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> Cji u cl e  t o ( R eli gi o us

L O W E L L  L. B E N NI O N

VI.  T HI N G S  T O  R E P E N T  O F

In  a f ar e w ell m ess a g e  t o his  p e o pl e  
a n d t o all m e n,  First  N e p hi  

writ es  wit h  d e e p  f e eli n g a b o ut t h e 
t hi n gs cl os est t o his h e art w hi c h  
m oti v at e d  his  k e e pi n g  t h e N e p hit e  
r e c or d. H e  t ells us  w h at  t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  ai ms t o t e a c h us.

A m o n g  ot h er  p ur p os es,  ", . . it 
s p e a k et h h ars hl y  a g ai nst  si n, a c c or d ­
i n g t o t h e pl ai n n ess  of  t h e tr ut h.”  
W h e n e v er  pr o p h ets  h a v e  s p o k e n, i n­
t er pr eti n g t h e will  of  G o d  t o m e n,  
t h e y h a v e  f o u n d it ur g e nt  t o s p e a k  
of  m e n ’s si ns. I n b ol d  l a n g u a g e t h e y 
h a v e  e n u m er at e d t h e e vils of  m e n.  
N e p hi  a n d  his  s u c c ess ors i n t h e pr o ­
p h eti c c alli n g r a n tr u e t o f or m. 
T h e y  h a d  m u c h  t o writ e  a b o ut.  F or  
t h os e wit h  e y es t o s e e a n d e ars t o 
h e ar,  t h eir r e vi e w of  t h e s h ort c o m ­
i n gs of  t his a n ci e nt p e o pl e is i n­
str u cti v e. W h at  w er e  t h e si ns of  t h e 
N e p hit es ?  H o w  c o ul d t h e y h a v e  
b e e n  s o p ersist e ntl y  bli n d  t o t h e m ? 
W h at  w as  t h e pr o p h eti c st a n d ar d  
of  t h e ri g ht ? W h at  of  r e p e nt a n c e ?

Sl o w  t o R e m e m b er  t h e L or d

T h e  u n d erl yi n g  e vil a m o n g t h e 
N e p hit es,  o n e  w hi c h  s e e ms t o h a v e  
b e e n  t h e b asi c  c a us e of  all ot h ers,  
w as  t h eir l o v e of  s elf  i nst e a d of  t h eir 
l o v e of  G o d.  L o v e  of s elf l e d t o 

pri d e,  v a nit y,  s elfis h n ess, l ust, cr u el ­
t y, a n d e v e n m ur d er.  T h eir  w h ol e  
p ers p e cti v e  w as  dist ort e d  a n d t h eir 
s e ns e of  v al u es  f als e, b e c a us e  t h eir 
vi e w  of  lif e w as  s o e g o c e ntri c.

T h e  tr ut h of  t h e S a vi or ’s st at e ­
m e nt,  " H e t h at w o ul d  s a v e his  lif e 
s h all l os e it, a n d h e  t h at will  l os e 
his  lif e f or m y  s a k e a n d  t h e g os p el ’s, 
t h e s a m e s h all fi n d it,”  is v erifi e d  i n 
B o o k  of  M or m o n  hist or y. W h e n ­
e v er N e p hit es  li v e d f or G o d,  t h e y 
a c hi e v e d  h a p pi n ess  a n d  p e a c e ; w h e n ­
e v er t h e y f or g ot t h eir M a k er  a n d  
s o u g ht t h e s atisf a cti o ns of t h eir 
o w n s elfis h d esir es, t h e y br o u g ht  
u p o n t h e ms el v es c o nf usi o n a n d  
strif e. Pr e o c c u p ati o n  wit h  s elf as a n  
e n d d o es  n ot  bri n g  p ers o n al  h a p pi ­
n ess. T h e  s elf c a n o nl y  e nj o y f ull 
e x pr essi o n, w h e n  it is c o m pl et el y  
d e v ot e d t o s o m et hi n g hi g h er t h a n 
its elf. S elf- c o n c er n di vi d es a n d  
w e a k e ns  t h e s elf; s elf- gi vi n g m a k es  
o n e  w h ol e  a n d  t h us str e n gt h e ns t h e 
s elf.

T h e  l o v e of  G o d  a n d his  ri g ht­
e o us n ess m a k es  f or s elf-r e ali z ati o n.  
T his  is His  w orl d.  H e  u n d erst a n ds  
its l a ws. T o  f oll o w His  will  is t o 
fit o urs el v es  i nt o a l ar g er w h ol e,  t o 
li v e i n h ar m o n y wit h  t h e w h ol e  
u ni v ers e  of  w hi c h  w e  ar e o nl y  a
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p art. S h o ul d m a n  e x p e ct n at ur e,  
f ell o w m e n, a n d D eit y  t o c o nf or m  
t h eir w a ys  t o his ? Is it n ot  " wis ­
d o m ’s p at h ” f or m a n  t o c o nf or m  
his lif e t o t h e l ar g er w orl d  of  
t h e Cr e at or ?  T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  
a ns w er t o t his q u esti o n  is i nt er est­
i n gl y st at e d.

. O  t h e v ai n n ess, a n d t h e 
fr ailti es, a n d  t h e'f o olis h n ess of  m e n!  
W h e n  t h e y ar e l e ar n e d t h e y t hi n k 
t h e y ar e  wis e,  a n d  t h e y h e ar k e n  n ot  
u nt o  t h e c o u ns el of  G o d,  f or t h e y 
s et it asi d e,  s u p p osi n g t h e y k n o w  of  
t h e ms el v es, w h er ef or e,  t h eir wis ­
d o m  is f o olis h n ess a n d it pr ofit et h  
t h e m n ot.  A n d  t h e y s h all p eris h. ”  
(II N e p hi  9: 2 8.)

Ki n g  N o a h ’s wi c k e d n ess  a n d its 
a c c o m p a n yi n g e vil c o ns e q u e n c es  
w er e  as cri b e d  t o t h e f a ct t h at ". . . 
h e  di d  n ot  k e e p  t h e c o m m a n d m e nts  
of  G o d,  b ut  H e  di d  w al k  aft er  t h e 
d esir es  of  his  o w n  h e art ”

N e p hi,  s o n of H el a m a n,  i n a  
p assi o n at e l a m e nt ati o n, d es cri b es  
m a n ’s n e gl e ct  of  his  M a k er.  M a n  is 
e v e n  l ess t h a n t h e d ust  of  t h e e art h,  
". . . t h e d ust  of  t h e e art h  m o v et h  
hit h er  a n d  t hit h er, ... at  t h e c o m ­
m a n d  of  o ur  gr e at  a n d e v erl asti n g  
G o d. ” ( H el a m a n 1 2: 7.)

“ O  h o w  f o olis h, a n d h o w v ai n,  
a n d  h o w  e vil,  a n d  d e vilis h,  a n d  h o w  
q ui c k  t o d o  i ni q uit y, a n d  h o w  sl o w  
t o d o  g o o d,  ar e  t h e c hil dr e n  of  m e n;  
. . . a n d h o w  sl o w ar e t h e y t o r e­
m e m b er  t h e L or d  t h eir G o d,  a n d  t o 
gi v e  e ar  u nt o  his  c o u ns els,  y e a,  h o w  
sl o w t o w al k  i n wis d o m ’s p at hs!

" B e h ol d, t h e y d o  n ot  d esir e  t h at 
t h e L or d  t h eir G o d,  w h o  h at h  cr e ­
at e d t h e m, s h all r ul e a n d  r ei g n o v er  
t h e m; n ot wit hst a n di n g his gr e at  
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g o o d n ess a n d his m er c y  t o w ar ds 
t h e m; t h e y d o s et at n a u g ht his  
c o u ns els, a n d t h e y will  n ot  t h at h e  
s h o ul d b e t h eir g ui d e. ” ( H el a m a n 
1 2: 4- 6.)

M or m o n  d es cri b es  t h e d e pt hs  t o 
w hi c h  t h e N e p hit es  h a d  f all e n n e ar  
t h e e n d of  t h eir hist or y —  . .
t h o u k n o w est  t h at t h e y ar e  wit h o ut  
pri n ci pl e, a n d p ast f e eli n g; a n d  
t h eir wi c k e d n ess  d ot h  e x c e e d t h at 
of  t h e L a m a nit es. ” ( M or o ni 9: 2 0;  
r e a d t h e e ntir e  c h a pt er.)

" W h er ef or e, br et hr e n, ” writ es  
J a c o b, "s e e k n ot t o c o u ns el t h e 
L or d,  b ut  t o t a k e c o u ns el fr o m his  
h a n d. F or b e h ol d, y e y o urs el v es  
k n o w  t h at h e  c o u ns el et h  i n wis d o m,  
a n d i n j usti c e, a n d  i n gr e at  m er c y,  
o v er  all his  w or ks. ” (J a c o b 4: 1 0.)  
T his  is t h e wis d o m  of  lif e r e c o m­
m e n d e d  r e p e at e dl y i n t h e N e p hit e  
r e c or d. L ess er  a n d s p e cifi c si ns ar e  
a n o ut gr o wt h  of  t his b asi c  e vil of  
f or g etti n g t h e Cr e at or  a n d  his  p ur ­
p os es i n cr e ati o n. L et  us r e vi e w 
s o m e of t h e e vils a n d si ns of  t h e 
N e p hit es.

S o m e  S p e cifi c  Si ns

Pri d e.  C hi ef  a m o n g  N e p hit e  si ns 
w as  pri d e, a pri d e n o uris h e d b y  
l e ar ni n g, pr os p erit y,  a n d  ri c h es.

" B ut w o  u nt o  t h e ri c h, w h o  ar e  
ri c h as t o t h e t hi n gs of  t h e w orl d.  
F or  b e c a us e  t h e y ar e ri c h t h e y d e ­
s pis e t h e p o or, a n d t h e y p ers e c ut e  
t h e m e e k,  a n d  t h eir h e arts  ar e u p o n  
t h eir tr e as ur es; w h er ef or e,  t h eir 
tr e as ur e is t h eir G o d.  A n d  b e h ol d,  
t h eir tr e as ur e s h all p eris h  wit h  t h e m 
als o. ” (II N e p hi  9: 3 0; r e a d als o  
J a c o b 2: 1 1- 2 1 a n d Al m a  5: 2 7- 3 0,  
3 7.)
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Pri d e  is ass o ci at e d  wit h  a m ulti ­
t u d e of ot h er e vils m e nti o n e d  i n 
t h e N e p hit e  r e c or d— wit h  st u b ­
b or n n ess of h e art, c o v et o us n ess,  
e n v y, v a nit y,  wit h  a l o v e of  “ t h at 
w hi c h  h at h  n o lif e” a n d wit h  t h e 
n e gl e ct of  t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  w e  

» s h o ul d l o v e.
" F or b e h ol d,  y e  d o  l o v e m o n e y,  

a n d y o ur  s u bst a n c e, a n d y o ur  fi n e 
a p p ar el, a n d t h e a d or ni n g of  y o ur  
c h ur c h es, m or e  t h a n y e l o v e t h e 
p o or a n d t h e n e e d y,  t h e si c k a n d  
t h e affli ct e d. ” ( S e e M or m o n  8: 3 7.)

". . . O  t h e v ai n n ess, a n d t h e 
fr ailti es, a n d t h e f o olis h n ess of  
m e n!  W h e n  t h e y ar e l e ar n e d, t h e y 
t hi n k t h e y ar e  wis e,  a n d  t h e y h e ar k ­
e n n ot  u nt o  t h e c o u ns el of G o d,  
f or t h e y s et it asi d e,  s u p p osi n g t h e y 
k n o w of t h e ms el v es, w h er ef or e,  
t h eir wis d o m  is f o olis h n ess a n d it 
pr ofit et h  t h e m n ot.  A n d  t h e y s h all 
p eris h.

" B ut t o b e  l e ar n e d is g o o d  if t h e y 
h e ar k e n  - u nt o t h e c o u ns els  of  G o d. ”  
(II N e p hi  9: 2 8,  2 9.)

N e p hi  d o es  n ot  s p e cif y a n y p ar ­
ti c ul ar t y p e of  l e ar ni n g. D o u btl ess,  
h e is c o n d e m ni n g t h e l a c k of  h u-  

(, milit y  i n all  w al ks  of  lif e— e v e n  i n
r eli gi o n a n d i n e v er y- d a y  lif e.

W  b or e d o ms. J a c o b c o n d e m ns  
l ustf ul li vi n g as a n e v e n gr e at er  

f e vil  t h a n pri d e.  It c a n  h a v e  n o  j usti­
fi c ati o n, n ot  e v e n  w h e n  pr a cti c e d  b y  
a D a vi d  or S ol o m o n. ( S e e J a c o b  
2: 2 2- 3 5  a n d 3.)

“ F or  I, t h e L or d  G o d,  d eli g ht  i n 
t h e c h astit y  of  w o m e n.  A n d  w h or e ­
d o ms  ar e  a n  a b o mi n ati o n  b ef or e  m e;
• • *

“ B e h ol d,  y e  h a v e  d o n e  gr e at er  i n­
i q uiti es t h a n t h e L a m a nit es,  o ur

br et hr e n.  Y e  h a v e  br o k e n  t h e h e arts  
of  y o ur  t e n d er wi v es,  a n d l ost t h e 
c o nfi d e n c e of y o ur c hil dr e n, b e ­
c a us e of  y o ur  b a d  e x a m pl es b ef or e  
t h e m; a n d t h e s o b bi n gs of t h eir 
h e arts  as c e n d  u p  t o G o d  a g ai nst  y o u  
. . .” (J a c o b 2: 2 8,  3 5.)

“ O  all y e  t h at ar e p ur e  i n h e art,  
lift u p  y o ur  h e a ds  a n d r e c ei v e t h e 
pl e asi n g w or d  of G o d,  a n d f e ast 
u p o n  his  l o v e; f or y e  m a y,  if y o ur  
mi n ds  ar e fir m, f or e v er.

“ B ut,  w o,  w o,  u nt o  y o u  t h at ar e  
n ot  p ur e  i n h e art, t h at ar e filt h y 
t his d a y  b ef or e  G o d;  . . .” (J a c o b 
3: 2,  3.)

P urit y  of  h e art  is a c hi e v e d  b y  li v­
i n g f or t hi n gs a b o v e s elf— b y  h ol d ­
i n g t h e li v es of  ot h ers s a cr e d, b y  
l o vi n g G o d,  b y cr e ati v e a c hi e v e ­
m e nt  i n w h ol es o m e  e n d e a v or.

T h e  L a w  of  M os es.  T h e  N e p hit es  
w er e  t a u g ht t h e l a w of  M os es  a n d  
e n c o ur a g e d  t o li v e its m or al  t e a c h­
i n gs. L yi n g,  st e ali n g, c o v et o us n ess,  
a n d m ur d er  w er e,  t h er ef or e, c o n ­
d e m n e d. U nli k e  s o m e of  t h eir Is- 
r a elitis h br ot h ers  i n C a n a a n,  N e ­
p hit e t e a c h ers s e e m n ot t o h a v e  
m a d e  t h e l a w a n e n d i n its elf, n or  
di d  t h e y b e c o m e  l ost i n t h e “ l ess er 
m att ers  of  t h e l a w.”  T h e y  w er e  n ot  
p e d a nti c  li k e t h e s cri b es a n d p h ari ­
s e es w h o m  J es us e x p os e d ( M att h e w 
2 3).

N e p hit e  writ ers  r e m e m b er e d t h e 
w ei g hti er  m att ers  of t h e l a w—  
“ j u d g m e nt, m er c y,  a n d f ait h.”  
T h eir  e m p h asis w as  n ot  o n  p ers o n al  
pi et y  s o m u c h  as it w as  o n  s o ci al 
ri g ht e o us n ess. I n t h es e t hi n gs, t h eir 
m ess a g e  is i n h ar m o n y  wit h  t h at of  
J es us a n d t h e pr o p h ets  of  Isr a el.

T h o u g h  t h e y li v e d u n d er  t h e l a w
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of M os es,  t h eir mi n ds  w er e  o n  
C hrist.  S o t h e pr o p h et, A bi n a di,  
c o ul d s a y, " T h er ef or e, if y e t e a c h 
t h e l a w of  M os es,  als o t e a c h t h at it 
is a s h a d o w of  t h os e t hi n gs w hi c h  
ar e t o c o m e. ” ( M osi a h 1 6: 1 4.)

" A n d, n ot wit hst a n di n g w e  b e ­
li e v e i n C hrist,  w e  k e e p  t h e l a w of  
M os es,  a n d  l o o k f or w ar d wit h  st e a d ­
f ast n ess u nt o  C hrist,  u ntil  t h e l a w 
s h all b e f ulfill e d.” (II N e p hi  2 5:  
2 4.)

W h y  M e n  Si n

Si n is m a n ’s c o ns ci o us, willf ul  
f ail ur e t o d o  t h at w hi c h  i n his  h e art  
a n d mi n d  h e  k n o ws  h e  s h o ul d d o.  
Gr e at  e vil c o m es t o us  t hr o u g h o ur  
i g n or a n c e. T his  is u n d erst a n d a bl e  
a n d f or gi v a bl e, e x c e pt w h er e  i g­
n or a n c e  is i n e x c us a bl e. B ut  w h y  d o  
w e  h u m a ns  r e p e at e dl y a ct a g ai nst  
o ur  k n o wl e d g e  a n d j u d g m e nt ?

M a n  w as  s ur el y m a d e  t o b e  o n e  
a n d n ot  a d u pl e x  n or  a m ultit u d e.  
H e  is c o nst a ntl y stri vi n g t o b uil d  
a n d  m ai nt ai n  a s e ns e of  o n e n ess  a n d  
w h ol e n ess  i n his  i n n er lif e. T o  p ar a ­
p hr as e t h e s cri pt ur e, " a mi n d  di ­
vi d e d  a g ai nst its elf, c a n n ot  st a n d. ”  
Si n di vi d es t h e c o ns ci o us lif e of  
m a n;  it pits hi m a g ai nst hi ms elf.  
W h y  t h e n d o es  h e  p ersist  i n u n d er ­
mi ni n g  t h e v er y  t hi n g h e  is tr yi n g 
t o est a blis h — t h e i nt e grit y of his  
mi n d ?

Willi a m  J a m es, o n e  of  A m eri c a ’s 
m ost  cr e ati v e t hi n k ers, e x pl ai n e d  
t h e t e c h ni q u e b y  w hi c h  m a n  d o es  
t hi n gs h e  k n o ws  h e  s h o ul d n ot  d o.  
It is a pr o c ess  of  r ati o n ali z ati o n or  
s elf- d e c e pti o n. W h e n  a p ers o n  d e ­
sir es t o d o s o m et hi n g c o ntr ar y t o 
his  b ett er  j u d g m e nt, h e  d o es  n ot  a d-  
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mit  his d e p art ur e  fr o m t h e ri g ht. 
I nst e a d, h e r ati o n ali z es; h e c ol ors 
t h e t hi n g h e  is d oi n g  t o m a k e  it a p ­
p e ar  ri g ht. H e  fi n ds, i n s h ort, a n  
e x c us e. H e  d e c ei v es hi ms elf l o n g 
e n o u g h t o f oll o w his  o w n  d esir e,  t o 
a c c o m plis h  his  o w n  p ur p os e  d es pit e  
his b ett er j u d g m e nt. B o o ks  h a v e  
b e e n  writt e n  i n r e c e nt d e c a d es b y  
ps y c h ol o gists  a n d m or alists  o n  t his 
art of  s elf- d e c e pti o n.

B o o k  of  M or m o n  writ ers  m ust  
h a v e b e e n r at h er ast ut e o bs er v ers  
of  h u m a n  n at ur e,  f or l o n g a g o  t h e y 
d et e ct e d  t his u ni v ers al  t e n d e n c y of  
m a n  t o bli n d  hi ms elf  t o t h e tr ut h 
i n or d er  t o a c c o m plis h  his  o w n  e n ds  
wit h o ut  l osi n g f a c e wit h  hi ms elf —  
u ntil  t h e d e e d  is d o n e.

N e p hi,  l o o ki n g f or w ar d t o a  
l at er d a y, p er h a ps o ur v er y d a y,  
d es cri b es  t his pr o c ess  of  s elf- d e c e p ­
ti o n:

" A n d t h er e s h all als o b e m a n y  
w hi c h  s h all s a y: E at,  dri n k, a n d  
b e  m err y;  n e v ert h el ess,  f e ar G o d —  
h e will  j ustif y i n c o m mitti n g a  
littl e si n; y e a,  li e a littl e, t a k e t h e 
a d v a nt a g e of o n e b e c a us e of his  
w or ds,  di g  a pit  f or t h y n ei g h b or;  
t h er e is n o  h ar m  i n t his; a n d d o  all  
t h es e t hi n gs, f or t o m orr o w w e  di e;  
a n d if it s o b e t h at w e  ar e g uilt y,  
G o d  will  b e at  us  wit h  a f e w stri p es,  
a n d  at  l ast w e  s h all b e  s a v e d i n t h e 
ki n g d o m  of  G o d.

" Y e a, a n d t h er e s h all b e m a n y  
w hi c h  s h all t e a c h aft er t his m a n ­
n er,  f als e a n d  v ai n  a n d  f o olis h d o c ­
tri n es, a n d s h all b e p uff e d u p i n 
t h eir h e arts,  a n d s h all s e e k d e e p  t o 
hi d e  t h eir c o u ns els fr o m t h e L or d;  
a n d  t h eir w or ks  s h all b e  i n t h e d ar k. ”  
(II N e p hi  2 8: 8,  9.)
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T h er e  is e v e n a bit  of  h u m or  i n 
N e p hi ’s d es cri pti o n  of  h o w  t h e e vil  
o n e — t hr o u g h t his t e c h ni q u e of  s elf-  
d e c e pti o n — l e a ds us  " c ar ef ull y  d o w n  
t o h ell. ”

" A n d ot h ers  will  h e  p a cif y,  a n d  
l ull t h e m a w a y  i nt o c ar n al  s e c urit y,  
t h at t h e y will  s a y: All  is w ell  i n 
Zi o n;  y e a, Zi o n  pr os p er et h, all is 
w ell — a n d t h us t h e d e vil  c h e at et h  
t h eir s o uls, a n d l e a d et h t h e m a w a y  
c ar ef ull y  d o w n  t o h ell. ” (II N e p hi  
2 8: 2 1.)

S a m u el, t h e L a m a nit e  pr o p h et,  
als o c alls t h e att e nti o n of  t h e N e-  
p hit es t o a n ot h er tri c k of s elf­
d e c eit — t h at of e v a di n g r es p o nsi­
bilit y  a n d tr ut h i n t h e pr es e nt,  b y  
r ef erri n g t o t h at w hi c h  o n e  w o ul d  
h a v e  d o n e  i n a n ot h er  cir c u mst a n c e.

" A n d n o w  w h e n  y e  t al k, y e  s a y: 
If o ur  d a ys  h a d  b e e n  i n t h e d a ys  of  
o ur f at h ers of  ol d, w e  w o ul d  n ot  
h a v e  sl ai n t h e pr o p h ets;  w e  w o ul d  
n ot  h a v e  st o n e d  t h e m, a n d  c ast  t h e m 
o ut.

" B e h ol d y e  ar e w ors e  t h a n t h e y; 
f or as t h e L or d  li v et h, if a pr o p h et  
c o m e  a m o n g  y o u  a n d  d e cl ar et h  u nt o  
y o u  t h e w or d  of  t h e L or d,  w hi c h  
t estifi et h of  y o ur  si ns a n d  i ni q uiti es, 
y e ar e a n gr y wit h  hi m, a n d c ast  
hi m  o ut  a n d  s e e k all  m a n n er  of  w a ys  
t o d estr o y  hi m; y e a,  y o u  will  s a y 
t h at h e  is a f als e pr o p h et,  a n d t h at 

. h e is a si n n er, a n d  of  t h e d e vil,  b e ­
c a us e h e  t estifi et h t h at y o ur  d e e ds  
ar e e vil. ” ( H el a m a n 1 3: 2 5, 2 6;  
r e a d als o v ers es  2 7- 2 9.)

M or o ni  als o f or es e es o ur  h a bit  of  
r ati o n ali z ati o n w h e n  h e  writ es:

" Y e a, it s h all c o m e  i n a d a y  w h e n  
t h er e s h all b e  gr e at  p oll uti o ns  u p o n  
t h e f a c e of t h e e art h; t h er e s h all 

b e  m ur d ers,  a n d  r o b bi n g, a n d  l yi n g, 
a n d d e c ei vi n gs, a n d w h or e d o ms,  
a n d all m a n n er  of a b o mi n ati o ns;  
w h e n  t h er e s h all b e  m a n y  w h o  will  
s a y, D o  t his, or d o t h at, a n d it 
m att er et h  n ot,  f or t h e L or d  will  u p ­
h ol d  s u c h at t h e l ast d a y.  B ut  w o  
u nt o  s u c h, f or t h e y ar e i n t h e g all  
of bitt er n ess  a n d i n t h e b o n ds  of  
i ni q uit y.” ( M or m o n 8: 3 1.)

T h e  J o y of  R e p e nt a n c e

T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  n ot  o nl y  
d e n o u n c es si n a n d s elf- d e c e pti o n,  
b ut  wit h  e q u al f or c e a n d f e eli n g it 
t e a c h es r e p e nt a n c e— a r e p e nt a n c e 
t h at is i ns pir e d of  f ait h i n G o d  a n d  
a l o v e f or t h e S a vi or.  F or  i ns pir a­
ti o n t o o v er c o m e  e vil a n d si n d o es  
n ot  d eri v e  fr o m e vil  its elf b ut  fr o m 
g o o d.

R e p e nt a n c e  is j ust t h e o p p osit e  
of si n i n m a n y  w a ys.  Si n  di vi d es  
t h e s elf b e c a us e  i n t h e pr o c ess  m a n  
a cts a g ai nst his tr u e c o n vi cti o ns.  
R e p e nt a n c e  u nifi es  t h e s elf b e c a us e  
it is t h e pr o c ess  of  s q u ari n g o n e ’s 
b e h a vi or  wit h  o n e ’s c o n vi cti o ns.  Si n  
bri n gs  wit h  it c o nf usi o n  a n d  w e a k ­
n ess;  r e p e nt a n c e bri n gs  cl arit y a n d  
str e n gt h. Si n  f oll o ws t h e n e gl e ct  
of  G o d  a n d  tr ut h a n d  t h e "l o v e ”  of  
s elf; r e p e nt a n c e is m a d e  e as y b y  
s elf-f or g etti n g l o v e of G o d  a n d  
tr ut h. Si n  bri n gs s orr o w; r e p e nt­
a n c e  bri n gs  j o y.

Al m a,  t h e y o u n g er,  k n e w  fr o m 
e x p eri e n c e t h e s orr o ws of  si n a n d  
t h e s w e et fr uits of  r e p e nt a n c e. I n 
Al m a,  c h a pt er 3 6, h e r e vi e ws t h e 
w h ol e  g a m ut  of  his  e x p eri e n c es t o 
his  s o n, H el a m a n.  ( T h e r e a d er will  
e nj o y t his c h a pt er.)

— m or e  o n  p a g e  2 8 7
2 7 7
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t hr o u g h e v er y st a g e of e d u c ati o n  
n ot wit hst a n di n g  t h e c h a n g es i n t h e 
c o m pr e h e nsi o n a n d i nt er ests of  i n­
di vi d u als.  E v er y  t e a c h er s h o ul d r e­
m e m b er  t h at h e  is t e a c hi n g p ers o ns  
a n d  t h at s u bj e cts, i m p ort a nt as t h e y 
m a y  b e, ar e b ut  m e a ns  of  h el pi n g  
i n di vi d u als t o d e v el o p i nt o m or e  
s er vi c e a bl e, s pirit u all y mi n d e d  m e m ­
b ers  of  t h e c o m m u nit y.  T h e  t e a c h er 
m ust,  t h er ef or e, d o  his  b est  t o u n ­
d erst a n d  t h e m e m b ers  of  his  cl ass —  
t h eir a biliti es, t h eir e x p eri e n c es  a n d  
t h eir s pirit u al n e e ds. T his  m a y  r e­
q uir e  cr e ati o n of  n e w  u n d erst a n d ­
i n gs a n d  n e w  i nt er ests. T h e  s u bj e ct  
u n d er  dis c ussi o n  s h o ul d b e  m a d e  t o 

c o ntri b ut e t o w ar d t his e n d. T his  
c a n b est b e a c c o m plis h e d b y  cl ass  
m e m b ers ’ a cti v e p arti ci p ati o n i n 
cl ass dis c ussi o ns  u n d er  l e a d ers hi p of  
t h e i nstr u ct or. It r e q uir es m or e  
k n o wl e d g e  a n d  t e a c hi n g s kill o n  his  
p art  t h a n d o es  pr e p ar ati o n  a n d d e ­
li v er y of  a l e ct ur e.

W h at  h as t his t o d o wit h  t h e 
J u ni or S u n d a y  S c h o ol ?  If y o u  h a v e  
n ot  r e a d t h e arti cl es  o n  t his s u bj e ct  
i n t h e M a y  I nstr u ct or, i n cl u di n g 
t h e o n e b y  H a z el  W.  L e wis  i n t h e 
J u ni or S u n d a y  S c h o ol  d e p art m e nt,  
d o  s o b ef or e  t h e J ul y f a c ult y m e et ­
i n g.

S U P E RI N T E N D E N T S  O F  W A R D  A N D  B R A N C H  

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L S —

— pl e as e c o nf er i m m e di at el y wit h  t h e st a k e s u p eri nt e n d e nt a n d  
missi o n  s u p er vis or i n r e g ar d t o a l ett er fr o m t h e S u n d a y  S c h o ol  g e n er al  
b o ar d  t o e a c h  of  t h es e offi c ers  as ki n g f or c o- o p er ati o n  of  all offi c ers a n d  
t e a c h ers of  S u n d a y  S c h o ols  i n t h e C h ur c h  i n c arr yi n g  o ut  pl a ns  r e c o m m e n d­
e d f or o bs er v a n c e  of  t h e 1 9 4 9  c e nt e n ni al  of  t h e f o u n di n g of  L att er- d a y  
S ai nt  S u n d a y  S c h o ols  i n S alt  L a k e  Cit y.

T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  

( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 7 7)

T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  r e v e als t h e 
e vils of  a s elf- c e nt er e d lif e. It p or ­
tr a ys m a n ’s n u m er o us si ns w hi c h  
n at ur all y  f oll o w s u c h a  vi e w  of  lif e. 
It d es cri b es  t h e pri n ci pl e  of  r ati o n­
ali z ati o n  or  s elf- d e c eit w hi c h  is e n ­
c o ur a g e d b y pr e o c c u p ati o n wit h  
s elf. It pl e a ds wit h  us  a n d all m e n  
t o r e m e m b er t h e Cr e at or  a n d t o 
w al k  i n wis d o m ’s p at h.  A n d  fi n all y, 

it i ns pir es us t o l o v e G o d,  t h e 
F at h er  a n d  His  S o n,  f or s u c h a l o v e 
bri n gs r e p e nt a n c e a n d s a v es us  
fr o m e vil.

S el e ct e d  R e a di n gs  o n  Si n  a n d  R e ­
p e nt a n c e ’. II N e p hi,  c h a ps. 9 a n d  
2 8;  J a c o b, c h a ps.  2 a n d 3;  M osi a h,  
c h a p. 4; Al m a,  c h a ps. 5 a n d 3 6;  
H el a m a n,  c h a p. 1 3; a n d M or m o n,  
c h a p. 8.

2 8 7
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