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Abstract: "In January there appeared in one of the popular daily journals of San
Francisco an account of what was called "A Remarkable New Version of the Apocalypse
of Abraham," by Professor G. Nathanael Bonwetsch, of the University of Goettingen,
Germany; and then followed a partial translation of the same. In some of its passages the
writer observed many things of a character both as to incidents and doctrines that ran
parallel with what is recorded in the Book of Abraham, given to the world by Joseph
Smith in 1836... The first impulse was to publish so much of the book as the daily paper
referred to had produced, and point out the parallel incidents and doctrines in the Book
of Abraham; but talking the matter over with Elder E H. Anderson (to whom, let us here
say, we have often been indebted for many valuable suggestions in connection with the
publication of the ERA), he suggested that we write and ascertain from Professor
Bonwetsch himself if he had issued such a work, and if so obtain one from him. This was
done, and a translation of the "Revelation of Abraham" is presented to our readers. On
account of its length it has been divided and will appear in two numbers of the magazine,
and will be followed by a third paper the purpose of which will be to indicate the points of
comparison between this translation from the old Slavic manuscript and the Book of
Abraham. It will be in the second paper, that the points of comparison will be most
striking, and we must ask our readers to suspend their judgment as to the value of this
production until the whole of it is before them. It should also be added that how much of
this story from the old Slavic manuscript is tinged with fable and how much represents
the true visions of the patriarch Abraham, as related by himself, we cannot pretend to

n

say.
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