s a c h oi c e l a n d, a n d w h at -
s o e v e r n ati o n  s h all p o s s e s s it s h all b e  f r e e’ 
f r o m b o n d a g e,  a n d  f r o m c a pti vit y, a n d  f r o m 
all  ot h e r  n ati o n s  u n d e r  h e a v e n,  if t h e y will  
b ut s e r v e t h e G o d  of t h e l a n d, w h o  i s 
J e s u s C h ri st,  w h o  h at h  b e e n  m a nif e st e d  b y  
t h e t hi n g s w hi c h  w e  h a v e  w ritt e n.  ( Et h e r 
2: 8- 1 2.)

E c o n o mi c  pr os p erit y d uri n g p eri o d's  
of  hi g h  n ati o n al  s pirit u alit y

T h e  r e a d er of t h e B o o k  of M or -
m o n  f or t h e first ti m e is li k el y t o r e-
m e m b er  t h e a c c o u nts of ar m e d c o n -
fli ct a n d t h e m o v e m e nts  of p e o pl es  
a n d q uit e  o v erl o o k  t h e l o n g p eri o ds  
of  p e a c e  a n d pr os p erit y  t h at ar e p or -
tr a y e d. T w o  of  t h e l o n g est p eri o ds  of  
p e a c e r e c or d e d i n hist or y  ar e f o u n d 
i n t h e J ar e dit e r e c or d. O n e  of t h es e 
l ast e d m or e  t h a n t w o h u n dr e d  a n d  
fift y y e ars. B e gi n ni n g  wit h  t h e r ei g n 
of o n e  Ki n g  E m er,  t h e n ati o n c ar e -
f ull y o b e y e d t h e will  of G o d,  a n d  
“ . . . t h e y b e c a m e  e x c e e di n gl y ri c h.” 
( S e e I bi d., 9: 1 6- 2 3.)

T his  p eri o d  of  p e a c e  a n d  pr os p erit y,  
l asti n g o v er  s e v er al g e n er ati o n s,  c a m e  
t o a n e n d o nl y  w h e n . a n e x -
c e e di n g gr e at  wi c k e d n ess  s pr e a d o v er  
t h e f a c e of  t h e l a n d.” (I bi d., 9: 2 6/)

A  s e c o n d l o n g p eri o d  of  p e a c e  a n d  
pr os p erit y b e g a n wit h  t h e r ei g n of  
Ki n g  L e vi  a n d c o nti n u e d u ni nt er -
r u pt e d f or fi v e g e n er ati o ns. Of  e a c h  
of  t h e m o n ar c hs  d uri n g  t h at r e m ar k-
a bl e p eri o d M or o ni  st at es, “ . . . h e  
di d  t h at w hi c h  w as  ri g ht i n t h e si g ht 
of t h e L or d. ” (I bi d., 1 0: 1 6- 1 7, 1 9.)  
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A n d  n e v e r  c o ul d b e  a  p e o pl e  m o r e  bl e s s e d  
t h a n w e r e  t h e y, a n d  m o r e  p r o s p e r e d  b y  t h e 
h a n d  of  t h e L o r d.  A n d  t h e y w e r e  i n a  l a n d 
t h at w a s  c h oi c e a b o v e  all  l a n d s, f o r t h e L o r d  
h a d  s p o k e n it. (I bi d., 1 0: 2 8.)

Si mil ar  e x a m pl es of t h e r el ati o n-
s hi p of e c o n o mi c w elf ar e  t o s pirit u-
alit y ar e f o u n d i n t h e a c c o u nt of  t h e 
N e p hit es.

T H E  T E N  C O M M A N D M E N T S
T h o u  s h alt h a v e  n o  ot h er  g o ds  

b ef or e  m e.
T h o u  s h alt n ot  m a k e  u nt o  t h e e 

a n y gr a v e n  i m a g e, or  a n y li k e n ess 
of a n yt hi n g t h at is i n h e a v e n  
a b o v e, or  t h at is i n t h e e art h b e -
n e at h, or t h at is i n t h e w at er 
u n d er  t h e e art h:

T h o u  s h alt n ot  b o w  d o w n  t h y-
s elf t o t h e m, n or  s er v e t h e m: f or 
I t h e L or d  t h y G o d  a m a j e al o us 
G o d,  visiti n g t h e i ni q uit y of t h e 
f at h ers u p o n  t h e c hil dr e n  u nt o  t h e 
t hir d a n d f o urt h g e n er ati o n of  
t h e m t h at h at e m e;

A n d  s h e wi n g m er c y  u nt o  t h o u-
s a n ds of  t h e m t h at l o v e m e,  a n d  
k e e p m y  c o m m a n d m e nts.

T h o u  s h alt n ot  t a k e t h e n a m e  
of  t h e L or d  t h y G o d  i n v ai n;  f or 
t h e L or d  will  n ot  h ol d  hi m  g uilt -
l ess t h at t a k et h his  n a m e  i n v ai n.

R e m e m b er  t h e s a b b at h d a y, t o 
k e e p  it h ol y.

Si x  d a ys  s h alt t h o u l a b o ur, a n d 
d o  all t h y w or k:

B ut  t h e s e v e nt h d a y  is t h e s a b-
b at h  of  t h e L or d  t h y G o d;  i n it 
t h o u s h alt n ot  d o  a n y  w or k,  t h o u, 
n or t h y s o n, n or t h y d a u g ht er,  
t h y m a ns er v a nt,  n or t h y m ai d -
s er v a nt, n or t h y c attl e, n or t h y 
str a n g er t h at is wit hi n  t h y g at es:

F or  i n si x d a ys  t h e L or d  m a d e  
h e a v e n a n d e art h, t h e s e a, a n d  
all t h at i n t h e m is, a n d r est e d 
t h e s e v e nt h d a y: w h er ef or e  t h e 
L or d bl ess e d t h e s a b b at h d a y,  
a n d h all o w e d  it.

H o n o ur  t h y f at h er a n d t h y 
m ot h er:  t h at t h y d a ys m a y  b e  
l o n g u p o n t h e l a n d w hi c h  t h e 
L or d  t h y G o d  gi v et h  t h e e.

T h o u  s h alt n ot  kill.
T h o u  s h alt n ot c o m mit a d ult -

er y.
T h o u  s h alt n ot  st e al.
T h o u  s h alt n ot  b e ar  f als e wit -

n ess  a g ai nst t h y n ei g h b o ur.
T h o u  s h alt n ot  c o v et  t h y n ei g h -

b o ur ’s h o us e,  t h o u s h alt n ot  c o v et  
t h y n ei g h b o ur ’s wif e,  n or his  
m a ns er v a nt,  n or  his  m ai ds er v a nt,  
n or  his  o x, n or  his ass, n or  a n y  
t hi n g t h at is t h y n ei g h b o ur ’s.

( E x o d us, 2 0: 3- 1 7.)

T h e  gr e at  l e a d er N e p hi  r e c or ds:

A n d  all t h o s e w h o  w e r e  wit h  m e  di d 
t a k e u p o n  t h e m t o c all t h e m s el v e s t h e p e o-

pl e  of  N e p hi.
A n d  w e  di d o b s e r v e t o k e e p t h e j u d g-

m e nt s,  a n d t h e st at ut e s, a n d t h e c o m m a n d -
m e nt s  of  t h e L or d  i n all t hi n g s, a c c o r di n g  
t o t h e l a w of  M o s e s.

A n d  t h e L o r d  w a s  wit h  u s;  a n d w e  di d  
p r o s p e r  e x c e e di n gl y; f o r w e  di d  s o w s e e d,  
a n d w e  di d  r e a p a g ai n i n a b u n d a n c e. A n d  
w e  b e g a n  t o r ai s e fl o c k s, a n d  h e r d s,  a n d  a ni -
m al s  of  e v e r y  ki n d.  (II N e p hi  5: 9- 1 1.)

Of  a p orti o n  of  t h e p eri o d  of  Al m a,  
M or m o n  writ es:

A n d  n o w, b e c a u s e of t h e st e a di n e s s of  
t h e c h u r c h t h e y b e g a n  t o b e  e x c e e di n g ri c h,  
h a vi n g  a b u n d a n c e of  all t hi n g s w h at s o e v e r  
t h e y st o o d i n n e e d — ‘a n d  a b u n d a n c e  of  fl o c k s 
a n d h e r d s, a n d f atli n g s of  e v e r y ki n d, a n d  
al s o a b u n d a n c e of  g r ai n, a n d of  g ol d, a n d  
of  sil v e r, a n d of  p r e ci o u s  t hi n g s, a n d a b u n -
d a n c e  of  sil k a n d  fi n e-t wi n e d li n e n, a n d all  
m a n n e r  of  g o o d  h o m el y  cl ot h. ( Al m a 1: 2 9.)

C o n c er ni n g  t h e p eri o d n e ar t h e 
cl os e of H el a m a n ’s lif e, M or m o n  
c o ul d a g ai n r e c or d:

A n d  t h e p e o pl e  of  N e p hi  b e g a n  t o p r o s p e r  
a g ai n i n t h e l a n d, a n d b e g a n  t o m ulti pl y  
a n d t o w a x  e x c e e di n g st r o n g a g ai n i n t h e 
l a n d. A n d  t h e y b e g a n t o g r o w e x c e e di n g  
ri c h.

B ut  n ot wit h st a n di n g  t h ei r ri c h e s, o r  t h ei r 
st r e n gt h, o r t h ei r p r o s p e rit y,  t h e y w e r e  n ot  
lift e d u p  i n t h e p ri d e  of  t h ei r e y e s; n eit h e r  
w e r e  t h e y sl o w t o r e m e m b e r t h e L o r d  t h ei r 
G o d;  b ut t h e y di d  h u m bl e  t h e m s el v e s e x-
c e e di n gl y b ef o r e  hi m. (I bi d., 6 2: 4 8- 4 9.)

O n e  of  t h e gr e at est  p eri o ds  of  pr os -
p erit y  r e c or d e d b y  m a n  f oll o w e d t h e 
a d v e nt of C hrist  t o t h e A m eri c a n  
c o nti n e nt. His  c o mi n g  a n d  his  t e a c h-
i n gs t ur n e d a  w h ol e  p e o pl e  i nt o w a ys  
of  ri g ht e o us n ess a n d  p e a c e.  T h e  r es ult 
w as  t h e g ol d e n  er a of  N e p hit e  ci vili -
z ati o n. W e  r e a d:

A n d  it c a m e t o p a s s i n t h e t hi rt y a n d  
si xt h y e a r, t h e p e o pl e w e r e  all c o n v e rt e d  
u nt o t h e L o r d,  u p o n all t h e f a c e of t h e 
l a n d, b ot h N e p hit e s  a n d L a m a nit e s, a n d  
t h e r e w e r e  n o  c o nt e nti o n s a n d di s p ut ati o n s  
a m o n g  t h e m, a n d  e v e r y m a n  di d  d e al  j u stl y 
o n e  wit h  a n ot h e r. . . .

A n d  t h e L o r d  di d  p r o s p e r  t h e m e x c e e di n g -
l y i n t h e l a n d; y e a, i n s o m u c h t h at t h e y di d  
b uil d citi e s a g ai n w h e r e  t h e r e h a d b e e n  
citi e s b u r n e d.  . . .

A n d  n o w,  b e h ol d,  it c a m e t o p a s s  t h at t h e 
p e o pl e  of N e p hi  di d  w a x  st r o n g, a n d di d  
m ulti pl y  e x c e e di n gl y f a st, a n d b e c a m e a n  
e x c e e di n gl y f ai r a n d d eli g ht s o m e  p e o pl e.

A n d  t h e y w e r e  m a r ri e d,  a n d  gi v e n  i n m a r -
ri a g e, a n d w e r e  bl e s s e d a c c o r di n g t o t h e 
m ultit u d e  of t h e p r o mi s e s  w hi c h  t h e L o r d  
h a d  m a d e  u nt o  t h e m.

A n d  t h e y di d n ot  w al k  a n y m o r e  aft e r  
t h e p e rf o r m a n c e s  a n d  o r di n a n c e s  of  t h e l a w 
of  M o s e s;  b ut  t h e y di d  w al k  aft e r t h e c o m -
m a n d m e nt s  w hi c h  t h e y h a d  r e c ei v e d f r o m 

( C o nti n u e d o n p a g e 1 7 6)
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T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  S P E A K S

C L E A N  

t h e e a s y  w a y!

6 5  W E S T  FI R S T  S O U T H

— a n d  B e n n ett' s  Br a n c h e s  a n d D e al er s  
t hr o u g h o ut t h e I nt er m o u nt ai n R e gi o n.

1 7 6

( C o nti n u e d, f r o m p a g e 1 6 1)  

t h ei r L o r d a n d t h ei r G o d,  c o nti n ui n g i n 
f a sti n g a n d p r a y e r, a n d i n m e eti n g  t o-
g et h e r oft b ot h t o p r a y  a n d t o h e a r  t h e 
w o r d  of  t h e L o r d.

A n d  it c a m e t o p a s s t h at t h e r e w a s  n o  
c o nt e nti o n a m o n g all t h e p e o pl e,  i n all  t h e 
l a n d; b ut t h e r e w e r e  mi g ht y  mi r a cl e s  
w r o u g ht  a m o n g t h e di s ci pl e s  of  J e s u s . . .

A n d  it c a m e t o p a s s t h at t h e r e w a s  n o  
c o nt e nti o n i n t h e l a n d, b e c a u s e  of  t h e l o v e

£

of  G o d  w hi c h  di d  d w ell  i n t h e h e a rt s  of  t h e 

p e o pl e.

A n d  t h e r e w e r e  n o  e n v yi n g s, n or  st rif e s,  
n o r t u m ult s, n o r w h o r e d o m s,  n o r l yi n g s, 
n or  m u r d e r s,  n o r  a n y  m a n n e r  of  l a s ci vi o u s-
n e s s;  a n d s u r el y t h e r e c o ul d n ot  b e  a h a p -
pi e r  p e o pl e  a m o n g all t h e p e o pl e  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  c r e at e d b y  t h e h a n d  of  G o d.

T h e r e  w e r e  n o r o b b e r s, n o r m u r d e r e r s,  
n eit h e r  w e r e  t h e r e L a m a nit e s,  n or  a n y  m a n -
n e r  of  -it e s; b ut  t h e y w e r e  i n o n e,  t h e c hil-
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W e  W a nt ?
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$

^ l m os t all of us c o ul d c o m e cl os er t o h a vi n g  w h at  w e  
w a nt,  if w e  w er e  s ur e w e  k n e w  w h at  w e  w a nt e d.  Of  

c o urs e w e  k n o w w e  w a nt  t h e “ h a p pi n ess ” t h at w e  h a v e  
b e e n  wis hi n g  o n e  a n ot h er, a n d “ p e a c e ” a n d “ pl e nt y ” — a n d  
s o m e ot h er  t hi n gs t h at p er h a ps  w e  c o ul d c all b y  n a m e. B ut  
w e  m ust  a ns w er t h es e q u esti o ns  als o: W h at  w o ul d  m a k e  us 
h a p p y ? W h at  w o ul d  gi v e  us  p e a c e ? H o w  m u c h  w o ul d  w e 
n e e d  t o h a v e  b ef or e  w e  t h o u g ht w e  h a d  “ pl e nt y ” ? P er h a ps  
w e  c o ul d a ns w er b y p oi nti n g t o p e o pl e w h o  s e e m t o h a v e  
w h at  w e  t hi n k w e  w a nt.  B ut  t h e y ar e n ’t al w a ys h a p p y  
eit h er. A n d  if w h at  t h e y h a v e d o es n ’t m a k e  t h e m h a p p y,  
h o w  c a n  w e  b e  s o s ur e t h at it w o ul d  m a k e  us  h a p p y ? S o m e -
ti m es w e  s et o ur  h e arts  o n  u n ess e nti al  t hi n gs a n d t hi n k w e  
c a n ’t b e  h a p p y  u nl ess  w e  h a v e  t h e m. A n d  if o ur  mi n ds  ar e  
fi x e d i n a f als e dir e cti o n,  p er h a ps  w e  c a n ’t. B ut  m a n y  t hi n g s 
w e  o n c e  t h o u g ht w e  w a nt e d,  w e  s o o n tir e d of aft er w e  g ot 
t h e m. A n d  e v e n if w e  d o n ’t tir e of t h e m, e v e n if w e  us e  
a n d a p pr e ci at e t h e m, oft e n  t h e y d o n ’t m a k e  t h e diff er e n c e  
b et w e e n h a p pi n ess a n d u n h a p pi n ess. It is n’t t h at h a vi n g  
t hi n gs is a b arri er  t o h a p pi n ess. It’s j ust t h at s o m e of t h e 
t hi n gs w e  t hi n k w e  w a nt  d o n ’t m a k e  as m u c h  diff er e n c e  
as w e  t h o u g ht t h e y w o ul d.  I n t his bl ess e d  l a n d w e  li v e i n, 
t h e e art h is pr o vi d e nt;  o ur  c o mf orts, o ur  l u x uri es, o ur  c o n -
v e ni e n c es  ar e pr o v er bi al. B ut  e v e n t h o u g h t h e r e aliti es w e  
h a v e  i n o ur  h a n ds ar e m u c h  m or e  t h a n ki n gs c o ul d o n c e  
h a v e  h a d — c a n  a n y o n e h o n estl y  s a y t h at p e o pl e  ar e h a p pi er  
t h a n t h e y e v er w er e ?  A n d  y et  ot h ers  l o o k at us a n d s a y,  
“ If w e  h a d  w h at  t h e y h a v e,  w e  w o ul d  b e  h a p p y. ” P er h a ps  
it w as n ’t i nt e n d e d t h at c o m pl et e c o nt e nt m e nt s h o ul d c o m e  
i n t his lif e. P er h a ps  t h e r e a c hi n g a n d t h e s e ar c hi n g w er e  
m e a nt  t o b e  s o. B ut  t h os e w h o  c o m e cl os est t o h a p pi n ess  
ar e t h os e w h o  k n o w  w h at  t h e y w a nt  a n d ar e o n  t h eir w a y;  
w h o  h a v e  s o m e g o o d  g o al  a n d  ar e  willi n g  t o w or k  f or it, a n d  
w h o  h a v e  a s ettl e d f ait h i n di vi n e  pl a n  a n d p ur p os e — f ait h 
i n a n  ulti m at el y  w ort h- w hil e  e n d, t h at h el ps  t h e m t o s ur vi v e 
t h e i nt er v e ni n g s h o c ks. A n d  p er h a ps  m or e  p e o pl e  ar e u n -
h a p p y  b e c a us e  t h e y d o n ’t k n o w  w h er e  t h e y’r e g oi n g  or  w h at  
t h e y w a nt  t h a n b e c a us e t h e y c a n ’t h a v e w h at  t h e y w a nt.

‘X  S p o L n W or d "  F R O M  T E M P L E S Q U A R E  

P R E S E N T E D  O V E R  K S L  A N D  T H E  C O L U M BI A  B R O A D C A S TI N G  

S Y S T E M, J A N U A R Y 6, 1 9 5 2
C o p yri g ht,  1 9 5 2
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dren of Christ, and heirs to the kingdom 
of God.

And how blessed were they! For the Lord 
did bless them in all their doings; yea, even 
they were blessed and prospered until an 
hundred and ten years had passed away; 
and the first generation from Christ had 
passed away, and there was no contention 
in all the land. (IV Nephi 1:2, 7, 10-13, 
15-18.)

Why righteous peoples prosper
The reason why h nation existing 

on a high spiritual level prospers 
should be obvious: The wealth pro-
duced is used for beneficial things 
and not wasted and destroyed. The 
Prophet Alma makes an observation 
in his time that strikes at the heart 
of the matter:

For those who did not belong to their 
church did indulge themselves in sorceries, 
and in idolatry or idleness, and in babblings, 
and in envyings and strife; wearing costly 
apparel; being lifted up in the pride of their 
own eyes; lying, thieving, robbing, com-
mitting whoredoms, and murdering, and all 
manner of wickedness. (Alma 1:32.)

In the following account Enos 
shows what may happen to a nation 
that turns from God:

And I bear record that the people of Ne-
phi did seek diligently to restore the La-
manites unto the true faith in God. But 
our labors were vain; their hatred was fixed, 
and they were led by their evil nature that 
they became wild, and ferocious, and a 
bloodthirsty people, full of idolatry and 
filthiness; feeding upon beasts of prey; dwell-
ing in tents, and wandering about in the 
wilderness with a short skin girdle about 
their loins and their heads shaven; and 
their skill was in the bow, and in the 
cimeter, and the ax. And many of them did 
eat nothing save it was raw meat; and 
they were continually seeking to destroy us. 
(Enos 1:20.)

The distrust and insecurity that 
come to a nation that forgets God 
are observed by Moroni in his study 
of the Jaredite nation. The follow-
ing observation of one period of the 
Jaredite history should be a warning 
to all nations of our time:

And now there began to be a great curse 
upon all the land because of the iniquity of 
the people, in which, if a man should lay 
his tool or his sword upon his shelf, or upon 
the place whither he would keep it, behold, 
upon the morrow, he could not find it, so 
great was the curse upon the land.

Wherefore every man did cleave unto that 
which was his own, with his hands, and 
would not borrow neither would he lend; 
and every man kept the hilt of his sword in 
his right hand, in the defence of his prop-
erty and his own life and of his wives and 
children. (Ether 14:1-2.)

We may not think that such a 
situation is possible in our fair land, 

(Concluded on page 178)
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SEE WHY FARMERS SAY IT'S THE

LIGHTEST RUNNING
FORAGE HARVESTER

Take a look at a Case Forage Harvester. Turn the knife-wheel pulley 
by hand. Notice how easy it turns, how it keeps on going. This easy- 
rolling wheel is just one of the many things that make Case "the 
Lightest Running Forage Harvester.” Anti-friction bearings, oil-bath 
gears, high-strength steels for light weight, simple design with few 
moving parts—all leave extra power for cutting extra tons every day. 
Both Standard and Long-Cut models use interchangeable row-crop, 
windrow pick-up, and cutter-bar units. Both do good work with a full 
2-plow tractor, have strength and capacity to make use of 5-plow power. 
Engine attachment available.

SlND TOR Till TULL STORY
You don't have to shut 
down in the field, waiting 
for the Case Forage Blower 
to catch up. It puts surpris-
ing tonnage into tall silos, 
with moderate power. Has 
reliable safety features, 
spring-hinged hopper. Au-
tomatic unloader available 
for false-endgate wagons. 
Works fine as grain blower, 
too. Get full details from 
your Case dealer.

Case builds 25 great tractors and a full line of 
farm machines. Mark or write in margin those 
you may need. Mail coupon to J. I. Case Co., 
Dept. C-44, Racine, Wis.

OLong-Cut Forage 
Harvester 

□Standard-Cut 
Harvester 

□Forage Blower

□Automatic Baler
□Self-Propelled

Combines 
□Pull-Type 
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It’s E A S Y

T O  P L A Y...

It’s j ust “ n at ur al ” f or a n y -

o n e  us e d  t o a pi a n o  or  or -

g a n t o q ui c kl y g et t h e 

“ f e el” of C o n n  s o n at a.  

E v er yt hi n g is w h er e  it 

s h o ul d b e . . . e v e n i n e x- 

p eri e n c e d  h a n ds  e asil y  

l e ar n t o “ m a k e  m usi c ”  r e a d-

il y. S e e  it y o urs elf. C all  

9- 7 6 3 3  or  writ e  f or d e m o n -

str ati o n. N o  o bli g ati o n.  T h e  

C o n ns o n at a  is i d e al f or 

c h ur c h es a n d h o m es.

4 5- 4 7  S o ut h  M ai n,  S alt  L a k e

1 4 5  N ort h  U ni v er sit y,  Pr o v o

N E W E S T - FI N E S T
A U T O  F A CI LI TI E S

U s e  o ur

B U D G E T  P L A N
O N  M A J O R  R E P AI R S

N E W  O R  R E B UI L T  M O T O R S

N ot hi n g  D o w n — 1 2  M o nt h s  t o P a y

J. C.  B U R G E S S  C O.
D o w nt o w n  —  S alt  L a k e  Cit y

D O D G E  a n d  P L Y M O U T H

1 0 0 0  S o ut h  M ai n  Str e et

1 7 8

T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  S P E A K S
( C o n cl u d e d f r o m p a g e  1 6 1)  

b ut  s o m e of t h e fr o nt p a g es of o ur  
n e ws p a p ers  ar o us e d ar k  f or e b o di n gs.

Ri c h es  d o n ot  m e a n  s pirit u al d e cli n e
C o ntr ar y  t o t h e pr e v aili n g p oi nt  

of vi e w, ri c h es d o n ot n e c ess aril y  
bri n g a b o ut s pirit u al d e cli n e. T h e  
n ati o ns of E ur o p e  i m p o v eris h e d b y  
w ar  h a v e  s uff er e d a gr e at er  s pirit u al  
d e cli n e  t h a n h a v e  t h e n ati o ns  w hi c h  
r et ai n e d t h eir pr os p erit y. T h e  B o o k  
of  M or m o n  b e ars  wit n ess  t o t h e s a m e  
t hi n g. C o nsi d er  t h e l o n g p eri o ds  of  
pr os p erit y  a n d ri g ht e o us n ess r ef err e d 
t o a b o v e. A n d  list e n t o t his o bs er v a -
ti o n of  M or m o n  a b o ut t h e N e p hit es  
i n t h e d a ys  of  Al m a:

A n d  t h u s, i n t h ei r p r o s p e r o u s ci r c u m -
st a n c e s, t h e y di d  n ot  s e n d a w a y a n y w h o  
w e r e  n a k e d,  o r t h at w e r e  h u n g r y,  o r t h at 
w e r e  at hi r st, o r  t h at w e r e  si c k, o r  t h at h a d  

n ot  b e e n  n o u ri s h e d;  a n d t h e y di d  n ot  s et  
t h ei r h e a rt s u p o n ri c h e s; t h e r ef o r e t h e y 
w e r e  li b e r al t o all, b ot h ol d a n d y o u n g,  
b ot h  b o n d  a n d  f r e e, b ot h  m al e  a n d f e m al e, 
w h et h e r  o ut  of  t h e c h u r c h o r  i n t h e c h u r c h,  
h a vi n g n o  r e s p e ct t o p e r s o n s  a s t o t h o s e 
w h o  st o o d i n n e e d.

A n d  t h u s t h e y di d p r o s p e r  a n d b e c o m e  
f a r m o r e  w e alt h y  t h a n t h o s e w h o  di d  n ot  
b el o n g t o t h ei r c h u r c h. ( Al m a 1: 3 0- 3 1.)

Of  a l at er p eri o d  w e  r e a d:

B ut  n ot wit h st a n di n g  t h ei r ri c h e s, o r  t h ei r 
st r e n gt h, o r  t h ei r p r o s p e rit y,  t h e y w e r e  n ot  
lift e d u p  i n t h e p ri d e  of  t h ei r e y e s; n eit h e r  
w e r e  t h e y sl o w t o r e m e m b e r t h e L o r d  t h ei r 
G o d;  b ut  t h e y di d  h u m bl e  t h e m s el v e s e x -
c e e di n gl y b ef o r e  hi m.  (I bi d., 6 2: 4 9.)  

Pr os p erit y  bri n gs o p p ort u niti es t o 
e x er cis e s pirit u alit y

T h e  N e p hit e  pr o p h ets  di d  n ot  l o o k 
u p o n w e alt h  as a c urs e b ut as a  
bl essi n g  of G o d.  I n t h e h a n ds  of  a  
s pirit u al m a n  it o p e n e d  t h e d o or  of  
o p p ort u nit y  f or s pirit u al e x pr essi o n.  
C o nsi d er  t h e b e a ut y  of t his p hil o s -
o p h y:

T hi n k  of y o u r b r et h r e n li k e u nt o  y o u r -
s el v e s, a n d b e f a mili a r wit h  all a n d f r e e

I F Y O U  L O V E  SI L E N C E

B y  C o u rt n e y  C ott a m

T f  y o u  l o v e sil e n c e, d o  n ot  s e e k t hi s w o o d  
A n d  d o  n ot  s e e k t hi s m o u nt ai n  t h at I 

k n o w,
L e st  t h at w hi c h  si n g s it s s o n g s i n s olit u d e  
E n c h a nt  y o u r  h e a rt  a n d  n e v e r  l et y o u  g o.

S e e k  n ot  t h e p a s si v e  d e pt h  of  s p ri n g-f e d  
p o ol s,

D e e p  w o o dl a n d  p o ol s  w h o s e  m u r m u r  b e c k -
o n s  sl e e p

A n d  s o ot h e s  a n d  r e st s; e x q ui sit e  p e a c e  

wit h  y o u r  s u b st a n c e, t h at t h e y m a y  b e  ri c h  

li k e u nt o  y o u.
B ut  b ef o r e  y e s e e k f o r ri c h e s, s e e k y e f o r 

t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d.
A n d  aft e r y e h a v e  o bt ai n e d a h o p e  i n 

C h ri st  y e s h all o bt ai n ri c h e s, if y e s e e k  
t h e m; a n d y e will  s e e k t h e m f o r t h e i nt e nt 
t o d o g o o d — t o cl ot h e t h e n a k e d, a n d t o 
f e e d t h e h u n g r y,  a n d t o li b e r at e t h e c a p -
ti v e, a n d a d mi ni st e r r eli ef t o t h e si c k a n d  

t h e affli ct e d. ( J a c o b 2 £: 1 7- 1 9.)

Ki n g  B e nj a mi n  a d vis e d t h os e w h o  
c o ul d  n ot  e x er cis e  s pirit u alit y b y  a ct u -
all y gi vi n g  t o ot h ers  t o n e v ert h el ess  
d e v el o p  t h e ri g ht attit u d e,

... all  y o u  w h o  d e n y  t h e b e g g a r,  b e c a u s e  
y e h a v e  n ot:  I w o ul d  t h at y e s a y i n y o u r  

' h e a rt s t h at: I gi v e  n ot  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  n ot,  
b ut  if I h a d  I w o ul d  gi v e. ( M o si a h 4: 2 4.)

T h e  A m eri c a n  n ati o ns  m a y  b e  bl ess e d
T h e  n ati o ns u p o n t h e A m eri c a n  

c o nti n e nt h a v e  a n a b u n d a n c e of  r e-
s o ur c es b ef or e  t h e m. T h e y  o c c u p y  a  
g o o dl y  l a n d. B ut  t h e y c a n n ot  b e c o m e  
tr ul y pr os p er o us  wit h o ut  l o v e of  G o d  
a n d f ell o w m e n  w hi c h  al o n e e n a bl es  
m a n  t o e nj o y t h e fr uits of  his  l a b ors.

R o g er  W.  B a bs o n  r e c e ntl y m a d e  
t his p oi nt e d  o bs er v ati o n:

B ut  w h at  c a u s e s t h e s e fl u ct u ati o n s i n 
b u si n e s s a n d p ri c e s ? St ati sti c s s h o w t h at 
c ri s e s a r e c a u s e d b y  s pi rit u al c a u s e s, r at h e r  
t h a n fi n a n ci al, a n d  p r o s p e rit y  i s t h e r e s ult of  
ri g ht e o u s n e s s r at h e r t h a n of  m at e ri al  t hi n g s. 
T h e s e  s pi rit u al f o r c e s a r e t h e t r u e f u n d a-
m e nt al s  of p r o s p e rit y. ( R o g e r W.  B a b s o n,  
F u n d a m e nt al s  of  P r o s p e rit y,  p.  7 3.)

T h e  w or ds  of M or m o n,  w h o  p er -
s o n all y s a w a ci vili z ati o n d estr o y  
its elf, s h o ul d b e  a c o nst a nt  w ar ni n g:

T h e y  w e r e  o n c e  a  d eli g ht s o m e  p e o pl e,  a n d  
t h e y h a d C h ri st  f o r t h ei r s h e p h e r d; y e a,  
t h e y w e r e  l e d e v e n b y  G o d  t h e F at h e r.

B ut  n o w,  b e h ol d,  t h e y a r e l e d a b o ut b y  
S at a n,  e v e n a s c h aff i s d ri v e n  b ef o r e t h e 
wi n d,  o r a s a v e s s el i s t o s s e d a b o ut u p o n  
t h e w a v e s,  wit h o ut  s ail o r  a n c h o r, o r  wit h -
o ut a n yt hi n g w h e r e wit h  t o st e e r h e r;  a n d  
e v e n a s  s h e i s, s o a r e  t h e y. ( M o r m o n 5: 1 7-  
1 8.)

H a n g s  m y sti c all y  o n  c r a g a n d  c a n y o n  d e e p.  
N o  f a ult y n ot e  di st u r b s  t hi s r h yt h mi c c al m;  
T h o u g h  t h u n d e r h e a d s s plit wi d e,  a n d  wil d  

r ai n s p o u n d;
T h e  s o n g i s s u n g; t h e l y ri c s f o r m a n d  fl o w; 
T h e  s olit u d e i s vi b r a nt  wit h  it s s o u n d.

S e e k  n ot  t h e s e p a s si v e  w a y s,  l e st y o u  s h all  
fi n d

T h at  sil e n c e b r e a k s  t h e h e a rt  a n d  h a u nt s  t h e 
mi n d.
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