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Emily Post said: “Nothing is in
worse taste than forcing any guest
either to take alcohol or else to sit
conspicuously empty-handed.”

They are poor hosts and hostesses
who embarrass their guests. The
hostess who serves liquor at her dinner
table to “liven up her guests” is in-
sulting them. It is as though she were
saying, “I knew you would not be
interesting and sociable without it.”

In Proverbs we read:

“Look not thou upon the wine when

it is red. ... it biteth like a serpent,
and stingeth like an adder.” (Prov.
23:31-32))

“Who hath woe? who hath sorrow?
who hath contentions? who hath
babbling? . . .

“They that tarry long at the wine;
they that go to seek mixed wine.”
(Prov. 23:29-30.)

It would appear now that wine
manufacturers are designing to do
what cigarette manufacturers did in
the past—to bring wine to every table,

in every hospital, in every social
gathering.
General [John J.] Pershing said,

“Drunkenness has killed more men
than all of history’s wars.”

Dr. Sam Morris says, ‘“Murder, rob-
bery, rape, stealing, embezzlement,
graft, pay-offs in political corruption
—these are daily headlines in the
newspapers, . . . liquor is the major
culprit.”

Abraham Lincoln said, “I’d rather
lose my right hand than sign a docu-
ment to perpetuate the liquor traffic.”

The Boston Herald calls the liquor
traffic “the filthiest business in the
world.”

William Gladstone: “The four great
scourges of mankind have been drink,
war, pestilence and famine; and drink
has been more destructive than war,
pestilence and famine combined.”

Recently, the question was polled:
Would you favor or oppose a law
forbidding the sale of all beer, wine,
and liquor throughout the nation? And
it was surprising how many people in-
dicated they would favor such a law.
The pendulum may be about to swing
back the other way.

To Latter-day Saints: The Word of
Wisdom regarding intoxicating drinks
was given in 1833 as a word of wis-
dom; but 18 years later, another
Prophet of God declared it to be a
commandment. All members of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints who drink intoxicating bever-
ages are in disobedience to the com-
mandments of God. There are no
compromises nor half-way measures.

The good people who would like to
protect themselves and their families
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and their neighbors from all of the
corruption that liquor brings instead
of yielding to the opposition could
start to move toward prohibition again.
The Lord says the traffic is evil. Why
will good people be tricked and
deceived?

One cannot touch the liquor traffic
without contamination. It is evil; it
is prostituting the lives of men.

Should we not take the offensive,
and move to eliminate the curse from
our communities? Why stand always
on the defensive while those who have
ulterior motives campaign to make
alcohol more readily available? Are
we involved and beholden because of
our rents, or holdings, or leases, or
conventions, or tourists? Are dollars
so important?

Why do we not close the bars and
taverns? An aroused vote could put an
end to loss and waste and annoyance
and death and suffering from this
source. If no one bought and con-
sumed liquor, there would be no
manufacture nor traffic in it.

Trust Not
the Arm
of Flesh

= In the Book of Mormon the prophet
Nephi exclaims: “O Lord, I have
trusted in thee, and 1 will trust in
thee forever. I will not put my trust
in the arm of flesh; for I know that
cursed is he that putteth his trust in
the arm of flesh. Yea, cursed is he
that putteth his trust in man or maketh
flesh his arm.” (2 Ne. 4:34.)

Prophesying of our day, Nephi said,
“ .. they have all gone astray save it
be a few, who are the humble followers
of Christ; nevertheless, they are led,
that in many instances they do err
because they are taught by the precepts
of men.” (2 Ne. 28:14.)

Yes, it is the precepts of men versus
the principles of God. The more we
follow the word of God, the less we
are deceived, while those who follow
the wisdom of men are deceived the
most.

Increasingly the Latter-day Saints
must choose between the reasoning of
men and the revelations of God. This
is a crucial choice, for we have those
within the Church today who, with
their worldly wisdom, are leading
some of our members astray. Presi-
dent J. Reuben Clark, Jr., warned that
“the ravening wolves are amongst us

A law in Arizona is reputed to make
illegal a bartender’s drinking even in
his own tavern while on duty. If
bankers should not drink, nor doctors,
nor train engineers, nor attorneys, nor
bus drivers, nor airplane pilots, nor
bartenders, nor anyone carrying re-
sponsibility, then why tolerate such a
damaging thing?

Lincoln, in an address to the Wash-
ingtonian Society, said:

“Whether or not the world would
be vastly benefited by the total and
final banishment from it of all intoxi-
cating drinks, seems to me not now
an open question. Three fourths of
mankind confess the affirmation with
their tongues; and I believe, all the
rest acknowledge it in their hearts.”

Let us arouse ourselves and unite to
break the fetters with which liquor
interests have manacled us. The Lord
knew what he was doing when he
commanded men to forgo it.

I pray that we shall have the cour-
age to live his commandments. In the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen. o

Elder Ezra T«fi BENSON

of the Council of the Twelve

from our own membership and they,
more than any others, are clothed in
sheep’s clothing, because they wear the
habiliments of the Priesthood. . . . We
should be careful of them.” (The Im-
provement Era, May 1949, p. 268.)

The Lord does not always give rea-
sons for each commandment. Some-
times faithful members, like Adam of
old, are called upon to obey an injunc-
tion of the Lord even though they do
not know the reason why it was given.
Those who trust in God will obey
him, knowing full well that time will
provide the reasons and vindicate their
obedience.

The arm of flesh may not approve
nor understand why God has not be-
stowed the priesthood on women or the
seed of Cain, but God’s ways are not
man’s ways. God does not have to
justify all his ways for the puny mind
of man. If a man gets in tune with
the Lord, he will know that God’s
course of action is right, even though
he may not know all the reasons why.

The Prophet Joseph Smith under-
stood this principle when he said,
“ . . the curse is not yet taken off
from the sons of Canaan, neither will
be until it is affected by as great a
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power as caused it to come; and the
people who interfere the least with the
purposes of God in this matter, will
come under the least condemnation
before Him; and those who are de-
termined to pursue a course, which
shows an opposition, and a feverish
restlessness against the decrees of the
Lord, will learn, when perhaps it is too
late for their own good, that God can
do His own work, without the aid of
those who are not dictated by His
counsel.” (Documentary History of
the Church, Vol. 2, p. 438.)

The world largely ignores the first
and great commandment—to love God
—but talks a lot about loving their
brother. They worship at the altar of
man. Would Nephi have slain Laban
if he had put the love of neighbor
above the love of God? Would Abra-
ham have taken Isaac up for a sacri-

fice if he had put the second
commandment first?
The attitude of the world is re-

flected in a phrase of falsehood that
reads, “Presume not God to scan, the
proper study of mankind is man.” But
only those who know and love God can
best love and serve his children, for
only God fully wunderstands his
children and knows what is best for
their welfare. Therefore, one needs
to be in tune with God to best help
his children. That's why the Church,
under the inspiration of the Lord,
encourages its members to first look
to themselves, then their family, then
the Church and if need be to other
voluntary agencies to help solve the
problems of poverty, unemployment,
hunger, sickness, and distress. Those
who are not moved by that same
inspiration turn instead to govern-
ment. Such man-made course of
action does little good compared to
the Lord’s approach and often results
in doing great harm to our Father’s
children, even though the intentions
may seem to have been noble.

Therefore, if you desire to help your
fellowmen the most, then you must
put the first commandment first.

When we fail to put the love of
God first, we are easily deceived by
crafty men who profess a great love
of humanity, while advocating pro-
grams that are not of the Lord.

In 1942 Presidents Heber J. Grant,
J. Reuben Clark, Jr, and David O.
McKay warned us about the increasing
threat to our constitution caused by
revolutionists whom the First Presi-
dency said were “using a technique
that is as old as the human race—a
fervid but false solicitude for the un-
fortunate over whom they thus gain
mastery, and then enslave them. They
suit their approaches to the particu-

lar group they seek to deceive.” (7The
Improvement Era, May 1942, p. 343.)

That timely counsel about “‘a fervid
but false solicitude for the unfortu-
nate” could have saved China and
Cuba if enough people knew what the
Communist masters of deceit really
had in mind when they promised
agrarian reform.

Such timely counsel could help save
our country from Communism, as the
same masters of deceit are showing the
same false solicitude for the wun-
fortunate in the name of civil rights.

Now there is nothing wrong with
civil rights; it is what's being done in
the name of civil rights that is
alarming.

There is no doubt that the so-called
civil rights movement as it exists today
is used as a Communist program for
revolution in America just as agrarian
reform was used by the Communists
to take over China and Cuba.

This shocking statement can be con-
firmed by an objective study of Com-
munist literature and activities and
by knowledgeable Negroes and others
who have worked within the Com-
munist movement.!

As far back as 1928, the Communists
declared that the cultural, economic,
and social differences between the
races in America could be exploited
by them to create the animosity, fear,
and hatred between large segments of
our people that would be necessary
beginning ingredients for their revo-
lution.?

Briefly, the three broad objectives
were and are as follows:

1. Create hatred

2. Trigger violence

3. Overthrow established govern-

ment

First, create hatred. Use any means
to agitate blacks into hating whites
and whites into hating blacks. Work
both sides of the split. Play up and
exaggerate real grievances. If neces-
sary, don’t hesitate to manufacture
false stories and rumors about injustices
and brutality. Create martyrs for both
sides. Play upon mass emotions until
they smolder with resentment and
hatred.

Second, trigger violence. Put the
emotional masses into the streets in the
form of large mobs, the larger the
better. It makes no difference if the
mob is told to demonstrate “peace-
fully” so long as it is brought into
direct confrontation with the antago-
nist. Merely bringing the two emo-
tionally charged groups together is
like mixing oxygen and hydrogen. All
that is needed is one tiny spark. If the
spark is not forthcoming from purely
spontaneous causes, create it.
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Third, overthrow established gov-
ernment. Once mob violence becomes
widespread and commonplace, condi-
tion those who are emotionally in-
volved to accept violence as the only
way to “settle the score” once and for
all. Provide leadership and training
for guerilla warfare. Institute disci-
pline and terrorism to insure at least
passive support from the larger, inactive
segment of the population. Train and
battle-harden leadership through spo-
radic riots and battles with police.
Finally, at the appointed time, launch
an all-out simultaneous offensive in
every major city.

Police and national guard units will
never be adequate to handle such wide-
spread anarchy, especially if a large
part of our men and equipment are
drained away in fighting foreign wars.
In self-defense, larger numbers are
brought into fighting on both sides.
The appearance of a nationwide civil
war takes form. In the confusion,
potential anti-Communist leaders of
both races are assassinated, apparently
the accidental casualties of race war.

Time the attack to coincide, if pos-
sible, with large-scale sabotage of
water supplies, power grids, main rail-
road and highway arteries, communica-
tion centers, and government buildings.
With fires raging in every conceivable
part of town, with wanton looting
going on in the darkness of a big city
without routine police protection, with-
out water to drink, without electrical
refrigeration, without transportation or
radio or TV, the public will panic,
lock its doors in trembling fear, and
make it that much easier for the small
but well-led and fully disciplined
guerrilla bands to capture the power
centers of each community. Overthrow
the government! After complete con-
trol is consolidated (and that may
take many months, as in Cuba), only
then allow the people to discover that
it was a Communist revolution after
all.

If Communism comes to America, it
will probably not happen quite like
that. Even though this is the basic
formula used in so many other coun-
tries now part of the Communist em-
pire, there is one very important
difference. In China, in Cuba, and in
Algeria, the segment of the population
that the Communists used as the
“battering ram” of their revolution of
force and violence was the majority
segment. In America, though, the
Negro represents only 10 percent of
the population. In any all-out race
war that might be triggered, there isn’t
a chance in the world that Com-
munist-led Negro guerilla units could
permanently hold on to the power
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centers of government even if they
could capture them in the first place.

It would be a terribly bloody affair,
all Americans suffering mightily but
with Negroes paying the highest toll
in human life. And the Communists
know this better than anyone else.
They do not really expect to take
America with a “war of national
liberation” (which is their term for
internal conquest through force and
violence) unless the aggressive revolu-
tionary force can be broadened to
include not only the minority of
Negroes, but also migratory farm
laborers, the poor, the unemployed,
those on welfare, other minority
groups, students, the so-called “peace
movements,” and anyone who can be
propagandized into mob action against
established government. But unless
and until they can manipulate an
overwhelming majority of the popu-
lation into at least sympathizing with
their revolutionary activities, they will
use violence, anarchy, and sabotage,
not as a means of seizing power, but
merely as a support operation or a
catalyst to an entirely different plan.

In such countries as Czechoslovakia,
the Communists have used an entirely
different method of internal conquest.
Instead of the force and violence of a
bloody revolution (a “war of national
liberation™), parliamentary and politi-
cal means were used to bring about a
more peaceful transition to Com-
munism. The Communist strategists
call this alternate plan a “proletarian”
revolution.}

This plan is as follows: Using
unidentified Communist agents and
non-Communist sympathizers in key
positions in government, in communi-
cations media, and in mass organiza-
tions, such as labor unions and civil
rights groups, demand more and more
government power as the solution to
all civil rights problems. Total gov-
ernment is the objective of Com-
munism. Without calling it by
name, build Communism piece by
piece through mass pressures for
presidential decrees, court orders, and
legislation that appear to be aimed at
improving civil rights and other social
reforms. If there is social, economic,
or educational discrimination, then
advocate more government programs
and control.

And what if riots come? Then more
government housing, government wel-
fare, government job training, and,
finally, federal control over police.
Thus the essential economic and
political structure of Communism can
be built entirely “legally” and in ap-
parent response to the wishes of the
people who have clamored for some

kind of solution to the problems
played-up, aggravated, or created out-
right by Communists for just that
purpose.  After the machinery of
Communism is firmly established, then
allow the hidden Communists one by
one to make their identities known.
Liquidate first the anti-Communists
and then the non-Communist sympa-
thizers who are no longer needed in
government. The total state mechanism
can now openly and “peacefully” be
transferred into the hands of Com-
munists. Such is the so-called prole-
tarian revolution. Such has happened
in other, once free, countries. It has
already started here.

The Communists are not entirely
certain whether force and violence or
legal and political means or a com-
bination of both would be best for
the internal conquest of America. At
first, there was talk of splitting away
the “Black Belt,” those southern states
in which the Negro held a majority,
and calling them a Negro Soviet Re-
public. But, as conditions changed
and more Negroes migrated to the
northern states, they applied this same
strategy to the so-called ghetto areas
in the North. It now seems probable
that the Communists are determined to
use force and violence to its fullest,
coupled with a weakening of the
economy and military setbacks abroad,
in an effort to create as much havoc
as possible to weaken America inter-
nally and to create the kind of
psychological desperation in the minds
of all citizens that will lead them to
accept blindly the application of legal
and political means as the final blow.

Some wonder if it can happen here.
Just take a good look at what has been
going on around us for the past few
years. It is happening here! If it is to
be prevented from running the full
course, we must stop pretending that
it doesn’t exist.

Let us consider some suggestions
for our survival. The hour is late.

The Communist program for revolu-
tion in America has been in progress
for many years and is far advanced.
While it can be thwarted in a fairly
short period of time merely by sufficient
exposure, the evil effects of what has
already been accomplished cannot be
removed overnight. The animosities,
the hatred, the extension of govern-
ment control into our daily lives—all
this will take time to repair. The
already-inflicted wounds will be slow
in healing. But they can be healed;
that is the important point.

1. First of all, we must not place
the blame upon Negroes. They are
merely the unfortunate group that has
been selected by professional Com-
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munist agitators to be used as the
primary source of cannon fodder. Not
one in a thousand Americans—black
or white—really understands the full
implications of today’s civil rights
agitation. The planning, direction,
and leadership come from the Com-
munists, and most of those are white
men who fully intend to destroy
America by spilling Negro blood,
rather than their own.

2. Next, we must not participate in
any so-called ‘blacklash” activity
which might tend to further intensify
inter-racial friction. Anti-Negro vigi-
lante action, or mob action, of any
kind fits perfectly into the Communist
plan. This is one of the best ways to
force the decent Negro into cooperating
with militant Negro groups. The
Communists are just as anxious to
spearhead such anti-Negro actions as
they are to organize demonstrations
that are calculated to irritate white
people.

3. We must insist that duly autho-
rized legislative investigating commit-
tees launch an even more exhaustive
study and expose the degree to which
secret Communists have penetrated
into the civil rights movement. The
same needs to be done with militant
anti-Negro groups. This is an effective
way for the American people of both
races to find out who are the false
leaders among them.

4. We must support our local police
in their difficult task of keeping law
and order in these trying times. Police
should not be encumbered by civilian
review boards, or asked to be social
workers. They have their hands full
just trying to keep the peace. Recent
soft-on-crime decisions of the Supreme
Court, which hamper the police in
protecting the innocent and bringing
the criminal to justice, should be re-
versed.  Persistent cries of “police
brutality” should be recognized for
what they are—attempts to discredit

DYER, Elder Alvin R.

Apostle

= My dear brothers and sisters, it is
most difficult at a time like this to
express one'’s true emotions. As I sat
there since the sustaining of the offi-
cers today, I thought that in every life
there are a number of semaphores of
direction; and rather hastily there
came back to me a few of those sema-
phores which, if I had taken the wrong
turn, most surely would have pre-
vented me from occupying this posi-
tion today.
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our police and discourage them from
doing their job to the best of their
ability.

Salaries should be adequate to hold
on to and attract the very finest men
available for police work. But, in ques-
tions of money, great care should be
taken not to accept grants from the
federal government. Along with fed-
eral money, inevitably there will come
federal controls and guidelines that not
only may get local police embroiled in
national politics, but may even lead to
the eventual creation of a national
police force. Every despotism requires
a national police force to hold the
people in line. Communism is no ex-
ception. Our local police should re-
main free from federal control.

5. Further encroachment of govern-
ment should be stopped and the entire
process reversed. The solution to most,
if not all, of the current problems in-
volving civil rights is less government,
not more.

6. Lastly, we need a vast awakening
of the American people as to the true
nature of the Communist blueprint for
revolution. Considering the degree to
which the controlling influences of the
federal government and many of the
communications media are now fur-
thering this Communist revolution, it
is unrealistic to expect most of our
present leaders or the networks to bring
about this awakening. In fact, they may
be expected to resist it. That means
that individual citizens must stand up
and assume more than their share of
the responsibility. The speaker’s plat-
form, hand distribution of literature,
study clubs, home discussions—all
must be pressed into service. All of us
should read the new book, Communist
Revolution in the Streets, written by
Gary Allen, with an introduction by
W. Cleon Skousen. Each of us must
be willing to discuss the problem
openly with our friends—especially
those of the Negro race.

The success or failure of Americans
of all races to meet this challenge may
well determine the fate of our country.
If we fail, we will all lose our civil
rights, black man and white man to-
gether, for we will live under perfect
Communist equality—the equality of
slaves.

As President McKay has stated, “The
position of this Church on the subject
of Communism has never changed. We
consider it the greatest satanical threat
to peace, prosperity, and the spread of
God’s work among men that exists on
the face of the earth.”

He has also counseled that “next to
being one in worshiping God, there is
nothing in this world upon which this
Church should be more united than in
upholding and defending the Consti-
tution of the United States!” (7he In-
structor, Vol. 93 (1956), p. 94.)

May we unite behind the Prophet
in opposing the Communist conspiracy
and preserving our freedom and our
divine constitution, I pray in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen. 0

FOOTNOTES

’Manning Johnson, now deceased, spelled out this
blueprint in his book, Color, Communism and Com-
mon Sense (Western Island, Belmont, Massachusetts).
Leonard Patterson, Mrs. Julia Brown, and Mrs. Lola-
belle Holmes are currently active on lecture tours
carrying this unhappy truth about the civil rights
movement to as many of the American people as
they can reach.

zThe two classic Communist manuals explaining
this diabolic plot are American Negro Problems by
John Pepper (1928), and The Negroes in a Soviet
America by James Ford and James Allen (1935).
Both were™ published originally by the Communist
Party and may now be obtained as photographic
reprints from American Opinion, Belmont, Massa-
chusetts 02178.

3For detailed understanding of this phase of Com-
munist strategy, the student is urged to research the
party’s official pronouncements on the subject of
proletarian revolution. Perhaps the easiest and best
place to begin, however, is with one of the actual
textbooks used to teach Communist cadres in Czech-
oslovakia. It is entitled About the Possible Transition
to Socialism by Means of the Revolutionary Use of
Parliament, written by Jan Kozak, official historian
of the Czech Communist Party and member of the
National Assembly. Reprints of the pertinent parts
of this textbook may be obtained from the U. S.
Government Printing Office in the form of a govern-
ment pamphlet entitled 7/#e New Role of National
Legislative Bodies in the Communist Conspiracy,
published by the House Committee on Un-American

Activities, December 30, 1961.

Semaphores of Life

These brethren who hear me sing
would not suspect that in my early life
I sang in a quartet: we became pretty
good, to the extent that at the age of
18 we received a contract to go on a
vaudeville circuit to sing for some 42
weeks, and we were all primed for this.
But at this time Bishop Parry of the
16th Ward called me to his office and
said that they wanted to recommend
me to be called on a mission, and, of
course, that was the end of the quartet

as far as I was concerned. I went into
the mission field at the age of 18; and
when I came back, having previously
played some baseball in my high
school years, I was approached by two
or three semi-pro teams who wanted
me to play for them. It was then, be-
cause of my great desire to play base-
ball, that the possibility of making it
a career occurred to me. I signed to
play with one of these teams but soon
found, as I was called to labor in a
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