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sealed in a book
preliminary observations on

the newly found anthon transcript

danel W bachman

among the many fascinating and problematical stories of early
church history is the anthon transcript episode the outline of that
story is generally understood by both latter day saints and non
latter day saints interested in mormon history following joseph
smiths reception of the gold plates from the angel moroni in
september 1827 persecution increased forcing the smiths to move
to harmony pennsylvania the home ofofjosephsjosephs wife emma where
the couple initially found the peace and quiet required to begin the
translation joseph tells us that while in harmony he spent his time
from december 1827 to february 1828 copying the characters off
the plates and that he transcribed a considerable number and
translated some with the aid of the urimarim and thummimThummim 1 sometime
in february martin harris a farmer and a benefactor of joseph
smith visited the smiths at harmony one source says that martin
came to harmony in obedience to a revelation 2

martin obtained a copy of some of the characters from joseph
smith and took them to new york for evaluation his account of this
trip is sketchy but historians believe he visited at least three impor-
tant scholars luther bradish dr samuel mitchill and professor
charles anthon professor anthon at columbia college is the only

danel W bachman is an instructor at the logan institute of religion at utah state university
an earlier version of this article was presented 1 may 1980 at the mormon history association convention at
canandaigua new york

joseph smith jr history odtheof the church ofjesusofhesusjesusbejus christ ofoflatterlatterlarrer jayday saints ed B H roberts 22ndandnd cded
rev7revarev 7 vols salt lake city deseret news 193219511932 1951 119 20 hereafter cited as HC

paul R cheesman an analysis of the accounts relating to joseph smiths early visions M A
thesis brigham young university 1965 appendix D p 131
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one who concerns us because he left the only known description of
the document martin harris exhibited 3

until recently historians have had only one manuscript copy and
two printed versions before 1845 of this document to work with the
manuscript copy see figure 1 owned by the RLDS church came in-
to their possession at the turn of the century through the heirs of
david whitmer who owned it along with a manuscript of the book
ofmormon students of this document have been puzzled because it
does not fit anthonsanthensAnthons description yet without a better document
most scholars have been content merely to question anthonsanthensAnthons
memory or motives or to ignore the problem altogether most have
assumed that the whitmer text was the original david whitmer
thought that it was but in april 1980 a new document was
discovered that challenges that priority 4

the two published versions of portions of the document martin
harris took to new york both appeared in 1844 the first version is a
broadside or placard printed in gold on black stock exhibiting three
lines of characters see figure 2 among the few known copies of this
version are two copies in the LDS church archives and a copy in
special collections harold B lee library brigham young universi-
ty A statement in the hand of thomas bullock written on the back
of the broadside in the church archives reads 1844 placard stick of
joseph this was formerly owned by hyrum smith and sent to the
historians office march 22 1860 by his son joseph fielding
smith 5 what appears to be the pencil signature of mary fielding
smith who died in 1852 is also on the back the title of the broad-
side reads the stick ofofjosephjoseph taken from the hand ofofephraimephraim A
correct copy of the characters taken from the plates of the BOOK OF
MORMON was translated from6froma the same that was taken to pro-
fessor anthon ofnew york by martin harris in the year 1827 sic in
fulfillment of isaiah 2911 12 this placard contains characters

astanleystanley3stanley kimball has provided excellent research on the background of the earlier manuscripts and on
martin harriss trip to the east see his the anthon transcript people primary sources and problems
brigham young university studies 10 spring 1970 325 52 1I1 cannot read a sealed book improvement
era 60 february 1957 80 82 104 106 and charles anthon and the egyptian language improvement
era 63 october 1960 708 10 765

413avidavldavid whitmer thought both manuscripts the book of ofmormonmormon and the anthon were originals the
book of mormon manuscript proved to be the printers copy and if the present discovery is the original an-
thon transcript as this paper asserts then he did not possess the originals he thought he did for details about
the donation of the whitmer manuscript to the RLDSRIDSrios church see frederick M smith to john A widstoe
9 may 1941 quoted in ariel crowley about the book ofmormonofmormon idaho city idaho npap 1961 ppap 9 10

5 the stick ofofjosephjoseph broadside library archives of the church ofjesusofjesus christ of latter day saints
salt lake city hereafter cited as church archives and special collection harold B lee library BYU pro-
vo utah see also kimball the anthon transcript p 347

the punctuation here is confusing but the sense is A correct copy of the characters taken from the
plates the book of mormon was translated from the same that was taken an example of how the
punctuation can be misleading can be seen in kimballsKimballs reproduction with an insert of the word ofafter0 after the
word plates ibid
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figure 2 1844 placard stick ofjoseph
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which are on the hofmann document but not on the whitmer text
the broadside most likely was published in early december 1844

by samuel brannan editor of the the prophet a church owned
newspaper in new york city the following announcement ap-
peared in the prophet on 14 december 1844

we have published a very neat specimen of the original characters or
hieroglyphics that were copied from the plates which the book of mor-
mon was translated from and were presented by martin harris to pro-
fessor anthon for translation we have been to some trouble in hav-
ing it en graved sic by mr strong one of the most skillful engravers in
the city of new york those who wish to obtain a copy to preserve as a
memorial can procure them by applying to the prophet office new
york 7

the second version was published on 21 december 1844 by bran-
nan in the prophet see figure 3 it duplicates the same three lines
of characters as the placard but the last half of the third line is in-
verted or upside down and backwards the text printed with the
characters on the broadside was also printed in this second version 88

THE DISCOVERY

in early march 1980 mark hofmann a student at utah state
university and a collector ofofsmithianasmithianasmithionaSmith ianalana and other mormon materials
acquired a 1668 cambridge edition of the bible from a gentleman in
salt lake city hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns interest in the book was aroused by the
fact that the owner said he had purchased it from catherine smith
salisbury s granddaughter who lived in carthage illinois in the
1950s mrs salisbury was joseph smiths sister and her grand-
daughter was mrs mary hancock who assisted cecil mcgavin in the
preparation of his volume on the smith family 9 hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns interest
was further excited by evidence in the bible that it was a smith family

ithe prophet new york 14 december 1844
the prophet new york 21 december 1844 the conclusion that the placard was the source for bran

nans reproduction was first suggested by kimball the anthon transcript p 347 and is here based on a
comparison of the texts the symbols are very similar but of particular note is the unique feature that both
documentsdocuments break off reproduction of the characters of the hofmann and whitmer texts in the middle of
line three after the L shaped character and skip over to the fifth column and include the characters be-
tween the vertical rectangle and the circles brannansbrannannBrannans version as is noted in the text later inverts this portion
which comprises the last half of line three

ae9eE cecil mcgavin the family ofjosephof joseph smith salt lake city bookcraft 1963 ppap 96 97 on
27 june 1980 mark hofmann visited dorothy dean of carthage illinois the daughter of mrs hancock in
an attempt to verify the purchase miss dean was very helpful in checking a handwritten ledger kept by her
eothertothermother ofsomeorsomeof some odtheoftheof the sales transactions miss dean did find an entry for 13 august 1954 that fits the descrip-
tiontion she provided photocopies of the ledger page and a written affidavit to mr hofmann concerning the
transaction dorothy dean affidavit 29 july 1980 original in possession of mark W hofmann copy in
possession of author

supposition of some smith family members in carthage is that catherine smith salisbury inherited the
bible from lucy mack smith the author speculates that the document may have been given to mother
smith by joseph as part of her museum collection and thus was in her possession and became part of
catherines inheritance
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heirloom the front flyleaf has several initials written on it which ap-
pear to be S S 1 I S and perhaps J S inserted in the
center of the bible is a handwritten copy of the entire book of amos
with the signature of samuel smith at the endio see figures 4 and 5
hofmannshoffmannsHofmanns supposition was that this samuel was either the great
grandfather or the great great grandfather of the prophet joseph
smith

although the bible was purchased in march the document in
question was not discovered until 16 april 1980 As mr hofmann
leafed through the bible on that day he noticed two pages at the
beginning of proverbs were partially stuck together the leaves were
open only along their top edges his wife doralee noticed a separate
piece of paper appeared to be pocketed between the pages mr hof-
mann carefully separated the pages and removed the paper

it appeared to be a normal sized page folded in fourths with
some black gluelikegluelike substance holding the document together at the
folds and sticking it to the pages of the bible 11 the paper was fold-
ed in such a way that the signature ofofjosephjoseph smith jr could be seen
on the outside when the paper was removed from the bible the
paper broke at the middle fold to avoid the risk of damaging the
document further mr hofmann took it the next day to the office of
AJ simmonds curator of the utah state university special collec-
tions and archives who helped him separate the glued edges 12

shortly thereafter the document was brought to my office and we
arranged to have dean jessee an expert on joseph smiths hand-
writing examine it on friday 18 april dean jessee gave a
preliminary opinion that it seemed to have the features of a josephajoseph
smith holograph by tuesday 22 april 1980 he was confident

othethe bible is presently housed in the church archives vault
markwark william hofmann finding the joseph smith document ensign july 1980 p 73 this

author is uncertain whether the black substance was glue or sealingscaling wax or something else perhaps we may
never know for don schmidt church archivist said that the substance will be cleaned offwhenoff when the paper is
deacidified

jeff12jeff simmonds who assisted mr hofmann in opening the document the day after it was removed from
the bible has left an erroneous impression in his published account of the matter he said the paper was
carefully folded and one end had been tipped in to the binding originally it was so glued that it could be
easily folded out but over the years the glue which had been used to insert the book ofamosodamosofamos pages into the
binding had oozed through the stitching and had solidly welded the free end of the inserted page to the
glued end making a neat little package being there at the moment of discovery A historians
dream hera4djournallherald journalvalleyJournal zalleyvalley 5 may 1980 p 33.

however simmonds was not with hofmann when the document was removed and apparently was not
aware that the glued side was not in the spine oftheodtheof the bible but in the middle oftheodtheof the page there is no evidence
in the bible or on the document itself that glue from the rebinding seeped out and caused the edges of the
document or the pages of the bible to be sealed examination of the document shows that the two edges of
the paper were intentionally sealed however whether they were glued into the bible intentionally or
whether over the years the glue from the document eventually adhered to the pages of the bible is not certain
at present evidence seems to suggest that the latter is the case it is not likely that someone would ruin an
heirloom simply to preserve the document moreover the glue was not stuck along the entire edge of both
the document and the page in the bible it was stuck only at certain points where it appears there was an ex-
cess of glue
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courtesy ofofafarkmargmark hofmann

figure 4 front flyleaf of 1668 bible showing initials
SSS S 1ISI S and perhaps JSJ S
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courtesy ofofalarkmarfmark hofmannhomi nn

figure 5 handwritten insertion of book of amos signed by samuel smith
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enough to provide a written declaration which said 1I have carefully
inspected the document and conclude that it is a josephajoseph smith
holograph 13

meanwhile mr hofmann was concerned about the preservation
authentication and housing of the manuscript as well as handling
the growing publicity and speculation on tuesday 22 april he
showed the manuscript to several general authorities including the
first presidency of the church and decided to loan it to the church
and to leave it in the custody of the LDS church archives on mon-
day 28 april at a press conference in the conference room of the
church historical department the announcement of the discovery
was made

description OF THE DOCUMENT

the hofmann manuscript see figure 6 is a single sheet that
measures 11 14 by 7 78 inches side one contains characters ar-
ranged in five vertical columns the symbols in the first four columns
are large carefully drawn and quite legible the fifth column is
unique with a long vertical rectangle enclosing two parallel rows of
characters smaller than those in the previous four columns below
the characters are several intricately drawn figures and below these are
concentric circles characters occupy the space between the outer and
inner circles and fill the four compartments of the inner circle the
fifth column ends with a small horizontal rectangle filled with
characters

A handwritten note signed bybyjosephjoseph smith on the reverse side of
the document see figure 7 reads as follows

these caractorscaractors were dilligentlydilligently coppled by my own han-
d from the plates of gold and given to martin harris who took them to
new york citty but the learned could not translate it because the lord
would not open it to them in fulfillment of the propscypropsky of isaih written
in the 29th chapter and lith verse 14

judging by the style and shape of the letters the note was written
with a quill pen or an equivalent the paper and ink seem to be of a
vintage similar to the original book ofmormon manuscript owned by
the church they also match the description of the whitmer text
owned by the RLDSRIDS church 15 the ink has seeped or bled

31eandean jessee statement 22 april 1980 original of statement in possession of mark W hofmann
copy in possession of author

manuscript4manuscript of book ofmormon characters hereafter referred to as hofmann document original in the
church archives vault copies in possession of the author I1 am indebted to mr hofmann for allowing me to
quote from and use this document

smith15smith to widstoe 9 may 1941 in crowley about the book ofmormonof mormon ppap 9 10
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through the paper from one side to the other but not so as to greatly
hinder the readability of the text chemicals in the paper and the
glue have discolored both the manuscript and the bible 16 discolora-
tion and fading have made the joseph smith note difficult to read
apparently the manuscript was in the bible for decades it is brittle
and in danger of breaking into fourths at the folds

EVIDENCE THAT IT IS THE ORIGINAL ANTHON transcript
in addition to paper ink and script comparisons there are other

indications that the document is authentic and is the original an-
thon transcript that martin harris carried from harmony penn-
sylvania to new york in the spring of 1828

foremost is deandeanjesseesjesseesjessesJessees judgment of the handwriting of the
joseph smith note among the details that are characteristic of
joseph smiths handwriting jessee has noted

1 the signature appears to be authentic
2 there are typical misspelling of words such as caractorscaractors

coppiedcoppledcoppicedcoppied citty propskypropscypropscy and isaih
3 there are unique separations ofwords at the end of a line for

example the word handhan d at the end of the first line
4 there is a characteristic formation of certain letters and

words
5 there are also distinctive pen lifts done out of habit as the

writer moved his hand across the page 17

second the document corresponds closely with charles anthonsanthensAnthons
description professor anthon wrote two accounts of martin harriss
visit both accounts are in general agreement and both contain
descriptions of the document martin harris showed him the first ac-
count was written to E D howe 17 february 1834

this paper was in fact a singular scrawl it consisted of all kinds of
crooked characters disposed in columns and had evidently been
prepared by some person who had before him at the time a book con-
taining various alphabets greek and hebrew letters crosses and
flourishes roman letters inverted or placed sideways were arranged in
perpendicular columns and the whole ended in a rude delineation of a
circle divided into various compartments decked with various strange
marks and evidently copied after the mexican calender sic given by

discoloration of the pages in proverbs has left a distinct outline of the position of the transcript in the
bible during the last several decades this is perhaps another important evidence for the authenticity of the
document as itit would be difficult to forge the discoloration in the bible

17nisthis list was compiled by the author from notes taken in several conversations with dean jessee during
the meetings involving the discovery evaluation and public announcement of the document
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figure 6 hofmann document
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figure 7 note written by joseph smith
on reverse side of the hofmann document
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humbolt but copied in such a way as not to betray the source whence it
was derived 18

in 1841 professor anthon wrote the second account to the reverend
TW coit

the characters were arranged in columns like the chinese mode of
writing and presented the most singular medlygedly that I1 ever beheld
greek hebrew and all sorts of letters more or less distorted either
through unskilfulnessunskillfulnessunskilfulness sic or from actual design were intermingled
with sundry delineations ofhalfmoons stars and other natural objects
and the whole ended in a rude representation of the mexican zodiac 19

the hofmann manuscript and the anthon descriptions coincide
first characters are arranged in vertical or perpendicular columns
as anthon notes second anthonsanthensAnthons mexican zodiac or mexican
calendar matches the circle in the lower right corner of the hofmann
sheet third there are more flourishes and roman styled letters
on the new document than on the whitmer text in fact a cursory
look at the whitmer text gives the general impression that numerous
characters are arabic numerals this is not the case with the hof-
mann manuscript professor anthonsanthensAnthons critical eye certainly would
have caught this impression had he been looking at the whitmer
script 20

also noteworthy is the phrase plates of gold in the joseph
smith note phrases such as plates of brass altar of stone
it river of water and plates of gold are found throughout the
book of mormon 21

another phrase contained in the note which bears on the gen-
uinenessuineness of the manuscript is diligently copied the hofmann
document appears to have been executed with much greater care than
used in any of the other three sources there is a marked deterioration
of quality in the whitmer text and the two published versions in-
dividual characters often lack detail particularly in the reproduction
of the smaller and more dense characters from the fifth column in
the hofmann document note the hash marks at the top and bottom
and the dots within the T3 shaped figures in both columns in the
vertical rectangle at the top of the fifth column compare also line

18 18charlescharles anthon to eber D howe 17 february 1834 quoted in E D howe mormonism invadedunvailedsicunvadedsiaslasic
painesvillegainesvillePainesville ohio published by author 1834 ppap 271 72 incidentally B H roberts took some editorial
liberty in reproducing these quotes in A comprehensive history of the church ofjesusof jerasjesus christ oflatterof larrerlatter day
saints century 1 6 vols provo brigham young university press 1965 1100 101

charles anthon to the rev T W coit 3 april 18411841 quoted in john A clarkdarkoark gleanings by the way
philadelphia WJ andjkandja simon 1842 ppap 232 38

20notenote that charles A shook did notice this about the whitmer transcript see charles A shook
cumorah revisited cincinnati standard publishing company 1910 ppap 12 13

setsee 1 nephi 27 514 813 1922 221 and 30 2 nephi 42 and mosiah 2127 2811
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five of the whitmer text with the hofmann manuscript the last two
or three characters in line giverivefive and all of line six of the whitmer text
correspond to the symbols within the four compartments of the inner
circle in the hofmann manuscript much detail is lost in the
whitmer text not to mention loss in elegance and style in the
characters themselves see figure 88.

77

from columns 5 and 6 of the hofmann document

A4 Z i y K 5 f

from line 5 of the whitmer text

figure 8

equally clear is the elimination of the clustering of characters so
obviously noticeable in the hofmann text in addition to the con-
stellationsstel lations created by the rectangles circles and compartments of the
circle there seems to be an intentional grouping of symbols in the
first four columns in the first column for instance one can see five
perhaps six sets five or six in column two four in column three and
two or three in column four these groupings have been ignored in
the whitmer text and the published versions these groupings may
prove to be critical to the translation process

finally several complex or compound characters in the hofmann
text have been transformed in the other versions into two or three and
sometimes more individual characters three examples stand out
first the third character in the second column is clearly a unified
symbol in the hofmann manuscript but is dismembered into four
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separate elements in the other sources compare characters three
through six in line two of the whitmer text and the same in the

I1 74r&
hofmann document whitmer text

published versions A second example is the butterfly shaped figure
in column three just above the center fold of the hofmann
manuscript in the whitmer text this figure has less detail and has
been divided into three elements that look like the number 206 if
the 2 and the 6 were moved over and attached to the 0 the figure

As i
hofmann document whitmer text

would more nearly match the hofmann version A third example in-
cludes the series of elegant symbols between the vertical rectangle and
the circle in column five these are not reproduced at all in the
whitmer text but they are in line three of the printed versions see
figure 99. the graceful symbol at the top has been segmented into
three or four parts in the hofmann manuscript the F shaped
character above the long horizontal line with the nine hash marks
below it is attached to that line forming one large figure however
in the published versions it is split into two this series is upside
down and backwards in the reproduction in the proprophetjethet

j
im nn ww ywaw

hofmann 1844 placard the prophet
document stick ofjoseph 21 dec 1844

figure 9 comparison of symbols
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it is not clear whether this fragmentation process is a case of poor
copying or whether it was someones attempt to study the individual
components of the marks regardless there is a unity to them that
was not known until the new discovery in summary when compared
with the other available versions the hofmann document is its own
proof that it was diligently copied it also becomes its own best
witness that it is the manuscript described by professor anthon and
consequently the original made by byjosephjoseph smith it should be much
more useful in solving the mysteries of translation

the new manuscript also appears to be a source for the other
copies with two exceptions the same symbols appear line for line in
both the hofmann and whitmer manuscripts at the top left of the
hofmann document and on down the column are the same characters
that appear on the top row from left to right of the whitmer text
this pattern holds for the first four columns and rows of the two
documents

scholars have observed that the last three lines of the whitmer
manuscript are much smaller than the first four lines some thought
this was simply a matter of available space however the change in
size is more likely due to the fact these figures are copies of those in
the fifth column of the new document which are proportionately
smaller than most of the other characters on it see figure 10.10io the
two texts match up in the following order for the fifth column
1 the material in the vertical rectangle matches all but the last two
characters of the fifth line of the whitmer text 2 those in the com-
partmentspartments of the inner circle beginning at the top and reading from
left to right are identical with the last portion of line five all of line
six and about one sixth of line seven of the whitmer text 3 the
figures from between the circles beginning with the first one to the
right of the fourth bottom compartment and proceeding clockwise
coincide with nearly half of line seven of the whitmer text 4 the
characters in the horizontal rectangle are the same as the remainder of
line seven 22 note that the large figures between the vertical rec-
tangle and the circle were not included in the list because they are not
on the whitmer text however they are in line three of both 1844
published versions

other details of the hofmann document that are missing are the
last two and one half characters on the bottom of column one 23

these figures are found in the unique UL shaped configuration on

22therhethe author is indebted to mark W hofmann for sharing the results of his research comparing the
documents

231nin july 1980 hofmann visited the RIDS library archives and was permitted to examine the whitmer
text he concluded that the characters had not faded or been broken off but simply were never there
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both published versions at the end of line one see figure 11 final-
ly it is evident that the characters of the printed versions generally
resemble the whitmer text more closely than they do the new
manuscript except for a few details on specific symbols and the
nonrepeatednonrepeaternonrepeated elements mentioned earlier in summary this evidence
points to the conclusion that the hofmann document was the
ancestor of both the whitmer text and the published renditions the
unique features in the printed texts which are not found in the
whitmer text can be explained only by the hofmann document

THE LANGUAGE OF THE characters
the language in which the characters are written has long been of

interest to students of the history of the book of mormon joseph
smith was inclined to allow the book to speak for itself on the matter
moroni said we have written this record according to our
knowledge in the characters which are called among us the reformed
egyptian being handed down and altered by us according to our
manner of speech he said that hebrew was not used because the
plates were too small and he made it clear that none other people
knoweth our language therefore he god hath prepared means for
the interpretation thereof mormon 932 34.3454 this theme was
often repeated in a note accompanying his publication of the title
page of the book of mormon in june 1829 E B grandin said the
book was written in ancient characters impossible to be interpreted
by any to whom the special gift has not been imparted by
inspiration 24 this message was implicit in dacd&c 9 and explains why
oliver cowdery failed in his efforts to translate in 1835 oliver wrote
that the language cannot be interpreted by the learning of this
generation 25 in 1843 joseph smith explained to james arlington

wayne sentinel june 1829 quoted in robert hullinger mormon answer to skepticism why
joseph smith wrote the book ofmormonof mormon st louis clayton publishing house 1979 p 87

25 messenger and advocate 2 october 18318355 198
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bennet that he translated the book of mormon from hieroglyphics
the knowledge of which was lost to the world 26

nevertheless scholars students of the book of mormon and
naysayersnaysayers alike have theorized about the origin of the characters mar-
tin harris asserted that professor anthon told him they were egyp-
tian chaldaic assyrianassyriacAssyriac and arabic 27 anthon on the other hand
described them in his correspondence as anything but egyptian
hieroglyphics to him they looked more like greek hebrew and
roman letters 28

since the early days numerous other hypotheses have appeared
in the early 1940s ariel L crowley found 121 parallels between the
characters on the whitmer text and various forms of egyptian
writing but some were not convinced by his work 29 crowley and
others also observed parallels with mesoamericanMesoamerican scripts such as
mayan one writer even found similarities between phoenician
writings and the characters 30 more recently some mormon scholars
have compared them with a nubian corruption of egyptian called
meroitic 31

in 1910 charles A shook critically described the symbols as
deformed english rather than reformed egyptian and conclud-

ed that the book of mormon was a fraud pawned off by joseph
smith his conclusion was based on his claim that he had found in
the whitmer text all the arabic numerals from one to zero as well as
sixteen parallels to the english alphabet he wrote the fact is that
joseph smith in drawing the transcript employed different kinds
and styles of english letters changing a few of them to make the im-
posture less observable 32

contemporary critics have abandoned linguistics for the occult
dr asael lambert a longtime student ofjosephofjoseph smith and ofmagic
believes that certain books of magic and astrology were the inspira-
tion for the transcript 33 lutheran minister robert hullinger argues
that there are parallels between the characters and a secret
alphabetical code of the masons the reverend hullinger would
have us believe that joseph smiths connection with such writing

26joseph smith to tojamesjamespamesfames arlington bennet 13 november 1843 cited in reply of ofjosephjoseph smith to the let-
ter ofjofaof A B odanofaoft n house new york R bedlockhedlock & T ward 1844 p 12

27hcHC 120
sec2sceascesee hns 18 and 19
29 29crowleycrowley about the book ofmormonof mormon ppap 16 26 originally published as a three part series in the im

provementproprovementerasementvement enaeraerw from january through march 194219424545 14 15 58 59 76 80 124 25 150 51 182 83
3jajJ M sjodahl book of ofmormonmormon characters improvement era 27 december 1923 146 48 sjodahl

quotes dr augustus le plongeronplongeonPlongeon who believed the characters bore resemblance to phoenician
adanieldaniel3daniel ludlow professor at BYU prepared a handout entitled A comparison of the anthon

transcript with a type of reformed egyptian in which this parallel is drawn copy in possession of author
31 shook cumorah revisited ppap 53839538 39
asaelasaei C lambert papers marriott library university of utah salt lake city
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came when he supposedly visited the home of george and lucinda
morgan harris in far west missouri in 1828 not only has the
reverend hullinger not demonstrated that the harrises had the book
or that joseph saw it there assuming lucinda morgan harris had a
copy because she was the widow of the famous antimasonanti mason william
morgan but also he makes a mistake in the date of josephs visit
predating it by a decade joseph smith was not in far west until
18381858 there is another problem of dates the book which joseph
smith is supposed to have seen in 1828 and used in obtaining inspira-
tion for the characters was not published until 1829 34

the most recent effort to identify the language of the script has
emerged since the discovery of the document soon after its
discovery a copy of the hofmann document was sent to barry fell
professor emeritus at harvard university within weeks he reported
that the language is from arabic and that he had found the key to the
decipherment of the text in ancient north african lybianlabian code books
his study and translation are to be published in volume 9 of occa-
sional papers of the epigraphic society arlington mass

to accept all the theories put forth one would be compelled to
believe that the book was derived from the writings of solomon
spaulding ethan smith and a host of other source books similarly
the candidates for the language of these symbols include various
forms of egyptian mayan phoenecianphoenician books on necromancy
masonic alphabets deformed english lybianlabian code books and
egyptian texts supposedly available in the manchester new york
library it is unthinkable that the anthon transcript was inspired
by all of these and it is equally unlikely that unanimity will be
reached on any of these theories certainly church critics will con-
tinue to try to prove that the characters were derived from some
source other than that which joseph smith said they were and pro-
ponents will likewise continue to seek verification of joseph smiths
claim

significance OF THE DOCUMENT

doubtless the significance of the document will increase with
time its importance is likely more historical than theological

14 14hullingerhullinger mormon answer to skepticism ppap 91 94 98 99 and fnsans 104 and 105 on p 99 even if
the harrises had the book the burden of proof that joseph actually looked at it is on hullinger alfred L
bush curator of collections ofwestern america at princeton university has graciously provided me copies of
david bernards light on masonry A collection ofodallailallait the most important documents on the subject of
speculative freepreesreefyeeetee masonry utica NY william williams printer 1829 the book in question I1 have
examined it and found only superficial parallels in a few instances
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however it will provide additional evidence for some theological
historical problems for instance considerable debate has centered
on why martin harris went to new york with these characters in the
first place and exactly what documents he took with him unfort-
unatelytunately martin harriss and professor anthonsanthensAnthons accounts differ at
critical points but the new document substantiates anthonsanthensAnthons descrip-
tion and demands that new consideration be given to his story

the prophecy of isaiah 2911 12 has long been associated with
the visit to charles anthon

and the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is
sealed which men deliver to one that is learned saying read this I1
pray thee and he saith I1 cannot for it is sealed and the book is
delivered to him that is not learned saying read this I1 pray thee and
he saith I1 am not learned

scholars have asked the question did joseph smith want martin
harris to go to new york with the express purpose of fulfilling this
prophecy or did he even know of it at the time in the 1838 pub-
lished version of the story JS 2 which has become part of the official
LDS history joseph does not mention the prophecy specifically but
quotes martin who uses the ianlanlanguageollaatiaoilaae of isaiah according to martin
professor anthon doubted the existence of divine aid in bringing
forth the gold plates and demanded the return of his certification of
the authenticity of the characters joseph quotes martins description
of what followed

I1 accordingly took it out of my pocket and gave it to him when he took
it and tore it to pieces saying that there was no such thing now as
ministering of angels and that if I1 would bring the plates to him he
would translate them I1 informed him that part of the plates were
sealed and that I1 was forbidden to bring them he replied 1I cannot
read a sealed book 35

at this point there is some confusion because oliver cowdery
lucy smith and edward stevenson all state that joseph sent martin
harris to the east to fulfill the prophecy oliver even said that moroni
so directed the prophet 36 but in an 1832 account joseph smith says
that martin harris received a revelation in which he learned that he
must make the trip to fulfill the prophecy 37 regardless of who

HC 120
36forfor cowdery smith and stevenson respectively seesec oliver cowdery messenger and advocate 1

february 1835 80 lucy M smith history ofjosephofjoseph smith by his motherlucymother lucy mackmaci smith salt lake city
stevens & wallis 1945 p 119 edward stevenson reminiscences of the prophet joseph smith and the
coming forth odtheoftheof rhetherge bookbooiboog ofmormonof mormon salt lake city published by author 1893 ppap 28 29 as cited in
william E derrettberrett and alma P burton readings in LDSIDS history from otsOtioriginalginal manuscripts 3 vols salt
lake city deseret book 1953 143

3737cheesmancheesman accounts relating to joseph smiths early visions appendix D p 131

343



originated the mission the question remains why was it necessary
opponents ofjoseph smith claim that it was just a scheme to satisfy
martins doubts so that he would finance the publication of the book
of mormon 38 others say the mission was to give the learned a
chance to translate it and if they failed the world would be left
without excuse for not accepting the divine inspiration of the book
once the untutored farm boy had translated and publishedpublisheditit 39 the
hofmann document does not resolve these questions but the note on
the reverse side if it were written shortly after the trip as it seems to
have been 40 would be the earliest connection between the trip and
the prophecy

for now it may simply be enough to suggest that the importance
of the document lies in the fact that it is the earliest known mormon
document and also the earliest known joseph smith holograph 41

caution must be taken in assessing what it does and does not say
about the book of mormon but it is one more piece of the puzzle a
piece that suggests that joseph smith did what he said he did copy
some characters and give them to martin harris to take to new york

while the new discovery does answer some important questions
like most other discoveries of this nature it also raises a plethora of
new questions that demand answers why were the characters be-
tween the vertical rectangle and the circle left off the whitmer
transcript but included in the published versions why was the for-
mat changed from a vertical one to a horizontal one in subsequent
copies why were the groupings of characters the details of the
characters and the rectangles and circles ignored in the copies why
was the whitmer transcript produced was it a copy for a printer or
does it represent the copy made by mr dikes a suitor of miss lucy
harris to assuage her mothers opposition to their marriage as told by
lucy smith42Smith 42 or is it a second generation copy this discovery also
raises the question about the existence of a second document the
supposed translation of these characters which martin harris said he
took with him to new york moreover it would be nice to know the

3sreverendreverend wesley P walters asserts thatjosephthat joseph smith added the same prophecy of isaiah to the book of
mormon so that it would appear to refer to joseph as the translator of the record wesley P walters
whatever happened to the book of mormon eternity may 198011980 ppap 32 34

39thisthis was oliver cowdery s view he said lortorfor thus has god determined to leave men without excuse
and show to the meek that his arm is not shortened that it cannot save messenger andadvocateand advocate I11 february
1835 80

41mat40that the note was written shortly after martin harris returned is deandeanjesseesjesseesjessesJessees opinion based on the
similarity of ink in the note to that of ofcharacterscharacters on the front of the document andjosephsandjosephs style of ofsignaturesignature
and script

41againagain on the authority ofdeanjesseeofdcanjessee he also feels that all indications are thatjosephthat joseph smith wrote the
word caractorsCaractors at the top of the whitmer text and that this manuscript is in the prophets hand however it
is very difficult to be positive of a sample of handwriting when it contains only one word

ducylucy M smith history of ofjosephjoseph smith p 120

344



provenance of the 1668 bible and the document beyond salt lake ci-
ty and carthage illinois where did the characters come from the
big question of course which is beyond the historians pale is what
do the characters represent and mean mormonscormons and non mormonscormons
alike will continue to search for the answers and to learn more in the
years ahead of the significance of this amazing discovery
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